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2018 MID-WINTER 

CONFERENCE

1st Vice Commander Bob Schmitt, 
Department Adjutant Tom Simons and 
Commander Stanley Pleasant getting a 
pie in the face for Charity at the 2018 
Midwinter Conference.

Pi i tE

FaE

The Department of Ohio con-
ducted its 2018 Mid-Winter Con-
ference from 19-21 January 2018 
at the Crown Plaza North in Co-
lumbus, OH.

Legionnaires from The Depart-
ment of Ohio American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary and 
The Sons of the American Le-
gion came from all over the state 
to celebrate many of The Ameri-
can Legion’s great traditions. 

Continued learning, American-
ism, Community Outreach and 
camaraderie were just a few of 
the themes displayed at the con-
ference year.

Department Commander Stan-
ley Pleasant organized a success-
ful fundraiser for his 2017-2018 
Veteran Assistance and Reha-
bilitation project. Many Legion-
naires placed generous bids to 
ultimately win a chance to put a 

“pie in the face “ to the Depart-
ment of Ohio Leadership and 
Staff.   

Throughout the full weekend, 
numerous meetings and train-
ings were held which resulted 
in a lot of positive feedback. 
Membership, Programs, Veteran 
Assistance and Rehabilitation, 
Post Operations and Basic Train-
ing were among the highly at-

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2018 
MIDWINTER CONFERENCE

(Continued on page 2)

See More Photos Inside!
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Americanism Crossword

MIDWINTER SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS

Don Addis ........................ Greenville 
Tony Anaya ...................... Fort Myers, FL
Henry Bows ..................... Ashtabula
David Brown .................... Haskins
Louis Buttitta  .................. Hinckley
Thomas Drummer ........... Wauseon
George Dujanovic ........... Barberton
Randy Ellis ...................... Canton
Charles Farmer ............... Hamilton
Ernest Ferguson ............. Cincinnati
Clifford Franks ................. Seaman
Raymond Fretz................ San Diego, CA
Larry Hall ......................... Cincinnati
Don Hartley ..................... Bellevue
Homer Hatcher ................ Williamsburg
Gary Heiman ................... West Jefferson 
Jay Hertel ........................ Rancho Paolos Ver, CA
Michael Homan ............... Anna 
Harry Hutten .................... Hamilton 
Donald Judisch................ Canton 
Arthur Keller .................... Maineville 
John Kertesz ................... Maumee 
John Kirkpatrick ............... Wintersville 
Reginald Kraft ................. Dayton 

Highlights From the 2018 Midwinter Conference

tended trainings provided. The 
Department Full-Time Staff 
would like to specifi cally thank 
the volunteers that stepped up 
and to provide training and 
education during the weekend. 
The preparation and execution 
were very well done. Thank 
You for your time!
We were honored to have Na-
tional Commander, Denise 
Rohan, attend the conference 
this year. She brought posi-
tive and inspiring comments 
to the National Commander’s 
Membership Banquet and 
Department Executive Com-
mittee. Commander Rohan 
highlighted the meaning and 
implication of The American 
Legion’s family-like structure 
and encouraged members to 
help comrades in need.  Addi-
tionally, she discussed the ad-
justments that the organization 
has made in order to accom-

modate the fi rst female Nation-
al Commander in The Ameri-
can Legion history. We would 
like to thank her for taking the 
time to present awards to all the 
Membership Quota winners. 
It was truly a great honor for 
those receiving awards. Her fi -
nal stop was to the Department 
Headquarters to personally give 
thanks to the Department of 
Ohio full time staff for all the 
hard work that was done which 
resulted in the success of 2018 
Mid-Winter Conference. 

We would like to thank all of 
the Legionnaires that attended 
the conference and actively par-
ticipated in its success. We all 
know as a volunteer you care 
and contribute much to this or-
ganization. Thank you for your 
service, leadership, guidance 
and knowledge. This is just a 
small amount of what you bring 
to The American Legion.

(Continued from page 1)

Richard Krauss................ Pigeon Forge, TN
Roland Lehman ............... Orrville 
John Looker .................... Mason 
Paul Maurer ..................... New Knoxville 
Ronald McElhaney .......... Massillon 
John McJunkin ................ Saint Marys 
George Mills .................... Washington, CH 
Andrew Ogurchak ........... Stow 
Roger Panek ................... Toledo 
Charles Riffl e ................... Louisville 
Christopher Rotondo ....... Malvern 
Robert Rudloff ................. Cincinnati 
Thomas Salzman ............ Cincinnati 
Ronald Sample ............... Middletown 
George Satalina .............. Dayton 
Lorenzo Scott .................. Alliance 
Robert Spillman............... Waynesfi eld 
Karl Thacker .................... Bidwell 
Charles Vancs ................. Toledo, OH
Patrick Vandervort ........... Clinton 
Jeffrey Verbus ................. Massillon 
Janet Weiler .................... Englewood 
Timothy Weltin ................. Maumee 
Arnold Whatley ................ Centerville 
David Young .................... Tiffi n, OH



I want to com-
mend the dis-
tricts and posts 
on their hard 
work on mem-
bership. So 
far, we have 
met all of Na-
tional’s percent-

ages.  Congratulations to all of 
the membership award winners. 
We need to continue this effort 
through the second half of the 
year. Our quota is 94,000 mem-
bers. If we continue to work hard, 
we can do it. Please don’t quit.  

Myself and several offi cers 
from 3rd District attended a lun-
cheon at Synchrony Financial in 

Well, 2018 is 
upon us, and 
all of us in The 
Ohio American 
Legion hope 
that everyone 
had a great 
Christmas and 
New Years. We 

also hope that everyone health is 
good or getting better.

Before I get started with the 
Congratulations of Posts and Dis-
tricts, I need to make a very im-
portant statement to all Legion-
naires that HAVE NOT PAID 
their 2018 dues. Effective January 
1, 2018, your membership is now 
DELINQUENT! If your mem-
bership dues were not paid by 
February 1, your membership is 
considered suspended. To correct 
this, you should pay your dues im-
mediately. 

The Membership Year runs on 
the Calendar Year, from January 
1 until December 31 each year. I 
know that it gets a little confusing 
when we start collecting dues in 
July, the reason for this is we hu-
mans procrastinate, and we do not 
pay our dues on time. There is a 
simple fi x to this; you can go on-
line to legion.org and renew your 
dues and then set it up to automati-
cally charge your credit card every 
year in July. By doing this it will 
also stop all Dues Renewal Notic-
es, your dues will always be cur-
rent. There is one additional point 
to paying your dues on time if you 
have the free Accidental Death In-
surance from LIT (Legionnaires 
Insurance Trust) that I talked 
about in the last Ohio Legion 
News they will not pay the claim 
if your dues were not current. So, 
please pay your dues your mem-
bership is important to us when 
we fi ght for veterans benefi ts and 
other political issues about veter-
ans and children.

So, now to Congratulate the fol-
lowing Districts and Posts that 
qualifi ed as winners in their re-
spective categories; Brown Jug, 
Quota, and All-Time-High by 
November 15, 2017, for the 2018 

Kettering Ohio.  There were sev-
eral Veteran Service Organiza-
tions invited.  Synchrony Finan-
cial is part of Synchrony Bank. 
Synchrony Financial wants to 
hire veterans.  They are the sec-
ond largest employer in Ketter-
ing. The purpose of the luncheon 
was to brief us on their benefi ts 
and show us their facility. If you 
know of any veterans seeking 
employment, steer them to Syn-
chrony Financial in Kettering 
Ohio.

I have visited the Veterans 
Homes in Sandusky and George-
town. I was pleasantly surprised 
at the care our veterans receive.  
The staff at these facilities have 

Membership Year. They Are; 

District Brown Jug
District #2 “Second to None” 
Medium Brown Jug

All-Time-High Post
District 4 Post 681 Havelock D.
Nelson, West Chester

Quota Posts
District 1 • Post 143
John Dale, Fayette 
District 1 • Post 334
Arthur Daly, Toledo
District 2 • Post 346
Harvey Lewis, Ohio City
District 2 • Post 395
Wayne, Waynesfi eld
District 2 • Post 493
Scherer, Jackson Center
District 2 • Post 603
West Mansfi eld, West Mansfi eld
District 3 • Post 174
Buckeye, North Star
District 3 • Post 787
Roger L. Vickers, Springfi eld
District 4 • Post 681
Havelock D. Nelson, West Chester  
District 5 • Post 434
Caufi eld, Bloomville
District 5 • Post 659
Berlin Heights, Berlin Heights
District 7 • Post 730
Ashville Community, Ashville 
District 7 • Post 694 
Roy W. Wilson, Mowrystown
District 8 • Post 303
Robert Wyckoff, McArthur
District 9 • Post 51
Hubbard, Hubbard
District 9 • Post 247
Lowellville, Lowellville
District 9 • Post 609
Barber Williams, Kirtland
District 10 • Post 56
Charles H. Carey, Salem
District 10 • Post 351
Mingo Junction, Mingo Junction
District 10 • Poat 519
Carr-Bailey, Mineral City
District 11 • Post 90
Epworth, Bethesda

genuine compassion for the vet-
erans that live in these facilities.  
One of the administrators had 
worked at other nursing home fa-
cilities. She felt that that the care 
at these facilities was far superi-
or to other nursing homes. What 
a tribute to the staffs at these fa-
cilities. 

I saw some amazing things on 
my visits to the VA Hospitals.  
The Tele-ICU at Cincinnati was 
amazing. The work I saw at the 
Cleveland VA with neurology, 
and prosthetics and orthotics was 
mind blowing. Each facility had 
its own area of pride. Thanks to 
all of the legionnaires, SAL, and 
auxiliary members that volunteer 

and the VA Hospitals. The VA 
Hospitals are not perfect. There 
will always be some complaints 
that will need to be addressed. I 
did see a legitimate concern from 
management to eliminate prob-
lems, and minimize complaints.

Thank you to all of the volun-
teers that helped with the Gift 
for Yanks Christmas gift distri-
bution at all of our VA facilities. 
The veterans really appreciate 
the gifts. For some, we may be 
the only visitors they receive that 
day. Again, thank you for giving 
your time. 

In December we celebrated the 
remembrance of Pearl Harbor 
Day. I attended the Clermont 

Robert Schmitt
1st Vice Commander

County Pearl Harbor remem-
brance in the 4th District. There 
was a Pearl Harbor survivor be-
ing honored, Joe Whitt. It was an 
honor to be in his presence. Pearl 
Harbor marked the beginning of 
World War II (WWII). Joe man-
aged to survive WWII with only 
a scratch he received at Pearl 
Harbor.

Please continue to make dona-
tions to my project VA&R. This 
is vital to the support we give 
veterans and their families. We 
almost lost our support from 
the State of Ohio last year. It 
will surely be challenged again.  
Thank you for all of the dona-
tions received to date.

Stanley A. Pleasant
Dept. Commander

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

1st VICE COMMANDER
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District 11 • Post 312
Belmont, Belmont
District 12 • Post 1
Franklin Inc., Columbus
District 12 • Post 486
Robert Dutro, Groveport
District 13 • Post 572
Joseph J. Jacubic Inc., Parma

The Department has continued 
to meet all of the Membership 
Turn-in Target percentages thanks 
to all of you who have paid your 
dues, THANK YOU!

As a member you have two op-
tions to pay your dues; 
1) Send your dues, and renewal 

card to your Post or 
2) Go to legion.org and click on 

the RENEW button and fol-
low the prompts, you will be 
required to add your birthdate 
and email address. You can 
only use a credit card; you can 
opt to make a one-time pay-
ment or set-up an automatic 
annual renewal of your dues 
every year if it would be more 
convenient for you. They will 
also give you the current price 
of a PAID-UP-FOR-LIFE 
membership. The National 
Organization is currently of-
fering a $100 discount on all 
Paid-Up-For-Life memberships. 
For those of you who did not 
pay their 2016 or 2017 dues and 
would like to have your contin-
uous years carried on, you must 
pay up your dues through your 
Post. The Post has to submit a 
Member Data Form to bring 
you up-to-date. Please consider 
an automatic Renewal option or 
a Paid-Up-For-Life option.

Post Offi cers: We still need you 
and your Post Membership Team 
to continue contacting your Ex-
pired Members, those members 
who did not pay for 2016 and 2017 
membership years. These mem-
bers are very important to your 
Post and The American Legion. 
Your Post worked hard to get 
these members to join or transfer 
in, spend a little time to get them 

back, let them know how impor-
tant they are to the Post and The 
American Legion. Take a look at 
how many years they have been 
a member, some of them have 10, 
20, 30 or more years, Why did 
they stop paying their dues? Are 
they sick? Are they in a nursing 
home? The Post Chaplain can help 
if they are sick or confi ned to an 
assisted living or nursing home. 
Let your members know that the 
Post does care about every mem-
ber; The American Legion cares 
about every member. Remem-
ber that each of them served our 
Country the same as we did, give 
them the respect that they deserve 
and get them back. WE CARE!

