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2020 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION CANCELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS
Dear Ohio Legion Family, 

The Department Executive 
Committee held a special meet-
ing on Sunday, May 3rd, to review 
all information in the best interest 
of our members.  The DEC exer-
cised its authority given to them 
within the Department Constitu-
tion, Article V., Section 1., that “in 
the event it becomes impossible 
or impracticable to hold a Depart-
ment Convention in a city selected 
by previous conventions the De-
partment Executive Committee 
may change the site and time of 
any Convention by a three-fourths 
vote of the said Department Ex-
ecutive Committee. If conditions 
necessitate said vote may be tak-
en by electronic communication 
(telephone, e-mail, fax). ” 

It was unanimously agreed to 
not have a convention in 2020 and 
the elections will take place at the 
2021 Department Convention be-
ing held in Independence, Ohio, 
July 8th – 11th, 2021. The current 
Department and National Offi cers 
all agreed to stay in place. This 

was also “strongly recommend-
ed” from National in a resolution 
also unanimously approved by the 
NEC in mid-April. Since then, 
National also cancelled the World 
Series Baseball Tournament, Boys 
Nation, Oratorical, Membership 
Workshop, and Fall NEC.  

Ohio District Commanders were 
informed that if a District or Post 
chooses to hold a convention and 
they are within the guidelines of 
the “Stay Safe Ohio Order” they 
must make those decisions.  How-
ever, currently, it still stands that 
no more than 10 people gathering 
and must remain 6ft apart.  This 
may be diffi cult to do and a virtual 
meeting may be the better choice. 

The DEC was informed that the 
Trustees of Buckeye Boys State is 
also cancelled to protect the dele-
gates and staff and to comply with 
the guidelines in the Governor’s 
orders. The DEC also voted to 
cancel the 2020 Baseball season 
due to uncertainties of the virus. 

These were tough decisions and 
I feel confi dent that all the deci-

sions made were with the mem-
bers health and wellness at the top 
of the list.  As we move forward, 
Ohio can still be on top. Now 
is the time to work the “Buddy 

Americanism and Government Trip
The 2020 Americanism and 

Government Trip has returned 
from Washington D.C. and was 
a huge success. 19 of the top 
winners of the A&G test were 
selected for this trip to Gettysburg 
and Washington DC. 

The American Legion trip is not 

like the typical 8th-grade trip most 
Ohio teens experience. We have 
a smaller group of students and 
focus on history, Americanism, 
and respect for the men and 
women who have given their lives 
for our freedom.

Jean Wilson- Department 1st Vice 

Commander, Colleen Phillips- 
Auxiliary 1st Vice President, and 
Christie White- Americanism and 
Children & Youth Coordinator 
accompanied these young leaders 
as chaperones on this once in a 
lifetime trip. Our group left bright 
and early on Monday, March 2nd 
by visiting Flight 93 in Stoystown, 
PA. We were welcomed at the 
memorial by the Adjutant of 
American Legion Post 911 in 
Shanksville, PA. After our visit at 
Flight 93, we headed over to the 
Gettysburg Military Park. The 
battlefi eld tour was a great way to 
learn the history of Gettysburg in 
a “hands-on” setting. The views 
were breathtaking and helped our 
young leaders’ picture what things 
might have been like during the 
Civil War. Also, “you can never 
have too much Abraham Lincoln 
in Gettysburg.”

Tuesday was one of the biggest 
highlights of the trip. The American 
Legion has placed a wreath at The 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
every year since 1936. This year 
was no different. Viewing the 

Americanism and Government Winners
11TH GRADE
Nathan Hazlett

Preston Grooms
Remy Isenbreg

Jasmine Washburn
Graceanne Reed

Grace Clouse

10TH GRADE
Aiden McDougal

Luke Daniel
Duncan Buckerfi eld

Morgan Shupert
Cassie Trudeau

Kamry Gravenhorst

12TH GRADE
William Yang
Tyler Hess

Kade Gravenhorst
Jared Wilson
Kyla Fortman
Lea Baldwin

Hailey Blanchard

(Continued on page 10)

Check” program by reaching out 
to members of your Post to let 
them know we care and we will 
get through this.

Thank you all for what you do 

and keep checking the website 
for updates. 

For God and Country, 
Roger Friend 

Department Commander
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Across
2. The _____ Machine helped German military to code 

messages.

5. Francis Scott _____ who wrote the Star Spangled 
Banner.

10. The shot heard around the world from the battle of 
_______?

11. First President to graduate college.

13. From sea to shining ______.

15. proclamation issued by President Lincoln.

17. Fort _______ home of the 3rd Infantry Division.

19. Legion Motto For God and _______________.

20. Current Vice President Mike ___________.

Down
1. How many presidents did we have during the Vietnam War?

2. Current Secretary of Defense_________.

3. ______ Project produced the fi rst nuclear weapon.

4. The attack of ______ Harbor prompted the military to join 
WW2.

6. Last battle of the Revolutionary War.

7. ______ Tea Party was a political protest that occured on 
December

16 1773.

8. Memorial Day takes place in what month?

9. 10th ________ located at Fort Drum, New York.

12. Minority Leader Chuck _____________.

14. The Battle of ________ ended the War of 1812.

16. The letter A in the phonetic alphabet.

18. 33 President of the United States.
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Legionnaires 
g r e e t i n g s 
from your 
Commander. 
Since our last 
article we 
have all been 
faced with the 

G r e e t i n g s 
My American 
L e g i o n 
Family,

I hope that 
everyone has 
stayed well 
and safe during 
the Pandemic. 

You have probably heard the 
news that the Department of Ohio 
Convention has been postponed 
until 2021. All your Department 
Offi cers will be staying in place 
to serve the Department of 
Ohio American Legion and you. 
Because of the circumstances 
we are in, unfortunately our 
programs such as the Buckeye 
Boys State and American Legion 
Baseball all had to be canceled. 
There were extremely hard 
decisions that had to be made. 

coronavirus pandemic which has 
drastically changed our lives with 
the various orders issued by the 
Governor. I commend the Ohio 
legion family for adhering to 
those orders. I realize it has placed 
burdens on our normal lifestyle, but 
Ohio has showed the country we 

Some may agree and some may 
not, but it is time for us to move 
forward. 

I hope that your Post and your 
members are doing well. I know 
these are very tough times for all 
to be going thru and hopefully 
very soon all our Posts will be 
open and we will be able to meet 
again.

Our Department of Ohio is still 
trying to obtain quota for 2020. 
Please contact your members 
who have not paid. We need all 
our members more than ever. 
Very soon the 2021 cards will 
be arriving. To receive your 
2021 cards, you must fi ll out two 
important forms that were sent to 
your Post Adjutant.

1.) CPR – which is the Post 
 Consolidated Post Report- if 
 you did not receive it – you 

can do what is needed to combat 
this disease. With the recent stay 
safe order some business will 
start opening. Please remember 
the virus is still out there so take 
the necessary precautions to 
avoid encountering the virus. On 
Sunday May 3rd, the Department Roger Friend

Dept. Commander

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

1st VICE COMMANDER
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   Greetings to 
all my fellow 
Legionnaires 
and Legion 
f a m i l y 
members. I 
fi rst would 
like to thank 
each and 

every one of you for continued 
service and support of our Ohio 
American Legion and our four 
pillars during these trying 
times. We all know it has been 
hard to be able to do our best 
work when our hands have been 
tied but we all are survivors and 
taught how to adapt to anything 
that is thrown at us and you 
have accomplished that task 
honorably. I feel that we are 
all going to come out the other 
side of this pandemic real soon 

with the positive attitude that 
we will be better and stronger 
to continue our work serving 
our fellow veterans and their 
families. We may have to do our 
best work in a little different 
manner but we will succeed 
because we have each other and 
God on our side. Lets all keep 
our heads up and this will make 
all of us stronger in the end.

With the postponement of 
the department convention and 
the elections until 2021 I have 
enjoyed traveling Ohio, making 
new friends and doing the work 
you elected me to do and it is 
my honor to be able to serve 
you for another year as your 
department 2ND vice. There were 
a lot of activities that had to be 
cancelled but we have hosting 
posts for all of our department 

2nd VICE COMMANDER

Brad Teis
2nd Vice Commander

2021 tournaments except the 
2021 golf tournament. Any post 
interested please contact me.

I would like to thank New 
Bremen Post 241 for hosting 
the Euchre Tournament. Due to 
it snowing that day we did not 
have the turn out that we were 
expecting but to those who 
attended we still had a great 
time and I thank you.

Next I want to thank all who 
attended the 2020 Bowling 
Tournament in Miamisburg and 
especially all the volunteers 
who gave their time to 
make this event such a great 
success. We had over 80 teams 
participate this year over the 
three weekend event. That has 
been the most attendance in the 
last three years. Special shout 
out to Peggy Gross and Post 

Jean Wilson
1st Vice Commander

 can go to the Department of 
 Ohio website and download 
 the form.

2.) Post Certifi cation of Offi cers 
 form- whether your Post held 
 new elections, or your Post 
 kept your 2020 offi cers you 
 still need to fi ll out the form. 
 You can either fi ll it out and 
 mail it or you can get on the 
 website and fi ll it out online.

There is an additional form that 
has been mailed out to every Post 
called the Post Selection Sheet 
Information page. We are trying 
to gather information on all our 
Posts in the Department. If you 
could fi ll this out it would be a 
great help to our Department. If 
you did not receive one or cannot 
locate it is also on the website.

I hope that your Post is signed 
up for MyLegion and if you are 

165 for hosting. The food and 
entertainment was next to none 
and please thank Post 165’S 
Legion Baseball team who 
helped to serve us feel at home.

The department still has the 
2020  Golf Tournament coming 
up July 25-26 at Circling Hill 
Golf Course in Harrison Ohio 
and Hosted by Yeager Benson 
Post 199. We have been in 
contact with the golf course 
and they are following all the 
guidelines handed down from 
the Governors offi ce. We will 
keep you all informed and sign 
up forms will be sent out soon.

In closing I know that this 
Memorial Day, most if not all 
Memorial Day activities have 
been cancelled due to this virus, 
we cannot meet to be together 
the way we normally have 

done in the past so please take 
time this year and send a card 
or letter to someone you know 
who had a loved one who served 
and has gone on to our divine 
Commander and thank them 
for their loved ones service and 
that we will never forget their 
sacrifi ce. Especially to all gold 
star mothers and their families 
and to all of you who have lost 
a loved one who served my 
family and I thank you for their 
service and may God keep his 
loving hand on them and may 
God bless each and everyone of 
you this Memorial Day. “Gone 
but never forgotten”

Always remember when you 
look to the sky and smile God 
is always smiling down on you. 
Stay safe and lets grow OH-IO 
“1” veteran at a time. God Bless.

DEC exercised their authority to 
change the location date and time 
of the Department Convention if 
deemed necessary to a date and 
location in 2021. We can still have 
a good year if we implement the 
Buddy Check program. Reach out 
to your members let them know 

we care about them. Remember 
we still must send in our offi cer’s 
certifi cation forms as well as 
the CPR report. Ohio as been 
noticed as a forefront through this 
pandemic. Let us all continue to 
be safe and beat this silent villain.

For God and Country 

April | May | June 2020

signed up you are processing your 
membership on the site. If you are 
not signed up, I encourage every 
Post to do so. It is once you get 
signed up is the absolute best way 
to process your membership. If 
you have questions or need help 
on MyLegion please contact me 
or any Department Offi cer. We 
are here to assist.

I believe that right now our 
members need to hear from us, 
I hope you are all doing your 
Buddy Checks. It only takes a 
few minutes to call someone you 
know and brighten up someone 
day. Not only will it make them 
feel better, but you will too! 

I want to thank all the Posts, 
Auxiliary Units, Sons of the 
Legion Squads and American 
Legion Riders who have been 
so wonderful by providing 

masks, cleaning essentials, food, 
etc. to so many hospitals, First 
Responders and where ever the 
need was! That is what we do 
so well, Service Not Self. Thank 
you! 

I am pledge to every Legion 
member that I will do my absolute 
best to serve the Department of 
Ohio American Legion and you. 
If you need assistance please 
reach out to me by my email 
which is 1stvice@ohiolegion.
com  or my cell us 513-708-1969. 
I believe that if we work together, 
we can accomplish a lot.

In closing please keep all 
our Troops who serve around 
the world in your thoughts 
and prayers. Please remember 
“Together We Are Better!”

For God and Country

As you have 
noticed in 
this OLN, the 
DEC voted 
to cancel the 
D epa r t ment 
C o nve n t i o n 
s c h e d u l e d 
for 2020 

and postpone the elections 
to Department Convention 
2021, held at the Holiday Inn, 
Independence, Ohio, July 8th 
– 11th. We are also on track to 
host Mid-Winter Conference 
January 21-23, 2021, at the 
Crowne Plaza, Columbus North 

– Worthington. Due to the 
pandemic of Coronavirus, I pray 
that that will not be a limitation 
for fellowship, camaraderie, and 
the business of The American 
Legion Department of Ohio, Inc.  

Included in this article is a 
summary of the Department 
Executive Committee meeting 
that occurred on Saturday, 
April 4th. I haven’t seen this 
published in the OLN in quite 
some time and felt you would 
all appreciate this information.  
There will be a summary in 
the OLN of every formal DEC 
meeting moving forward. This 

is also a great opportunity to 
polish up our website and begin 
publishing electronic Department 
Newsletters to help keep you 
informed.  This OLN will tell 
you a lot! 

What has been heavy on 
my mind and my heart is our 
members and Posts. If you are a 
Post Adjutant reading this, I am 
talking to you when it comes to 
making sure the paperwork of the 
Post continues to fl ow. We still 
require your Post Certifi cation of 
Offi cers and Consolidated Post 
Reports for the 2021 Membership 
cards, of which we have in house, 

HELLER’S HORIZONS

Suzette Heller
Dept. Adjutant

ready to be distributed. We also 
have over 10,000 members who 
did not renew for 2020. That is a 
concern.  That is 10,000 service 
opportunities that are being 
missed out on. 10,000 Offi cers 
who may learn and be elected 
to positions in the Post, District, 
Department, and National. It is 
10,000 opportunities that we let 
slip by. 

We are an organization of 
ceremony, tradition, fellowship, 
and camaraderie. These are basic 
principles at the core of our being 
and the Post, District, Department, 
National, Committees, Service 

Opportunities, etc., is where 
we “get to” exercise our God 
given rights! This is going to 
be a tough year. I am prepared 
for that and so is your Offi cers 
and Staff at Department HQ. 
Please stay connected. Use this 
opportunity to learn something 
about technology, the members of 
your Post, and most importantly, 
I believe, is to learn how resilient 
we really are. My time spent in 
the US Army is something I will 
always cherish and refl ect upon. 
My time in The American Legion 
is just as important. I am here to 
serve and that I shall do. 
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Hello to you 
all! This has 
been a crazy 
start to 2020, 
hasn’t it? There 
are so many 
places closed 
and events 
cancelled and 

we are all to isolate ourselves. 
We seem to be so closed off from 
everyone. I, for one, am a hugger 
so it has been very diffi cult for 
me to not hug my parents when I 
see them or the elderly neighbor 
lady that I am close to. It’s hard to 
have to stay home and see others 
only on the computer...really 
kind of impersonal. We were 
made for human touch, right? A 
one-armed hug. A handshake. A 
kiss on the cheek. Snuggles with 
our grandchildren. That contact 
that was once a part of life is 
now off limits. Makes one feel 
alone and unloved at times as 
well as being scared with these 
uncertain times.

However, I have great news! In 
Deuteronomy 31:6, it says, “Be 
strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid or terrifi ed because of 
them, for the LORD your God 
goes with you; he will never 
leave you or forsake you.” We 
don’t have to be afraid or feel 
lonely! In the Bible, the words 
“fear not” or “don’t be afraid” 
appear 103 times. In Isaiah 41:10 
it says, “Fear thou not; for I am 

with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God.” 

So, I encourage you to fi nd 
a way to hold on to these 
promises and continue to serve 
your communities. Perhaps you 
could make a treat to take over 
to a neighbor who has several 
children at home. Or you could 
take some fl ags or poppies to 
place on veterans’ graves.  You 
could send cards, uplifting letters, 
or books to a nursing home or to 
the VA. You could knit/crochet 
shawls for infi rm members of 
your post or members of your 
family, pray over them, and then 
give them as ‘hugs’ to help others 
not feel so lonely and cut off. 
Cut a neighbor’s grass or plant 
fl owers in pots and put them on 
porches. We could do so much for 
each other to lift spirits that were 
otherwise down in the dumps.

I pray that this is only temporary 
and that we will be out and about 
soon. That we can have our 
meetings, our programs, and 
events – to be social and not 
afraid of getting sick or being a 
carrier of the sickness. I pray that 
we will be strong and lift each 
other up so that we can continue 
to take care of our Four Pillars. 
I pray that God will bless each 
and every one of you and your 
families.

It’s been an honor to have 
been your Department Chaplain 
this year.

For God and Country

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Melissa Fowle 
Dept. Chaplain

As I write 
what was to be 
my last article 
for the OLN, 
I am fi nding it 
hard to believe 
what the next 
few months and 
2021 will bring.

