
“For God & Country”

Official Publication of The American Legion, Department of Ohio April  |  May  |  June  2017VOLUME 83, NO. 2

hio
LEGION NEWS“For God &

hio
VO

LU
M

E 
83

, N
O.

 2
SP

RI
NG

 2
01

7
h

io
L
E
G

IO
N

 N
E
W

S
L
E
G

IO
N

 N
E
W

S
h

io
h

io
L
E
G

IO
N

 N
E
W

S

The American Legion Depart-
ment of Ohio will conduct its 99th 
Annual Department Convention 
in Dayton, July 7, 8, and  9th.

The three-day session of nearly 
100,000 members of the Ohio 
American Legion will be held at 
the Crowne Plaza, 33 East 5th 
Street.

Housing reservations can be 
made online. For the Auxiliary 
and any District Legion overfl ow, 
go to: Marriott.com Dayton Ohio 
and click on American Legion 
convention or call 937-223-1000. 
Past Department Commanders 
and top Districts Legionnaires 
placed by membership, you are 
housed in the headquarters hotel. 
You should go to: crowneplaza.
com Dayton Ohio and click Le-
gion Convention, or call 937-229-
9831.

Highlights of the Convention 
will include addresses by Offi cers 
and other dignitaries, the election 
and installation of the new 2017-
2018 Offi cers, and consideration 

A&G WINNERS TOUR WASHINGTON 
AND GETTYSBURG

2017 DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION

July 7th-9th • Dayton, Ohio
of constitutional amendments and 
resolutions that involve Legion 
business and policies of state and 
national interest.

In addition, various Depart-
ment awards for the year will be 
given out to those deserving Posts/
individuals who have excelled 
throughout the year.

Delegates of the Legion and 
Auxiliary will begin arriving in 
Dayton on Thursday, July 6th for 
pre-convention meetings, and will 
occupy 500 hotel rooms in area 
hotels. Approximately 1,400 Le-
gion members, their spouses, and 
friends are expected to attend the 
three-day meeting.

Registration will take place on 
the ground fl oor, Lobby, of the 
Crowne hotel beginning on Friday 
at 10:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M., with a 
registration fee of $5.00.

During your convention stay, 
try to visit the many events in the 
area.

The 2018 Department Conven-
tion will be held in Columbus.
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Eighteen State Winners in the 
2016-2017 Americanism and 
Government Test program, ac-
companied by chaperones from 
the Ohio American Legion and 
Ohio American Legion Auxiliary, 
under the direction of Tour Di-
rector; Department Americanism 
Director Gerald White, toured 
Washington D.C. and Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, March 6-11.

The March A&G trip was the 
culmination of the Department’s 
Americanism and Government 
Test program for 2016-2017 and 
continues an annual event con-

ducted by the Ohio American Le-
gion every year since 1936.

Highlights of the trip included 
special tours of the Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts; the 
Washington Cathedral, viewing 
the United States Constitution and 
Declaration of independence at 
the National Archives, visiting all 
of the major memorials in Wash-
ington D.C. , having the group 
hosted at  dinners by Gettysburg 
American Legion Post #202, and 
Bedford PA American Legion 
Post #113, and touring the Gettys-
burg national battlefi eld.  

Continuing a time honored tra-
dition going back in an unbroken 
line to 1936, the Ohio American 
Legion had the honor to lay a 
wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at Arlington National 
Cemetery and to receive a briefi ng 
by a member of the Tomb Guard 
platoon who guard the Tomb of 
the Unknowns on their responsi-
bility of the Tomb Guard “Sen-
tinels” to guard the Tomb of the 
Unknowns 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year regardless 
of weather.

While also at Arlington National 
Cemetery also, the A&G group 
had a presentation on the his-
tory and operation of Arlington 
National cemetery by Ms. Renea 
Yates, Deputy Superintendent for 
Administration at Arlington Na-
tional cemetery, who is a native of 
Ohio. 

A special opportunity afforded 
the group was traveling to Marine 
Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia to 
be briefed by offi cers of Marine 
Helicopter Squadron One which 
fl ies the President of the United 
States aboard the “Marine One” 
helicopter, members of the White 
House staff, and distinguished 
visitors to the United States.