I have found that many Posts 
have registered with MyLegion.
org, but only a small fraction are 
processing the Membership Cards 
online at MyLegion.org. For those 
of you who are not using MyL-
egion.org, please call the Depart-
ment Membership Chairman Rob 
Hail, he will help you understand 
the process and help you get set-
up to use MyLegion.org. I have 
not heard of any Post using MyL-
egion.org, reverting to the old way 
of sending cards to Department. 
Give it a try, and if you don’t like 
it, you can revert to the old way. 
Remember NO checks to write 
and NO postage to mail the mem-
bership cards to Department.

In the last issue of the Ohio 
Legion News, I reported that we 
needed to continue working on 
the 2017 Membership year and 
that is was not over until De-
cember 31st. Well that was Com-
mander Chapman’s Membership 
Year, and he committed to the 
National Commander Charles 
Schmidt that Ohio would reach 
100,000 members, well Ohio was 
close, we reached 99,940 mem-
bers. Well, 2017 is over, and that is 
the offi cial membership strength 
of the Department of Ohio for 
2017. Thank you for all of your ef-
forts. But now we have 2018, and 
Commander Pleasant committed 
Ohio to 94,000 members, with 
99,940 paid members for 2017 
we should be able to make Com-

mander Pleasant look good by not 
only reaching his goal of 94,000, 
but we should continue to strive 
for the 100,000 members. We 
not only need to do this to make 
Commander Pleasant look good 
but to make ourselves look good 
and have a sense of Pride in our-
selves and our Department. So, 
let’s get the current membership 
Renewed, Reinstate the Expired 
and get New members to replace 
those who pass away on us. As 
Past Department Commander Ed 
Anderson campaign slogan said 
“WE CAN,” so let’s go get them 
and let’s have PRIDE.

Part of our membership benefi ts 
is the various Discounts that we 
get at various places for various 
necessities. There is one benefi t 
that goes with our membership 
that can be very benefi cial to all 
of us or I should say to our ben-
efi ciaries, and that is the Legion-
naires Insurance Trust Legion 
Care insurance. Each of us is en-
titled to it through our member-
ship, and it costs us nothing, that 
means FREE. However, we must 
sign up for it to have it if needed. 
The benefi t is $1000.00 for non-
Legion business accidents result-
ing in death or $5000.00 when 
traveling to and from Legion 
meetings or activities. You can 
sign up online at https://www.
thelit.com/no-cost-legioncare. 
LIT or Legionnaire Insurance 
Trust has other insurance prod-
ucts that are available at a cost 
such as Cancer Insurance, Long 
Term Care insurance, Emergency 
Assistance Insurance if needed. 
I am not suggesting that anyone 
purchase any additional products 
but you our membership needs to 
know what is available. Purchas-
ing additional products from LIT 
is benefi cial to the Department 
of Ohio so that you should know 
that if you purchase additional 
products you are helping the De-
partment of Ohio fi nancially.

Please Pay your dues if you have 
not done so and sign up for your 
free insurance.

For God and Country
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As you read 
this letter we 
have completed 
the 2017 year 
and are begin-
ning the 2018 
year with an all 
new set of chal-
lenges. We are 

planning the Mid-Winter Con-
ference and we will also be con-
ducting another Four Chaplains 
ceremony on Saturday Feb 3. It 
has been scheduled to be held 
at the Grace Communion Tipp 
City Church, 18 East Broadway 
Tipp City. Chaplains I have sent 
you an invitation to join in and 
help perform the ceremony. If I 
haven’t contacted you personally 
yet it’s probably because I don’t 
have your email. I sent you the 
invitation via email along with a 
Seasons Greetings. If you haven’t 
seen this ceremony you should 
attend, it is a truly emotional ex-
perience. It lasts about one hour. 
We will have snacks after the 
program. Details will be sent out 
once we have it all planned.

I am submitting the following 
prayer;
“For Brotherhood”
Father, you have made me and 
all of us your children
Red, yellow, brown, black and 
white!
Tall and short, fat and thin, rich 
and poor, young and old;

All of us are your children in the 
same family;
Teach us to cooperate rather 
than compete,
To respect rather than to revile
Teach us to share your divine 
love rather than to hate;
Teach us to forgive rather than 
to condemn;
Especially since your son turned 
from no one.
You have implanted into all hu-
man beings
The unseen image of yourself 
and may it refl ect
In our love for one another day 
after day.
May we all forge a bond that will 
make
A living reality the brotherhood 
and sisterhood
In which we all believe under 
your divine fatherhood.

Amen.
(Christopher Prayer book)

We are beginning the Celebra-
tion of the 100th Anniversary of 
The American Legion and there 
will be many opportunities to 
get your Post recognized and if 
In your Post history you have a 
member or members that were 
recognized for Bravery in ac-
tion you should include them in 
your history. Get your Post on 
The American Legion National 
Website.

We associate ourselves together
for God and Country

Greetings Le-
gionnaires and 
Legion Family.  
The Depart-
ment of Ohio 
is coming off 
a very success-
ful Mid-Winter 
Conference and 

our introduction to the National 
Commander Denise Rohan and 
another Past Department Com-
mander’s Round-up.  

I wish to thank everyone who 
joined in the fun and education at 
the Mid-Winter Conference. We 
strive to improve training and 
activities each year. This year 
we introduced the Department 
Commander’s Reception. It was 
intended to bring additional ca-
maraderie and fellowship to the 
conference while raising money 
for the Commander’s Program 
(VA&R).  Department Offi cers 
lined up to take a pie in the face 
to the highest bidder. You know, 
Legionnaires did what they do 
best and pooled their resources 
and helped the Commander 
raise over $2500.  

January has also been a month 
of sadness for the Department. 
We lost our Past Department 
Adjutant Roger Hight to a long 
bout of illness. Roger leaves an 
incredible legacy within The 
American Legion that will al-
ways be remembered. We also 
lost Past Department Com-
mander David Cropper (1973-
1974) from the Magnifi cent 7th 

District and Post 23 in Ports-
mouth. Our hearts and sympa-
thies go out to their families 
and many friends across our 
Department.  Their memories 
will live on…

Winter marks a transition 
within the Department and Na-
tional.  2017 memberships have 
expired and we are concentrat-
ing on those members who have 
not renewed for 2018. Part of 
this transition also marks an in-
crease in Legionnaires errone-
ously receiving renewal notices 
from National or Department. 
It is imperative that Posts send 
their paid memberships to De-
partment regularly. Renewal 
mailing lists are compiled ap-
proximately 30 days prior to 
mailing.  Get those cards in!

Another area of issue is the 
increase in incorrect member-
ship dues payments coming into 
the Department Headquarters. 
Portions of each member’s dues 
are paid to National, Depart-
ment, and sometimes Districts 
and Counties. Many times, the 
amounts of membership checks 
coming to the headquarters are 
inaccurate. Membership pro-
cessing is described in the De-
partment Membership Manual, 
Section 2, Pages 8 through 15. 
The manual is mailed to each 
Post at the beginning of each 
year. It can also be download-
ed from the Department web-
site at https://www.ohiolegion.
com/wp-content/uploads/2018-

Membership-Manual.pdf. If 
you do not have internet ac-
cess please call the Department 
Headquarters and we will mail 
one to you.  

The policy for processing 
memberships at the headquar-
ters is simple. If a post sends an 
inaccurate membership check 
to the Department Headquar-
ters, one of two things happen. 
If the check amount exceeds the 
payment needed, the member-
ship cards will be processed 
and the surplus will be mailed 
to the Post once the books are 
closed at the end of the month. 
If the check amount is less 
than the payment needed, the 
staff will attempt to contact the 
Commander, Adjutant, or Mem-
bership Chair to quickly solve 
the discrepancy. If the Staff is 
unsuccessful in reaching the 
Post leadership, the member-
ship cards and check will be 
returned to the Post for correc-
tion. This policy is in place to 
improve membership process-
ing times and to reduce inac-
curacies in the Department’s 
bookkeeping.  

It is imperative that member-
ships are processed regularly 
and accurately. It improves the 
accuracy of Post’s populations, 
reduces complaints, and shows 
our members that Legion lead-
ership from the Post to National 
truly cares about them.  

For God and Country… 
Airborne!

Thomas Simons
Department Adjutant

SIMONS SITREP

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Jim Vaughan
Department Chaplain

Greetings Le-
gionnaires from 
your 2nd Vice 
Commander. I 
expect every-
one had a joy-
ful Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year. The 

Mid-Winter Conference was the 
Departments latest event held 
on Jan. 19th, 20th and 21st. I 

hope you all were able to attend. 
There was some excellent train-
ing available along with some 
good camaraderie in the Can-
didates Hospitality Room. The 
next upcoming event will be the 
State Bowling Tournament held 
in Sandusky Ohio beginning Fri-
day February 9th, 10th and 11th; 
16th, 17th and 18th and fi nishing 
up on the 23rd, 24th and 25th. 
Next will be Americanism and 

Roger Friend
2nd Vice Commander

Government trip to DC for the 
selected winners beginning on 
March 4th through March 10th, 
following that will be the State 
Oratorical Completion on March 
25th @ Department HDQ. Then 
in April will be the State Pool 
and Euchre Tournament @ Post 
29 Zanesville Ohio. Hope to see 
everyone at these events. 

For God and Country 

2nd VICE COMMANDER

The Preamble 
of the Consti-
tution of the 
American Le-
gion sets forth 
ten important 
purposes for 
our fellowship. 
Immediately af-

ter the most important, that of 
“upholding and defending the 
constitution on” of our nation, 
we are pledged to “Maintain 
Law and Order.” We are duty 
bound, by our preamble, our 
very citizenship, and reinforced 
by the oath we took at the be-
ginning of our military service, 
to be law abiding both individu-

ally and collectively, as mem-
bers of our American Legion 
posts. Our post homes are plac-
es to gather safely in comrade-
ship. Many of our post homes 
are places where we can enjoy 
charitable gaming, refreshing 
beverages and delicious meals. 
In order to lawfully engage in 
these activities, it is important 
that we set the example for our 
members and our communities 
in maintaining law and order, 
by careful compliance with the 
laws or our state and commu-
nities which govern sanitation, 
food handing, alcoholic bever-
age service, charitable gaming 
and smoking. As we prepare to 

Doug Whitney
Judge Advocate

JUDGE ADVOCATE

celebrate the centennial of our 
organization, I urge every post 
to review its performance in 
this area, so that the American 
Legion of Ohio can march into 
our next century of existence 
leading the way to a safe and 
well ordered society.

1. Leadership skills
2. Works well independently or on a team
3. Diverse 
4. Integrity 
5. Loyalty
6. Well-organized while performing under 

pressure
7. Respect for rules, regulations and pro-

cedures
8. Cognizant of health and safety stan-

dards
9. Succeeds over diffi culties’
10. Faster learning curve
11. Results- Oriented
12. Resilient
13. Structured and Disciplined

GOOD REASONS 
TO HIRE A VETERAN
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Suzette Heller 
VA&R/Legislative Director 
Ph: 740-971-7225
Email: VARDirector@ohiolegion.com

Your VA&R staff has been 
working diligently on helping the 
veterans in the state of Ohio. At 
the end of December 2017 they 
have done the following:
• Submitted over 10,000 pieces 

of mail to the Veterans Bene- 
fi ts Administration from  
County Veteran Service  
Offi ces

• Secured more than 3658
new veterans for representation 
from our fi eld offi ces

• Filed nearly 1000 new claims  
from our fi eld offi ces

• Filed nearly 300 claims for  
“Intent” to fi le 

• Drafted over 200 briefs to the  
Veterans Benefi ts Administra-
tion

• Filed nearly 250 appeals from  
the fi eld offi ces

• Documented over 2,291 phone 
calls from veterans and  
CVSO’s

• Represented over 580 veterans  
within the appellate process in  
hearings to the VBA/BVA

• Returned to veterans over $1M  
within the appellate process  
during this time 

• Collaboratively brought back  
over $300M to veterans in the  
state of Ohio 

None of this can happen without 
our Department Service Offi cers 
located throughout the state in 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Dayton, 
Columbus, Delaware, and Tole-
do. Currently, we have been ap-
proved for a part-time DSO for 
the Chillicothe VAMC location 
and are yet to be certain we will 
be able to fi ll that role. Funding 
from the State of Ohio and the 
Legionnaires Insurance Trust 
play an important role in the 
work that we do to help veterans. 
If we are ever at risk of losing this 
funding, or receiving a decrease 
in funding, this could directly 
have an impact on the veterans 
we serve. We thank you for all 
that you do to support VA&R and 
we look forward to your support 
legislatively, through donations, 
and awareness of benefi ts from 
our Post Service Offi cers to con-
tinue our mission. 