In the movie “It’s a Wonderful 
Life”, there is a line by Clarence 
Odbody, AS2, (Angel Second 
Class), “Strange isn’t it? Each 
man’s life touches so many other 
lives.” How true this has been 
for me. The opportunities and 
wonderful Veterans I have met 
has been life changing. While 
I don’t believe what we are 
currently experiencing is a new 
normal, I look forward to leading 
the Detachment of Ohio for 
another year. My Commander’s 
goals will remain the same with 

regard to the Four Pillars. We 
will reset our priorities to attain 
these goals and work harder to 
achieve them under the social 
distancing standards for now.

As life has become slower and 
more daunting during this crisis, 
we are reminded how essential 
The American Legion and 
other VSO’s are for our health 
and well-being. While canteens 
and post homes are closed for 
now, there are many who are 
performing the Buddy Checks 
and risking their own health to 
assure that older Veterans have 
what they need, paying particular 
attention to food and medicine. 
Many Squadrons are willing to 
assist, if they are not already. All 
you have to do is ask.

If you are not aware, the 
National Sons of The American 
Legion have increased the per 

DETACHMENT COMMANDER

Bernie Kessler
SAL Commander

capita cost to 
them by an 
additional $3.00.  
If you are a dual 
member or pay 
the dues of sons 
and grandsons, 
please note 
that Squadrons may need to 
pass this increase along to their 
membership. None of us live on 
the same amount of money we 
made 25 years ago.

In closing, I want to thank all 
of you for the support you have 
given me and since I am keeping 
my offi ce for another year, there 
may be time for another attempt 
at a Homecoming dinner this fall.   

Stay safe and strong and 
remember we are all in this 
together!

…to assist in carrying on 
for God and Country.

T h e 
2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0 
A u x i l i a r y 
Year is 
coming to a 
close.  What a 
year it has 
been, but wait 
it is going to 

continue on!  As most of you 
know by now the Department 
and National Conventions 
have been cancelled. National 
is extending the celebration 
for another year, so keep on 
celebrating the Centennial. I 
look at it as an extended race 
with a few extra pit stops. 
Some of the pit crews will have 
changes this coming year while 
others will stay the same. The 
important thing to remember 
is that the R.A.C.E. for our 
Veterans and their families will 
still continue.

Thank you to Buckeye Girl 
State director Rene’ Reese and 
the board for making the tough 
decision to cancel this year’s 
session. This was not an easy 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

Kristen Little
Auxiliary President

decision but a responsible one. 
Please know that the health and 
safety of the volunteers and 
students was our main concern. 
Please take this time to begin 
preparing for next year’s session. 
When schools do go back in the 
fall reach out to them and start 
recruiting delegates.  

I am encouraged by the 
many notes and phone calls I 
receive as well as the posts on 
Facebook showing all the work 
that members are still doing 
to help in this time of need. 
From face masks being sewn 
by the hundreds and given to 
hospitals, nursing homes and 
elderly neighbors to members 
assisting at food banks. 
Special thanks for the needed 
supplies being taken to the 
V.A. facilities for the Veterans 
when requested. Our members 
are still continuing to support 
the mission of The American 
Legion Auxiliary.

Remember as my special 
project I am challenging every 
unit to increase their giving on the 

D o n a t i o n 
Designation 
Form (the 
p u r p l e 
form). Even 
t h o u g h 
r e p o r t 
d e a d l i n e s 
have passed donations can 
still be sent in. Maybe an extra 
couple dollars to the Community 
Service Disaster Relief Fund, 
AEF or Military Assistance 
Fund. I am sure that these funds 
are going to be greatly needed in 
the upcoming months as many 
are going to be struggling in 
these diffi cult times.  

This post is from National 
President Nicole, “Auxiliary 
members are resilient. I’m 
impressed by how members are 
fi nding ways to help each other 
and connect. If you haven’t 
already, I encourage you to join 
me in doing Buddy Checks. A 
phone call can make a huge 
difference.” Please pick up your 
phone and make at least one 
call.

American Legion Paschall Post 164 
Conducts a Fresh Produce Food Drive

American Legion Paschall 
Post 164, located in Grove 
City, Ohio, coordinated 
with M.A.S.H. Pantry and 
Resource Center of Central 
Ohio to distribute fresh 
produce to veterans who are 
in need. 

In the days leading up to 
the food distribution, Post 
Commander Jefferey Shipley 
and his executive board 
called nearly 330 members 
to conduct a “buddy check.”  
American Legion has a 
sacred responsibility to look 
out for and to support fellow 
veterans within their local 

communities. Veterans who 
need assistance may not 
know where to go or who to 
ask, especially in times of 
crisis. 

Post Commander Shipley 
successfully identifi ed mem-
bers who required fresh 
produce and arranged times 
for veterans to pick up or 
delivered to their place 
of residence. American 
Legion Paschall Post 164 
and M.A.S.H. Pantry and 
Resource Center of Central 
Ohio executed the mission of 
“veterans serving veterans” in 
a safe and meaningful manner.

It’s Post 
E l e c t i o n 
Season! Or is 
it? How can 
we do that? 
We cannot 
meet to have 
an election, so 
what can we 

do? A number of Posts have called 
to ask about this, as our Post 
Constitutions and By-laws require 
that they have an election every 
year. The Ohio Law governing 
nonprofi t corporations requires 
every post to elect “the persons 
vested with the authority to conduct 
the affairs of the corporation” 

annually. However, the emergency 
order limiting gatherings of more 
than 10 persons only temporarily 
suspends our ability to meet in 
person for an election. 

Here is what your Post can do: 
1. Postpone  the election until the 
limitation on gathering is lifted 
and have the current offi cers 
continue until then, or 2. Better 
yet, have an election conducted 
by “authorized communications 
equipment, which may include 
telephone, or any electronic means 
that accurately refl ect the intent of 
the voter” This could be a virtual 
meeting using one of the on-line 
services such as “Zoom “or “Go 

Doug Whitney
Judge Advocate

JUDGE ADVOCATE
to Meeting.” It may be technically 
a violation of the law to just cancel 
the election. This procedure is 
permitted under the law and could  
be combined with physical means 
such as printing notices, ballots 
and candidates’ statements in a 
post newsletter, mailing ballots 
by postal or -e-mail to every post 
member or even have a drive by 
hand out and submission of ballots 
in the post parking lot. 

However, you do it, be sure to do 
it safely and timely fi le your CPR 
and Certifi cation of Post Offi cers 
to the Department. My best to all 
of you. We WILL get thought this 
thing.
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An urgent message about coronavirus

Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 

The enemy we are facing isn’t hiding in the 
bush. Nor has it buried a roadside bomb un-
beknownst to us. Yet the enemy is just as 
dangerous and deadly. 

The coronavirus has been classified as a pandemic by the World Health Organization. The 
number of people who will test positive for the potentially fatal COVID-19 remains un-
known, but there are steps we can take, and must take, to protect ourselves and help our 
fellow veterans and citizens. 

I encourage you to use extreme caution and adhere to the best practices put forth by the 
health experts. Namely properly wash your hands frequently, use antibacterial rubs and 
practice “social distancing.” 

Coronavirus is particularly dangerous for those over the age of 50 who contract it 
so please be cognizant of the risks when planning post activities and functions. 

At the same time, this is an excellent opportunity to perform Buddy Checks. Check in 
with older veterans in your communities to make sure they have the supplies they need, 
are feeling healthy and help them acquire the resources they need. Of course, Buddy 
Checks can be done with phone calls and emails so as not to risk spreading or contracting 
coronavirus. 

The coronavirus situation will be changing rapidly so we have to be nimble in our approach 
to serving our communities, states and nation. Among the best resources to follow are 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (cdc.gov) and the World Health Organiza-
tion (who.int). 

Let’s also keep our thoughts and prayers with our servicemembers especially those over-
seas, our National Guardsmen, first responders and others who will be taxed in coming 
months. They need our support now more than ever. 

We have faced down enemies, foreign and domestic, throughout our nation’s history. 
While this threat is ominous, we will once again work together to overcome it. 

James W. “Bill” Oxford 
National Commander 
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10 ways to ‘act Legion’
By Henry Howard

American Legion National 
Commander Bill Oxford delivered 
the Commander’s Call on March 
10 as part of the organization’s 
advocacy efforts later in the day 
on Capitol Hill. During the annual 
address, the commander called on 
American Legion Family members 
to “act Legion.”

It was a play on words, harkening 
back to last year’s monumental 
passage of the LEGION Act 
(Let Everyone Get Involved In 
Opportunities for National Service 
Act). The new law means that every 
veteran on duty since Dec. 7, 1941, 
is now considered to have served 
during wartime. By closing the 
loophole, it honors the service of 
1,600 veterans killed or wounded 
during periods previously not 
sanctioned as war eras. It also 
means that more than 4 million 
veterans will now receive the full 
benefi ts of their service, including 
eligibility to join The American 
Legion.

Oxford implored American 
Legion members to “act Legion,” 
whether or not they are part 
of this week’s 60th annual 
Washington Conference. Ten key 
recommendations:

• Act in a nonpartisan way: 
“What does act Legion mean?” 
Oxford asked. “It means being 
professional, nonpartisan, 
motivated and knowledgeable. It 
means reminding your senators, 
representatives and their staff that 
they have no higher calling than 
the care and wellbeing of our 
America’s veterans, our active-
military and their families.”

• Continue to support and improve 
the Legion’s most important 
legislative accomplishment, the 
GI Bill and its descendants. “They 
all had one purpose in common 
– that’s helping veterans achieve 
their dream. Higher education, 
vocational training and home 

ownership make dreams possible.” 
Today, some for-profi t schools are 
targeting veterans, Oxford noted. 
“Acting Legion means passage 
of the Protect the GI Bill Act. 
It means passing the Veterans 
Education and Taxpayer Spending 
Act to close the 90-10 loophole, 
which enables schools to count VA 
and DoD tuition money as ‘private 
dollars,’ even though it’s really 
government dollars that came from 
the taxpayers.”

• Protect the American fl ag. 
Oxford called for a constitutional 
amendment to protect “our fl ag — 
the fl ag used to cover the caskets of 
our fallen military heroes — from 
desecration.”

• Fight against privatizing VA. 
“The private sector didn’t send 
veterans to war. Uncle Sam did.”

• Reduce the suicide rate among 
veterans. Oxford noted that if the 
United States can spend billions 
of dollars fi ghting the coronavirus, 
it should be able to fi nancially 
support efforts to reduce the 
suicide rate among veterans. He 
recommended Legion Family 
members help get at-risk veterans 
into VA so they don’t become 
a statistic. “We do know that when 
veterans use the services offered 
by VA, they are less likely to take 
their own lives,” he said. “And 
many of those services offered by 
VA must include options other than 
opioids. Counseling and alternative 
therapies are not only healthier, 
they are often more effective.”

• Fight for Blue Water Navy 
Vietnam veterans. The Legion 
must continue advocating for these 
veterans and ensuring that their 
long overdue disability benefi ts 
are awarded without further 
roadblocks, he said.

• Protect veterans who are victims 
of military sexual trauma. “We 
must condemn all acts of sexual 
violence and support the brave 

men and women who have been 
exploited through shameful acts of 
military sexual trauma.”

• Ensure that all servicemembers 
are paid during government 
shutdowns. That was a reference 
to January 2019 when Coast 
Guardsmen and their families 
were caught up in the government 
shutdown. Because the Coast Guard 
operates under Homeland Security, 
they were not paid, a loophole the 
Legion is trying to correct.

• Continue service at home. 
Oxford cited Legion programs that 
mentor youth and support veterans 
in need, as well as the Veterans 
and Childrens Foundation. 
The foundation “allows us to 
train service offi cers and offer 
temporary fi nancial assistance for 
veterans with children in need,” he 
said. The goal for V&CF is to raise 
$25 million. (Click here to learn 
more about how the fund supports 
service offi cers and families with 
minor children.) h

• Salute the Greatest Generation. 
“In the early 1940s, millions of 
Americans committed to winning 
the bloodiest war the world had 
ever seen. It was won 75 years ago 
because Legionnaires and non-
Legionnaires, acted Legion,” he 
said.

In conclusion, Oxford connected 
the organization’s fi rst 100 years 
to the next century of service to 
community, states and nation.

“Acting Legion means celebrating 
our past without sacrifi cing the 
energy and excitement that we 
must bring to our second century,” 
he said. “Our foundation is 
strong. We have four solid pillars 
– National Defense, Veterans 
Affairs, Children & Youth and 
Americanism. All of these offer 
opportunities in which we can act 
Legion. All of these can and need 
to be used to build our foundation 
for the future.”

Dear American Legion Family and Friends, 

The enemy we are facing isn’t hiding in the bush. 
Nor has it buried a roadside bomb unbeknownst to 
us. Yet the enemy is just as dangerous and deadly.

The coronavirus has been classifi ed as a pandemic 
by the World Health Organization. The number of 
people who will test positive for the potentially fatal 
COVID-19 remains unknown, but there are steps we 
can take, and must take, to protect ourselves and 
help our fellow veterans and citizens.

I encourage you to use extreme caution and adhere 
to the best practices put forth by the health experts. 
Namely properly wash your hands frequently, use 
antibacterial rubs and practice “social distancing.”

Coronavirus is particularly dangerous for those 
over the age of 50 who contract it so please be 
cognizant of the risks when planning post activities 
and functions.

At the same time, this is an excellent opportunity to 
perform Buddy Checks. Check in with older veterans 
in your communities to make sure they have the 
supplies they need, are feeling healthy and help them 
acquire the resources they need. Of course, Buddy 
Checks can be done with phone calls and emails so 
as not to risk spreading or contracting coronavirus.

The coronavirus situation will be changing rapidly 
so, we have to be nimble in our approach to serving 
our communities, states and nation. Among the best 
resources to follow are the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (cdc.gov) and the World 
Health Organization (who.int).

Let’s also keep our thoughts and prayers with our 
servicemembers especially those overseas, our 
National Guardsmen, fi rst responders and others who 
will be taxed in coming months. They need our support 
now more than ever.

We have faced down enemies, foreign and 
domestic, throughout our nation’s history. While this 
threat is ominous, we will once again work together 
to overcome it.

James W. “Bill” Oxford
National Commander

Reprinted from The American Legion National Website
“10 Ways to ‘Act Legion”
By Henry Howard  
www.legion.org. March 11, 2020 

Reprinted from The American Legion’s website legion.org

SAVE THE DATE
2021 Mid-Winter Conference
January 22- 24, 2021 
at the Crowne Plaza Worthington 
2021 Buckeye Boys State
June 13-20, 2021 at Miami University 
2021 Department Convention 
July 8-11, 2021 
at the Holiday Inn Independence
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Department Executive Committee Summary - Saturday, April 4th at 10am
The Department Executive Committee has 

successfully met several times in the last six 
weeks via conference calling. Below is a 
summary of the regular meeting scheduled 
for Saturday, April 4th:  

• The Department Commander Roger 
Friend (6) convened the meeting promptly 
at 10am with a quorum of members with 
a couple of guests also on the call. Guests 
present were the 2nd Vice President of the 
Auxiliary, Cindy Masowick, and Tammy 
Puff, Veterans Liaison, to the Offi ce of 
Governor DeWine, who provide guidance 
and support of proceeding with business 
through the pandemic. Greetings were 
also brought to the DEC from Detachment 
Commander Bernie Kessler via written 
correspondence read by the Department 
Commander, and several PDC’s.  

• Report from Department Commander 
Roger Friend (6): Thanked everyone for 
maintaining the orders issued by Governor 
DeWine and Dr. Amy Acton. 

• Report from 1st Vice Wilson (4): April 
8th Target Date and 95% membership. 
(Currently Department stands at barely 90% 
of goal with over 10,000 members who have 
not renewed for 2020). The Fabulous Fourth 
District holds the green lantern with 98.34 
(Currently at 99.31%). Order of membership 
was:  4th, 8th, 3rd, 7th, 1st, 5th, 9th, 2nd, 
13th, 11th, 10th, 6th, 12, and 14th. Discussed 
RETENTION, CPR’s, and Certifi cation of 
Post Offi cers for 2021. Concern was elections 
at Post level (still is). Even if the Posts and 
Districts keep their offi cers in place, new 
forms must be submitted to Department HQ. 
First Vice Jean also discussed the importance 
of “Buddy Checks” not just on our members 
but on the spouses of members who have 
passed. 

• Report from 2nd Vice Commander 
Bradley Teis (10): All Department sponsored 
Post Activities were cancelled, at that 
time. The Department Pool Tournament is 
scheduled for Zanesville Post, which was 
postponed until a later date. Golf Tournament 
is being held in Harrison which is also still 
being reviewed for possibility. Scheduled for 
the end of July. Miamisburg will conduct 
the Bowling Tournament in February of 
2021 again and the 2020 Tournament was a 
success! Brad reported on the membership 
awards manual being completed for 2021. 
RETAIN, RECRUIT, RENEW!