While at Marine Helicopter 
Squadron One, the Americanism 
and Government group got “up 
close and personal” with a Ma-
rine MV-22 Osprey fl own by the 
Squadron and one of the Execu-
tive “white top” helicopters that 
fl ies the President.

Chaperones representing the 
American Legion and American 
Legion Auxiliary were Depart-
ment First Vice Commander Stan-
ley Pleasant and Auxiliary First 
Vice President Shirley Maurer.

2016-2017 Ohio Americanism and Government State Winners
12TH GRADE BOYS
Ian Doemling, Aurora 

Adam Lewis, Grand Rapids 
Michael Spradlin, Wheelersburg       

11TH GRADE BOYS                                    
Jonathan Courtney, Thompson         

Puran Kansakar, Mason                      
Joseph McQuillin, McClure                

10TH GRADE BOYS                                    
Cole Durst, Middleport                        

Evan Hendrickson, Seaman                 
Taylor Lowmiller, Minerva 

12TH GRADE GIRLS
Taylor McQuay, Wheelersburg 

Mary Catherine Scarlett, Maumee 
Alena Tagle, St Marys

11TH GRADE GIRLS
Dayna Rakoczy, Burton

Zoe Rutledge, Bloomville
Madison Schroeder, Ottawa

10TH GRADE GIRLS
Hannah Horsington, Hebron

Laiken Rice, Lucasville
Rachel Trudeau, Covington
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The time has 
come for me to 
thank each and 
every Legion-
naire out there 
for your support 
these past three 
years as I have 
served as an of-
fi cer in the De-

partment of Ohio. I can tell you 
that it has indeed been an honor 
to represent the Department of 
Ohio as I traveled the state and 
country. As Second Vice Com-
mander traveling to see and take 
part in the annual events of the 
Department, as First Vice Com-
mander representing the Depart-
ment as its membership chairman 
and fi nally as your Department 
Commander, it has truly been a 
joyous and memorable time. A 
time I will not forget. 

This past year has seen the re-
dedication of our beautifully 
renovated headquarters building, 
the Department of Ohio hosted a 

We brag about 
being the largest 
veteran’s service 
organization in 
the world.  If we 
do not get our 
members to re-
new, and contin-
ue to recruit new 

members, the American Legion 
will no longer exist.  We need 
all hands on deck.  Membership 
is everyone’s responsibility.  I re-
ceived an email confi rming, as 
an organization, the American 
Legion is 70,000 members be-
hind where we were at this time 
last year.  The American Legion 
is on the verge of falling below 
2,000,000 members.  Member-
ship is the life blood of our orga-
nization.

For those Posts that are reluc-
tant to transfer 888 members, 
you are making a mistake.  When 
you transfer a member from 888, 
you are transferring a member 
that has already paid their dues 
in most cases.  Those that have 
not already renewed will renew 
at your Post.  This gives you 
the opportunity to create a pool 
of members where you can fi nd 
someone to mentor for leader-
ship. You are helping your Post 
and the Department of Ohio. We 
need members to work our pro-
grams.  

We are all volunteers in this 
organization.  However, volun-
teering comes with a certain 
amount of responsibility.  It does 
not mean that you get to ignore 
The American Legion policies.  
We MUST treat our members 
with respect. This includes pro-
cessing their membership cards 
quickly.  No member should have 

G r e e t i n g s 
everyone!  As 
you are read-
ing this issue 
of the Ohio 
Legion News 
Summer will 
be upon us 
and the next 

thing you know we will be talk-
ing about Fall.  Well before we 
talk about the future let’s talk 
about the past.  During the 
month of February, we held the 
67th Department Bowling Tour-
nament.  Post #44 was the host 
Post and did an excellent job 
providing entertainment, food 
and hospitality, a BIG THANK 
YOU to Post #44.  The bowling 
took place at 77 Colonial Lanes 
in Canton, Ohio and they did a 
very nice job for our Tourna-
ment and our bowlers.  We had 
a Perfect game bowled by Doug 
Shrout from Dayton.  I do not 
have all the results, but I believe 
that Brenda has provided that 
information in the later portion 
of this issue.  Next year the 2018 
Tournament will be held in San-
dusky hosted by Post #83 and it 
will be at Cedar Lanes.  Please 
pass on to all of your bowlers 
that 99% of the Registration 
will be online, only a very few 
Posts will be allowed to regis-
ter by paper and U.S. mail and 
that will be by special request.  
We hope that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and we hope to see 
all of you next year.