Allow me to introduce to you 
the DSO Staff of The American 
Legion:

SUZETTE HELLER
VA&R/Legislative Director 
Department HQ Offi ce

Mrs. Suzette Heller is a US 
Army veteran who served from 
1993-2005 in both active duty 
and Michigan Army National 
Guard. She graduated from The 
University of Michigan – Dear-
born with a double major in Psy-
chology, Women & Gender Stud-
ies, and a minor in Political Sci-
ence. She is currently enrolled in 
a masters program with Trinity 
Law School working on a Mas-
ters of Legal Studies with a con-
centration in the non-profi t fi eld. 
Suzette was heavily engaged and 
worked grassroots with Student 
Veterans of America, working 
closely with the co-founders of 
the organization. As she became 
the State Director and Outreach 
Coordinator for SVA, she also 
served the Governors Advisory 
Committee regarding Women 
Veterans, Student Veterans, and 
Homeless Veterans. She was 
mentored by The American Le-
gion Department of Michigan 
and many other Veteran Service 
Organizations, quickly learning 
that our Nations veterans are an 
under-served population. Her 
passion led her to advocate and 
lobby on behalf of veterans and 
policy change for veterans and 
higher education. She became 
employed as a Department Ser-
vice Offi cer with The Ameri-
can Legion and worked in the 
VA Regional Offi ce Downtown 
Detroit. In January of 2013 she 
became employed with The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio as the Service Director, 
currently overseeing the claims 
operations for The Ohio Legion. 
Suzettes responsibilities at De-
partment HQ also includes Vet-
erans Affairs & Rehabilitation, 
Legislation, Employment, Gifts 
For Yanks, and National Secu-
rity, to include being a represen-
tative for the Department at the 
Veterans Advisory Committee 
for Governor Kasich. 

BILL GENOCHIO
Supervisor of the 
Cleveland Offi ce

Mr. William Genochio, is an 
honorably discharged U.S. Ma-
rine Corps veteran. Mr. Geno-
chio served as an organizational 
automotive mechanic and Main-
tenance Chief with overseas 
deployments to Iraq during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Port-
a-Prince Haiti for Operation 
Secure Tomorrow and Afghani-
stan during Operation Enduring 
Freedom. MR. Genochio was 
awarded the Navy Commen-
dation medal, Navy Achieve-
ment Medal w/1 gold star and 
the Combat Action Ribbon. Mr. 
Genochio was medically retired 

from the Marines in April of 
2015, although originally from 
Independence Missouri he and 
his family moved to Northeast 
Ohio. Mr. Genochio became 
a Department Service Offi cer 
for the American Legion De-
partment of Ohio in March of 
2016. Mr. Genochio was ap-
pointed as the Offi ce Supervisor 
for the Cleveland VARO offi ce. 
Mr. Genochio is an eager, hard 
charging and motivated Service 
offi cer. He is passionate about 
serving our Nations Hero’s, 
surviving spouse, orphans and 
dependents in all areas offered 
by the Veteran Benefi ts Admin-
istration, by assisting veterans, 
widows in the seeking, tracking 
and the appellate process for ob-
taining VA benefi ts. Mr. Geno-
chio is married to his wife of 13 
years Lindsay and together they 
have three children Anthony 12, 
Austin 10 and Ashlyn 8. Mr. 
Genochio is a member of the 
Avon Lake Post 211, The Greater 
Cleveland Young Marines where 
he serves Training Offi cer and 
the Knights of Columbus, Trin-
ity Council.

WILL BROWN
Senior Advocate and 
23 Year Employee of 
The American Legion 

Mr. Will H. Brown, Jr. is an 
honorably discharged veteran of 
the US Army. He served faith-
fully as an anti-armor infan-
tryman and senior intelligence 
analyst with military action in 
Panama during Operation Just 
Cause, and deployments on the 
DMZ in Korea. After about nine 
years of military service, Mr. 
Brown became a Department 
Service Offi cer with the Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio 
in May 1994 where he currently 
enjoys over 20 years of selfl ess 
service to God and Country. As 
Senior Advocate serving in the 
Cleveland VARO, Mr. Brown is 
a staunch catalyst for veterans, 
widow, orphans and dependents 
with a vast array of expertise and 
knowledge; representing clients 
at hearings at all levels, writ-
ing legal briefs and arguments, 
and educating veterans on strat-
egies to win claims at the Ap-
pellate Board. Moreover, he is a 
subject matter expert at claims 
for total disability based upon 
individual unemployability, and 
nervous conditions secondary 
to military sexual trauma. Mr. 
Brown holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Cleveland State University 
in political science with a ma-
jor in legal studies, Mr. Brown 
is a very integral asset to The 
American Legion. He has also 
completed Master’s degree work 
at the University of Oklahoma-
Yougsan, Korea international 
Affairs and International Law 
with emphasis on Counter Ter-
rorism.

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
MICHELLE JONES
DSO  

Ms. Michelle Jones, Mother – 
Stepmother-Grandmother, she 
has a daughter who is serving 
in the United State Army. Her 
daughter has been in for 14 years 
and done several tours of duty 
overseas. Michelle started with 
The American Legion 15 years 
ago on the administrative side 
of the offi ce.  With hard work 
and dedication, she became a 
Department Service Offi cer in 
2016. She is very thorough and 
passionate when representing 
veterans on the DRO and BVA 
levels.  She exhibits outstand-
ing organizational skills. She 
is also a member of American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 91. You 
can fi nd her assisting veterans at 
The Cleveland Veteran Affairs 
Regional Offi ce and The Wade 
Park Hospital Legion offi ce.

ADAM ZAEBST 
DSO and former VA Work 
Study Student for The Legion 
from 2014-2016

Mr. Adam R. Zaebst is an hon-
orably discharged veteran of 
the US Army and the US Air 
Force.  During his eight years 
as a medic in the Army he was 
deployed twice to Afghanistan 
in support of Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. His fi rst deploy-
ment he was a platoon medic 
assigned to a Sapper Company 
which conducted route clearance 
patrols in Kandahar and Hel-
mand Province. For his second 
deployment, he was the Com-
pany Senior Medic assigned to 
a Military Police Company that 
conducted Detainee Operations 
at the Parwan Detention Facil-
ity in Parwan Province. Prior to 
his time in the Army, he was a 
weapons load crew team chief 
on the A-10 Thunderbolt II at 
Nellis AFB, NV for four years.  
While there, he supported both 
the USAF Weapons School and 
Red Flag multinational aerial 
combat training exercises. Af-
ter participating in a yearlong 
VA work study program, he was 
hired as a Department Service 
Offi cer at the American Legion 
in January 2017. He has a Bach-
elor of Arts in Organizational 
Leadership from Cleveland State 
University. 
ERIC HALL
Admin/DSO and former VA 
Work Study Student for 
The Legion from 2016-2017

Mr. Eric Hall is retired from 
the U.S. Navy, and started with 
The American Legion through 
the Cleveland State University 
veterans work study program 
in the Spring of 2017. Mr. Hall 
came on board after graduation 
in November of 2017. Mr. Hall is 
married to Diane and have two 
daughters. His oldest is mar-
ried to a Marine and they have 

one child. Mr. Hall served 20 
years in the United States Navy. 
Mr. Hall served at various com-
mands both overseas and in the 
United States. This has prepared 
him to assist the veterans from 
all military branches. With his 
knowledge and leadership skills, 
He is looking forward to assist-
ing with the Department Service 
Offi cers, in providing the fi nest 
customer service to all veterans 
in the great state of Ohio.

KARLA BOEHM
DSO, Dayton VAMC Offi ce and 
Past District Commander 

Ms. Karla Boehm is a long-
time Legionnaire who came to 
us with 10 years of experience 
with the Dayton VAMC in Vol-
untary Services. She has been 
with us as an employee since 
March of 2015 and has assisted 
over 850 Veterans since. She is 
at WPAFB every Friday helping 
transitioning veterans with their 
claims processing as well. Karla 
has had the privilege of serving 
in the American Legion in the 
following positions:

• Member of The American 
Legion (21 yrs)

• Post 763 and Post 586
• Post Commander-Post 763 
 (2 yrs)
• Post 1st Vice Commander 
 (5 yrs)
• Post Service Offi cer (4 yrs)
• Greene County Commander 
 (3 yrs)
• Greene County Adjutant 
 (4 yrs)
• Greene County Finance 
 Offi cer (8 yrs)
• Greene County Sgt.-at-Arms  
 (2 yrs)
• District Commander (1 yr)
• District 1st Vice Commander  
 (1 yr)
• District 2nd Vice Commander  
 (1 yr)
• District Finance Offi cer (1 yr)
• District Adjutant (6 yrs)
• District Sgt.-at-Arms (1 yr)
• District Asst. Sgt.-at-Arms 
 (3 yrs)
• District Gifts for Yanks 
 Chairman (8 yrs)
• District VAVS Representative  
 (6 yrs)
• Auxiliary Member (22 yrs)
• Auxiliary Unit President-
 Unit 763 (4 yrs)
• Auxiliary Unit 1st Vice 
 (4 yrs)
• Auxiliary Unit Treasurer 
 (7 yrs)
• District Juniors Chairman 
 (2 yrs)
• Terri Croswait, DSO, 
 Cincinnati VAMC Offi ce since  
 May 2015
• Cindy Weasner, MSG (Ret.),  
 USANG, DSO 
 since June 2016
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Appeals Modernization
Act  (AMA)

Rapid Appeals 
Modernization Act (RAMP)

VETERAN’S AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION

error, can return the claim 
for correction of the error.

• You or your representa-
tive (such as your VSO) 
can request a telephonic 
informal conference to 
identify specifi c issues 
or errors with your case.

Option 2: A Supplemental 
Claim Lane

This review is done at the 
VA agency that made the 
original decision. It allows 
you to submit new evidence 
to support your claim. We 
will provide assistance in 
developing the evidence.

Option 3: An Appeal Lane 
for Appeals to the Board

This lane provides you with 
the ability to appeal directly 
to the VA Board of Veter-
ans’ Appeals (the “Board”). 
You’ll have the ability to 
choose between three op-
tions for review at the Board:

 
• Direct review: Choose this 

option if you do not have 
additional evidence to sub-
mit and you do not want a 
hearing.

• Evidence submission: 
Choose this option if you 
don’t want a hearing, but 
you do have additional evi-
dence to submit.

• Hearing: Choose this op-
tion if you want to testify 
before a Veterans Law 
Judge, and submit addi-
tional evidence.

County Veterans Service 
O�  cers Policy

In December 2017, we provided 
every CVSO Executive Direc-
tor a formal coy of the policy. 
They also received a copy of The 
American Legion “Service Of-
fi cer Code of Procedure” which 
expounds on the legal aspect of 
the claims process and the rela-
tionship with the veteran, CVSO, 
and The American Legion. 
So far, we have received great 
feedback from the CVSO’s and 
DSO’s in Cleveland. Below is 
a quick bullet point of the new 
claims submission policy for ev-
ery accredited American Legion 
CVSO: 

Purpose:
Understanding of the parties 

involved and who will carry out 
the policy along with the expec-
tations.

Roles/Responsibilities:
We ensured each CVSO Offi ce 

received the Code of Procedure 
and that we expect the standards 
to be adhered to.

VA Form 21-22, Appointment 
of Advocacy

We expressed how the accredit-
ed American Legion CVSO will 
complete the document and to 
ensure they forward to our Cleve-
land Offi ce, in addition to the 
VA, every new 21-22 completed 
on behalf of The American Le-
gion – CVSO’s MUST sign the 
21-22 – IF ACCREDITED!

In early Winter of 2017, the 
VA&R Team implemented a new 
policy with the County Veteran 
Service Offi ces.  Currently, there 
are over 200 accredited CVSO’s 
with The American Legion. From 
2016-2017, our Cleveland Offi ce 
received nearly 700 new appeals 
and over 11,000 claims to submit 
to the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.  This became a daunting task 
for 5 Department Service Offi cers 
in the Cleveland Offi ce.  Not to 
mention, representing 15-30 vet-
erans a week on behalf of appeals, 
to include, researching cases and 
issues. We realized that by having 
the CVSO’s send us claims that 
veterans have chosen the Ameri-
can Legion to advocate directly, 
we were contributing to the over-
all time it takes for a claim to be 
processed.  In order to streamline 
the process, it became obviously 
NECESSARY that CVSO’s send 
claims directly to the VA Evi-
dence Claims Intake Center and 
courtesy copy to our Cleveland 
Offi ce what was sent so we have 
awareness of quality and inven-
tory control.  This change will 
also support the implementation 
of the Rapid Appeals Moderniza-
tion Program (RAMP), discussed 
in another article in this issue, 
that VA began in January 2018. 
The RAMP status will require 
our DSO’s to do more research in 
order to help veterans make the 
right decision. This program is 
not good for every veteran. 

New Claims and Supporting 
Evidence:

We expressed that all new 
claims and evidence will be 
faxed or mailed directly to the 
VA Evidence Intake Center in 
Janesville, WI.