• Report from Treasurer Charles Stennis 
(9): Department 2019-2020 Budget process 
has been a success with regular profi t and 
loss statements and budget v. actual reports. 
Department audit for 2019-2020 will be an 
audited balance sheet and full audit will be 
conducted in 2020-2021. The Department is 
proposing to change its Fiscal Year to 1 July 
to 30 June each year as opposed to 1 August 
to 31 July. This new budget cycle will provide 
a more accurate accounting of revenue 
considering it aligns with the membership 
cycle. All Posts are being encouraged to set 
up ACH (direct deposit) with Department 
that will pay Post credits to the Post each 
month via direct deposit.  This is the most 
time saving and effi cient process to manage 
post credits monthly. Please email Becky 
Corbin at Corbin@ohiolegion.com to request 
the form to be completed and returned to 
HQ.

• Report from Chaplain Melissa Fowle 

(3): The Department Chaplain gave prayers 
and asked for prayer requests from District 
Commanders. There were several prayers 
asked for active members of Post and District 
Leadership.

• Report from NECMAN Robert 
Klostermeier (1): Absent (Computer 
diffi culties)

• Report from Alternate NECMAN Steve 
Masowick (14):  Reported for NECMAN 
Bob Klostermeier mentioning that if any 
Posts are not complying with COVID19 
restrictions they could be at risk of losing 
their charter. National sent Resolution No. 
21 to each Department to remind them 
of keeping all matters within a resolution 
germane to our Pillars and Programs. 

• Report from Judge Advocate Doug 
Whitney: Continuing to do Post Constitution 
and By-Law reviews from requests sent 
through Department HQ. Posts may want 
to consider adding language and amending 
that indicates how they shall proceed in 
matters such as a “pandemic”. A Department 
Adjutants manual was created for review 
and approval at the August DEC meeting. 
The manual is for Post and District Judge 
Advocates to help them do their job a little 
better. 

• Report from Parliamentarian Bob Ray (4):  
Technical diffi culties – not able to be heard. 

• Report from Department Adjutant 
Suzette Heller (12): Commented on weekly 
leadership conference calls and the success 
and progress of DEC members utilizing 
conference call software to conduct business. 
Recommended that meetings could be 
monthly or bi-monthly as opposed to weekly. 

• Americanism Report from Christie White, 
Department Coordinator:  Americanism & 
Government Testing dates for 2020 - 2021 
be November 2nd through November 6th 
for all schools.  Alternate dates 11/9 – 11/13. 
A&G Trip is March 1-5th of 2020, or 3/8 – 
3/12. Americanism Committee voted to not 
accept any tests that are faxed, scanned, 
photocopied, or emailed, unless the test 
is being modifi ed for a visually impaired 
student. Special Olympics Committee is 
considering dissolving and any Posts who 
want to donate locally may do so. The 
Department SO Committee will donate 
$10,000 to the state SO and any remaining 
monies will be distributed at the Summer 
Games. Baseball Commission was holding to 
determine National and local decisions fi rst 
(has since been cancelled both locally and 
Nationally). Buckeye Boys State was working 
with Miami University to discuss options 
and hold out for further state government 
guidance (BBS has since been cancelled 
for 2020). Department Oratorical Contest 
occurred via Zoom conference calling. There 
were 10 District Winners but only 9 Districts 
competed. Winner of Department Oratorical 
Contest was Emily Schutte, 3rd District, 
a sophomore home-schooled student. 2nd 
Place was Emma Sedlak, (13). National 
cancelled Oratorical Contest. Department 
Scholarship deadline has not been extended 
and the cut off to receive applications at 
HQ is April 15th. Convention Corporation 
selected Independence, Ohio for the 2021 
Department Convention with the 13th 
District hosting. Holiday Inn Independence, 
Candlewood Suites, and Spring Hill Suites. 

• VA&R, National Security, Legislative, 

and Gifts for Yanks Report from Jermaine 
Ferguson, Department Coordinator: 
National Security Committee will absorb the 
“Environmental Conservation Committee” 
and will be revisited to measure Posts 
participation later. Reviewed and updated 
the “Ralph Doll Convention Award”. 
POW/MIA program is within the National 
Security Committee and will sell pins in 
2020-2021 year, designed by 5th District, 
to commemorate the passage of Resolution 
19-24, urging the American Legion to take 
action on protecting the integrity of the POW-
MIA fl ag to not replace it with any other 
supplemental fl ag. Resolution for statement 
of disapproval of Jane Fonda speaking at 
Kent State University, or any other event 
within Ohio (has since been cancelled). 
VA&R Committee met, no quorum. 
Discussion was met regarding Veteran 
Treatment Court Program and adding this to 
the CPR at National. Reviewed the National 
Suicide Prevention Repot, 2019 Annual 
American Legion Mental Health Survey 
Executive Summary, and Suicide Prevention 
Plan for Ohio 2020-2022. Reviewed updates 
from Washington Conference in March, 
discussed visits to VA Medical Centers 
and CBOC’s, stressed importance of. Post 
Service Offi cer training is scheduled for the 
1st Saturday of November, each year. In 2020 
it will be Saturday, 11/7. VA&R Awards 
were also discussed in length and currently, 
submissions for any VA&R Awards have yet 
to be received by Department for Convention, 
or any other time. Ohio Veterans homes 
and VA facilities are closed to the public 
until the pandemic is clear. Gifts for Yanks 
Committee is in its fi nal phase of fundraising 
for the year. So far, $110,000 has been raised 
for 2020-2021. (This is short of the usual 
$250,000 raised each year). Legislatively, 
HB282 is in attempt to get passed to secure 
electronic bingo for fundraising purposes at 
the Post level. Ohio Department leadership 
met with all members of Congress at the 
Washington Conference. Small Business 
Association is also offering support for non-
profi ts, including Posts. Red Cross blood 
drives are being conducted throughout 
our Posts in Ohio to combat the shortage 
being discussed. These are being held by 
appointment only and you must reach out to 
your local Red Cross to get one scheduled. 
TFA Grants are for Legionnaires. If they are 
not a member, the information will be sent 
to the District Commanders to connect the 
veteran with a Post in the members District 
to seek help in securing a membership. 

• Report from Bill Genochio, VBA Claims 
Coordinator: The DSO’s have been working 
successfully from home and due to being set 
up electronically and off the VA grid since 
2017, they are able to work remotely. They 
are steadily prepping for Board of Veterans 
Appeals (BVA) hearings and processing 
the electronic faxes coming from County 
Veteran Service Offi ces. The DSO’s in 
Cleveland have secured over $10,187,749.60 
for veterans in appellate overturns since 
2016, maintaining an over 70% success rate.

• Report from Buckeye American Legion 
College, Holly Lewis, Chairwoman: At mid-
winter in 2020 there were 40 new students 
making the current enrollment of the BALC 
program to 127 students. The April session 
will be held virtually due to COVID-19. 

Please email BuckeyeALC@ohiolegion.com 
for more information. 

• Report from Finance, Becky Corbin, 
Fiscal Secretary/National Convention/
Emblem Sales: National Convention is up in 
the air, but most likely cancelled. Emblem 
Sales factories have been shut down and 
they are not placing any orders at this time. 
A resolution is being proposed to the Ohio 
General Assembly at Convention (since been 
cancelled) for emblem sales to print the Ohio 
burgee on every cap ordered from a member 
in Ohio. It is either all or nothing, cannot be 
a few. 

• Report from Luther Liggett, Department 
Licensed Practicing Attorney for Department: 
Discussed a project with Department 
Adjutant regarding closures of Posts and 
taxes. A return with the IRS and state still 
needs to be fi led after someone closes the 
door. If you do not fi le the return, the tax 
department fi les it for you. The notice will be 
sent to the last person who is an Offi cer of the 
Post. This may or may not be the person who 
locked the door. There is a deadline to appeal, 
within 45 days, if not answered, it becomes 
an assessment. If not paid, the assessment 
becomes a judgement, under Ohio law. This 
may then become a lien. The tax department 
is far reaching, and every individual offi cer 
of the Post is personally liable. These are 
also not dischargeable in a bankruptcy. The 
Department will put together a check list 
of closing a Post. Comment from JA Doug 
Whitney (3):  Fully supports this measure.

• Report of Resolutions (See OLN Section): 

 o Resolution No. 20-09: National 
   Veterans Memorial and Museum Four 
   Chaplains Display – Approved

 o Resolution No. 20-10: To Amend CPR 
   to refl ect Veterans Treatment Court – 
   Approved

 o Resolution No. 20-11: TAL Ohio 
   Opposes Jane Fonda

 o Resolution No. 20-12: Require Burgee 
   on all Ohio uniform caps – Approved

 o Resolution No. 20-13: Support 2027 
   National Convention to be held in 
   Columbus, Oh

 o Resolution No. 20-14: Amend Article X: 
   Standing Committees - Approved

 o Resolution No. 20-15: Amend Article 
   III and Article IV – Approved 

 o Resolution No. 20-16: Create 
   Department Finance Operations and 
   Procedures Manual – Approved 

 o Resolution No. 20-17: Change the 
   Department Fiscal Year – Approved 

 o Resolution No. 20-18: Amend Article 
   IV: Discipline – Approved

 o Resolution No. 20-19: Exercise Article 
   V, Section 1., Constitution – Approved 
   (Convention Offi cially Cancelled)

• Good of the Legion: PDC Jerry Wilson 
asked every District to submit a resolution 
to grant all veterans access to the VA Health 
Care System.

• Unfi nished Business: None
• New Business: Color Guard Duties, 

Firing Squad, and Memorial Services. It was 
mentioned that at that time it was a no-go. 

• Benediction & Adjourned

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEDEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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What is Smart Power?American Legion Patriotism Post OH-470 
Conducts Red Cross Blood Drive From global pandemics to 

catastrophic events, there 
are a host of challenges that 
threaten America’s national 
security and go beyond 
the scope of a military 
solution.  In early February, 
the U.S. Global Leadership 
Coalition’s Veterans for 
Smart Power initiative hosted 
a roundtable at the Ohio 
Department of the American 
Legion headquarters to 
discuss these issues and the 
importance of development 
and diplomacy in America’s 
national security.

Retired Lt. Gen. Dennis 
McCarthy (USMC), one of 
200 fl ag and general offi cers 
who comprise USGLC’s 
National Security Advisory 
Council, touched on these 
challenges in conversation 
with a diverse group of 
Central Ohio veterans. 
The discussion highlighted 

Coldwater, Ohio (April 13th, 
2020) – The American Legion 
Patriotism Post OH-470 answered 
the urgent need for blood donors by 
hosting a community blood drive 
with the Red Cross. 

Ralph Pottkotter, Post 
Commander, served as the 
coordinator for the blood drive. 
Patriotism Post 470 routinely hosts 
community blood drives quarterly.  
The COVID-19 public health crisis 
led to many cancellations of blood 
drives across the state and nation 
yet, Commander Pottkotter and 
the leadership team recognized the 
need to keep its’ commitment to the 
Red Cross.

Post 470 limited the use of 
Legionnaire-volunteers to allow 
the staff of the Red Cross to 
conduct the blood drive in a safe 
and socially distant manner.  
Seventy-fi ve donors contributed to 
the effort. 

The American Legion Department 
of Ohio is committed to answering 
the urgent call for blood donations. 

solutions to threats around the 
world that cannot be solved 
by uniformed personnel 
alone— and aimed to get the 
veterans in the room thinking 
about how their own military 
experience connects with 
the international affairs 
conversation.

The discussion was part of a 
nationwide initiative aiming 
to engage prominent members 
of the veteran community in a 
conversation about America’s 
role in the world. The USGLC 
is a national bipartisan 
organization has an advisory 
council of every living 
Secretary of State, a national 
security advisory council 
with over 200 retired three- 
and four-star generals, and 
a national coalition of over 
500 corporations and non-
governmental organizations. 
For more information, please 
visit usglc.org.

It is diligently working with local 
American Legion Post and the 
Red Cross to schedule blood drives 
across the state. 

The American Legion Department 
of Ohio Headquarters also held a 
blood drive Friday, April 17th. We 
successfully collected over 30 pints 
of blood.  

The American Legion Department 
of Ohio has identifi ed at least 
thirteen (13) American Legion 
Post, who have a combined total of 
29 blood drives scheduled for the 
remainder of the year. 

For your Post to host a successful 
blood drive, you must designate 
a blood drive coordinator who is 

willing and able to successfully 
recruit qualifi ed donors from the 
American Legion Family and 
the local community. Your Post 
does not have to provide a team of 
volunteers to assist with the blood 
drive. The American Red Cross 
staff will set up and execute the 
task of the blood drive. The key 
to a successful blood drive is for 
the Post to have the proper space 
to host and can help fi ll every 
available blood donor appointment. 

For more information about The 
American Legions’ blood drive 
efforts, please contact Jermaine 
Ferguson at ferguson@ohiolegion.
com or call 740-815-0765. 

NATIONAL SECURITY

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Department Resolutions 

On April 4th, 2020, The 
Department Executive Committee 
(DEC) acted on fi ve Department 
Resolutions. The DEC also heard 
six resolutions for Department 
Constitution and By-Law 
Changes, which will be at the next 
Department Convention. 

A resolution is a formal expression 
of opinion, will, or intent voted 
by an offi cial body or assembled 
group. Legionnaires at every level 
are allowed to suggest changes 
in Legion policies at the Post, 
County, District, Department, or 
the National Level. 

The resolutions acted on by the 
Department Executive Committee 
are as follows: 

Department Resolution 20-09
Title: National Veterans Memorial 
and Museum Four Chaplains 
Display
Originated by The American 
Legion Navy-Marine Post 276
Submitted by the Twelfth District
Next Steps: To be sent to the 
National Executive Committee

RESOLVED, By The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio, at the Department 
Executive Committee Meeting in 
conference call session on April 
4th, 2020, That The American 
Legion Department of Ohio and 
The American Legion work with 

The National Veterans Memorial 
and Museum and The National 
Four Chaplains Foundation in 
supporting the addition of a 
display recognizing and telling 
the story of the Four Chaplains; 
and, be it fi nally, 

RESOLVED, That The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio and The American 
Legion support, as part of the 
display at The National Veterans 
Memorial and Museum, the 
story of how Legionnaires refl ect 
on the need for selfl ess service to 
our comrades and communities 
through the annual Four 
Chaplains Service. 

Department Resolution 20-10
Title: To Amend Consolidated 
Post Reports to Refl ect Veterans 
Treatment Court Donations and 
Volunteer Hours
Submitted by The Department 
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation 
Committee
Next Steps: To be submitted to the 
National Executive Committee

RESOLVED, By The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio, at the Department 
Executive Committee Meeting 
in conference call session on 
April 4th, 2020, calls for The 
American Legion to add three 
questions in regards to Veterans 

Treatment Court activities 
under the Veterans Affairs and 
Rehabilitation section; and, be it 
fi nally 

RESOLVED, That the questions 
inquire the post volunteer 
hours, monetary donations, and 
volunteer training events. 

Department Resolution 20-11
Title: Statement of Opposition to 
Jane Fonda’s Public Appearance 
Submitted by The Department 
National Security Committee
Next Steps: This Resolution will 
remain active on the Department 
Resolution Registry for any future 
events. 

RESOLVED, By The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio, at the Department 
Executive Committee Meeting 
in conference call session on 
April 4th, 2020, reaffi rms our 
opposition to accepting Jane 
Fonda’s apology until she proves 
by her actions in a show of good 
faith by her aid and comfort 
to those who even today suffer 
because of the torture infl icted 
by the enemy brought on by her 
dealing with the enemy; and, be 
further 

RESOLVED, That The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio is opposed to Jane 
Fonda being a speaker at the 

Kent State’s May 4th 50th 
Commemoration and that this 
Resolution be sent to the Kent 
State Advisory Committee; and, 
be it fi nally 

RESOLVED, That The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio is opposed to Jane Fonda 
being a speaker, presenter, 
or recipient of awards or 
distinguished honors presented 
at or by any public institutions 
within the State of Ohio. 

Department Resolution 20-12
Title: To Require the Ohio Burgee 
on all Ohio Legion Uniform Caps
Originated by The American 
Legion Joe Barr Post 194
Submitted by the Fourth District
Next Steps: Department Adjutant 
will submit this Resolution to 
Emblem Sales with the intent 
to be effective in the 2021-2022
membership year. 

RESOLVED, By The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio, at the Department 
Executive Committee Meeting in 
conference call session on April 
4th, 2020, That The American 
Legion Department of Ohio will 
require all Legion uniform caps 
that are ordered by an American 
Legion Post, County Council, 
District, and The Department 

of Ohio shall have affi xed to the 
front crease the Ohio Burgee 
Pennant; and, be it fi nally

RESOLVED, That The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio sends a copy of this 
Resolution to The American 
Legion National Flag and 
Emblem Sales.

Department Resolution 20-13 
Title: Support 2027 National 
Convention to be held in Columbus, 
Ohio 
Submitted by the Twelfth District 
Next Steps: Resolution will be 
submitted to National Convention 
Corps

RESOLVED, By The American 
Legion Department of Ohio, 
at the Department Executive 
Committee Meeting in conference 
call session on April 4th, 2020, 
That The American Legion 
Department of Ohio agrees to 
support the National Convention 
to be held in Columbus, Ohio in 
the year 2027. 

If you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns regarding 
the resolution process or about 
resolutions adopted by our 
Department Executive Committee, 
please contact Jermaine Ferguson, 
Program Coordinator at ferguson@
ohiolegion.com or  (740) 815-0765. 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITAION
The American Legion Last Visitors on Capitol Hill

The American Legion concluded 
its’ 60th Washington Conference 
on March 10th, just days before 
most States issued “Stay-At-Home” 
orders to fl atten the curve of the 
Coronavirus. 