On April 22, 2017, the Depart-
ment Euchre Tournament took 
place at Freedom Post #183 
Pemberville, OH.  I was there 
for the opening and they had 26 
teams registered which is good, 

successful National Convention, 
a membership workshop at our 
National Headquarters where we 
presented our revised 5 yr. mem-
bership plan, a revised format of 
the Mid-Winter Conference, the 
introduction of conference calls 
to bring our committee members 
together more often, involvement 
of our Past Department Com-
manders, successful revitaliza-
tions, and a continued effort to 
increase our brand awareness 
throughout Ohio.

Serving you has given me the 
opportunity to travel to Washing-
ton D.C. to represent our Veter-
ans and their needs to our Sena-
tors and Congressmen. I was able 
this past March to travel to Bend, 
Oregon and represent Ohio at our 
National Commander’s home-
coming.

There too, have been many 
changes in the way we do busi-
ness in the Department. Our Ad-
jutant has fi nished his fi rst year in 
his leadership role and we have 

to complain about not receiving 
their membership card after they 
have paid their dues. Remember 
that our post homes are supposed 
to be places where all veterans/
members can feel comfortable.

We are quickly closing in on 
the end of our membership year.  
We have missed our last targets, 
but we have time to do more 
work. Please DO NOT give up 
on membership.  Continue to 
beat the bushes. We need every 
renewal, transfer, and new mem-
ber we can get.    

By the time you receive this 
edition, many Posts will have al-
ready held elections.  I hope that 
you have elected some new mem-
bers to some of your executive 
positions.  It is important to our 
organization that we mentor new 
members into leadership posi-
tions.  Don’t expect them to walk 
up to you and ask to lead.  You 
may have to be the bigger person 
and offer them an opportunity to 
help your Post and our great or-
ganization.  Don’t be afraid to try 
new things.  We can’t keep doing 
things the same way and expect 
to get different results.

You no longer have to send in 
your old membership cards to re-
ceive your new membership cards 
for the upcoming year.  Each Post 
is responsible for destroying their 
old cards.  Now you are required 
to submit your Consolidated Post 
Report (CPR) and your Offi cer’s 
Certifi cation Forms.  This change 
is effective immediately.  Every 
Post does at least one thing that 
can be put on a CPR.

Thank you for allowing me 
to serve as your 1st Vice Com-
mander.

For God and Country

but we had plenty of room for 
more teams.  My understand-
ing is 24 teams were from the 
First District and 2 teams from 
the Fifth District.  I would have 
liked to stick around and social-
ize with the players but we also 
had the Department Pool Tour-
nament starting at the same time 
at Post #29 Zanesville, OH.  I 
have not been able to get the in-
formation of who the winners 
were and Brenda has been off 
do to having a knee replaced.  
Please check the Department 
website ohiolegion.com for the 
results of the Euchre Tourna-
ment.

The Department Pool Tourna-
ment was also held on April 22nd 
at Post 29 in Zanesville.  I want 
to thank Larry Shanks who was 
the contact person, Jason Chap-
man who ran the Tournament 
for doing an outstanding job.  
Of course, they had many Post, 
Auxiliary and Sons helping and 
it takes a good team of people 
to have a successful event.  This 
year there was a mini tourna-
ment on Friday evening Satur-
days was the Singles event and 
Sunday the Doubles event.  For 
the Singles there was 47 players, 
up from about 37 last year and 
the doubles were also up this 
year having 24 double teams.  
The winner was Joe Wichman 
from Post #468 Sylvania, Ohio.  
Second place was Jimmy South-
ers from Post #11, Third was 
Greg Canter Post #406, Fourth 
– Perley Clawson Post #726, 
tied for Fifth place was Dave 
Vickers and Tony Evans both 
from Post #29.  The payout was 
1st Place $305, 2nd Place $200, 
3rd Place $100, 4th Place $50 