Upon completion of that, the 
CVSO cover sheet with details of 
what was submitted, along with 
proof of submission to the VA, is 
then faxed or mailed directly to 
the AL Cleveland Offi ce with the 
word “COURTESY” stamped or 
written on the sheet.

Appeals and RAMP OPT-IN 
Notices:

All documents relating to ap-
peals will be sent DIRECTLY to 
the Cleveland VARO for our DSO’s 
to review.  The CVSO can sign the 
appeal on the 21-0958, however, 
they CANNOT submit to the VA.

Due to the overwhelmingly 
amount of appeals on inventory, it 
is imperative that our DSO’s make 
the fi nal decision on the submission 
of the 21-0958, VA Form 9, and 
RAMP OPT-IN Notice.

Training:
We recognize the need for 

training and make ourselves 
available for such training.

If you would like to review 
the Service Offi cer Code of 
Procedure, you can fi nd it here: 
https://www.legion.org/publica-
tions/236325/service-officer-
code-procedure.

Left to Right: William Genochio, Eric Hall, Adam Zaebst, Will Brown and Michelle Jones

DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICERS

Link to the actual Bill in Congress: 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2288 

SO
NOW
WHAT

Some of you may have al-
ready begun seeing the letters 
from the VA regarding your 
pending appeal. The Ameri-
can Legion worked diligent-
ly on getting the AMA ap-
proved and this past August, 
the AMA Bill was signed by 
President Trump at the Na-
tional Convention in Reno, 
NV. 

So now what? If you are 
asking, that is a good ques-
tion!  Below is what it means 
to “opt-in” to the RAMP pro-
gram.  However, we ask you 
to do so with caution and 
NEVER without the guidance 
of a DSO or CVSO! While it 
may sound appealing, the fact 
is this isn’t a perfect solution 
and sometimes this is NOT 
the best choice for the Vet-
eran! 

Below is information re-
garding the Appeals Modern-
ization that you can fi nd on 
the VA website, links provid-
ed, as well as in the Novem-
ber 2017 Legion Magazine. 

https://benefits.va.gov/ben-
efi ts/appeals.asp

Option 1: A Higher-Level 
Review

This review is done at the 
VA offi ce that made the origi-
nal decision. Here’s what is 
involved:
• A reviewer will conduct a 

higher-level de novo review 
(or new look) of the deci-
sion based on the same evi-
dence of record.

• The higher-level review 
consists of a closed record, 
therefore there is no sub-
mission of new evidence.

• A reviewer can overturn 
previous decisions based on 
a difference of opinion, or 
based on clear and unmis-
takable error.

• A reviewer who identifi es 
or learns of a duty to assist 

NOWNOW
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By Angie Klosterman
Managing Editor

ST. MARYS - “I’m always hon-
ored when I get to speak on behalf 
of the American veterans who’ve 
served and protected the American 
dream and our way of life for the 
present and for the future,” said 
John McJunkin, a 1967 graduate of 
Memorial High School, when he 
spoke to Rotarians of Wednesday 
at the Eagles. “Veterans also now 
serve the world.”

McJunkin joined American Le-
gion St. Marys Post 323 after serv-
ing 20 months in the Vietnam War. 
He was asked to serve as a Post 
offi cer, to which he said no, but he 
did attend meetings. He eventually 
agreed and worked his way up at 
the American Legion. He has been 
a member of the Post for 47 years 
and served as a post commander 
seven times.

“The American Legion is a group 
of veterans working for veterans,” 
McJunkin noted. “The Legion is a 
patriotic veterans organization that 
believes in God, fl ag and country 
and also in the future of our coun-
try.”

He discussed the different parts 
of the American Legion such as 
the Auxiliary and Sons and noted 
the Legion believes all Americans 
should uphold all and defend the 
U.S. Constitution, believes all past 
wars and confl icts should be re-
membered and taught in schools 
and live with the principles of jus-
tice, freedom and democracy.

The American Legion was char-
tered as the fi rst, U.S. wartime vet-
erans’ organization Sept. 16,1919. 
Post 323, he noted, was chartered 
on Jan. 15, 1920.

McJunkin also noted the Ameri-
can Legion’s programs, and they 
contributed to summer youth 
sporting programs, as well as Boy 
State, Girls State, Boys Nation and 
the Post’s scholarship programs.

They also give out the American-

ism and Government test and have 
a national oratorical contest.

McJunkin also noted the law 
enforcement offi cer of the year, 
teacher of the year and fi refi ghter 
of the year awards, as well.

“We’re really proud of where 
we’re going with that, we’ve got 
plaques for each one, so those 
people will be part of our Post for-
ever,” he said of the year awards.

“That’s always great, and they 
seem to enjoy when they receive 
that award.”

McJunkin said they try to con-
centrate on the local efforts at the 
Post level. McJunkin also serves as 
the public relations chairman for 
the state, as well as for the Post and 
district level. Previously, he served 
on the Legislative Committee.

McJunkin also spoke about his 
time in the service. His grandfather 
was a World War I Army veteran, 
and his father was a World War II 
Army veteran.

“I followed those footsteps, and 
I enlisted thinking that would 
keep me out of the war zone, but it 
didn’t,” he said.

In Vietnam, McJunkin served the 
U.S. Army 1st Air Cavalry Divi-
sion, Company B 227 AHB, where 
they served the majority of their 
time on the Cambodian border.

“We had Huey helicopters, we 
had 20 in my company and we 
moved troops,” he said. “We’d 
pick them up and we’d take them 
to other places where we were sup-
posed to.”

McJunkin said he was proud to 
have served with so many brave 
and dedicated Americans and that 
time. He also noted statistics from 
the Vietnam War, such as the time-
line as to when America pulled out 
its troops to the fall of Saigon on 
April 30,1975. He said the aver-
age Infantryman saw 240 days of 
combat in one year during the Viet-
nam War, compared to World War I 
and World War II, where they saw 

Legionnaire Speaks to Rotary Club

closer to 40 days.
“During the era of the Vietnam 

War 9,087,000 people served in 
the military, there were 2,709,000 
American that served in Vietnam, 
58,148 were killed, 75,000 were 
disabled and 23,000 were 100 per-
cent disabled,” McJunkin said.

“As of April 14, 2017, there are 
still 1,611 MIAs - Missing in Ac-
tion Americans - Still unaccounted 
for from the Vietnam War.”

He said they now have enough 
funds to organize drives to try to 
recover those still missing.

McJunkin also noted the nation-
ally recognized days to honor 
those who served, and he spoke 
about Veterans Day in particular 
and the national ceremony with the 
wreath laying on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier at the Arlington 
National Cemetery.

“Remember your veterans...We 
also must remember our police de-
partments and our fi re departments 
for protecting our families here at 
home,” he added.

John McJunkin with American 
Legion St. Marys Post 323 spoke 
to the St. Marys Rotary Club on 
Wednesday.

AMERICANISM

American Legion, Department 
of Ohio Charities, Inc. Recently 
donated $40,000 to the Boys 
Scouts in order to purchase 
the cabins at Camp Lazarus, 
in Delaware, Ohio. This will 
help improve the camper 
experience for the boy scouts 
as The American Legion 
takes a leadership position 
to support the programs, 
facilities and strategies of the 
scouts. (L to R) Tom Simons, 
Phil Smith, Ryan Bauman, 
Stanley Pleasant, Glenn 
Hickman, John Tepper.

Legion Donates $40,000 to Boys Scouts

I wanted to personally thank 
you for your incredible dona-
tion to the Grove City High 
School NJROTC Program. 
Your gift has already had a tre-
mendous impact on the overall 
cost of the trip for each cadet 
traveling to Naval Air Station 
Pensacola, FL. The reduction 
in cost has allowed cadets that 
did not have the funds to travel, 
to now be part of the trip.

As you may know, JROTC 
programs require thousands of 
dollars in fundraising, dona-
tions, bake sales, etc. to partici-
pate in all of the required drill, 
rifl e, PT, academic team events, 
fi eld trips and summer leader-
ship training academies. The 
U.S. Navy provides a small 
amount of yearly funding, re-
quiring the cadets to put in the 
extra effort to raise money so 
they can participate and grow 
as future citizens.

Additionally, thank you for 

inviting our Drill Team to be 
part of your event. The team, 
led by Cadet Commander 
Alexis Robison, was proud to 
be part of your Mid-Winter 
Conference. They also enjoyed 
speaking with many veterans 
as all four of the color guard is 
joining the military service af-
ter high school. Cadet Robison 
and Cadet Connor Garrett have 
already completed Basic Train-
ing in the Ohio National Guard 
and will attend Advanced Indi-
vidual Training this summer. 
Cadet Emily Bunsey and Cadet 
Summer Messer are both leav-
ing for U.S. Navy Basic Train-
ing after graduation.

Thank you again from all 
of the cadets and instructors 
of Grove City High School 
NJROTC.

Dustin Martin| NJROTC 
Senior Naval Science 

Instructor| CDR, USN (Ret)

Naval Junior Reserve O�  cers 
Training Corps Thanks 
Commander Pleasant

Post 201 Tour of 
Motts Military Museum

A few members of West Jefferson American Legion Post 201 were 
given a tour of the Motts Military Museum. Mr. Motts is on the far left.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION

Post 354 Veterans Day Assembly

Post 525 Wreaths Across America

Post 201 Tour of  The 
Richenbacher Air Force Base

Nine members of Edward Grine Post 354 of New Riegel attended the Veterans Day Assembly at New 
Riegel High Highschool (pictured front row left to right) Commander Dennis Nye, Jim Brickner, Ralph 
Weinandy, Lewis Reinhart and Darl Theis. (Back row left to right) James Kelbey, Justin Elchert, Don Piper 
and Mike Nye.

The Adena American Legion 
Post 525 Auxiliary and S.A.L. 
participated in the Wreaths 
Across America at the National 
Cemetery of The Alleghanys.
1st row: Marcy Zamski, Joyce 
Sawko, Libby Core, Le Ann 
Hopkins, Cheryl Zamski.
2nd row: John Zamki, Bernie 
Jeskey, Rockie Filius, Frank 
Nameth, George Hopkins, Mark 
Anderson, Rich Scouronski, 
Frank Zamski.

Some members of West Jefferson American Legion Post 201 took a tour of The Richenbacher Air Force 
Base. Some also got to try the Boom Refueling Simulator. This is used to teach how to refuel other planes 
in fl ight. Behind the group is one of the refueling tanker planes (KC135) which is the same as a 707.

Post 169 Check Presented

In October a check for $300 was presented to the Mercy Hospital 
Mission services for their veterans fl ag pins by The American 
Legion Post 169 Tiffi n, Ohio. Commander Dennis Murphy presented 
the check to Julie Landoll, Mission Services, Connie Foster R.N. 
from Pallitave Care, and Tina Mira Chaplain in Mission Services. 
Mercy has a program where every veteran patient is recognized on 
discharge from their hospital in Tiffi n and Willard, Ohio. A veteran 
will receive a fl ag pin to wear on their discharge from the hospital, 
all employees who are veterans themselves line in the hallway to 
salute them leaving, other employees line up in quiet solitude with 
hands over their hearts. This is just a small token of appreciation 
for the veteran selfl ess acts of courage in defending our freedoms. 
The American Legion 169 has teamed up with Mercy in this show of 
gratitude since 2014. The auxiliary has donated to buy the pins from 
2014 when the program started  to 2016 and the Tiffi n Post 169 is 
donating the year. A humble act of thankfulness.

Post 743 Veterans Day 

Neal Post 743, North Kingsville, Held their Veteran’s Day program that was 
open to the public at the Greenlawn Memorial Gardens in Northkingsville. 
Participating in the program were Will Runyan, Duane Hatch and Joan Lee. 
The program was well attended and ended with our honor guard fi ring 
the rifl e salute and taps played. Following the public program the Post 
met at Water’s Catering Hall for the Post meeting. Members participated in 
setting the missing person’s table. Readings were given by Will Runyan, 
Duane Hatch, and Joan Lee. A new sounds system donated by our late 
Comrade Richard Mead’s wife was dedicated. Mrs. Joanne Mead and 
children were guests. Seventeen Post members and their guests attended 
and enjoyed a great dinner and a time of visiting. Military decorations were 
provided by Chaplain Duane Hatch.
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Post 354 Family Christmas Party

Post 290 Children’s Christmas Party

Post 614 Raise the Flag

Post 290’s Christmas Story

Post 290 Annual Christmas Party

At the December 17th Family Christmas Part of Edward Grine Post 354 of New Riegel, 
Five $25 gifts of cash were given to members children in a random drawing. In the 
picture are the winning children along with Post Commander Dennis Nye along with 
Children and Youth Chairman Herman Kimmet.

The children and grandchildren of 290 sit quietly waiting for entertainment and Santa at 
the post S.A.L. children’s Christmas party.

Members of Post 614 in Hilliard, raise the fl ag at all home football games at Davidson 
High School. Shown are Chuck Buck, Barbra Cash, and Wallace Cash holding the fl ag, 
and awaiting their cue, the beginning of “The Star Spangled Banner”.