The Washington Conference 
includes meetings of The 
American Legion’s Legislative, 
National Security, Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation, and Veterans 
Employment and Education 
commissions. The Conference 
also included a career planning 
and hiring event hosted by The 
American Legion and Hiring 
Our Heroes and a Veterans Small 
Business Roundtable. 

Department Commander Roger 
L. Friend, Department 1st Vice 
Commander Jean Wilson, and 
Department Adjutant Suzette 
Heller had the unique opportunity 
to attend The Diamond Jubilee of 
the U.S.-Japan Alliance roundtable 
and reception. This event featured 
former U.S. Army Chief of Staff 
Gen. George W. Casey Jr., Japanese 
Ambassador Kazutoshi Aikawa, 
and former Chief of Staff for the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force Admiral Yutaka Murakawa.  
The event was a time of refl ection 

and celebration of the U.S.-Japan 
Alliance. 

National Commander Bill 
Oxford presented The American 
Legion’s legislative agenda 
to Congress during a joint 
session of the Senate and House 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs. 
National Commander Bill Oxford 
reminded the committee of our 
historical accomplishments and 
presented a three-step mission, 
“Implementation. Oversight. 
Improvement.” This three-step 
mission primarily focuses on the 
landmark legislation passed in 
recent years, such as the MISSION 
Act, the Blue Watter Navy Act, and 
the Harry W. Colmery “Forever” 
GI Bill.

The delegation from the 
Department of Ohio held legislative 
meetings with each of Ohio’s U.S. 
Senators Brown and Portman, 
and every one of Ohio’s U.S. 
Representatives. The delegation 
presented the legislative priorities 
of The American Legion and 
offered encouragement and advice 
to our Members of Congress who 
work diligently on behave of our 
veterans. 

The American Legions’ 

Legislative priorities include the 
following: 
Toxic exposures and burn pits

The American Legion has, 
for decades, fought for service-
connected disability benefi ts for 
adverse health conditions linked 
to toxic exposures in service and 
will continue to do so for this 
generation. The American Legion 
supports measures to establish 
a presumption of exposure as 
well as advanced studies on the 
effects of burn pits. 
Health care for women veterans 

VA must continue to develop 
and expand healthcare services 
for the fast-growing population 
of female veterans, a large 
percentage of whom do not 
enroll for VA health care for a 
number of reasons, according to 
surveys.  Among the factors are 
limited gender-specifi c treatment 
services and awareness of VA 
benefi ts. All veterans, regardless 
of gender, must receive fair and 
equal VA health-care services.
Support VA’s suicide-
prevention efforts

An estimated 20 veterans die by 
suicide every day. Most were not 
receiving care or support through 
VA that may have saved them. 
The American  Legion supports 
expanding and promoting mental 
health treatment for veterans and 
urges Congress to provide VA 
necessary funds to hire mental 
health professionals and proper 
staffi ng for its Integrative Health 
and Wellness Program.
Reaffi rm commitment to our 
allies

In a time of rising great power 
competition, the United States 

must maintain a strong alliance 
system to promote democracy 
and protect our national interests 
abroad. Diplomacy is the fi rst 
line of defense for the United 
States and must be properly 
resourced and funded to ensure 
we put our service members in 
harm’s way only when absolutely 
necessary. The American Legion 
supports bills that would provide 
the State Department necessary 
resources to maintain and 
expand our alliance system, 
ensure aid programs to allies 
remain properly funded, and 
promote our national interests 
abroad.

Fully fund a superior national 
defense 

The American Legion supports 
a defense budget that complies 
with the Pentagon’s 2018 
National Defense Strategy in 
order to reverse the damaging 
effects of sequestration, provide 
fair compensation of military 
personnel and modernize the 
U.S. military to protect against 
any aggression, especially in 
a time of growing great power 
competition.

Pay the Coast Guard
On a daily basis, U.S. Coast 

Guard personnel carry out 
missions that are vital to 
national security. The Coast 
Guard, however, is the only 
military branch forced to work 
without pay during a government 
shutdown. This is unacceptable. 
The repeated and all too common 
threat of government shutdowns 
brings severe hardship on our 
Coast Guard members and their 

families. No member 
of the U.S. military 
service should ever 
live in fear of not being 
paid. The American 
Legion supports bills 
and provisions that will 
ensure the Coast Guard is 
paid during government 
shutdowns.

Implement, oversee 
recent laws

The 115th Congress 
passed multiple American 

Legion supported bills that help 
veterans and their families, 
from the backlog-aimed VA 
Appeals Modernization Act to 
the omnibus VA MISSION Act. 
The Legion continues to call on 
the 116th Congress to ensure 
these measures are accurately 
and quickly implemented, 
as intended.

Protect the GI Bill
With passage of the Forever GI 

Bill, Congress should now focus 
on ensuring that student veterans 
and their families receive the 
highest quality education when 
using their GI Bill benefi ts. The 
American Legion believes that 
legislation and federal agency 
action should be taken to ensure 
better quality and student 
outcomes for servicemembers 
and veterans, by excluding DoD 
and VA funds from the 90-10 
calculation for federal student 
aid. Also, Congress should 
create common-sense oversight 
of schools and give military-
connected students the same 
rights as non-veterans when 
their schools close, when they 
face an overpayment, and when 
a school loses its eligibility to 
operate.

Help end veteran homelessness 
To fully implement VA’s 

pledge to eradicate veteran 
homelessness, Congress must 
continue making investments in 
affordable housing and programs 
such as Supportive Services 
for Veteran Families that move 
veterans and their families off the 
streets and into stable housing 
with supportive services.

Support for Gold Star families 
The families of our fallen 

service members forever bear 
the burden of the losing loved 
ones who gave their last full 
measure of devotion in defense 
of our great nation, security 
and freedom. The American 
Legion is dedicated to ensuring 
Gold Star families receive the 
absolute best care and services 
from the Department of 
Defense and the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.
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MILITARY HUMOR 

William Genochio 
GySgt, USMC (Ret)
Veterans Benefi ts 
Administrative Coordinator
DSO/ Offi ce Supervisor 
Cleveland VA Regional Offi ce
Ph: 216-522-3504
Email:William.genochio@va.gov

“THE SITREP”
The American Legion 

Department Service Offi cer Team 
hope all our Legionnaires and their 
families are safe and well during 
this COVID-19 Pandemic. Being 
veterans, I know we will all pull 
through this with our heads held 
high. The Department Service 
Offi cers are all actively working 
to assist our veterans, spouses 
and dependents during this time. 
Adjustments have been made so 
that our Service Offi cers can work 
from home, retrieving voicemails, 
returning calls, emails, and faxes 
are being redirected to email. We 
have full access to the VA network 
through remote access allowing us 
to see the veterans fi le to provide 
guidance and status checks. 

Appeals Update: To date 
Department Service Offi cers have 
secured $10,187,498.60 in benefi ts 
for Ohio veterans $7,561,196.40 
from BVA, $1,258,642.54 from 
DRO and $1,367,659.64 from 
Remands. These numbers will 
continue to grow as Decisions and 
Remands come back. The overall 
Success Rate since 2016 is 75% at 
the BVA and 61% at the DRO level. 
Current year BVA is 83% and DRO 
is 63% with an overall success rate 
of 71%. Due to the COVID-19 the 
VA postponed 41 BVA Hearings at 
the Cleveland VA Regional Offi ce. 
The BVA is assuring that the 
veterans affected will be scheduled 
fi rst moving forward. Currently the 
BVA has begun scheduling BVA 
hearings for June 2, 2020. Veterans 
will be notifi ed by mail informing 
them of the date, time and location 
of the hearing. If you are unable to 
attend due to health issues and or 
travel restrictions due to COVID-19 
please contact the Department 
Service Offi cers to request that the 
hearing be rescheduled. 

DEPARTMENT SERVICE 
OFFICER SCHOOL

American Legion National held 
its annual Washington D.C. DSO 
School March 10-13, 2020, The 
American Legion Department of 
Ohio sent four DSO to attend the 
training provided by Bergmann & 

Moore. William Genochio, Eric 
Hall, Beth Garino and Shelby 
Seals all participated in the 3-day 
seminar which focused on winning 
claims for the veterans. 

VA CHANGES DISABILITY 
BENEFITS QUESTIONNAIRES 
(DBQ) ACCESS

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has decided to remove 
Disability Benefi ts Questionnaires 
(DBQs) from the public website. 
DBQs were designed to assist 
physicians is capturing the 
information needed by the VA 
to properly rate a veteran claim 
per the VA Schedule for Rating 
Disabilities (VASRD) found in 38 
Code of Federal Regulation Part 
4. These forms where available to 
the veteran to download and take 
to their private doctor to fi ll out. So 
why has the VA decided to remove 
them from the public website? 

1. Modernization: The VA is 
currently halfway through the 
process of updating all body 
systems in the VASRD this is the 
1st update since the 1945 schedule. 
As the Body systems are updated 
so are the DBQs. This could affect 
the veteran since a modifi ed VA 
form can take up to a year to be 
accessible to the public causing 
the outdated form to be submitted 
to the VA. 

2. Increased capacity conduct 
C&P Exams: By supplementing 
the Veterans Health Administration 
(VHA) internal ability to conduct 
exams, the VA has contracted with 
three primary vendors to conduct 
C&P Exams. The benefi t for the 
veterans is that the VA can conduct 
more exams in more places than 
just the VHA. This includes 33 
countries where the vendors can 
conduct exams where VA hospitals 
are not located.

3. Safeguarding against fraud:
There has been a rise in the past 
few years of a growing industry 
of individuals and companies 
marketing the service of completing 
DBQs for veterans. Although 
some of these have provided 
honest and valuable service to the 
veterans. However, the VA has 
made hundreds of referrals to the 
VA Offi ce of Inspector General of 
individuals and companies who 
are engaged in questionable, even 
fraudulent, practices that include 
charging high prices for completing 
the DBQs. 

4. Will VA Continue to accept 
evidence form private physicians?

Yes, the VA will continue to 
accept any evidence a veteran or the 
accredited representative chooses 
to submit. Veteran can submit this 
evidence or request the VA to obtain 
the records via the VA Form 21-
4142 and VA Form 21-4142a.

VA PROPOSES TO ELIMINATE 
48-HOUR REVIEW PERIOD

The VA has proposed to eliminate 
the 48-hour review period afforded 
to Veteran Service Offi cers to 
review veterans rating decision 
prior to approval or denial form 
the VA. This review period 
allowed accredited Service Offi cer 
such as the Department of Ohio, 
Department Service Offi cer to 
check rating decisions prior to the 
Notifi cation that is made to the 
veteran. Errors that are found can 
be addressed and corrected by the 
VA Rater as they are identifi ed. 
This is benefi cial to the veteran 
and the timeliness of their claim 
by identifying errors now and 
alleviating the need to appeal the 
decision through the appeal process. 

There have been actions to 
request that this decision be 
postponed due to the current 
COVID-19 situation. Chairman 
Mark Takano and Ranking 
Member David Roe, M.D. from 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
have formally sent a letter to VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie. The letter 
request to postpone the decision 
until a time that Veteran Service 
Organizations and Congress can 
discuss this matter.  

GULF WAR ILLNESS
Gulf War veterans may be entitled 

to compensation for medically 
unexplained illnesses and or 
Infectious diseases. Currently 
Gulf War Illness covers service 
in the Southwest Asia theater 
of military operations from 
August 2, 1990 to present. These 
presumptive conditions include 
Medically Unexplained Illnesses 

which include unexplained 
chronic illnesses such as fatigue, 
headaches, joint pain, indigestion, 
insomnia, dizziness, respiratory 
disorders, and memory problems. 

Gulf War veterans who meet the 
below criteria do not need to prove 
a connection between military 
service and illness to receive 
compensation. 

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome: not 
relieved by sleep and is not directly 
caused by other conditions.

Fibromyalgia
Functional gastrointestinal 

disorder: Examples include 
irritable bowel syndrome 
(IBS), functional dyspepsia, 
and functional abdominal pain 
syndrome.

Undiagnosed Illnesses: with 
symptoms that may include but 
are not limited to abnormal weight 
loss, fatigue, cardiovascular 
disease, muscle and joint pain, 
headache, menstrual disorders, 
neurological and psychological 
problems, skin conditions, 
respiratory disorders, and sleep 
disturbances.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES
VA presumes the following 

infectious diseases are related to 
military service in the Southwest 
Asia theater of operations during 
the Gulf War August 2, 1990 
to present and in Afghanistan 
on or after September 19, 2001. 
Veterans must have the disease 
within the timeframe shown and 
have a current disability as result 
of the disease in order to receive 
compensation. 

Malaria: at least 10% disabling 
within one year from date of 
separation from military.

Brucellosis: at least 10% 
disabling within one year from 
date of separation from military.

Campylobacter Jejuni: at least 
10% disabling within one year 
from date of separation from 
military.

Coxiella Burnetii (Q Fever):
at least 10% disabling within one 
year from date of separation from 
military.

Mycobacterium Tuberculosis
Nontyphoid Salmonella: at least 

10% disabling within one year from 
date of separation from military.

Shigella: at least 10% disabling 
within one year from date of 
separation from military.

Visceral Leishmaniasis
West Nile Virus: at least 10% 

disabling within one year from 
date of separation from military.

Gulf War Illness claims can 
often be diffi cult due to the 
undiagnosed requirement but a 
recent court case and been decided 
to further assist veterans seeking 
Medically unexplained chronic 
multisymptom illness (MUCMI) 
this is represented in Stewart v. 
Wilkie, 30 Vet. App. 383 (2018).

Gulf War veteran can register 
for the Gulf War Registry health 
exam and the Airborne Hazards 
and Open Burn Pit Registry the 
websites are listed below. 

• ht tps://www.publichealth.
va.gov/exposures/gulfwar/benefi ts/
registry-exam.asp

• https://veteran.mobilehealth.
va.gov/AHBurnPitRegistry/#page/
home
THE “AFTER ACTION” REPORT 

If there is a specifi c topic anyone 
would like to see further explained 
or answered send those requests to 
genochio@ohiolegion.com. So that 
we can provide our veterans with 
the information that best suits their 
needs. 

We would like to include success 
stories regarding the Department 
Service Offi cers. If you have a 
comment or story of how the 
American Legion help you fi le a 
claim, where granted a claim that 
was on appeal please write a brief 
statement and send to genochio@
ohiolegion.com to be published. 
Do not include any personal 
information in the statement. 

General Baldwin had barely arrived in the forward area when a 
sniper’s bullet removed a button from his shirt. He threw himself 
to the ground in terror. The men stood around with the greatest 
unconcern. The general yelled at a passing sergeant. “Hey, isn’t 
somebody going to kill that damned sniper?” The sergeant looked 
down at the general and replied: “I guess not, general. We’re scared 
that if we kill him the enemy will replace him with somebody who 
really knows how to shoot.”

HAPPY 101ST BIRTHDAY AMERICAN LEGION!

On March 13th, Department Commander 
Roger L. Friend hosted a celebration of The 
American Legion’s 101st Birthday at Department 
Headquarters, where he highlighted our 
Americanism programs. Steve Masowick, Alternate 
National Executive Committeeman, Bernie Kessler, 
Commander of the Sons of The American Legion 
Department of Ohio, Kristen Little, President of 
The American Legion Auxiliary Department of 
Ohio, and Suzette Heller, Department Adjutant 
brought greetings. They also briefl y shared how 
The American Legion has impacted their lives. 

Department Commander Roger L. Friend gave the 
keynote address which refl ected on the historical 
accomplishes and reminded us of National 
Commander’s Bill Oxfords’ call for us to build a 
strong foundation for the future

There were nearly 50 individuals in attendance, 
despite the COVID-19 and the event being just 
two days away from the start of the State of Ohio’s 
“Stay-At-Home” Order.

After our celebration, The Department Offi cers 
and Headquarters staff participated in National 
Commander Oxford’s buddy check. Over 100 
phone calls were made to Legionnaires in the state 
to see what The American Legion could do for 
them and their families.
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AMERICANISM
Americanism and Government Trip

Arlington

White House

Marine Corps Museum

changing of the guard as well as 
placing the wreath at the tomb is 
always a very emotional highlight 
for The American Legion and the 
students. This year, Sophomore 
Aiden McDougal from Post 405 in 
District 5 and Sophomore Morgan 
Shupert from Post 633 in District 
7 placed the wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier along with 
Department 1st Vice Commander 
Jean Wilson and Auxiliary 1st 
Vice President Colleen Phillips. It 
is a once in a lifetime experience 
which will be remembered by 
these two outstanding students. 
The young leaders also had a 
private briefi ng by Sentinel (Tomb 
Guard) Jake Hammond who was 
originally from Mansfi eld, OH. 
Tuesday’s schedule also consisted 
of visiting the Iwo Jima Memorial, 
Air Force Memorial, Washington 
National Cathedral, Vietnam 
Wall, Lincoln Memorial, Korean 
Memorial, WWII Memorial, 
American Veterans Disabled for 
Life Memorial, and the Washington 
Monument. Our group was 
complimented 3 different times 
on how professional they looked. 
A tour guide with another group 
at Arlington said “You’re the best 
dressed group I have ever seen here. 
Very respectful” (and the students 
politely corrected him when he 
called the Ohio Flag a pennant and 
not a burgee). Another gentleman 
at the Vietnam wall mentioned 
how well dressed, respectful, and 
nice our young leaders were. Our 
personal favorite is a woman who 
said, “You all must be that group 
from Ohio, you are always so well 
dressed.”