seen a re-alignment of many of 
the duties of our Directors. We 
have a GREAT DEDICATED 
STAFF and they have adapted 
to the change well and I thank 
the Legionnaires of Ohio for 
making these transitions easier 
through your co-operation and 
patience with our staff. It is our 
hope to free our Directors to be 
in the fi eld more to assist and 
train in Districts and Posts. We 
have recently completed the fi nal 
stages of hiring a new American-
ism/Children and Youth Direc-
tor to replace Jerry White who 
announced his retirement at the 
Mid-Winter Conference in Janu-
ary. This again will bring change 
to our Department as we know 
it today. We have been fortunate 
to have someone as dedicated to 
the Americanism/Children and 
Youth Programs as Mr. White. I 
thank him for his dedication and 
spirit of Americanism that he has 
taught many of us throughout the 
years. His absence will put a lot 

more responsibility on our ap-
pointed chairmen as we head into 
a new year as they will be the 
individuals responsible for the 
reporting to our Department Ex-
ecutive Committee, and Conven-
tions. He has agreed to stay on as 
Buckeye Boys State Director for 
at least one year past his retire-
ment which will certainly help us 
to prepare for the future of that 
program as well.

Now, as we prepare to go to Day-
ton, Ohio, July 7th thru the 9th 
for our 99th annual Department 
Convention and then on to Reno, 
Nevada, for our historic National 
Convention, we must ask our-
selves the question pertaining to 
this year’s National Command-
er Charles E. Schmidt’s motto: 
“What will I do to help Carry the 
Legacy Forward?” This is a ques-
tion upon which we must all refl ect 
if we are to continue as the Na-
tion’s largest and most infl uential 
Veterans Service Organization. 
We cannot continue to sustain 

Stanley A. Pleasant
1st Vice Commander

Robert (Bob) Schmitt
2nd Vice Commander

April | May | June  2017

losses in membership that we are 
experiencing and survive. Please 
elect Offi cers and leadership at 
local Posts who are committed 
to growing the membership and 
programs of the American Legion 
and whose interests are not solely 
in the Canteen. Our focus should 
always be fi rst and foremost the 
Four Pillars of the American Le-
gion and its programs.

Once again, it has been a privi-
lege and an honor to serve as 
your Commander this past year 
and as an Offi cer of the Depart-
ment of Ohio for the past three 
years. I look forward to serving 
the Department in the future and 
wish nothing but the best to our 
Posts, Districts, and Department. 
It is my sincere belief that The 
American Legion has its best 
days ahead. See you all at our 
Conventions. Until then let’s all 
continue to work hard and “Grow 
The American Legion Family”

.
For God and Country 

Ronald L. Chapman
Dept. Commander

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

1st VICE COMMANDER 2nd VICE COMMANDER
and 5th Place tied each received 
$25. I don’t have the results of 
the Doubles but we will post the 
results of the entire tournament 
on the Department website, so 
check out ohiolegion.com.  

Department Activities that are 
coming up shortly after the State 
Convention; Department Trap 
Shoot and a Department Golf 
Tournament.  The new 2nd Vice 
Commander for 2017 – 2018 
will not have the opportunity to 
get this information out before 
these events take place, so I will 
work on promoting them.  The 
information and registration 
form for the Golf Tournament is 
on the website now, however we 
do not have any information on 
the Trap Shoot as of this writ-
ing.  I have not had any success 
yet, to revive the Horseshoe 
Tournament, so if anyone is in-
terested please contact me or 
Brenda McGowan.  

I already thanked Post #44, 
but again I would like to offer 
a BIG THANK YOU to Post 
#44, Post #183 and Post #29 for 
hosting these events and helping 
the participants to have an en-
joyable time and hopefully they 
will bring more with them next 
year.  Your hospitality was great 
and so was the food.

So, to stay up-to-date on these 
and other Activities continue 
checking the Department web-
site for updates.  Please be a par-
ticipant and if not at least stop 
by these events and support the 
participants and the Posts that 
are hosting the Events.  Thank 
you for your time and support.  
Please stay safe and healthy.

For God and Country
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G r e e t i n g 
L eg ion na i res 
and Legion 
Family.  Your 
D e p a r t m e n t 
Staff continues 
to work hard 
to support our 
Veterans, Fami-

lies, Posts, and Districts.
Congratulations to 10th Dis-

trict for making your member-
ship quota and winning The 
American Legion Race-To-The-
Top for the Large District Cat-
egory.  This marks the 3rd con-
secutive year Ohio has won the 
large category District member-
ship competition.  Last year 4th 
District won the award.  My hat 
is off to Commander Ed Long 
and 1st Vice Commander and 
Membership Chair Holly Lewis 
for your hard work and keeping 
the Race-To-The-Top in Ohio.  