Post 290’s Chaplain, Ken Rambo reads a Christmas story to veterans and other 
residents at the annual visit to this and other assisted livings homes.

Santa and his Post 290 helpers are all smiles as they pose for a photo after the post 
annual Christmas Party.
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Post 173 New Commissioner

Harold Kerr Post 173, In Bellefontaine, Ohio being sworn in as a Commissioner, to 
serve on the Logan County Veteran’s Service Commission for a period of fi ve years.
In the photo with Ray, is his wife, Linda, and Judge William Goslpe - this event took 
place on January 4, 2018.



PAGE 10 January | February | March 2018OHIO LEGION NEWS

Second “to none” District won the Brown Jug Award for the turn-in on 
November 15th.

Brown Jug Award

4th District Donation

Jesse A. “Jack” Reese was 
drafted into the Army Air corps 
in 1943, at the age of 18,  while 
he was a junior at Alliance High 
School in Stark County.  After ba-
sic training, he was shipped over-
seas, landing in England on June 
30, 1944.  He became a member 
of the 337th Bomb Group and 
went on his first mission on Aug. 
6th.  Reese was a tail gunner in 
a B-17 bomber which completed 
35 missions over Europe during 
World War II.  On his last mis-
sion on Dec. 31, 1944, his B-17 
bomber “Ole Skatterflak” came 
under repeated attack as it re-

turned home from a raid on Ger-
many.  Four of the crew had been 
wounded during the raid, but the 
two remaining gunners, includ-
ing Reese, maintained their posi-
tions and fought off the attacks 
on the vulnerable aircraft, which 
lacked fighter support.  

Reese received many awards 
for his military service dur-
ing WWII. For his actions on 
Dec.31st, Reese was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross 
Medal, though he didn’t receive 
it until 2015 because of a bureau-
cratic mistake.  

On November 20, 2017, Guil-

The American Legion
100th Anniversary Coin Act of 2017

laume Lacroix, head of the French 
Consulate in Chicago, came 
to the Dover, Ohio St. Joseph 
Church Family Life Center to 
award the French Legion of Hon-
or Medal to Jack Reese.  Many 
distinguished local and state per-
sons plus family members were 
present for this award.  While 
presenting the medal, Guillaume 
Lacroix said “He’s an American 
hero, but he’s a French hero be-
cause without him, without his 
companions - without these great 
men and women - my country 
would not exist. You saved us 
from the Nazis, not the Germans.  

‘A True American & French Hero’

Past Department Treasurer Don Chandler, Past Department 
Commander Ron Chapman and District Finance Officer Steve 
Foster present a $500 donation from the Fabulous Fourth District 
to the Joseph House in Cincinnati.

The Germans are our friends 
now.  But you saved us from the 
Nazis, who wanted to destroy our 
country, destroy our values, de-
stroy our families.  And without 
the assistance of America, the 
French flag would not be flying.” 
He said “It is a great honor for me 
as a grandson of a World War II 
veteran of France to be here with 
you and being the one who on be-
half of the French Republic, will 
pin the Legion of Honor, which 
is the highest-ranking distinction 
in France. The French Legion of 
Honor was created by Napoleon 
Bonaparte in 1802, and given out 

to people who have carried out 
actions of great value.”  Lacroix 
concluded by saying to Reese 
“You are really a true Ameri-
can hero, and France is grateful.  
France will never forget.” Reese 
also received numerous other 
honors at this ceremony.  

Reese is former teacher in the 
Dover City Schools. He has been 
a member of The American Le-
gion for 11 years and has served 
as the Dover Post 205 Command-
er since 2010. The American Le-
gion is proud that Jesse “Jack” 
Reese, is an active member.   

Dover American Legion Post 205 Commander presented Distinguished Flying Cross Medal and the French Legion of Honor Medal

At long last it is official. 
The Congress has passed 
and the President signed into 
law, “The American Legion 
100th Anniversary Coin Act 
of 2017.”

National Commander De-
nise H. Rohan and Legion-
naires representing every 
American Legion Depart-
ment met in Indianapolis at 
the Fall Meetings and were 
joined by one of the Indi-
ana senators who sponsored 
the Legion coin bill in that 
body, Senator Todd Young. 
He stated: 

“Before it was passed, the 
House version of The Ameri-
can Legion 100th Anniversa-
ry Commemorative Coin Act 
(H.R. 2519), had garnered 
more cosponsors (385) than 
any other coin bill autho-
rized in the past decade. 

That kind of support for the 
legislation, which was signed 
into law by President Donald 
Trump, is proof to U.S. Senator 
Todd Young of the respect mem-
bers of Congress have for the 
Legion.

This commemorative coin bill, 
like all commemorative coin 
bills, is not exactly easy to get 
through Congress,” Young told 
Legionnaires and the media at 
the Legion’s National Head-
quarters in Indianapolis. “Com-
memorative coin bills require at 
least 67 senators to cosponsor, 
and at least 290 members of the 
House of Representatives to co-
sponsor before they can be con-
sidered before either chamber. 

When’s the last time you saw 67 
senators agree on anything? Or 
290 members of the House? That 
really tells you something about 

how highly regarded the Le-
gion is on Capitol Hill.”

Without the momentous 
effort of every member of 
the American Legion fam-
ily, this bill would not have 
happened so quickly. With 
YOUR hard work and dedi-
cation, not only did this bill 
become law, we broke and 
established a new record in 
the process. (Everyone did 
such wonderful work).

The coin is now in the plan-
ning, design, and marketing 
stages with further informa-
tion forthcoming.

But, ultimately it speaks to 
what the entire Legion fam-
ily has done since the begin-
ning of this great organiza-
tion in 1919. We are PROUD 
of this accomplishment.

THANKS to all of you, and 
especially to all of them.
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MIDWINTER HIGHLIGHTS

POSTS RECEIVE
 MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

Dist. Post  Post Legal Name  Post/Dist. CMDR Post City
02 0395 Wayne Thomas S Clarke Waynesfi eld
07 0730 Ashville Community Ronald L Clifton Ashville
10 0351 Mingo Junction Robert  Smith Mingo Junction
10 0056 Charles H. Carey Daryal L Emelo Salem 
10 0519 Carr-Bailey Randie L McRobie Mineral City
03 0787 Roger L. Vickers Larry H Derr Springfi eld
08 0303 Robert Wyckoff Thomas D Neal MC Arthur
11 0312 Belmont Clair E Blon Belmont
09 0609 Barber Williams Keith  McCrory Kirtland
11 0090 Epworth Bruce E Miller Bethesda
12 0486 Robert Dutro Lewis E Comton Jr. Groveport
07 0694 Roy W. Wilson Charles P Emery Mowrystown
05 0434 Caufi eld Douglas E Bollinger Bloomville
09 0247 Lowellville Roy N Oliver Sr. Lowellville
09 0051 Hubbard John T Raica Hubbard
12 0001 Frankli, INC. David W Stockham Columbus
05 0659 Berlin Heights Chuck  Knight Berlin Heights
04 0681 Havelock D. Nelson Mark D Riesenberg West Chester
13 0572 Joseph J. Jacubic, INC. Henry J Kessler Parma
01 0143 John Dale Dean F Reinking Fayette
01 0334 Arthur Daly Sylvester J Lantz   Toledo
02 0346 Harvey Lewis William R Evans II Ohio City
02 0493 Scherer Harry G Noah Jackson Center
02 0603 West Mansfi eld Joel  Vanwinkle West Mansfi eld
03 0174 Buckeye James E Bergman North Star
01 0018 Tony Wrobleski, INC. Richard D Hendrix Toledo
01 0536 Harter-Williams Roy L Sutter Gilboa
03 0353 Eck Ary-Douglas Dickey David R Webb Ansonia
05 0102 Karl Wilson Locke Michael D Ives Wellington
09 0352 Mentor Geoffrey F Hoff Mentor
10 0466 West Lafatette Jack L Patterson West Lafatette
10 0634 Walhoning Valley Gerald H Fox Warsaw
13 0002 Cleveland Paul D Zeiak Strongsville
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POST 3 FINDLAY
CLAIR BISHOP
JAMES BROWN
ROBERT HILKERT
KEITH STOOKSBERRY
RALPH WOLERY
MICHAEL YOUNG
JOHN ZITKOVIC
POST 6 SPRINGFIELD
DAVID FORD
JOHN FRESHOUR
POST 7 WICKLIFFE
DAVID ROBINSON
POST 8 WELLINGTON
GERALD CAMP
ROBERT DUPEE
DELBERT MOHRMAN
POST 11 LANCASTER
RICHARD FETTERS
THOMAS JONES
RONALD MOORE
EDWARD POLING
JAMES SADDLER
MICHAEL SHANNON
WALTER STAMBAUGH
JACK STILLINGER
DONALD VANHORN
POST 12 ELYRIA
ROY BARTHOLOMEW
GLENN DILLS
JARED HARRISON
ALLEN LEDYARD
HUBERT MEREDITH
KENNETH MIMS
HAROLD MUDGE
MONTY RATLIFF
JOHN RICKS
CHARLES SLUSHER
ROBERT SMITH
GEORGE VINCENT
DELBERT YOUNGLESS
POST 16 MANSFIELD
ROBERT DENIG
EUGENE FLORO
RICHARD HECHT
EARL LOCKE
BARBARA SAUNDERS
JAMES SECREST
POST 19 AKRON
LEE DAVIES
20 BREMEN
PAUL SCHMELTZER
POST 23 PORTSMOUTH
MICHAEL BENNETT
CARL GREGORY
WALTER SHEETS
POST 24 Mc CONNELSVILLE
HOWARD COX
POST 28 PERRYSBURG
ALFRED HILT
ALLYN ROLLO
DELOY SCHRAMM
POST 29 ZANESVILLE
WILLIAM ASHWORTH
RUSSELL BATEMAN
RALPH BLAND
BUDDY BROWN
ANTHONY COLES
ROBERT DAVIS
WILLIAM DEAL
JOHN FLYNN
PHILLIP KELTON
WILLIAM MAUTZ
THOMAS NASH
BARBARA WEST
RICHARD WEST

BRYAN WILLIAMS
ROBERT WRIGHT
POST 30 LORAIN
ROBERT LINKOUS
PAUL STAVESKY
POST 31 EAST PALESTINE
JAMES MCLAUGHLIN
POST 33 STEUBENVILLE
JOSEPH ANDRESEN
WILLIAM MARKER
D JAMES PHILLIPPI
NORMAN POTENZINA
POST 39 POMEROY
EARL GILKEY
WILLIAM OHLINGER
JIM SHEETS
LEONARD VANMETER
POST 41 NORWALK
RONALD ADELMAN
WAYNE ALLEN
ALAN DERBY
ERNEST PISKO
FRANK SLOCUM
POST 44 CANTON
DONALD COLLINS
ROBERT DOVIDIO
GLENN HERDLICK
JAMES HONE
DONALD MACHAN
PAUL OVERDORF
ROBERT PAONE
EDWARD PELLEGRENE
POST 46 BELLEVUE
HAROLD NOTTKE
POST 49 WILMINGTON
JAMES FOLAND
RICHARD SPINKS
THOMAS URTON
JOHN WALTERS
POST 51 HUBBARD
FRANCIS CREA
CHARLES MALIN
POST 52 BELLAIRE
ESTHER BOOTH
JAMES KLEE
FREDA PHILLIPS
PAUL STROPE
POST 60 STRYKER
JOHN OPDYCKE
VERNON SLOAN
POST 62 CHILLICOTHE
RICHARD PAYNE
POST 63 OTTAWA
THOMAS GREVE
CHARLES KIDD
MARCUS ROOF
THEODORE SEALTS
POST 64 MARIETTA
DAVID CARPENTER
PHILLIP CASTO
JAMES CLINE
LYLE DEMING
JOHN PHILLIPS
DALE WAGNER
CHARLES WHITING
POST 67 SHREVE
TEDDY MCCLARAN
POST 69 READING
WILLIAM FUERSICH
PAUL KREINER
RONALD SWENSEN
POST 72 MT CARMEL
EDWARD BEISER
PAUL FERENC
POST 73 FOSTORIA
RICHARD COPPLER
RONALD HAYNES
ROLAND HUTCHINS
HAROLD LOGSDON
CECIL VAUGHN
POST 76 SEBRING
SHEPHARD HILL
POST 77 NEFFS
THOMAS COMINSKY
AMOS KARKOWSKI
POST 79 MARYSVILLE
WALTER HARBOLD
LELAND NICOL
POST 81 JACKSON
RALPH WHITE
POST 83 SANDUSKY
ROLLAND BERTSCH

