MINUTESPRIVATE 

ORATORICAL COMMITTEE

MEETING OF

MARCH 13, 2021
1:00 P.M.  Ballroom 1 Mid-Winter
 1.
Call to Order 1:00 P.M.


Chairman Looker opened the meeting of the Department Oratorical Committee at 1:00 P.M.
2.
Salute to the colors

The colors were saluted.
 3.
Invocation

Invocation was given by William Carpenter, 3rd District Chairman.
4. Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Looker led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

5.
Roll Call: Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator

Members present:


Stan Oren, 1st District Chairman- PRESENT


John McJunkin, 2nd District Chairman- PRESENT


William Carpenter, 3rd District Chairman- PRESENT


John Looker, Oratorical Chairman- PRESENT


Ken Estep, 5th District Chairman- PRESENT


Roy Terry, 6th District Chairman- PRESENT


Patricia Dewees, 7th District Chairwoman- NOT PRESENT


Robert Schmoll, 8th District Chairman- PRESENT 


Gary Minadeo, 9th District Chairman- PRESENT



Edward Long, 10th District Chairman- PRESENT


Victor Smith, 11th District Chairman- NOT PRESENT


Thomas Rowe, 12th District Chairman- PRESENT


John Betterson, 13th District Chairman- NOT PRESENT


Robert Carson, 14th District Chairman- PRESENT

Guests Present:


Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator


Mike White, Rich Bulluh 

6.       Reading/Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting


William Carpenter, 3rd District Chairman moved to accept the previous minutes, Tom Rowe, 12th District Chairman seconds the motion.











MOTION APPROVED
7. Future Oratorical Plans
a. Gary Minadeo discusses how the Department Oratorical Committee can work with “speech” to combine forces and hold just 1 contest. It would prevent the Legion from going into schools if the students are already involved in speech and debate and the students won’t have to choose one or another, they can just do one and the Legion can use that as their contest. Gary will keep doing more research to see how the Legion can fit into speech and debate contests but still following the National Rules and Guidelines for the Department Oratorical Contest.  
Committee discusses issues they have with trying to get schools to participate. Schools state that teaching the constitution is not part of their curriculum. The school seems to be the problem. Students want to be a part of the contest, but they don’t know about it. Schools don’t teach government or anything regarding the Constitution. 
Gary Minadeo, 9th District Chairman, motions that the Department Oratorical Chairman be authorized to certify District runner ups as the district winner for other districts if they did not have a contestant so all 14 slots will be filled. District runner ups will be pulled from a hat at random and filled in to represent the Districts that did not have a contest. John McJunkin, 2nd District Chairman seconds the motion.   











        MOTION APPROVED

8. Chairman Report

a. National Oratorical Contest has been Cancelled. Our Department winner will be given $5,000 from National since their contest has been cancelled. 
9. Unfinished Business-
10. New Business
11. Good of the Legion

a. Washington DC Post #2

12. Benediction

William Carpenter, 3rd District Chairman gave the benediction.

13. Gary Minadeo, 9th District Chairman, motioned to adjourn the meeting at 1.45PM. William Carpenter, 3rd District Chairman seconds the motion. 



MEETING ADJOURNED
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