If you are a Post Offi cer with 
a MyLegion account, Ohio has 
been selected as the test Depart-
ment for a new online member-
ship processing system.  You 
should have received an email 
from the National organization 
with instructions on how to par-
ticipate.  This new system has the 
potential to improve member-
ship processing, reduce delays, 
and eliminate double payments.  
I encourage all posts to partici-
pate in the program and provide 
feedback to make the system 
better so it can be released to 
the rest of the organization.  If 
you have not received the email 
or need assistance with your 
MyLegion account please call 
the Department Headquarters, 
we would be happy to assist.  

The American Legion Depart-
ment of Ohio has been heavily 
involved with the current State 
budgeting process.  The Depart-
ment Legislative Committee has 
been working hard with State 
Legislators to ensure that all 
budget items that support Ohio 
Veterans remain intact.   Direc-
tor Suzette Price has been com-
municating with the District 
Legislative Chairpersons and 
keeping them up to date on all 
actions in Columbus.  

The Department has selected a 
successor for Americanism Di-
rector Jerry White.  I am pleased 
to announce Mrs. Tara Hender-
son of Marion, OH as the next 
Director of Americanism and 
Children and Youth for The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio.  Tara, a Navy Veteran, 
comes to the Department with 
over 10 years of corporate ex-
perience in the defense industry.  

If you see Tara, please welcome 
her to the Department of Ohio.  
We are all very excited that she 
is on board.  

The Department utilized a 
three-phase plan to select the 
best qualifi ed candidate.  Phas-
es 1 and 2 were executed by 
a Screening Committee con-
sisting of Commander Ronald 
Chapman, 1st Vice Commander 
Stanley Pleasant, 2nd Vice Com-
mander Robert Schmitt, Na-
tional Executive Committeeman 
Dennis Clausing, and Alternate 
National Executive Commit-
teeman Robert Klostermeier.  
Phase 3 was executed by the 
Department Adjutant to conduct 
the fi nal interviews and present 
the job to a candidate based on 
his judgement of qualifi cations, 
knowledge, and fi t within the or-
ganization.

Phase 1 (Resume and Cover 
Letter Review) was executed on 
15 March 2017 at the Depart-
ment Headquarters, the Screen-
ing Committee evaluated each 
resume and cover letter and se-
lected a list of candidates for 
interviews.  Phase 2 (panel in-
terviews) was conducted over a 
two-day period on 30-31 March 
2017 in the Library of the De-
partment Headquarters. After 
the interviews, the Screening 
Committee presented the De-
partment Adjutant with the fi -
nalists.  The Adjutant executed 
Phase 3 individual interviews 
over a three-day period from 
5-7 April 2017.  The Screening 
Committee and I agreed on the 
candidate and offi cially present-
ed Mrs. Henderson to the De-
partment Executive Committee 
during a special conference call 
meeting on 20 April 2017.  

The Department has been with-
out Director Brenda McGowan 
for the last four weeks as she is 
recovering from surgery.  Bren-
da will be back to work in early 
May.  Welcome back Brenda.

The Department has also hired 
a new Bookkeeper.  I am pleased 
to announce the hiring of Mr. 
Dan Hessler.  Dan is a retired 
Army NCO and has been a wel-
come addition to the Department 
Staff.  

We are quickly rolling into 
summer meaning The Ameri-
can Legion Buckeye Boys State 
is just around the corner and 
quickly followed by the Depart-
ment Convention in Dayton, 
Ohio.  We are currently waiting 
on our National Convention Del-
egate Count.  Department and 
National Convention informa-
tion has been emailed to your 

Districts and Posts.  If you need 
a copy please go to https://www.
ohiolegion.com/forms/ under 
Conferences and Conventions 
to reserve your room and fi ll out 
or download the post and dis-
trict documents to assign your 
delegates.  If you do not have 
an access to the website, please 
call the department and we will 
forward you the hard copy docu-
ments.  