JOSEPH CAMELLA
ROBERT JOYCE
CARL KRAMER
RUSSELL LAYTON
PETER MELLIO
JOHN WALTERS
RICHARD WHALEY
POST 84 CAMBRIDGE
DONALD FAIRCHILD
CHARLES SCHAUB
CHARLES WARNER
POST 85 NEWARK
HARMON BUTCHER
CHARLES MAYS
MACK MCELFRESH
ROBERT MEARS
POST 86 TORONTO
MICHAEL BODNAR
NICHOLAS BUTLER
FLOYD CUSICK
CLARENCE MOZINGO
STANLEY OHALEK
POST 88 ASHLAND
PAUL CHORPENING
JOHN CROSKEY
HARRY HANSON
BILL HARRIS
EDWARD HOWARD
DONALD WALTERS
DON WEILER
POST 91 BEREA
DAN MURANKO
POST 92 UTICA
DAVID DOWELL
POST 95 XENIA
EARL KNIGHT
RICHARD LIPSCOMB
POST 96 LIMA
JAMES HARPER
CLARENCE KERSKER
HOMER LOFTIS
IRWIN PUCKETT
RONALD SHANAHAN
BUTCH SMITH
FORREST WEAVER
POST 97 CARDINGTON
RAMSEY BENSON
CHARLES HARDIN
EMERSON RINEHART
POST 98 COLUMBUS
ROBERT GRIMES
POST 100 WEST UNION 
HUBERT KNAUFF
ROBERT RALSTON
POST 101 LA RUE
ROBERT CANCRO
POST 103 ASHTABULA
CHARLES BROWN
RICHARD WELTON
POST 104 SOUTH EUCLID
CHRISTIAN DUSSING
GEORGE QUA
POST 105 LONDON
GEORGE TRUEB
POST 107 PATASKALA
CHARLES EASTHAM
POST 110 TOLEDO
WILLIAM TODOROWSKI
POST 112 MADISON
ANDREW BEEBE
MONTFORD COON
LEE CORNELL
RAYMOND SAVASTANO
GEORGE SUPER
POST 113 PORT CLINTON
WILLIAM GRAYBILL
ANDREW GROVER
DOUGLAS MCDOUGALL
POST 114 OAK HARBOR
LOUIS YOUNG
POST 115 DELAWARE
WILLIAM BALTHASER
POST 116 BYESVILLE
JAMES LINKHORN
POST 117 DEFIANCE
EARL FRY
FREDERICK OLINGHOUSE
POST 118 AMHERST
RAYMOND BECHTEL
ROBERT BECHTEL
GERALD KREMER
GLEN LARGES

JAN LONGSTRETH
VIVIN MILLER
WILLIAM MITCHELL
JOSEPH VALENTIN
POST 120 URBANA
PAUL GEUY
POST 121 FREMONT
LUTHER FOX
DONALD OHMS
ROBERT SORGEN
POST 128 MIDDLEPORT
GENE DANIELS
CLARENCE JACKS
POST 131 LEETONIA
GEORGE MORROW
POST 134 CIRCLEVILLE
RONALD BRUNGS
MICHAEL FOREMAN
JAMES PRICE
POST 137 FARMER
DON WADE
POST 138 HAMILTON
JOHN KRUSCHINSKI
MELVIN PFIRRMAN
POST 139 NEW PHILADELPHIA
FRANK FISCHIO
JAMES METCALF
JAMES ROSE
JAMES WHITMAN
POST 140 GREENVILLE
DICK CANAN
PAUL DICKEY
KEITH HIEGEL
JAMES HUFNAGLE
ROBERT MACKENZIE
WILLIAM MCDANIEL
POST 142 WAVERLY
BILLY HUGHES
POST 144 COLUMBUS
JAMES BAUMANN
CHARLES GREENWALD
DELMON HOLLEY
ALVA MCFARLAND
THOMAS SEACRIST
POST 147 APPLE CREEK
GEORGE PRINGLE
POST 149 FRANKLIN

ROBERT GANSHEIMER
POST 151 CONNEAUT
ROBERT GOLDSMITH
WILLIAM GREER
THOMAS PALMATIER
POST 160 BREWSTER
PAUL MCGILL
POST 162 MARION
ERVIN BROWN
MEAD CARMICHAEL
POST 164 GROVE CITY
ROBERT GRIESENBROCK
POST 165 MIAMISBURG
DON BARTON
JAMES BEDWELL
DAN CLARK
FREDERICK FLORY
LAWRENCE GIBSON
CHARLES GILLUM
WESLEY JOHNSON
CLARENCE KACHENMEISTER
DONALD OBERLIN
FRANCIS OFFNER
CLIFFORD SCHMIDT
FREDERICK SPIEGEL
VERNON THOMPSON
POST 166 ALLIANCE
WILLIAM LUDT
POST 168 BARNESVILLE
DALE HANNAHS
DALE MILHOAN
POST 169 TIFFIN
JAMES SHERTZER
POST 170 WADSWORTH
CHARLES MANN
POST 171 WESTERVILLE
ROBERT MURNAHAN
POST 173 BELLEFONTAINE
CLARENCE FLETCHER
DAVID HERRING
POST 175 STOW
DONALD CANAVAN
POST 176 S CHARLESTON
CHARLES LOGAN
POST 178 VAN WERT
GEORGE BOSTICK
KENNETH BRAKE

TAPS

“It is with deep sorrow that we 
announce the passing of Hon-
orary Past Department 
Commander and Past 
Department Adjutant 
Roger Hight.

The American Legion 
has lost a special person 
and an icon whose pres-
ence is felt in every fac-
et of our organization. 
Those of us who have 
been fortunate enough to know 
and work with Roger have lost 
a dear friend and Legionnaire. 
Roger leaves behind a legacy 

ROGER HIGHT
of service and love of both his 
personal family and his Legion 

family. His spirit will 
forever be part of our 
lives.

No words can ad-
equately express our 
sadness at Roger’s 
death or our gratitude 
for the time we were 
able to spend with 
him. We will honor 

his memory by dedicating our-
selves to continuing the work of 
The American Legion that he 
loved so much.”

In Memoriam
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It is with our 
deepest sym-
pathies that 
we announce 
the passing of 
Past Depart-
ment Com-
mander David 
Cropper. 

Commander 
Cropper was a Life Member of 

DAVID CROPPER
the James Dickey Post 23 in 
Portsmouth, OH. He served as 
our Department Commander 
in 1973-1974. A World War II 
Army Veteran, Commander 
Cropper served in the Pacifi c 
theater and was a recipient of 
the Pacifi c Campaign Med-
al, the Army Good Conduct 
Medal and the World War II 
Victory Medal. 

In Memoriam
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RALPH GARWOOD
ALFRED GERMANN
CARL HATTERY
EDWIN PIERCE
RALPH TAYLOR
JAMES WARNER
POST 180 GEORGETOWN
JIMMIE GIFFORD
NORVILLE HARDYMAN
CHARLES LAMBERT
RAYMOND MAYS
JOHN SCHOELLMAN
POST 181 BUCYRUS
W CHANDLER
STEVEN HAMM
RICHARD HARBAUGH
CHARLES HUGGINS
JAMES LANDIS
ROBERT LEATHEM
POST 183 PEMBERVILLE
GLENN GROVER
POST 186 LEBANON
MARION WHITACRE
POST 191 SPENCERVILLE
PHILIP FISHBAUGH
JACK JONES
POST 192 MILLERSBURG
CARL ANDERSON
ROBERT HALL
POST 193 MANTUA
CLYDE BAILEY
DONALD BENHAM
SYLVESTER GHARKY
GEORGE STADTLANDER
POST 194 MASON
THOMAS BRITTON
CHARLES HAMM
CHARLES RIELAGE
POST 196 BRECKSVILLE
BRUNO KOWALEWSKI
POST 199 HARRISON
RONALD ENGLAND
HARRY HOWARD
JOHN KEMME
WILLIAM OLVERSON
NICHOLAS SCHWAB
POST 200 HUBER HEIGHTS
HAROLD EVANS
MICHAEL LANE
FORREST ROGERS
FREDERICK WILSON
POST 201 WEST JEFFERSON
CHARLES DODGE
POST 202 MEDINA
LEE SYLVESTER
POST 207 WILLSHIRE
BOBBY HAYNES
POST 209 AKRON
HOMER LAWRENCE
ARMAND NERONE
POST 210 CELINA
KENNETH GERKEN
JOSEPH KUHN
DANIEL MIESSE
CHARLES MILLER
POST 211 AVON LAKE
GENE ANDREWS
RONALD LISOWSKI
POST 214 WILLOUGHBY
RAYMOND BATICH
JOHN POOLE
POST 215 EATON
GEORGE BUSSARD
POST 217 SIDNEY
HAROLD BOWLING
JAMES BURRESS
FRANCIS COPELAND
LARRY GROSS
THOMAS GROSSMAN
ROBERT JONES
DELBERT LETT
JAMES ROTH
DAVID SCHMIDT
IVO SHERMAN
ALBERTA SMITH
CARL WERMERT
POST 218 MIDDLETOWN
CARL CHAMBLISS
THERESA GENTILE
DOUGLAS HALL
GERALD MORRIS
WALTER WILCH

POST 221 MASSILLON
JOHN CROSS
PAUL DANILUK
POST 223 HICKSVILLE
JOHN PHILLIPS
JAMES VANCUREN
POST 225 UPPER SANDUSKY
DANIEL MOLL
GEORGE WALTON
POST 227 BRIDGEPORT
WILLIAM PAHL
POST 228 POWHATAN POINT
JOHN PUGH
POST 229 NELSONVILLE
JOHN HALL
STEVE YINGER
POST 232 GRAND RAPIDS
ROGER HIGHT
POST 234 BRUNSWICK
CLIFTON ARICK
EDWARD BUELL
WILLIAM GALLON
RALPH HOUSEHOLDER
JOSEPH TAKO
NORBERT VANA
POST 235 GIRARD
REUBEN BENNETT
KENNETH CHAPMAN
DAVID HALL
FRANK HOAGLAND
SEWELL MARSH
RAY NEVEL
F SCRAGG
POST 236 NEWTON FALLS
HAROLD BAILEY
POST 239 WORTHINGTON
H BILLUPS
CLYDE DAMES
WILLIAM MCREYNOLDS
ELDEN YATES
POST 240 LUCKEY
PHILIP SCOTT
POST 241 NEW BREMEN
WILLIAM SULLIVAN
EVERET TOPP
POST 242 WINCHESTER
LELAND SAUTTER
POST 243 GALION
RICHARD BORDERS
BOBBY ENGLER
RICHARD MCCALLISTER
POST 245 NEW MADISON
JOE ELIKER
POST 247 LOWELLVILLE
DERICK EDWARDS
ANTHONY ESARCO
POST 248 PLAIN CITY
CHARLES STENNER
POST 250 SYCAMORE
RONALD BABCOCK
JAMES STEWART
POST 253 ANTWERP
EUGENE ODONNELL
POST 254 JOHNSTOWN
LARRY SANFORD
POST 256 LOVELAND
JOHN STOUT
POST 257 LOUDONVILLE
RILEY MARRELL
EDWARD SAGE
WILLIS WARNER
POST 262 HAMLER
MELVIN BISHOP
ERVIN MEYER
EDWIN MICHAELIS
PAUL SCHWIEBERT
POST 265 WAUSEON
DOYLE BERNATH
JUAN RODRIGUEZ
JAMES STUDENKA
GAYLORD WAGNER
POST 268 DELPHOS
ARTHUR GROTHOUSE
WILLIAM LOOSER
JOHN METZNER
POST 275 LISBON
JOHN STOCKMAN
POST 276 COLUMBUS
JOHN MAURER
POST 278 WARREN
TONY DICENSO
POST 279 ELMORE

BYRON GILBERT
POST 281 CUYAHOGA FALLS
EARL BAXTER
GEORGE BLOCKSOM
POST 282 ORRVILLE
HARRY MCMORROW
NEVIN SHORT
WILLIAM WAGNER
POST 283 PICKERINGTON
RAY FENSTEMAKER
SIDNEY THACKER
POST 285 HEBRON
HARVEY WILLIAMS
POST 286 NEW CARLISLE
RICHARD BARDEY
RAY MATHENA
ROBERT OWENS
SCOTT TAYLOR
POST 290 COLUMBIANA
MILTON ELWONGER
POST 292 NEW LONDON
HAROLD WELCH
POST 295 GREEN SPRINGS
EARLIE LEE
POST 300 NAPOLEON
MARCELLA CONN
KENNETH CREAGER
CALVIN JAQUA
MARION REECE
JOHN SANEHOLTZ
POST 301 AUSTINTOWN
JOHN SCHULLER
POST 307 PIONEER
DANIEL GEARHART
POST 309 MAPLE HEIGHTS
JOHN DISCENZA
DANNY GORMAN
GEORGE HUDAK
FRANCIS SCHIFFBAUR
POST 311 ARCHBOLD
BERNARD LAYMAN
POST 322 WEST ALEXANDRIA
MARION MOLER
JOHN NOE
POST 323 ST. MARYS
DWIGHT HARNER
DARREL NEVERGALL
POST 324 GENOA
JAMES CAMPBELL
JON KNAPP
POST 325 MANCHESTER
JUNIOR MCDANIEL
RUSSELL POLLITT
POST 326 SHELBY
ROBERT HEIFNER
POST 327 CORNING
GLENN WRIGHT
POST 330 WAPAKONETA
TONY GRANTHAM
RICHARD NAYLOR
MERLIN STEVELEY
POST 331 RAVENNA
GEORGE BEERS
GARY BERG
FRANK HEAD
ROBERT LLOYD
POST 332 Mc CLURE
LLOYD KANE
POST 335 TOLEDO
NED ZEIGLER
POST 336 PAINESVILLE
GEORGE BATYKEFER
ALEX HORVATH
SAMUEL SANTANGELO
LEE SCHROYER
LEONARD WIETRZYKOWSKI
POST 338 BRADNER
TERRENCE AUGUSTINE
GEORGE EVANS
JERRY MAZEY
GARY SNAVELY
NEALY STAHL
GEORGE STRAUSBAUGH
POST 341 OAKWOOD
JOE MEAD
ROGER MOORE
POST 343 EUCLID
ANDREW BALAZS
HENRY BERNBAUM
ROSE CHIODO
JOSEPH DIRUSSO
CHARLES DOLENC