That is why we do it. We 
represent our Posts, our Districts, 
our Department, and our futures. 

The highlight of Wednesday was a 
visit to the Capital Building as well 
as meeting our Ohio Congressmen 

(Continued from page 1)
Warren Davidson. He was kind 
enough to meet our group on the 
steps of The Capital and speak to 
our students and allow them to ask 
some tough questions. After our 
question and answer session, we 
had a private Capitol Tour from 
Representative Davidson’s interns. 
After hearing how much the 
leaders wanted to visit the Library 
of Congress, we decided to make 
a surprise stop after we fi nished at 
the Capitol. The highlight for most 
of them was getting offi cial library 
cards from the Library of Congress. 
We also visited the Agriculture 
Building, Smithsonian Museums- 
American History and Natural 
History, Holocaust Museum, MLK 
Monument, FDR Memorial, and 
the Jefferson Monument; or as they 
called it, “T.J.’s House”. 

Thursday was a visit that is always 
a favorite... Quantico. Quantico is 
an active Marine Corps base and 
FBI Training Academy that is the 
headquarters of the Presidential 
Helicopter Squadron also known 
as HMX-1 or Marine One. Our 
fi rst stop at Quantico was a K9 
Demonstration with Offi cer 
Pacheco and his K9 partner Diego. 
We then met up with Corporal 
Nutter (originally from Toledo), 
and he was our escort to the HMX-
1 hanger. We were briefed by an 
HMX-1 Pilot (call sign “Mickey”), 
that is on the Presidential detail, 
and she gave us a tour of the base. 
The trip ended with a stop in the 
hanger, where the students walked 
inside and sat in the pilots set of 
a Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey. It is a 
tilt-rotor military aircraft with both 
vertical takeoff and landing. Before 
leaving Quantico, they had the 
“chow hall” experience for lunch. 
After Quantico, we also visited 
the Marine Corps Museum, The 
White House, National Archives, 
and National Law Enforcement 

Memorial and Museum.
Our fi nal stop on the way home 

Friday was the new National 
Veterans Memorial and Museum 
in Columbus, Ohio.

I would like to take a moment of 
personal privilege...

I feel like I started to get to 
know these students before I even 
met them. Looking at their tests, 
reading their bios, etc.

Their tests, do not do them justice. 
Their bios do not do them justice. 
They are so much more than words 
on paper. They are smart, so so 
smart. They are funny, confi dent, 
empathetic, caring, and overall 
amazing individuals. When I say 
young leaders, I mean that whole 
heartedly. They are the future, and 
they WILL make a difference in 
this world. I promise you that.

My advice for you young 
leaders... always be kind, be 
confi dent in your response even 
if your response is wrong (the 
worst thing that can happen is 
that someone says no. But every 
no is a learning opportunity) and 
believe in yourselves.

Keep an eye on these young 
leaders, they are going places.

John Glenn once said, “The 
most important thing we can do 
is inspire young minds.” So please 
go inspire the future generations. I 
know you have inspired me.

Kamry, Duncan, Cassie, Remy, 
Grace, Luke, Graceanne, Preston, 
Morgan, Kyla, Nathan, Jasmine, 
Lea, Hailey, Tyler, William, Aiden, 
Kade and Jared... Thank you!

Also, thank you to Department 
1st Vice Commander Jean and 
Auxiliary 1st Vice President 
Colleen for chaperoning the trip.  

Christie White
Americanism and Children & 

Youth Coordinator

National Veterans Memorial and Museum

Gettyburg

Going on this trip was a once 
in a lifetime experience that I 
will never forget! I got to meet 
such amazing people that I now 
consider friends for life and 
got to tour our nation’s capital 
which holds so much of our 
history. I would like to thank 
everyone at the American 
Legion for this amazing trip 
and give a huge thanks to our 
veterans who put their lives at 
risk to protect us!

Miss you all, 
Graceanne Reed
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AMERICANISM

The Americanism and Government 
trip was an amazing experience. 
Beyond the history I was able to 
connect with, I met the most amazing 
people. I was able to experience once 
in a lifetime opportunities. I want to 
thank American Legion Post # 633 
in Seaman and the Department of 
Ohio for allowing me to have such a 
transformative experience.

Thanks,
Preston Grooms

FDR Memorial

My trip to Washington DC with the American Legion is 
one I will remember forever. Seeing the beautiful dome in the 
Capital building and getting a library card at the Library of 
Congress and exploring the Washington National Cathedral are 
memories I now treasure. More than that, I treasure the many 
friendships I was able to make along the way. I would like to 
thank the American Legion for allowing me to go on this trip 
with an amazing group of leaders. I would also like to thank 
Christie White for organizing the trip and making it so special. 

— Kyla Fortman

Korean Memorial

Tomb Guard Jake Hammond

Quantico Chow Hall

Offi cer Pacheco and K9 Diego

Air Force Memorial

Quantico

My experience on the D.C. trip with the American Legion will 
be something I am forever grateful for. The places we went and 
the people that I met were truly memorable and extraordinary. 
Thank you to everyone who made this once in a lifetime 
opportunity possible and a special thanks to post 637!

Sincerely, 
Hailey Blanchard

BBS Recruiting

This trip to Washington D.C. was a wonderful, once in a lifetime experience 
that created many lifelong friendships. Everyone on this trip was such a joy 
to be around and I am thankful that I got to meet them. Of all of the incredible 
things we did in a mere five days, being able to lay the wreath on the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier was an experience that I will most definitely not forget. 
Thank you to everyone at the Ohio Legion for giving us all an amazing trip that 
we will remember forever!

—Morgan Shupert

A&G Group
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Wreath Security
“We take wreath security very seriously. 

William from Post 473 in District 14 
and Jasmine from Post 681 in District 4 
were on wreath duty. They were selected as 
the security duty for the 2020 Arlington 
wreath. You see, that wasn’t just any 
wreath... that wreath was a project from 
Auxiliary President Kristen Little. President 
Little attended the A&G Trip last year and 
decided that she wanted the creation of the 
wreath to be her “project” this year. Every 
single poppy was made by a veteran at the 
Sandusky Veterans Home. Each poppy was 
placed on the wreath by a member of the 
Legion Family (Legion, Auxiliary, SAL 
and Riders). This was Ohio’s wreath. Our 
young leaders presented this wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier representing 
the Legion family, and very proudly”. 

AMERICANISM

Washington Monument

Capitol

“Our trip to DC was an amazing, one of 
a kind experience. Our group had unique 
opportunities, such as visiting the Quantico 
Marine base. I am so lucky that I had the 
opportunity to go on this once in a lifetime 
trip with this incredible group of people. 
I would like to thank the Ohio American 
Legion for this wonderful experience. I also 
would like to thank the New Riegel American 
Legion Post #354 that supported me and 
continually supports all of the area students. 
Without you guys, I wouldn’t have been able 
to go, thank you so much! I’m very grateful 
for the chaperones that took time out of their 
busy schedules to go on the trip with us and 
Christie and her staff that put so much time 
and detail into planning the perfect trip. I 
would also like to thank the amazing group 
of students that I was so blessed to meet and 
spend this week with. I am so grateful for this 
unforgettable experience!”

Thanks for doing this! Stay healthy!
Grace Clouse

Arlington National Cemetery

Iwo Jima
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AMERICANISM
2020 ORATORICAL CONTEST

ORATORICAL MEMO

Christie White 
Americanism and
Children & Youth Coordinator 
Ph: (740) 513-5199
Email:programs@ohiolegion.com

Due to Covid-19 and 
restrictions from Governor 
DeWine on being able to 
meet, this year’s Department 
Oratorical Contest was a bit of 
a challenge. For the fi rst year 
ever, the Department Oratorical 
Contest was held via Zoom 
video conferencing.  Emily 
Schutte, a home-schooled 
student from Beavercreek, Ohio 
out of the 3rd District is the 
2020 winner of the Department 
of Ohio American Legion High 
School Oratorical Scholarship 
Program “A Constitutional 
Speech Contest”.

The High School Sophomore 

John Looker
Oratorical Chairman 

First of all, I would like to 
thank all the contestants who 
participated in the American 
Legion Department of Ohio 
Oratorical Contest.  All of you 
did a fabulous job!

Unfortunately, we can only 
select one winner to send 
forward to National. In this 
case, congratulations go out 
to Emily Schutte from Ohio’s 
Third American Legion District. 
While only one candidate will 
be identified to National as 
our final winner, Department 
also recognizes those that 
place second.  In second place 
is Emma Sedlack from District 
13. Congratulations to Emily 
and Third District Chairs, Bill 
Carpenter and Melissa Fowle, 
as well as Emma and Thirteenth 
District Chair, Dr. John 
Betterson!

I would also like to thank all 
of the Judges (Faye Spangler, 
Judy Pearson, Patric Leedom, 
Malcolm Glasglow, and John 
Life), Tabulators (Lynne Bayley, 
Tony Moore, and Molly Doss) 
and our Timekeeper (Gary 
Minado). This contest could not 
have happened without your 
help!

I also would like to thank my 
American Legion Post 194, 
Mason Commander, David 
Charpentier. David introduced 
us to the Zoom application and 
administered it for testing, for 
trouble shooting with the Judges 
and Contestants and for the 
entire day allow for a successful, 
first-ever “virtual” Department 
Oratorical Scholarship Contest. 

earned $2,500 in scholarship 
monies but unfortunately will 
not able compete at the National 
contest held in Indianapolis, 
Indiana against winners of 
contests from the other 52 states 
and territories of these United 
States of America. However, 
since the National Oratorical 
Contest was cancelled, National 
is honoring all Department 
winners by giving them an 
additional $2,000 scholarship.

The 2020 Department 
Oratorical Contest had 9 
District winners participate this 
year. Each contestant delivered 
a prepared oration as well 
as an oration on a randomly 
assigned constitutional topic. 
Emily Schutte impressed the 
judges with a speech titled, The 
Protection of Our Freedom.

I would also like to thank our 
District Chairmen, who went 
above and beyond in helping 
make this event discoverable 
so our young men and women 
could take advantage of this rare 
opportunity and had the heavy 
task of coordinating recent 
activities amidst a pandemic. 
Lynne and Tony, you picked up 
a lot of the behind the scenes 
work, that also played a major 

Emma Sedlak, a senior from 
Russell, Ohio out of the 13th 
District came in second place 
earning a $1,500 scholarship.

A special thanks to all other 
contestants for representing 
their districts.

Abigail Bozigar- District 
1; Honor Persing- District 
4; Micaela Coon- District 5; 
Zachary Zader- District 6; 
Mara Kajula- District 9; Lillian 
Whitcomb- District 10; and 
Chase Ake- District 11.

Since 1938, The American 
Legion High School Oratorical 
Scholarship Program has 
encouraged the nation’s high 
school students to study the 
U.S. Constitution and to hone 
their public speaking skills.

role in this successful event. 
Thank you both.

Last but not least I want to 
thank Christie White for her 
support, as a member of the 
Americanism committee, in 
addition to this vital program, 
she is juggling a number of other 
similar programs to ensure they 
get the attention they deserve 
while we continue to battle the 
war against the Corona Virus.

Due to the current Covid-19 
forced operation directives 
in Ohio, the consideration of t
he health of our members, 
and of future uncertainties, 
the American Legion 
Buckeye Boys State Board 
of Trustees has decided to 
cancel the 2020 Buckeye 
Boys State program. 

The American Legion 
National Americanism 
Commission will discuss 
allowing 2020 delegates 
to participate in the 2021 
BBS program alongside 
those delegates at their fall 
meeting in October. 

2020 Samsung American 
Legion Scholarships will 
not be awarded this year; 
however, delegates can 
still apply for the US 

Due to the current Covid-19 
forced operation directives 
in Ohio, the consideration of 
the health of our members 
and athletes, and of future 
uncertainties, the American 
Legion Department 
Executive Committee has 
decided to cancel the 2020 
Baseball Season. 

With the unpredictability 
of the current worldwide 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic, the manner in 
which the virus spreads, its 
duration and the resulting 
public health regulations 
and restrictions across 
the nation, The American 
Legion is facing an 
improbable situation. The 
Americanism Commission, 
in consultation with National 
Commander James William 

Jim Koppin
BBS Director

jbkoppin@yahoo.com

Marv Shamhart
Dept. Baseball Chairman

740-343-3012
shamhart@embarqmail.com

Christie White
BBS Coordinator

programs@ohiolegion.com

Christie White
Dept. Baseball Coordinator

740-815-0341
programs@ohiolegion.com

Senate Youth Program 
(applications can be found 
at ohiobuckeyeboysstate.
com/senate).

Please notify all Delegates 
of the cancellation and stay 
in contact with them in 
order to ensure they are kept 
up to date on any future 
program decisions. 

Thank you all for you 
continued support of 
American Legion Buckeye 
Boys State through these 
uncertain times. Your hard 
work and dedication to the 
youth in Ohio is appreciated. 
We will all get through this 
together and be stronger on 
the other side. 

More information will 
be disseminated as it is 
received. 

“Bill” Oxford, announces 
cancellation of all 2020 
American Legion Baseball 
national tournaments, 
inclusive of all eight 2020 
Regional Tournaments and 
the 2020 American Legion 
World Series. 

The awarding of American 
Legion Baseball scholarships 
for 2020 have also been 
completely suspended.

The decision to cancel 
was extremely diffi cult but 
deemed necessary, fi rst and 
foremost in the interest of 
health and safety, and in the 
face of uncertainty.

For up to date information, 
please visit our website at 
ohiolegion.com/baseball

More information will 
be disseminated as it 
is received. 

Cancellation of 2020 American 
Legion Buckeye Boys State

CONTACTS:

CONTACTS:

Cancellation of the 2020 American Legion 
Department of Ohio Baseball Season

From Your
American Legion Department

©2018 AGIA      45077

For more information on the products and services 
provided by The Legionnaire Insurance Trust, 

Call: 1-800-235-6943
Or visit us on the web at: www.theLIT.com

Department Sponsored 
Insurance Programs

The Legionnaire Insurance Trust has 
been Your Department’s sponsored 

member benefits program for over 50 
years and continues to fulfill members’ 

needs while being the only such program 
to benefit Your Department every year.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
POST 29 CHILDREN’S 
CHRISTMAS PARTY

POST 681 AWARD WINNER

POST 586 CHARITABLE DONATIONS 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

POST 229 MILITARY MUSEUM

Zanesville American Legion Post 29 partnered with the SAL and 
Women’s Auxiliary to host the Post Children’s Christmas Party.

Presentation to Jasmine Washburn, District 4 Galato Award Winner 
for 100% achievement on the A&G Test.  The folder contains 
the certifi cate for winning the fi ve day trip to Washington D.C. 
and Gettysburg Battlefi eld. This was presented to the Junior at 
Lakota East High School (Liberty Twp., Ohio) in Dr. Tisha Grote’s 
AP Government class on 2/22/2020 by Jerry Nelson, District 4 
Americanism Chairman.  

The Tipp City American Legion Post 586 presents $7,000 in charitable donations to local charities. 
From left to right: Mia Walthers representing USO of Dayton, Harlan Purves representing Legion 
Post 586 Scholarships, Heather Bolton representing Miami County Hospice, Robert Steggemann 
representing American Legion Gifts For Yanks Program, Susan Hemm representing Miami County 
Hospice. The Tipp City American Legion Post #586 presented $7,000.00 in donations to four area 
charities on Tuesday February 25, 2020.  

Every year the Tipp City American Legion Post 586 makes donations to local charities that provide 
services to veterans, individuals and families in our area, along with charitable programs sponsored by 
the American Legion. This year we selected the American Legion Gifts for Yanks Program, since they 
provide services, equipment and other amenities needed by our veterans in VA hospitals. The Miami 
County Hospice was selected, because of the comfort and support they provide to local individuals 
and families in the most trying of times when comfort and understanding are critical. We also 
selected the USO of Dayton. Services provided by this organization benefi t active military members 
and veterans as they travel through the area.  Food, entertainment and an area to rest and relax are 
provided at the Dayton Airport for traveling service members. This is the fi fth year that our post is 
sponsoring scholarships for our veteran member’s sons, daughters, grandsons, granddaughters, etc.  
These scholarships will help them to continue their education and become productive members of our 
communities.

Haley Graham of the Columbiana Rotary Presented a check for 
$500 to Columbiana Post 290 to be used towards the Post Wreaths 
Across America project.  L to R; Ken Allcorn Post 290 Commander, 
Haley Graham and Richard Houp 1st Vice Commander.