I am excited for this year’s 
Convention.  We have a great 
slate of speakers that will in-
clude our Department Oratori-
cal Champion, Buckeye Boys 
State Governor, and Department 
Eagle Scout of the year.  This 
year’s Keynote speaker is Mr. 
Jake Clark, the Founder and 
President of Save-A-Warrior.  
Jake is an Army Veteran, dy-
namic speaker, and true vision-
ary when it comes to non-clini-
cal treatment for Post-Traumatic 
Stress.  He has been interviewed 
by national news outlets and his 
organization has been highlight-
ed in a CNN Special Report.  For 
more information see the De-
partment Convention Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.co
mevents/1284343194957038/?a
ctive_tab=discussion)  or You-
Tube https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3m0T6fBBRDs .  We 
also have a contested election for 
2nd Vice Commander and many 
resolutions for the Convention 
to discuss and decide.  Dayton 
is pulling out all the stops for us 
this year.  There will be trips to 
the Air Force Museum at Wright 
Patterson AFB and many events 
at local 3rd District Posts in the 
area.  This is going to be a fun 
convention.  

At the April 2017 Department 
Executive Committee Meeting, 
new membership card turn-in 
policy was approved.  Effective 
1 May 2017, the requirement for 
Posts to return unused member-
ship cards to the Department is 
rescinded.  Posts are authorized 
to dispose of unused member-
ship cards at their discretion.  
Effective 1 May 2017, Posts are 
required to submit their Con-
solidated Post Report (CPR), to 
receive their new membership 
cards.  

You can access the CPRs on 
your MyLegion account.  If you 
require a hard copy please con-
tact the Department Headquar-
ters and we will happily forward 
you the documents.  

.
For God and Country… 

Airborne!

Thomas Simons
Department Adjutant

SIMONS SITREP

Hello everyone.  As of this 
writing there is nothing Of-
fi cial to report concerning a 
Flag Amendment. 

Now that the election is 
somewhat history, hopefully 
we can get on with the most 
important issues of this coun-
try including getting the Flag 
Amendment passed. We need 
to contact our Congress men 
and women to re-introduce a 
Bill in either the U. S. House 
and / or Senate during the 
115th Congress. 

With both House and Senate 
being controlled by the repub-
licans and with a President 

who is in favor of protecting 
the Flag from desecration, this 
is the ideal time.

To look for any additional 
information between now and 
our next publication of the 
Ohio Legion News, go to the 
Citizens Flag Alliance Website 
- citizensfl agalliance.org.

We can be contacted by e-mail:

Robert (Bob) Schmitt:  
pastcmdrbob0001@yahoo.com

or 
Melissa Fowle:
terplady67@yahoo.com

By Department Co-Chairpersons
Robert (Bob) Schmitt and Melissa Fowle
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The Department Execu-
tive Committee meeting held 
April 1st was blessed to have 
in attendance the leading 
candidate for National Com-
mander Denise Rohan from 
the Department of Wisconsin. 
Candidate Rohan graced the 
DEC with a touching story 
of an eight-year-old child she 
had met on the campaign trail 
at an event whose father has 
been deployed so many times 
during his childhood that this 
boy does not miss him when 
he is gone because the child 
has experienced more life 
without him. She used this 
story to tell of the need of 
The American Legion. A need 
greater now than it has ever 
been. 

A resolution was presented 
by District 11 naming 1st Vice 
David Jackson, who passed 
away during his 1st Vice year, 
as an Honorary Department 
Commander of the Depart-
ment of Ohio. A worthy trib-
ute for a person who dedicated 
so much to this organization.

Adjutant Simons provided an 
after-action review of the Mid-
Winter Conference, introduced 
the new Department Book-
keeper Dan Hessler, and spoke 
on the progress of PDC Camp-
bell’s Commander Project.

Department 1st Vice Pleas-
ant then briefed the DEC on 
the successes and failures of 
this year’s Past Department 
Commander Round-Up and 
the Department’s falling short 
of the Commander’s member-
ship goal. He presented sev-
eral resolutions with regards 
to the membership program. 
All resolutions were passed. 
These resolutions made the 
Department DMS Committee 
a sub-committee to the Mem-
bership Committee, Medal 
of Honor recipient Chief Ed-
ward Byers of Grand Rapids 
is having his PUFL member-
ship paid for by Department, 
and two resolutions calling 
for changes to the National 
Constitution and By-Laws 
regarding eligibility require-
ments were approved and 
will be forwarded to National 
Headquarters for review at the 
National Convention in Reno. 
These two resolutions call for 
expansion of the eligibility 
dates for the Panama/Grenada 
Era of eligibility and also the 
Persian Gulf Era.