JOHN FOLEY
LAWRENCE FRANEY
JOSEPH MAYER
EUGENE ZIMMERMAN
POST 344 CAREY
DANNY CONLEY
POST 346 OHIO CITY
WILLIAM BOLENBAUGH
POST 352 MENTOR
ROBERT BARBER
DONALD CHRISTOFER
POST 354 NEW RIEGEL
LEROY COLEMAN
GERALD MATHIAS
MICHAEL WELTER
POST 355 FORT LORAMIE
ALBIN EILERMAN
BERNARD SANDERS
POST 357 MINERVA
JOSEPH PONTONES
POST 367 RIPLEY
KENNETH STEIN
JOHN WILSON
POST 374 EAST LIVERPOOL
JOHN EBAUGH
SHERIDAN POLLOCK
POST 375 MALVERN
ROGER GRIFFIN
RICKY PHILLIPS
POST 377 CAMDEN
HENDRIX BREWER
DOUGLAS PITTS
POST 382 BLUFFTON
LESTER BRIEN
POST 384 WHITEHOUSE
ELDEN BAKER
LEO CAMPBELL
RICHARD ECKERT
RONALD FITZSIMMONS
JAMES STUDER
POST 387 MINSTER
CHARLES DICKMAN
POST 389 BEVERLY
CHESTER HEJDUK
JAMES LOCKE
JAMES PUGH
POST 397 VERMILION
JAY DORSEY
ROBERT GILLIE
DONALD MANLY
POST 399 DRESDEN
JAMES VERNON
POST 401 CALEDONIA
GARY TACKETT
POST 404 REPUBLIC
DARYL BALDOSSER
POST 405 NEW WASHINGTON
DALE SPRINGER
POST 407 DOYLESTOWN
JERRY HOPKINS
PEGGY HOPPER
RICHARD RASTORFER
POST 414 GLOUSTER
GERALD MINGUS
POST 417 MT. STERLING
BUCK HANLEY
POST 421 FAIRVIEW PARK
ROGER JACKSON
RICHARD SLABY
POST 425 CINCINNATI
WILLIAM FRESE
POST 427 CINCINNATI
CLAUDE HARDY
POST 430 COLUMBUS
ROBERT HUNTER
CARL NOLL
POST 431 NEWCOMERSTOWN
MAX SHARROCK
POST 433 IRONTON
JERRY BROWNSTEAD
TOMMY PINKESTON
RAYMOND SCHOENER
POST 435 VERSAILLES
JAMES BARGA
POST 436 GREENTOWN
CLIFFORD DETWILER
ROBERT MARTIN
POST 441 TONTOGANY
GEORGE DAVISSON
POST 444 NEW KNOXVILLE
VICTOR HENSCHEN
POST 447 PLYMOUTH
VALGENE GULLETT

POST 449 AKRON
ALBERT MAGAZZENI
RAYMOND YOST
POST 450 MILFORD
CLARENCE STRICKER
POST 451 ROCKY RIVER
JAMES CONFORTO
CHARLES TAMONEY
POST 452 MOGADORE
HARVEY FORD
POST 464 HUDSON
JOHN MORSE
POST 466 WEST LAFAYETTE
PAUL HARSTINE
POST 468 SYLVANIA
HARRY EARL
POST 469 CLEVELAND
GLENN REES
POST 470 COLDWATER
EUGENE BORGER
HOMER SCHIELTZ
ELMER SPECK
WILFRED WILKER
POST 471 PORTSMOUTH
CLARENCE WELLS
POST 473 COPLEY
THOMAS LUXMORE
EUGENE SMITH
POST 475 SHERRODSVILLE
ROY HUFFMAN
POST 485 CLEVES
WILLIAM HOLTKAMP
POST 486 COLUMBUS
DONALD HAFEY
WILLIAM WILLIS
POST 488 CRESTLINE
JAMES GEHRISCH
POST 490 WHITEHALL
CHARLES DRAINE
ZACHARY LITZ
POST 496 KENT
RONNIE JONES
POST 497 CRESTON
KENNETH STAHL
POST 500 FREDERICKTOWN
RICHARD ALLEY
POST 504 YOUNGSTOWN
LARANCE WHITED
POST 506 KINSMAN
LESTER HART
POST 513 CINCINNATI
RONALD MCDANIEL
ROBERT SNELL
POST 514 WILLARD
LEON LEWIS
CHARLES NAPIER
521 SHADYSIDE
BURL YATES
522 STRASBURG
NORMAN COUTS
JOSEPH MIZE
NEIL SELINSKY
523 LODI
LAWRENCE RITZ
POST 525 ADENA
JOHN DOLAK
TERRENCE FLETCHER
POST 526 FAIRBORN
JOSEPH BELTON
CHARLES GRIMMETT
MICHAEL LEGGETT
MERTON SAYCE
GALE SCHWARZMAN
CHARLES WILLARD
MILAN ZELJAK
POST 529 DILLONVALE
JOSEPH HUTKAI
WILLIAM LOLLINI
ANTHONY MATTIOLI
JAMES MCDEVITT
POST 530 GREENHILLS
THOMAS FROEHLE
POST 532 COLUMBUS
RICHARD DOLLINGS
TERRY HEISELMAN
RAYMOND PENDELL
RICKY VANHOY
533 ROSSFORD
RICHARD CORMANY
534 CINCINNATI
JAMES HARTMAN
WILLIAM MILLS
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JOSEPH TONEY
535 BELLVILLE
WILLIAM HAMILTON
ROGER MORGAN
537 OREGON
WILLIAM MORITZ
POST 539 NORTH BALTIMORE
DUANE OLLENDORF
GILBERT PEREZ
POST 540 CORTLAND
JAMES STEWART
POST 541 CONTINENTAL
DONALD HARTER
POST 542 PUT-IN-BAY
ROBERT SCHMIDT
POST 547 MONROEVILLE
MELVIN MARTIN
ERVIN MYERS
POST 548 LOUISVILLE
ROBERT GRIFFIN
VINCENT KRESS
LOUIS LAUTZENHEISER
CHARLES LOCKNEY
JACK NIETO
ARMANDO PRENDES
MICHAEL SAEGER
GEORGE SCHISSLER
POST 549 BEACH CITY
MATTHEW CHATTERELLI
550 NEW RICHMOND
CALVIN MILLER
POST 551 HOLMESVILLE
TERRY BARNETT
POST 553 TOLEDO
MICHAEL DAVEY
POST 554 CINCINNATI
JAMES GRIFFIN
ARTHUR WITTBERG
POST 555 MARBLEHEAD
ARTHUR HIGLEY
POST 557 WINTERSVILLE
ALBERT FEBO
POST 559 PARMA
ROBERT DAVID
POST 560 CAMPBELL
GEORGE KAPSULIS
PAUL ZUZIK
POST 565 YOUNGSTOWN
MILO SINCICH
POST 566 AKRON
ALBERT MANTZ
EDWARD SHUE
POST 568 LEESBURG
BRANDON HOLLIDAY
CHARLES SEXTON
POST 572 PARMA
RALPH BOTA
HOWARD DIBBLE
JOE SEMANISIN
JAMES SLEDZ
STEVE SLUSNY
KARL ZEMBOWER
POST 576 TOLEDO
EUGENE FARMER
POST 584 MARION
CHARLES EMANS
BILL GLIMPSE
DARRELL SHOFFNER
JOHN SMITH
FOREST WINFIELD
POST 586 TIPP CITY
DAVE ELLIOTT
JOHN HOLTZHAUER
ROBERT MILLER
WENDELL MORGAN
H MYERS
PAUL NORDHEIM
POST 587 TOLEDO
JAMES LAMBERT
POST 588 OSGOOD
ELMER GRILLIOT
POST 598 KETTERING
JERRY BRASIER
FREDERICK BROTHERS
DONALD DAPORE
ROBERT FREESE
RONALD GLOWACKI
WILLIAM JENKINS
JACK KING
HERBERT NIDIFFER
GERALD PAPROCKI
LINCOLN PRATT

POST 601 NORTH MADISON
JAMES LYONS
GREG MAJERNIK
OWEN PRICE
DAVID VANDAME
POST 610 BROOK PARK
JOHN BANGERT
LAWRENCE BORUSZEWSKI
DARRAH CRAMER
ROBERT JONES
JOHN MCCORMACK
EDWARD PATRICK
BERTON PERSONS
RICHARD RIVIOTTA
JOE STACEY
DONALD WALKER
POST 613 TROTWOOD
BRENDA BERRY-PRICE
RUSSELL CRISWELL
BLAINE DITMORE
POST 614 HILLIARD
CHARLES AVERY
DALE WARNER
POST 615 WAYNESVILLE
JAMES RYAN
POST 618 WILLIAMSPORT
GENE MACE
POST 619 DAYTON
LEROY MCNEES
POST 622 MINFORD
BILLY HUTCHINSON
ARTHUR LEWIS
DONALD PERRY
CLARENCE WELLS
POST 630 BLUE ASH
BENNIE BARNES
POST 631 LOCKLAND
VIRGIL LOVETT
POST 633 SEAMAN
DONALD FIEDLER
HORACE HORTON
FRANK YOUNG
POST 635 JEWELL
ROGER FARLEE
GERALD HARRIS
JAMES HERR
BERNARD RYAN
POST 637 MILLERSPORT
WILLIAM CASTLE
MICHAEL MASTEL
POST 640 CHESAPEAKE
EVERETT TOMLIN
POST 641 BELLE VALLEY
ROY CUNNINGHAM
PHILIP HARDING
EMIL KOMINAR
POST 642 TOLEDO
DONALD KUKLA
JOHN MYSKO
POST 650 DANVILLE
ROBERT MIZER
WILLIAM RIDGWAY
POST 651 FREDERICKSBURG
JOHN HABERKORN
POST 652 DE GRAFF
JAMES GRANDSTAFF
POST 665 WEST MANCHESTER
FRED FAULKNER
POST 668 VANDALIA
WAYNE DAVIS
POST 674 WINDHAM
RICHARD LAWLESS
POST 675 DAYTON
LAWRENCE BROOKS
DUDLEY HOLBROOK
POST 677 LITHOPOLIS
DEWEY GLOVER
THOMAS PALMER
LLOYD YOUNG
POST 678 WILLOWICK
HERMAN SEITZ
POST 680 NEY
PAUL NUSBAUM
POST 681 WEST CHESTER
WILLIAM DILLINGHAM
ROBERT GEISZ
ENOS HAYES
DAVID LOVE
WILLIAM MATTESON
CARL RULLMANN
RUSSELL SLAUGHTER

POST 682 HOPEDALE
CHARLES MISER
POST 685 STREETSBORO
RICHARD DRESSER
JAMES WEBER
POST 697 PERRY
KARL LOCKE
NICK SQUARE
POST 703 PARMA
JOHN BASILE
RAYMOND GLINKA
CHARLES HUDIO
JOSEPH MOORMAN
ROBERT TEEPLE
POST 707 ENGLEWOOD
ROBERT PERKS
PAUL SAPIENZA
POST 713 DEERFIELD
BURL MCINTYRE
POST 715 FORT JENNINGS
WILBUR ALTENBURGER
NORMAN VONDEREMBSE
ROBERT VONSOSSAN
DONALD WARNEMENT
POST 717 NORTH RIDGEVILLE
GEORGE STASTNY
POST 733 BETTSVILLE
MARK DILLON
LLOYD GAMERTSFELDER
POST 735 PINEY FORK
WILLIAM FAUNDA
ANTHONY SAGRILLA
POST 736 EAST LIVERPOOL
ROSS JACKSON
POST 737 LAKE MILTON
WILLIAM AMENDOL
POST 738 FAIRVIEW PARK
HARVEY FLESHMAN
POST 740 RICHMOND
PAUL BLACKBURN
POST 743 N KINGSVILLE
JAMES DANA
HENRY ROBERTS
POST 746 DAYTON