NELSONVILLE—Legionnaires Ray 
“White Beaver” Baker and Robert 
Zimmerman examine the new “Cold 
War Warriors: 1946-1991” exhibit at the 
American Legion Glenford Dugan Post 
229 Military Museum in Nelsonville. 
Veterans of all theatres of all confl icts 
in this period are invited to become a 
part the museum’s permanent history 
collection. Bring three to six photos of 
all aspects of military life and copies 
(originals will be returned undamaged) 
will be made and mounted in the circa 
1970/80s era scrapbook. Photo’s 
subject matter can range from military 
hardware to barracks shenanigans. 
The motto “We Gave Peace A Chance” 
is from the cold war era and is featured 
often in this new exhibit. Donations of 
cultural and historical artifacts will also 
be considered for display.  The Military 
Museum is located at the Glenford 
Dugan Post 229, 11 September Street, 
Nelsonville, and is open most Saturday afternoons at 11 AM. There is no admission charge and exhibits are 
kid friendly. Group “fi eld trips” of all ages are encouraged.  (Photo by Denise Harter)
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
POST 29 VETERANS DINNER

POST 29 RECEIVING AWARD 

13TH DISTRICT AUXILIARY 
100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

POST 44 FLAG CEREMONY

POST 382 FOUR CHAPLAINS SERVICE

Dr. William McClelland, World War II B-24 Pilot, addressed nearly 
100 Veterans at the annual Zanesville American Legion’s Veterans 
dinner. Dr. McClelland piloted B-24 “Liberator” bombers over 
Germany from late 1944 through war’s end in 1945. He fl ew 18 
combat missions.  

Larry Wheeler, Zanesville American Legion Post Commander, 
receiving a $250 award for the Post’s membership achievements 
from John Robinson, 1st Vice Commander of District 11. The 
presentation was made during the American Legion’s Spring 
District meeting hosted by the Zanesville Post.

 To honor the Auxiliary of the 13th District, the Blue caps arranged 
a birthday celebration for our Auxiliary. 13th District Auxiliary 
President Louise Ainger and Dept Auxiliary President Kristen Little 
cut Cake.

Flag retirement and replacement ceremony 
for Vietnam Veteran and hospice patient 
Steve Dragomire from Canton Post 44 
Accompanied by soon to be Eagle Scout 
Michael Prince Troop 935. 

On Sunday February 2, the Bluffton 
American Legion Post 382 held a Four 
Chaplains Service at the St. Johns United 
Church of Christ in Bluffton, Ohio. Six local 
Newspapers were sent an announcement 
about the Service. Also Lima Ohio’s WLIO 
TV station was sent an announcement and 
they sent a TV crew to fi lm the event. It 
was aired three different times.  Pictured 
are 14 Veterans who attended the Four 
Chaplains service. American Legion 
Members from Bluffton, Ottawa and 
other surrounding communities attended 
plus the congregation. We also had a 
Commander from the Ottawa VFW in 
attendance.   

Zanesville American Legion Post 29 SAL and Legion members 
practiced social distancing and took the opportunity to repaint, 
clean carpets, rewax fl oors;  and deep clean the Post. Over 350 
volunteer hours have been donated so far.  

POST 29 CLEANING PHOTOS
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TAPS

POST 1 COLUMBUS
PRICE SNYDER
POST 3 FINDLAY
RAY ALTMAN
CARL LANIER
POST 5 TIPP CITY
EPHRAIM STONEROCK
POST 7 WICKLIFFE
CHARLES JAMBOR
POST 8 WELLINGTON
DEFOREST GARFIELD
DENNIS JACKSON
DAVID JONES
WILLIAM MISCH
TERRENCE OREILLY
LELAND SEELEY
POST 9 PLEASANTVILLE
KARL REEVES
POST 10 EDGERTON

HARRY SANDERS
ROGER STRUP
POST 11 LANCASTER
WILLIAM BROWN
JERRY CAMPBELL
JAMES GRIFFITH
DONALD LEHEW
RONALD SHUE
POST 12 ELYRIA
WAYNE BROMAN
JOHN GORNEY
JOE HOLLERN
JON KOTHE
JOSEPH KOVACS
JOSEPH KRISTOSIK
EARL MAHL
CHARLES MASON
HERMAN PLAS
MICHAEL RADOSEVICH
HOWARD RYAN
JOHN SMINK
KENNETH SOMMER
JOHN STEVENSON
JAMES WINGARD
POST 15 POLAND
DON MANNING
JOHN WHITTINGER
POST 16 MANSFIELD
PAUL SCHOPP
KENNETH SHASKY
RICHARD STANDER
POST 19 AKRON
CHARLES BILLOW
POST 20 BREMEN
DOUGLAS GERDS

POST 21 ATHENS
DAVID LOCKE
POST 23 PORTSMOUTH
JACK BEEBE
LEONARD BERKLEY
SAM COOPER
RICHARD MEEKER
TOM ROTH
MICHAEL STURGILL
DAVID WATTS
POST 25 WASHINGTON C.H.
ROGER BOSWELL
LAWRENCE BURRIS
CHARLES CLOUSER
DEAN MARTIN
POST 27 GALLIPOLIS
CECIL SCOTT
POST 28 PERRYSBURG
EARL WITZLER
POST 29 ZANESVILLE
ROBERT BAILEY
JAMES HARRIER
IRWIN MCGEE
JAMES MORGAN
ROBERT NORTHCUTT
RALPH SLETZER
LAWRENCE SOLLER
JOHN TOTH
POST 30 LORAIN
JOSEPH KINTZ
POST 31 EAST PALESTINE
GEORGE COPE
POST 33 STEUBENVILLE
EARL CRAMBLETT
ROBERT DOYLE

ALPHONSE RUGGIERI
WALTER SZYDLOWSKI
POST 38 MARTINS FERRY
FRANK BARTYZEL
THOMAS COLMAN
JULIUS CZAP
POST 41 NORWALK
PHILIP COLAHAN
WALTER EASTMAN
ROBERT HEROLD
FRANK LOWERY
HARRY STODDARD
BRENT TOELLER
POST 43 TROY
CHARLES WILLIAMS
POST 44 CANTON
WILLIAM BOWEN
GEORGE DEY
VERNARD HALL
EUGENE PICCARI
WILLIAM UNGASHICK
POST 49 WILMINGTON
GARY COLLINS
ROBERT HANSFORD
POST 52 BELLAIRE
JOHN FITCH
HARRY JEFFERS
ROBERT PALMER
POST 58 SOMERSET
NORMAN SNIDER
POST 62 CHILLICOTHE
MICHAEL BROADSTONE
KARL DAVIS
R HALL
JEFFERY LONG

GRAHAM THOMPSON
POST 63 OTTAWA
DENNIS KREINBRINK
POST 64 MARIETTA
RICHARD GOUBEAUD
GERALD LEISTER
JOSEPH MUNTZ
POST 67 SHREVE
RONALD AMOS
JOHN ELLSWORTH
TERRY JONES
CLARENCE MCBRIDE
POST 68 WOOSTER
CHARLES MCDONOUGH
KENNETH SPENCER
POST 69 READING
EDSEL ADAMS
LOUIS BURDINE
JOHN FENNER
HENRY GEESNER
PAUL GRAMANN
WILLIAM NELSON
JAMES REILMAN
GEORGE ROSS
FRANK SCHMIDT
POST 71 ROSEVILLE
REX CROOKS
POST 72 MT. CARMEL
WILLIAM BAYER
ROBERT GUMBERT
GEORGE MCILVERN
PATRICK MCMANUS
POST 73 FOSTORIA
MICHAEL BULKOWSKI
POST 76 SEBRING

GOOD OF THE LEGION
POST 405 PRESENT A CHECK POST 633 STATE WINNERS

Members of New Washington Post 405 present a check for $2,000.00 to Kim Turley of 
the Flag City Honor Flight, raised at the benefi t breakfast held on March 1st. Front left 
to right;  Kim Turley, Jerome Heydinger, second row, Daryl Riedel, Frank Niedermier, 
Tim Heydinger, Louis Niedermier, Delbert Hass, back row, Don Heydinger, Gary 
Mapstone, and Carl Hoffbauer.

Charles H. Eyre Post 633 in Seaman OH.  State winners Morgan Shupert and Preston 
Grooms attended and spoke briefl y about the trip they participated in as part of the 
recognition they received as state winners.  They visited Gettysburg and Washington DC 
on the trip.  Morgan scored a 98 on her test, Preston a 96.  The Post 633 family is very 
proud of our winners!  L to R, Stacey Humphrey (Americanism Chair), Morgan Shupert, 
Preston Grooms and Eric Newman (Post Commander).

POST 214 AWARDS

Palmer Roberts Post 214 celebrated and gave awards to Willoughby South High school 
students who were highest scorers for the grade for the American and Government 
testing American Legion Post 214

POST 798 WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
At noon on Saturday, December 14th, a Wreaths 
Across America ceremony was held at Silent Home 
cemetery on Lancaster Avenue, in Reynoldsburg, 
Ohio, in observance of National Wreaths Across 
America Day. The ceremony was conducted by the 
local Civil Air Patrol squadron under the oversight 
of Road Superintendent Stan Knoderer. Also 
participating and representing American Legion 
Reynoldsburg Post 798 was Mindy Margaritis, wife 
of post commander Pete Margaritis. Large wreaths 
were set on stands to honor each of the military 
services. Smaller wreaths were laid at each of the 
208 veterans graves. In addition, on behalf of the 
post, Mrs. Margaritis laid a wreath at the grave of 
Mrs. Josephine Doney. The “Poppy Lady” and one 
of the fi rst American Legion Auxiliary members in 
1919, she is credited as the originator of the American Legion poppy program in 1920.
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CHARLES JACKSON
POST 78 LOGAN
JAMES DALTON
WILLIAM KAEPPNER
POST 79 MARYSVILLE
GEOFFREY FULLEN
CLAIR NORRIS
DAVID SIMON
POST 81 JACKSON
CLARENCE BOWMAN
RAY JOHNSON
FRED RIEGEL
POST 83 SANDUSKY
ERNEST BOWMAN
DAVID CARMAN
HOWARD KOENIGSEKER
WAYNE LARSEN
JEFFREY LEIS
MYRON MAPLE
THOMAS RITZENTHALER
RICHARD SWINT
ALBERT TODI
POST 84 CAMBRIDGE
JERRY LEISTER
POST 85 NEWARK
JOSEPH BENDING
PHILLIP BYRD
JON DOBSON
DALE EMERSON
WILLIAM KAISER
LAWRENCE MCWILLIAMS
HERBERT ODLE
ROBERT THOMAS
CARL WILSON
POST 86 TORONTO
WALTER MCKNIGHT
JOHN WATTS
THURL WICKHAM
POST 87 WOODSFIELD
DALE MORRIS
POST 88 ASHLAND
WILLIAM DAUGHERTY
RALPH HENSEL
HARRY KANZIG
CHESTER MILLHEIM
POST 91 BEREA
DENNIS MASON
JOHN MCLAUGHLIN
RONALD SHALKHAUSER
POST 95 ZENIA
KARL DICKERSON
JOHN MATHER
POST 96 LIMA
RICHARD ARNOLD
GENE BEERY
MEREDITH BRADSHAW
KENNETH BRANCH
DAVID CARPENTER
ROBERT HUDDLESTON
LAWRENCE HUFFMAN
WALTER KINCAID
RAYMOND KITCHEN
WALTER KOHLS
JOHN PLESCHER
POST 103 ASHTABULA
NORMAN LESPERANCE
HANS MIGGO
MARY REDMOND
WILFREDO RODRIGUEZ
POST 104 SOUTH EUCLID
ROBERT FISCO
MICHAEL LICINA
POST 109 MONTPELIER
RAYMOND BURGESS
DANE MICHAEL
POST 110 TOLEDO
RICHARD LYDY
GARY MCGIBBENY
POST 112 MADISON
ROBERT RITTWAGE
CHARLES SNYDER
ERNEST WILLIS
POST 114 OAK HARBOR
JERRY GLASER
POST 115 DELAWARE
THOMAS MAY
POST 118 AMHERST
JAMES WARD
POST 120 URBANA
ALVA UNDERWOOD

POST 122 CLYDE
WALTER AUXTER
JACK CHAMBERS
POST 125 SPRINGFIELD
BULAH STROTHER
POST 129 HILLSBORO
JOE THOMPSON
POST 138 HAMILTON
PHILLIP ALEXANDER
BEN BARBOUR
DONALD COTTON
ROBERT HARRISON
CHARLES SCHENK
HAROLD MAURER
POST 140 GREENVILLE
JOHN HITTLE
GLENN WELCH
POST 142 WAVERLY
ROBERT COCHRAN
ALBERT MOSSBARGER
POST 144 COLUMBUS
STANLEY CARTER
WAYNE CHEW
HAROLD GARNES
JAY GETTYS
HAROLD TIPTON
POST 151 CONNEAUT
RICHARD BARNARD
ANTHONY CICCONE
RICHARD SAYLOR
JACK STOLSON
POST 159 ST. CLAIRSVILLE
ROBERT CHINI
ALBERT DERESKIEWICZ
POST 160 BREWSTER
ROBERT PUTMAN
POST 162 MARION
LAWRENCE HIGGINBOTHAM
GARY SOURS
POST 164 GROVE CITY
HOWARD BENTLEY
RUSSELL BLAINE
ROBERT MATTESON
LARRY ROBERSON
POST 165 MIAMISBURG
EBEN BONEAR
LYNN KOOGLE
WILLIAM TIFFT
POST 166 ALLIANCE
RICHARD LIVENGOOD
ARTHUR SAYERS
JACK SPECHT
POST 169 TIFFIN
JAMES DIGBY
DALE JOHNSON
CALVIN MORGAN
HAROLD SCHUBERT
POST 171 WESTERVILLE
TERRY FRY
C POOLE
POST 172 MILLER CITY
LOUIS NOIROT
POST 173 BELLEFONTAINE
ROBERT FOUGHTY
POST 174 NORTH STAR
CYRIL GEHRET
EARL GRILLIOT
POST 175 STOW
DONALD BETTIO
GORDON YOUNG
POST 176 SOUTH CHARLESTON
DARIUS DEMAREE
POST 177 CANFIELD
ERIC CAHALIN
HARLEY DUNLAP
THOMAS PASSEWITZ
POST 178 VAN WERT
DAVID GILBERT
RON RIPLEY
GENE ROBERTS
DAVID ZEIGLER
POST 179 BLANCHESTER
LEE DAY
PHILLIP SMITH
MAYNARD STENERSEN
CHESTER WILSON
POST 181 BUCYRUS
JOHN MILLER
GALE RUTH

POST 183 PEMBERVILLE
DONNAN MARTEN
JAMES ROBINSON
POST 184 PIQUA
DOUGLAS GROVES
THOMAS KINDELL
TONY RIFFELL
RICHARD WILCOX
POST 185 ADA
ROE LANSING
POST 188 NEW LEXINGTON
DONALD ABRAM
POST 192 MILLERSBURG
BEN BELL
POST 193 MANTUA
ARTHUR DICKARD
CHARLES RATCLIFF
POST 196 BRECKSVILLE
ROBERT BREINING
POST1 198 KENTON
ELLA BONDI
DALLAS SCHOFIELD
POST 199 HARRISON
SAMUEL DUNCAN
RONALD DUNCAN
RONALD NUSEKABEL
DENNY SCHNEIDER
POST 200 HUBER HEIGHTS
JOSEPH BALASSONE
LOUIS BROWN
LARRY CAMPBELL
JAMES KINSTLE
CHARLES MARTIN
WILLIAM OLSEN
POST 201 WEST JEFFERSON
DONALD BRAKE
POST 202 MEDINA
RALPH WAITE
POST 205 DOVER
DEAN BEARD
POST 207 WILLSHIRE
DAVID WHITE
POST 209 AKRON
WILSON WOICEHOVICH
POST 210 CELINA
KENNETH BOGGS
NED HEMMELGARN
THOMAS KLOSTERMAN
WILLIAM MILLER
ROBERT REINEKE
DAVY WINANS
JOHN ZSEMBIK
POST 211 AVON LAKE
TIM CALLAHAN
CORNEL MUHORAY
JOSEPH ROESSLER
JIM WILLIAMS
WILLIAM YUSCHIK
POST 214 WILLOUGHBY
LARRY GALLAGHER
CHARLES SKINNER
RICHARD SPILAR
POST 217 SIDNEY
FRANCIS ALEXANDER
DENVER BUCHANAN
LEONARD DAVIS
RAYMOND DEMPSEY
ROBERT DRISKELL
LEWIS HAAS
JOHN HARMAN
THOMAS MCCLURE
GEORGE ROSS
STEVE RUSSELL
FRANCIS THOBE
POST 218 MIDDLETOWN
DENZIL HOWARD
WAYNE KEMPER
JOHN NEUENSWANDER
FRED RAU
STEVEN SCHULTZ
POST 221 MASSILLON
GERALD GIVENS
DOUGLAS GLAZEBROOK
DAVID GOOD
DONALD HARWIG
WILLIAM HUMPHREYS
WILLIAM JAECK
MARSHALL MCCARTY
POST 223 HICKSVILLE