JAMES TOWE
POST 749 JEROMESVILLE
SANDRA DICARLO
POST 750 LOWELL
ROY BARNES
POST 751 SOUTHINGTON
JOHN ZELLER
POST 762 NEW LEBANON
MICHAEL BAILEY
POST 763 BEAVERCREEK
LAWRENCE LACKEY
POST 771 HEATH
ROBERT PORTER
POST 776 RIVERSIDE
LARRY DAVIS
WALTER RUSSELL
POST 797 GAHANNA
BRUCE CAUDY
THOMAS COURTRIGHT
JAMES HOUF
SAM ISHIDA
HOWARD WRIGHT
POST 803 AURORA
PETER STATHAM
ALBERT WAGNER
POST 806 WILLOW WOOD
ERIC MELVIN
POST 808 AKRON
ROBERT KUS
POST 888 DELAWARE
KENNETH BELL
FREDERICK BERGMAN
THOMAS BILICIC
WILLIAM BLACKBURN
RONALD BURFORD
HAROLD CONGROVE
DONALD COOK
HOWARD CRAWFORD
DONALD EVANS
FRANK FINDLEY
HERMON FLOYD
KAY FLUKE
HARVEY GOGEL
NICK GOMEZ

RICHARD GRIFFIN
GARY HASSEMAN
JOHN HASTINGS
GARY HAYS
BEN HOOVER
RAYMOND JENNINGS
THADDEUS JUSCAK
JOHN KAPP
HENRY LAJOIE
JOHN LEE
JOHN LEWIS
ROBERT LEY
ROBERT LIDDELL
MERVYN LISK
WILLIE LONG
KENNETH MARTIN
EDWIN MARTIN
ERNEST MARTIN
JOHN MCCALL
JOHN MEGINNES
JOHN MILLER
ROBERT MOORE
ART NICHOLS
EDWARD NOVAK
JAMES PASTINE
WAYNE PITTMAN
RALPH POPP
GERALD REEVES
DONALD SCHEIDERER
JAMES SCHILTZ
JOHN SCOTT
ARTHUR SHERLOCK
TERRANCE SOUDER
HARLAN STINE
PAUL SZKATULSKI
CHARLES THOMAS
TERRANCE TICHY
ROBERT TREXLER
HARRY VAUGHT
JOHN VOGEL
JAMES WALDRON
EARL WALKER
WILLIE WILLIAMS
LOUIS WOLINSKY
PAUL WRITESEL

January | February | March 2018

Eligibility Dates
Gulf War/War on Terrorism
Aug. 2, 1990 – present*

Panama
Dec. 20, 1989 – Jan. 31, 1990

Lebanon/Grenada
Aug. 24, 1982 – July 31, 1984

Vietnam War
Feb. 28, 1961 – May 7, 1975

Korean War
June 25, 1950 – Jan. 31, 1955

WWII
Dec. 7, 1941 – Dec. 31, 1946

WWI
April 6, 1917 – Nov. 11, 1918

* if currently serving on active duty 
today, you are eligible.

To Learn More, Contact:

Children &
Youth Programs

Scholarship &
Financial Aid

Veterans Legislation
& Benefits

National Security &
Protection of Our Flag
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The American Legion
Department of Ohio
60 Big Run Road
Delaware, OH 43015
740-362-7478
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WINTER SPECIAL OLYMPICS

By Venetia Green
Special Olympics Chairman

An awesome event, the 2018 Win-
ter Special Olympics were held at 
Brandywine Ski Resort in Richfi eld 
Ohio on 7-8 February.  Legion-
naire’s worked jointly with the Spe-
cial Olympics Ohio Program Direc-
tor Marty S. Allen to make the event 
a resounding success for everyone. 
The American Legion volunteers 
assisted coaches with Alpine and 
Nordic skiing, serving breakfast to 
the Olympians and proudly award-
ing the athletes their medals and rib-
bons. My husband Comrade LeNard 
ʻLG’ Green was the photographer. 

Department of Ohio American 
Legion is requesting participation 
in the upcoming Summer Special 
Olympics Department events 22-24 
June 2018. The major part of Le-
gionnaire participation is distribut-
ing ribbons and medals to the Olym-
pians/Athletes (very rewarding as 
shown in the photos). Other things 
that are done is serving breakfast 
and possibly assisting with a sport. 
The athletes are amazing, the events 
are well organized with high school, 
college, American Legion and com-
munity leaders as volunteers. I am 
as humbled as I was some 35 years 
ago when I fi rst got involved with 
Special Olympics. 

There is an excel workbook with sign-up worksheets posted on the Department Website: www.Ohiolegion.com  

COMRADES NEEDED TO DISTRIBUTE 
AWARDS TO OLYMPIANS:

VOLLEYBALL 5
TENNIS 5
SOCCER 5
ROLLER-SKATING 5
POWER LIFTING 5
GYMNASTICS 5

CYCLING 5
BOWLING 15
BOCCE 5
AQUATICS 5
TRACK 25



THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DEPARTMENT OF OHIO

POOL TOURNAMENT
ALL ENTRY FEES WILL BE 
GIVEN AWAY IN PRIZES!!!

APRIL 20TH - 22ND 2018
AMERICAN LEGION • POST 29

27 South 3rd St. • Zanesville, OH 43701
Friday

Mini 
Tournament 

Starts at 7:00 P.M.
 with buy in

Saturday
Doors Open 

at Noon
Tournament Starts

at 1:00 P.M.

Sunday
Doors Open
at 9:00 AM

Tournament Starts
at 11:00 A.M.

ENTRY FORM
SINGLES - $15

Name ______________________________________________

Post #________  Phone _______________________________

Legion Card # _______________________________________

DOUBLES - $40
Team Captain _______________________________________

Name ______________________________________________

Post #________   Phone _______________________________

Legion Card # _______________________________________

Contact Person is: Jake Chapman (740) 624-5718
Mail Entry Form and Check to: American Legion Post 29
27 South 3rd Street • Zanesville, OH 43701 (No Refunds)

Americanism Crossword Key

DATE EVENT LOCATION
FEBRUARY
2/16/18 - 2/18/18 Department Bowling Tournament Sandusky
2/19/18 Presidents Day Department Headquarters Closed
2/23/18 - 2/25/18 Department Bowling Tournament Sandusky
2/25/18 - 2/28/18 Washington Conference Hilton Washington Hotel
MARCH
3/4/18 District 1 Spring Conference Post 297
3/4/18 District 13 Spring Conference Post 610
3/4/18 District 6 Spring Conference Post 85
3/4/18 District 8 Spring Conference Post 677 Lithopolis
3/5/18 - 3/9/18 A&G Trip Washington DC
3/10/18 District 9 Spring Conference Post 700 Howland
3/10/18 District 2 Spring Conference Post 217
3/16/18 American Legion Birthday Department Headquarters
3/18/18 District 11 Spring Conference Post 77 Neffs
3/18/18 District 12 Spring Conference Post 430
3/18/18 District 4 Spring Conference Post 450 Milford
3/18/18 District 7 Spring Conference Post 142
3/24/18 District 10 Spring Conference Post 682
3/25/18 District 3 Spring Conference Post 322
3/25/18 District 5 Spring Conference Post 88
3/25/18 Department Oratorical Contest Department Headquarters
3/30/18 Good Friday Department Headquarters Closed
APRIL
4/1/18 Easter
4/2/18 Of�ice Closed Department Headquarters
4/13/18 Buckeye Boys State Spring Meeting Department Headquarters
4/14/18 Buckeye Boys State Spring Meeting Department Headquarters
4/7/18 Department Executive Committee Meeting Department Headquarters
4/8/18 District 14 Spring Conference Post 685
MAY
5/6/18 District 11 Summer Convention Post 29 Zanesville
5/6/18 District 12 Summer Convention Post 465
5/6/18 District 6 Summer Convention Post 97
5/6/18 District 7 Summer Convention Post 433
5/9/18 - 5/10/18 National Spring Meetings Sheraton Indianapolis City 
  Centre Hotel
5/18/18 - 5/20/18 SAL Detachment Convention Double Tree, Independence
5/19/18 District 10 Summer Convention Post 166 Alliance, OH
5/20/18 District 1 Summer Convention Post 553 Toledo, OH
5/20/18 District 14 Summer Convention Post 175
5/20/18 District 2 Summer Convention Post 444
5/20/18 District 8 Summer Convention Post 39 Pomeroy
5/20/18 District 9 Summer Convention Post 737 Lake Milton
5/25/18 Of�ice Closed Department Headquarters
5/2818 Memorial Day Department Headquarters Closed
5/30/18 - 5/31/18 Membership Turn-In Deadline 5 Department Headquarters
JUNE
6/3/18 District 13 Summer Convention Post 421
6/3/18 District 3 Summer Convention Post 586
6/3/18 District 4 Summer Convention Post 199 Harrison
6/3/18 District 5 Summer Convention Post 83
6/10/18 - 6/17/18 Buckeye Boys State Miami University
6/28/18 - 6/28/18 Department Executive Committee Meeting Columbus
6/29/18 - 7/1/18 Department Convention Columbus
JULY
7/4/18 Independence Day Department Headquarters Closed
7/14/18 Standing Committees Department Headquarters
7/15/18 - 7/21/18 Jr. Legion Baseball Tourament Lancaster
7/21/18 Finance Meeting Department Headquarters
AUGUST
8/4/18 Department Executive Committee Meeting Department Headquarters
8/24/18 - 8/30/18 100th Annual National Convention Minneapolis, Minnesota
SEPTEMBER
9/3/18 Labor Day Department Headquarters Closed
OCTOBER 
10/5/18 - 10/7/18 Buckeye Boys State Fall Meeting Department Headquarters
10/8/18 Columbus Day Department Headquarters Closed
10/17/18 - 10/18/18 National Fall Meetings Sheraton Indianapolis City 
  Centre Hotel

•••CALENDAR OF EVENTS •••

DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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THERE IS NO COST TO YOU
• Coverage has been arranged on your behalf by Your American

Legion Department.
• This coverage is Underwritten by Transamerica Premier Life

Insurance Company, (Cedar Rapids, IA), and paid for by The
Legionnaire Insurance Trust.

YOUR COVERAGE IS EFFECTIVE WHILE YOU ARE
TRAVELING ON OFFICIAL LEGION FAMILY BUSINESS
• Regardless of your age, health or occupation, your acceptance 

is guaranteed.**
• Your coverage will become effective the date your Enrollment

is received by the Administrator.
YOUR COVERAGE IS VALUABLE
We want you to know too,  LegionCare is now available to all
members of the Legion Family including the American Legion
Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion members 18 years and

older. The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has been working hard
with Transamerica to provide valuable benefits to your entire
family and we look forward to continuing to serve  veterans’
insurance needs.
YOUR COVERAGE IS APPROVED AND ENDORSED
• This No Cost to you coverage is endorsed by your Department.

It qualifies for complete approval and endorsement.
• Your Department has arranged this coverage at No Cost to you

because of the need for this type of protection and the
recognition that many Members may not have enough
protection.

EXCLUSIONS: suicide; self-inflicted injury while sane or insane;
sickness, disease, bodily or mental infirmity or medical or
surgical treatment thereof; war or acts of war (declared or
undeclared); while serving in the military; flying, except as a
fare-paying passenger on a scheduled airline; participation in any
speed or endurance contest; bacterial infections.

LEGION FAMILY: IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION FOR LEGIONCARE
NO-COST-TO-YOU BENEFIT*

Endorsed
by Your

American
Legion 

Department

ACTIVATE ONLINE AT: www.TheLIT.com/LegionCare2
*For Purposes of the Legionnaire Insurance Trust, a member of the Legion Family, with current year’s dues paid, could be eligible for
the Accidental Death benefit if he/she is traveling to, attending, or returning from a function at which the member represents
his/her local, state, or national Organization in an official capacity. Bonus Benefit Rider is not available in MN and NH. 

**This is a supplemental health insurance plan that requires you to have major medical coverage, Medicare, or other health coverage
  that meets "minimum essential coverage" as defined by the Affordable Care Act. 

Accidental death coverage underwritten by Transamerica Premier Life Insurance Company, Cedar Rapids, IA.  
Coverage is paid for through the Legionnaire Insurance Trust. For more information please call 1-800-235-6943AT#1384937

Anyone  enrolled in LegionCare will be covered for as long as they maintain  their membership in the Legion Family —
TAL, ALA, & SAL. This new “one and done” approach will save you from needing to re-enroll every 5 years. The
LegionCare program will continue to cover you for $1,000 of AD&D coverage. If the accidental loss occurs when on
official Legion Family Business, we will cover you for $5,000 of AD&D coverage.* 
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