LARRY HAVER
RICHARD SAVAGE
CLAIR SLATTERY
POST 225 UPPER SANDUSKY
DAVID GILLEN
POST 226 ANDOVER
ELMER FALASCO
POST 234 BRUNSWICK
RAYMOND BAYLESS
POST 235 GIRARD
EMMOR SNYDER
THOMAS WATTS
POST 236 NEWTON FALLS
RODERIC STRICKER
KEITH WEEKLEY
POST 237 BATAVIA
THEODORE MUELLER
JOSEPH SCHOTT
POST 239 WORTHINGTON
SHELDON ATKINSON
JERRY MILLS
POST 240 LUCKEY
DOUGLAS AVERY
POST 241 NEW BREMEN
KEN LIKE
POST 243 GALION
CHARLES BUSLER
DONALD CHRIST
GEORGE EWING
DONALD HOUGH
HAROLD MILLER
POST 245 NEW MADISON
JAMES FALKNOR
JAMES FOREMAN
POST 247 LOWELLVILLE
BERNARD WILKENS
POST 248 PLAIN CITY
DONALD HOLYCROSS
POST 250 SYCAMORE
LEE JOHNSON
POST 254 JOHNSTOWN
SMITH CLARK
JAMES CLARK
STEVEN LECLAIR
PHYLLIS ROBINSON
POST 262 HAMLER
ARNOLD GERKEN
MARTIN TIETJE
POST 265 WAUSEON
HAROLD KNIERIM
GERALD MANSFIELD
RUSSELL OBRIEN
POST 268 DEPHOS
JAMES HARLAN
POST 275 LISBON
BRUNO PEZZANO
WILLIAM STANLEY
POST 278 WARREN
BERT CLARK
POST 281 CUYAHOGA FALLS
FRANCIS HARLAND
POST 282 ORRVILLE
ROBERT BELTZ
ELDON BUPP
BILL BUSS
AARON KEENER
POST 283 PICKERTINGTON
JOSEPH ALLEN
HENRY HOUSEHOLDER
JOHN LEERS
THOMAS VALERO
POST 284 BRYAN
RICHARD GREENE
A MERSCHDORF
POST 286 NEW CARLISLE
RAYMOND ADAMS
FRED KARABAICH
POST 288 WILLIAMSBURG
GLEN POPE
POST 290 COLUMBIANA
DONALD BARNHART
RAYMOND HESS
GARY HOLLOWAY
JAMES KISSEL
EDWIN MANNION
ROBERT NAUGHTON
POST 297 PAYNE
ARLEN BURK
POST 300 NAPOLEON

MICHAEL ADERMAN
DOUGLAS BITZINGER
GENE GIFFEY
ROY GONIA
JUNIOR HARMON
ERIC HOLZER
POST 301 AUSTINTOWN
ZENO FOLEY
POST 304 GARFIELD HEIGHTS
ROBERT MARABLE
POST 305 CUSTAR
JOHN NAGEL
POST 309 MAPLE HEIGHTS
DONALD OLIVER
RUDOLPH PRHNE
POST 315 CLEVELAND
CLARENCE BELLE
RICHARD CLAYTOR
POST 318 CINCINNATI
RONALD YERSKY
POST 320 MAUMEE
STEVEN DECHANE
RONALD GRISEZ
POST 322 WEST ALEXANDRIA
WILLIAM GARDNER
CLARENCE KESSLER
SAM MUNCY
EMERSON WARNER
POST 323 ST. MARYS
TERRY FINKE
PERRY MCBRIDE
DONALD NEDDERMAN
POST 326 SHELBY
HAROLD ALT
RALPH BARBER
RALPH CASSITY
ERRIN ECHELBERRY
MARY FIDLER
JEFFREY JENNEY
GERALD LEWIS
GENE LOVE
VIRGIL PORTER
DAVID REED
MELVIN SUTTON
MERLE WINTERS
POST 330 WAPAKONETA
CARL CRAMER
BILL TROY
POST 331 RAVENNA
BARRY ROSSOW
JERRY SIBERT
EDWARD UHER
POST 332 MCCLURE
DAVID HOCKMAN
POST 334 TOLEDO
ROBERT BURGER
WILLIAM MCCORMICK
ALGIA YOUNG
POST 335 TOLEDO
RAYMOND COON
JAMES HAREN
POST 336 PAINESVILLE
EUGENE BERUS
DAVID MANLEY
POST 340 HOLGATE
DARRELL EBERLE
LOWELL PFAU
POST 343 EUCLID
FRANCIS BORTNICK
PAT IOSUE
POST 344 CAREY
NORTH CLEMONS
LANCE KROMER
BILLY PERKINS
JOHN SAMMET
POST 345 FORT RECOVERY
CALVIN LOY
EDWARD OBRINGER
TERRY SMITH
POST 352 MENTOR
ARIE DEWIT
POST 354 NEW RIEGEL
ROBERT HAUBERT
DONALD SCHALK
POST 357 MINEARVA
DAVID MILLER
WILLIAM OFFENBERGER
POST 360 NEW PARIS
ROBERT ARNETT
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LANDIS ELDRIDGE
JERRY GOOD
JUAN SAUCEDO
RICHARD SCHULTZ
JACK SILVERS
POST 366 FLUSHING
DAVID GARRETT
POST 371 WELLSTON
GERALD FULK
DEAN LAMBERT
REX LITTLEJOHN
FLOYD LOOMIS
GARY MILLER
JAMES RICE
POST 374 EAST LIVERPOOL
BRUCE ADKINS
POST 382 BLUFFTON
RALPH BEEMER
POST 384 WHITEHOUSE
RICHARD SUTER
POST 387 MINSTER
KURT LAMMERS
POST 389 BEVERLY
LOUIS MEYERS
POST 397 VERMILLION
JOHN CROSS
THOMAS GARDNER
JACK KERCHINSKE
HUBERT MARCUM
HERBERT PROCTOR
POST 399 DRESDEN
CHARLES HELT
POST 405 NEW WASHINGTON
RAY LONG
WILLARD PECK
JAMES YOSICK
POST 406 BETHEL
RALPH ADAMS
PAUL PARLIER
KENNETH PIERCE
DAVIS STROOP
JAMES WILSON
POST 407 DOYLESTOWN
CLAYTON SENDELBACH
PAUL STUFFLEBEAM
JIMMIE WATSON
POST 414 GLOUSTER
EUGENE HILLYER
POST 421 FAIRVIEW PARK
HOWARD HUNTER
EDWARD MONDAK
POST 423 RITTMAN
HOWARD MCCOMAS
BERT WALLACE
POST 425 CINCINNATI
PAUL MANUS
THOMAS SUTTMAN
POST 427 CINCINNATI
JAMES REINHOLD
POST 430 COLUMBUS
WILLIAM DEWEY
HERMAN MILLER
CORDALE NOLAN
POST 431 NEWCOMERSTOWN
HAROLD GEORGE
POST 432 WAYNESBURG
RONALD REED
POST 433 IRONTON
JOHN WOLFE
POST 435 VERSAILLES
JOHN SANDERS
POST 436 GREENTOWN
OTIS ESSEX
POST 441 TONTOGANY
RICHARD COPPOCK
POST 444 NEW KNOXVILLE
MORRIS LEFFEL
POST 447 PLYMOUTH
MICHAEL ELLIS
DONALD SCHRINER
POST 449 AKRON
ANTHONY CASCALDO
GLEN COUP
BRIAN JONES
JERRY PLEMONS
JACK POST
POST 450 MILFORD
RICHARD BEUERLEIN
ROBERT CHANDLER
FRED DICKMAN

GERALD HACKMAN
RICHARD HEBENSTREIT
HARRISON TOMS
POST 451 ROCKY RIVER
RICHARD WEIDOKAL
POST 452 MOGADORE
EUGENE KELLER
JOHN SMITH
POST 453 ROCKY RIVER
NICK STAMATIADES
POST 454 RIDGEVILLE CORNERS
RELDON BISCHOFF
WILFRED GERKEN
JACK GRAF
POST 457 SUNBURY
JAMES KREBS
POST 462 NEVADA
D DANNENHAUER
FRANK FUNK
POST 464 HUDSON
ROBERT HAMOR
ALAN TINGQUIST
POST 465 COLUMBUS
GERALD ROBEY
POST 468 SYLVANIA
LOUIS SMITH
POST 469 CLEVELAND
JOHN FERGUSON
POST 470 COLDWATER
DANIEL KEMPER
VIRGIL MUHLENKAMP
POST 475 DELLROY
RICHARD GRAHAM
POST 476 WILKESVILLE
GLEN HALE
POST 479 SWANTON
THOMAS MCGHEE
POST 482 SCIO
CHARLES MILLER
POST 483 FRANKFORT
PAUL JOHNSON
POST 484 CINCINNATI
THOMAS EVANS
POST 493 JACKSON CENTER
RALPH KELLER
RAY LEININGER
WILLIS METZ
RALPH SAILOR
IVAN ZORN
POST 494 SUGARCREEK
CHARLES KLEIN
GLENN MILLER
POST 496 KENT
WILLIAM BALLIS
BENNY COLECCHI
EVERETT GOWIN
DONALD LONGFIELD
GLENN MARXEN
JOSEPH POLACK
POST 508 ROCKFORD
ROGER HARLAMERT
HAROLD HOERSTEN
THOMAS KLOSTERMAN
POST 511 MCCOMB
ROSS BRYAN
JOHN HOLLADAY
POST 512 TOLEDO
GLENN FOSBENDER
ELGIE SUMMERS
POST 513 CINCINNATI
WILLIAM COX
THOMAS STUARD
POST 518 ASHLEY
DANNY DAVIS
NORMA WILDE
POST 521 SHADYSIDE
RICHARD HABIG
STEPHEN ISHMAEL
WILBERT PERRY
POST 522 STRASBURG
JAMES HARTLINE
JOHN HAWK
CLINTON PROUGH
POST 526 FAIRBORN
EDWIN CRIM
CLARENCE MCGAHA
THOMAS MENDENHALL
RICHARD MILLER
POST 527 MILAN
PETER MORSE

POST 530 GREENHILLS
GLENN KESTLER
ROBERT METZ
PAUL RIEDE
PAULDON WAGNER
POST 532 COLUMBUS
CLIFFORD EDWARDS
THEODORE HARTZEL
TERRY ROBERTS
MELVIN SCHELL
POST 533 ROSSFORD
GERALD KOPERSKI
POST 534 CINCINNATI
ROBERT SMITH
POST 535 BELLVILLE
JEAN DILL
DAVID MEEKS
POST 536 GILBOA
DELBERT HALL
ROBERT LEE
POST 537 OREGON
JAMES DREIER
FOREST SELLECK
POST 539 NORTH BALTIMORE
WILLIAM KING
MARVIN KRASSOW
VICTOR KRETZ
EVERETT THOMAS
POST 541 CONTINENTAL
DAN ANDERSON
PAUL LADD
EUGENE LIEBRECHT
ALFRED SARKA
POST 542 PUT-IN-BAY
ROBERT ENGEL
POST 548 LOUISVILLE
JAY HINTON
MANUEL NIETO
HAROLD SCHWEITZER
WALTER SWOGGER
POST 549 BEACH CITY
WILLIAM AUL
HOWARD WADE
POST 550 NEW RICHMOND
JOHN GILFILLEN
POST 551 HOMLESVILLE
TOMMY MORRIS
ORIN WHYDE
POST 553 TOLEDO
STEVEN ESKRA
RICHARD LESS
THEODORE ULMER
POST 554 CINCINNATI
DAVID CONSTABLE
ROBERT KLINE
ALVIN PAULEY
POST 557 WINTERSVILLE
JOHN MCCRACKEN
POST 566 AKRON
JAMES HARRIS
KENNETH LEIB
EDWARD PLOPLIS
POST 571 MARIA STEIN
DENNIS EVERMAN
POST 572 PARMA
KENNETH CRAWFORD
THOMAS KENNEY
POST 573 BRILLIANT
LONNIE ROSE
POST 574 DAMASCUS
EDWARD LIEBHART
POST 584 MARION
JAMES KOHLER
JOSEPH SCOTT
POST 586 TIPP CITY
ROBERT BEIDLER
RICHARD BRACY
JOHN DALTON
ROBERT GLASSMEYER
CHARLES SMITH
POST 587 TOLEDO
LAWRENCE CASSAVORE
THOMAS GARCHER
JACK MCCONAGHIE
HENRY SMITH
DARREL WALENTOWSKI
RONALD WITTSCHEN
POST 598 KETTERING
DALE ADAMS
VICTOR BILEK

WILLIAM BOWMAN
THOMAS HORNING
JOSEPH JANOWSKI
JOSEPH KELEMEN
EDWARD LONG
ROBERT ULRICH
POST 605 WALDO
WILLIAM GROLL
POST 608 SPENCER
HERBERT FOOS
ROBERT GUTHRIE
CALVIN MERRITT
TERRY MYERS
GLENN SALLER
POST 610 BROOK PARK
WILLIAM BARTELL
PETER CIANCI
JOHN HERMANN
MICHAEL OLIVER
JAMES PHILLIPS
LINDSAY SMITH
ROBERT STEFANCIN
POST 614 HILLIARD
THOMAS BAKER
ALAN CARIUS
VIRGIL CORBIN
WILLIAM LEVERING
WILLIAM SCHWARTZ
POST 627 NEWBURGH HEIGHTS
KERRI BROWN
MICHAEL LUTZ
JAMES RODES
POST 630 BLUE ASH
HARRY FALCK
CHARLES SCHROEDER
POST 633 SEAMAN
EARL GORMAN
POST 637 MILLERSPORT
MERLIN CRIPPEN
POST 640 CHESAPEAKE
VERNON ELLIS
POST 641 BELLE VALLEY
PHIL ROBINSON
POST 642 TOLEDO
JOHN SOBOTA
CLARENCE STRONG
POST 646 HOLLAND
EUGENE BRAZEAU
ROOSEVELT NIX
POST 659 BERLIN HEIGHTS
JENNINGS HIBBARD
DONALD LAUTZENHEISER
POST 662 EDON
LESTER KINZER
POST 668 VANDALIA
DALE WACKLER
POST 674 WINDHAM
RICHARD COOKE
POST 676 MANSFIELD
REGINALD SHAW
POST 677 LITHOPOLIS
CHARLES KERN
POST 678 WILLOWICK
JOHN ANZLOVAR
HAROLD HILDEBRECHT
EDWARD KRISTOFF
CHARLES NEDLEY
POST 680 NEY
ELMER CLINKER
POST 681 WEST CHESTER
RICHARD JOHANN
POST 682 HOPEDALE
MARK FIFE
DONALD SMALLEY
POST 685 STREETSBORO
RAYMOND MAHLE
POST 703 PARMA
ED BLYTHIN
DONALD BRINKMAN
ROBERT CASTER
JAMES DEDO
SAM FOGLIANO
JOSEPH GEBURA
WALTER PUGNEA
CLIFFORD RIEDEL
BASIL STEPHANOFF
ROBERT STEPHANOFF
RONALD WISMER
POST 706 NORTH FAIRFIELD
VERNON SMITH

POST 708 HOLLANSBURG
DUANE MILLER
POST 715 FORT JENNINGS
KENNETH MILLER
L PEQUIGNOT
JOSEPH WEHRI
POST 733 BETTSVILLE
JACK BLUE
POST 735 PINEY FORK
EMILIO PASTRE
POST 736 EAST LIVERPOOL
ROLAND MCINTOSH
POST 737 LAKE MILTON
CHARLES BEIGHT
JOSEPH ROCKWELL
POST 740 RICHMOND
WILBUR CUNNINGHAM
POST 743 NORTH KINGSVILLE
DUANE HATCH
POST 744 CINCINNATI
ROY MILLER
POST 749 JEROMESVILLE
STEVE VINNING
POST 750 LOWELL
LEROY GULBRAN
HAROLD HOLLISTER
POST 754 SHAUCK
ROLLIN BREWER
POST 757 CHILLICOTHE
ROCKY DETTY
NEIL MILLER
POST 762 NEW LEBANON
LESLIE PRESTON
POST 763 BEAVERCREEK
JOHN LEONARD
POST 776 RIVERSIDE
CHARLES BROOKS
REGINS PARKER
POST 797 GAHANNA
JOHN BROWNLEE
KENNETH CRISSMAN
POST 803 AURORA
RICK BOEHM
TIMOTHY CONROY
POST 888 DELAWARE
DONALD BAUMBERGER
ISAAC BERRY
JACK BRUNKER
JOHN BURNS
JOSEPH CLASGENS
EDWARD COLE
DON COOK
LOWELL CUMMINS
DONALD CURL
RUSSELL DESCOMBES
BERNARD DURKIN
LOUIS FASCE
BARRY HALL
LESTER HARTSCHUH
CLARENCE HUTSON
JERRY ISAACS
CHARLES KEERAN
JAMES KLINGSHIRN
FRANK KNAPP
KENNETH KOPRAS
WILLIAM LEAS
WALTER MILEWSKI
ROBERT MULLETT
ROBERT MURPHY
DANNY NELSON
ELMER PERRY
RONALD PRENATT
EARL ROACH
ALFRED SCARBERRY
LAWRENCE STROHACKER
JERRY TABLER
JASPER TALL
MICHAEL TARTER
RICHARD THIERRY
OSCAR THOMPSON
ARTHUR TISHLER
JOSEPH TOREKI
RICHARD TOSSEY
JOHN TUTTLE
SHERMAN TUTTLE
RAYMOND WELLS
WALTER WOJACK
GEORGE ZAMPEDRO
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MEMBERSHIP REMINDERS
Consolidated Post Reports and 
Offi cer Certifi cation Forms: 

Those 208 Posts that have 
already completed the CPR as 
of April 27th, thank you! For 
those remaining Posts, hopefully 
your Post Adjutant has received 
a hard copy CPR sometime in 
early March. Please be as detailed 
as possible in reporting all Post 
involvement this past year (June 1st 
through May 31st). If you misplace 
this CPR you can print another 
from the ‘Forms’ page on the 
Department website. This form can 
also be done online if you prefer. 
Posts can fi ll out and submit CPR 
forms online at www.mylegion.org 
The forms are located under “Post 
and Department” options. After 
completing the form online, click 
the “submit” button to send the 
report to National Headquarters. 
A copy will automatically be sent 

to Department. Online submission 
will be available at www.
myLegion.org through July 1st, 
the cutoff date for receipt of forms 
at National Headquarters. The 
CPR is one half of the required 
forms that need to be completed 
and returned to Department to 
receive your 2021 membership 
cards. The other required form, 
Certifi cation of Post Offi cers, 
will be mailed out mid-May and 
can also be found online (which 
close to 10% of Posts have already 
fi lled out and submitted – great 
job!). These online and printable 
forms can be found through our 
Department website at: 

https://www.ohiolegion.com/
forms/cer t i f icat ion-of-post-
offi cers-form/

Some things to consider 
before processing membership 
whether online or mailing 

them into Department:
• Check each member’s card to 

make sure they haven’t already 
renewed for the current membership 
year before submitting. This avoids 
overpaying dues to Department 
and discrepancies of expected 
member numbers between Post 
and Department.

• The weekly membership 
report from National (posted on 
Department’s website) is the most 
up to date and accurate report to 
check your membership numbers. 
This report is updated more 
frequently while other membership 
rosters and myLegion.org member 
information may take 7-10 days to 
show as updated.

• The membership report only 
shows 888 member transfer 
numbers that have fi rst renewed/
paid with the 888 and then transfer 
into a Post – when renewing and 

transferring at the same time 
or transferring before paid, that 
member count will go under the 
‘Traditional renewal’ column in 
the report.
MyLegion.org Post Membership 
Online Processing:

A special thank you to all Posts 
taking advantage of myLegion.
org Post membership processing. 
This gives you control to add new 
members and renew members 
more quickly, keep accurate 
records, and saves on postage 
costs vs. the traditional mail-in 
to Department method. To get 
your myLegion.org sign on access 
contact National at 1-833-253-
9995 (Post Commanders and 
Adjutants only). Please visit the 
Department website for a complete 
guide on all things membership 
related at: https://www.ohiolegion.
com/membership/  

Scroll down to the bottom left 
of the page and click the link 
named ‘Post Online (myLegion.
org) Membership Manual’ this 
is the fi rst document under the 
title ‘Membership Documents’ 
(card processing instructions 
begins on page 48). Please don’t 
hesitate to contact Department 
and District leadership to assist 
your Post in setting up your 
myLegion.org accounts.

Shown below is a graphic of Ohio 
Posts currently using the online 
membership processing features 

DISTR. POST USING 
FEATURE DISTR. POST USING 

FEATURE DISTR. POST USING 
FEATURE DISTR. POST USING 

FEATURE DISTR. POST USING 
FEATURE DISTR. POST USING 

FEATURE

01 0003 NO 02 0444 NO 04 0631 NO 06 0460 NO 09 0151 NO 11 0071 NO

01 0010 NO 02 0446 NO 04 0681 NO 06 0518 NO 09 0177 NO 11 0077 NO

01 0018 NO 02 0648 NO 04 0744 NO 06 0584 NO 09 0214 NO 11 0087 NO

01 0060 NO 02 0652 NO 04 0773 NO 06 0710 NO 09 0226 NO 11 0090 NO

01 0114 NO 02 0745 NO 04 0790 NO 06 0764 NO 09 0247 NO 11 0116 NO

01 0117 NO 02 2019 NO 05 0012 NO 07 0023 NO 09 0278 NO 11 0227 NO

01 0132 NO 03 0005 NO 05 0016 NO 07 0100 NO 09 0301 NO 11 0246 NO

01 0135 NO 03 0006 NO 05 0030 NO 07 0129 NO 09 0336 NO 11 0312 NO

01 0143 NO 03 0080 NO 05 0046 NO 07 0142 NO 09 0504 NO 11 0378 NO

01 0240 NO 03 0120 NO 05 0073 NO 07 0242 NO 09 0506 NO 11 0399 NO

01 0253 NO 03 0125 NO 05 0088 NO 07 0291 NO 09 0540 NO 11 0418 NO

01 0279 NO 03 0140 NO 05 0102 NO 07 0325 NO 09 0560 NO 11 0461 NO

01 0297 NO 03 0155 NO 05 0122 NO 07 0363 NO 09 0565 NO 11 0578 NO

01 0300 NO 03 0215 NO 05 0169 NO 07 0433 NO 09 0609 NO 11 0641 NO

01 0311 NO 03 0238 NO 05 0197 NO 07 0483 NO 09 0699 NO 11 0726 NO

01 0334 NO 03 0286 NO 05 0202 NO 07 0568 NO 09 0751 NO 11 0756 NO

01 0340 NO 03 0322 NO 05 0219 NO 07 0590 NO 09 0807 NO 11 0760 NO

01 0341 NO 03 0360 NO 05 0243 NO 07 0594 NO 10 0031 NO 12 0164 NO

01 0373 NO 03 0362 NO 05 0250 NO 07 0618 NO 10 0033 NO 12 0182 NO

01 0400 NO 03 0377 NO 05 0260 NO 07 0622 NO 10 0056 NO 12 0220 NO

01 0441 NO 03 0487 NO 05 0292 NO 07 0633 NO 10 0131 NO 12 0800 NO

01 0492 NO 03 0544 NO 05 0344 NO 07 0640 NO 10 0160 NO 13 0002 NO

01 0511 NO 03 0588 NO 05 0354 NO 07 0694 NO 10 0190 NO 13 0304 NO

01 0533 NO 03 0619 NO 05 0404 NO 07 0730 NO 10 0192 NO 13 0309 NO

01 0537 NO 03 0665 NO 05 0434 NO 07 0806 NO 10 0204 NO 13 0339 NO

01 0542 NO 03 0708 NO 05 0447 NO 08 0009 NO 10 0205 NO 13 0343 NO

01 0555 NO 03 0746 NO 05 0455 NO 08 0020 NO 10 0221 NO 13 0438 NO

01 0576 NO 03 0762 NO 05 0488 NO 08 0027 NO 10 0244 NO 13 0451 NO

01 0635 NO 03 0787 NO 05 0503 NO 08 0039 NO 10 0274 NO 13 0453 NO

01 0642 NO 04 0037 NO 05 0514 NO 08 0058 NO 10 0357 NO 13 0469 NO

01 0669 NO 04 0069 NO 05 0523 NO 08 0081 NO 10 0374 NO 13 0627 NO

01 0715 NO 04 0072 NO 05 0535 NO 08 0128 NO 10 0375 NO 13 0738 NO

01 0725 NO 04 0123 NO 05 0608 NO 08 0161 NO 10 0396 NO 14 0019 NO

01 0786 NO 04 0138 NO 05 0656 NO 08 0222 NO 10 0428 NO 14 0193 NO

02 0133 NO 04 0149 NO 05 0676 NO 08 0229 NO 10 0432 NO 14 0209 NO

02 0185 NO 04 0180 NO 05 0717 NO 08 0261 NO 10 0440 NO 14 0272 NO

02 0198 NO 04 0186 NO 05 0749 NO 08 0303 NO 10 0491 NO 14 0281 NO

02 0207 NO 04 0367 NO 06 0040 NO 08 0342 NO 10 0497 NO 14 0452 NO

02 0208 NO 04 0394 NO 06 0092 NO 08 0376 NO 10 0499 NO 14 0496 NO

02 0241 NO 04 0406 NO 06 0101 NO 08 0420 NO 10 0519 NO 14 0566 NO

02 0259 NO 04 0425 NO 06 0105 NO 08 0602 NO 10 0522 NO 14 0674 NO

02 0266 NO 04 0427 NO 06 0136 NO 08 0637 NO 10 0651 NO 14 0685 NO

02 0346 NO 04 0450 NO 06 0162 NO 09 0015 NO 10 0684 NO 14 0713 NO

02 0381 NO 04 0485 NO 06 0201 NO 09 0051 NO 10 0718 NO 14 0801 NO

02 0387 NO 04 0513 NO 06 0285 NO 09 0076 NO 10 0735 NO 14 0803 NO

02 0395 NO 04 0530 NO 06 0368 NO 09 0106 NO 10 0740 NO

02 0426 NO 04 0554 NO 06 0401 NO 09 0124 NO 11 0038 NO
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YOUR SUMMARY OF AMERICAN LEGION BENEFITS
Reserved for Members

BENEFITS FOR THE HOME

AUTO RENTALS - Members can receive special 
discounts with ALAMO, NATIONAL, and 
ENTERPRISE.  Note:  These discount offers are 
valid at participating locations and are not valid 

with any other discounts or special prices in the U.S.

NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES AND 
ALLIED VAN LINES - Preferred savings of 
50% or more on interstate (state-to-state) 
moving and in-transit storage. 

GOV VACATION REWARDS -
Members can get the best discount available on travel 
including airfare, hotel, car rental, vacation packages, 
cruises, and more. 

VETERANS HOLIDAYS - This 
program offers members the 

opportunity to rent a furnished condominium for 2-8 
people, for an entire week, for less than they would pay for 
a single hotel room. 

MOTEL 6 - Members receive a 15% discount at 
any of the 1,100 pet-friendly Motel 6 locations in 
the U.S. and Canada.

BEST WESTERN - American Legion 
members can save 10% or more at more than 2,100 
North American Best Western locations.  Members are 
also eligible for free enrollment in Best Western Service 
Rewards®. 

WYNDHAM HOTEL GROUP - Save 
up to 20% off the best available rate at thousands of 
participating hotels throughout the world!

AUTO RENTAL, RELOCATION, AND TRAVEL

DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PROGRAM  - Members and dependants 

can save up to 20% or more through CVS/caremark.

DISCOUNTS ON HEARING AIDS
Members, family and extended family are eligible 
for hearing care discounts from Amplifon Hearing 
Health Care.  Benefits include:  hearing aid low-price 
guarantee; convenient locations nationwide; risk-free 
60-day trial period; 1-year free follow-up care; free 
2-year supply of batteries (160 cells). 

LIFE INSURANCE THROUGH MUTUAL 
OF OMAHA - Members aged 45-85 are eligible 

for guaranteed issue whole life policies. (May not be 
available in all states).

USAA - Provides a full range of financial 
products including: insurance, banking, 
investments, and financial advice. As an 

American Legion member, you are eligible to join. 
There are no membership fees to join USAA and 
when you sign up, your eligible family members can 
join USAA as well. 

OFFICE DEPOT/OFFICE MAX -
Members receive up to 80% off of over 93,000 items 
online or in-store with a purchasing card printable 
online.  Next day delivery is free on purchase of $50 or 
more for American Legion members.

LIFESTATION - Members can receive 
special discounted rates on a medical alert system and a 
free extra item. 

OMAHA STEAKS® - Members can enjoy 
free shipping on exclusive combos and 
an additional 10% off entire order with 
Omaha Steaks.

HEARING HEALTH CARE

United of Omaha

ADDED MEDICAL BENEFITS INSURANCE
BS-JULG-17

BENEFIT ASSISTANCE - The American Legion 
helps all veterans obtain full medical, career and 
education benefits, as well as assistance in preparing 
VA claims applications.

VETERANS’ REPRESENTATION - The American 
Legion is the nation’s largest and most effective 
advocate in Washington D.C. for veterans, troops and 
their families. The American Legion fights every day 
on Capitol Hill and across the country for a quality 
VA health-care system, improved benefits processing 
and a decent quality of life for active-duty military 
personnel. 

ACCREDITED SERVICE OFFICERS  - 
The American Legion has nearly 3,000 trained 
experts in veteran benefits nationwide. Visitors of 
www.legion.org can search online for the service 
officer nearest to them. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR VETERANS  -
The American Legion works closely with numerous 
employers, lenders and agencies, including the 
Department of Labor and the Small Business 
Administration, to produce hundreds of career events 
across the country each year. The Legion is also the 
nation’s leading advocate for veteran entrepreneurs 
and job candidates who have service-connected 
disabilities. 

TOP-RANKED MEMBER MAGAZINE  - You’ll 
receive a full year’s subscription to The American 
Legion Magazine, the nation’s most widely circulated 
publication for veterans and top-ranked magazine, 
among all titles, for readership. Each issue is packed 
with features, commentaries, interviews, military 
history, photos and more of interest to America’s 
veterans.

A Blue Star Banner displayed in the window of a home is an American tradition. 
The banner lets others know that someone in the home is proudly serving on active 
duty in the U.S. Armed Forces. Order your Blue Star Banner from The American 
Legion National Emblem Sales. Call toll-free 1-888-453-4466 or order online at 
www.emblem.legion.org.

MAKE SURE YOU ARE RECEIVING 
ALL THE BENEFITS AS A MEMBER OF 

THE AMERICAN LEGION!

NOTE: These discount offers are valid at participating locations and are not valid with any other discounts or special prices. 
The American Legion does not guarantee any discounts. 

ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR VETERAN BENEFITS

The American Legion  P.O. Box 7017  Indianapolis, IN 46207
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Americanism Crossword Key

Down
1. What President issued a message on the first Armistice Day?
(wilson)
4. phonetic alphabet for the letter H. (hotel)
5. How many women are on the Vietnam wall? (eight)
6. What state is home to the oldest active military base? (pennsylvania)
7. John _______ is commonly known as the 'Father of Liberalism'
(locke)
9. This state is home of the Air Force Academy (colorado)
12. Who was the president during Peal Harbor? (roosevelt)
14. Henry ______was general of both the Army and the Air Force,
making him the only man to ever hold both titles. (arnold)
16. The President of the United States (trump)
17. What Month Does Veterans Day Take Place? (november)

Across
2. Aim _______ is the Air Forces motto. (high)
3. Camp ________ is an Army base located just south of the DMZ.
(casey)
8. The assassination of Archduke _____________ triggered a series of
events that stated WWI (ferdinand)
10. In Vietnam 33,103 _________ Years old when they were killed in
Vietnam. (eighteen)
11. The largest Navy Depot is located in what city in Virginia? (norfolk)
13. James _________ was the author of the Bill of Rights. (madison)
15. John _______ was the first president to not serve in the armed
forces? (adams)
16. What tavern was the first Marine Corps recruitment drive held in the
Revolutionary war? (tuns)
18. What Battle ended the Revolutionary War? (yorktown)
19. Where was the treaty that ended World War I signed? (versailles)
20. What is the nickname for the Marines? (jarheads)

Fall OLN Crossword
Complete the crossword puzzle below
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Across
2. The _____ Machine helped German military to code messages. (enigma)
5. Francis Scott _____ who wrote the Star Spangled Banner. (key)
10. The shot heard around the world from the battle of _______? (concord)
11. First President to graduate college. (adams)
13. From sea to shining ______. (sea)
15. proclamation issued by President Lincoln. (emancipation)
17. Fort _______ home of the 3rd Infantry Division. (stewart)
19. Legion Motto For God and _______________. (country)
20. Current Vice President Mike ___________. (pence)

Down
1. How many presidents did we have during the Vietnam War? (fi ve)
2. Current Secretary of Defense_________. (esper)
3. ______ Project produced the fi rst nuclear weapon. (manhattan)
4. The attack of ______ Harbor prompted the military to join WW2. (pearl)
6. Last battle of the Revolutionary War. (yorktown)
7. ______ Tea Party was a political protest that occured on December 16 1773. (boston)
8. Memorial Day takes place in what month? (may)
9. 10th ________ located at Fort Drum, New York. (mountain)
12. Minority Leader Chuck _____________. (schumer)
14. The Battle of ________ ended the War of 1812. (plattsburg)
16. The letter A in the phonetic alphabet. (alpha)
18. 33 President of the United States. (truman)

Down
1. How many presidents did we have during the Vietnam War? (five)
2. Current Secretary of Defense_________. (esper)
3. ______ Project produced the first nuclear weapon. (manhattan)
4. The attack of ______ Harbor prompted the military to join WW2.
(pearl)
6. Last battle of the Revolutionary War. (yorktown)
7. ______ Tea Party was a political protest that occured on December
16 1773. (boston)
8. Memorial Day takes place in what month? (may)
9. 10th ________ located at Fort Drum, New York. (mountain)
12. Minority Leader Chuck _____________. (schumer)
14. The Battle of ________ ended the War of 1812. (plattsburg)
16. The letter A in the phonetic alphabet. (alpha)
18. 33 President of the United States. (truman)

Across
2. The _____ Machine helped German military to code messages.
(enigma)
5. Francis Scott _____ who wrote the Star Spangled Banner. (key)
10. The shot heard around the world from the battle of _______?
(concord)
11. First President to graduate college. (adams)
13. From sea to shining ______. (sea)
15. proclamation issued by President Lincoln. (emancipation)
17. Fort _______ home of the 3rd Infantry Division. (stewart)
19. Legion Motto For God and _______________. (country)
20. Current Vice President Mike ___________. (pence)

Spring OLN
Complete the crossword puzzle below
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