A policy change was also 
presented by 1st Vice Pleas-
ant from the membership 
Committee requiring the 

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 HIGHLIGHTS
Consolidated Post Reports 
to be turned in as opposed to 
the old, unused, unpaid, and 
blank membership cards. The 
DEC approved.

A restructured Awards Man-
ual for 2018 was presented 
and approved (see Mission: 
Possible for details).

2nd Vice Schmitt then spoke 
on his attendance at the De-
partment tournaments and ac-
tivities. He also spoke on the 
Centennial Committee that he 
has been named as chairper-
son and presented a resolution 
to create said committee. The 
Centennial Committee will 
last until November 11, 2019 
and will oversee the Depart-
ment 100 year celebrations of 
The American Legion.

Parliamentarian Minadeo 
then addressed the DEC con-
cerning Post quorums and the 
need to have quorums high 
enough to allow for members 
outside of the Post Executive 
Boards to object to decisions 
being made as failure to have 
these quorums opens opportu-
nity for fraud and abuse.  

The consolidation of Post 
289 into Post 322 was ap-
proved.

Past Department Com-
mander Bishop then provided 
a detailed and in-depth report 
concerning the Gifts for the 
Yanks program highlighting 
the creation of a sub-commit-
tee designed to approve of the 
gifts that are given to those 
veterans in the homes.

Mary Austin, Chairperson 
of the Employment Commit-
tee then gave a report over 
the “Boots to Business” event 
that was hosted at Department 
Headquarters and put on by 
the Small Business Adminis-
tration.

Legislative Chairperson 
Malcolm Glasgow then gave a 
report concerning Ohio House 
Bill 49 and the proposal to 
change how the funds allo-
cated to the Veteran Service 
Organizations are divided. 
He also spoke on the Depart-
ment Legislative Committee’s 
stance on the “Drug Price 
Relief Act,” which calls for 
Medicare and Medicaid to 
receive the same pricing allo-
cated to the VA. A resolution 
was presented calling for the 
Department of Ohio to pub-
licly and strongly oppose the 
“Drug Price Relief Act.” Res-
olution passed.

There was no other official 
business to come before the 
committee.

the decision of a cau-
cus.  Each delegate 
votes his or her own 
conscience unless 
specific direction is 
given by the Post on 
how to vote each is-
sue. 

Who can be a  
Delegate? Any 
member in good 
standing (defined as 
current dues are paid) 
can be a delegate. 
Some posts have 
stated in their by-laws 
who can be delegates 
and typically those 
are current and past 
officers of the Post. 
Many Posts give the 
right of first choice to 
the current Com-
mander and the new 
Commander and fill 
in with other inter-
ested members. The 
main reason for this 
is to be sure the Post 
gets delegates who 
understand the issues 
and the working of a 
convention; experi-
ence is a big benefit. 
Whoever is nomi-
nated for delegate 
and alternate, the 
body must vote to 
confirm the delegates 

The Department 
Annual Convention is 
coming up July 7-9 in 
Dayton, Ohio, and 
your Post’s voice on 
all matters will be 
vested in the dele-
gates you choose.  

The number you 
are allowed to choose 
is limited by the size 
of your Post as desig-
nated on the Depart-
ment Delegate Chart.  
For instance, a post 
with a membership of 
217 gets 3 delegates. 
So while anyone can 
attend the conven-
tion, and we do want 
to get all of our mem-
bers to the conven-
tion, only the dele-
gates are allowed to 
vote.  

All of the conven-
tion information is 
included in the Con-
vention Call packet 
sent to your Com-
mander and Adjutant 
this past month. In 
that packet are forms 
which must be sent 
to Department detail-
ing your committee 
representatives, dele-
gates, and alternates.  
Your delegates can be 

committee reps and 
vice-versa, but com-
mittee reps do not 
have to be delegates. 
When your delegates 
get to Dayton they 
must register with 
Department person-
nel by 11am on the 
Saturday of the con-
vention or they will 
not be counted as 
official and your Post 
loses a vote. 

The check-in needs 
to be by 11am on 
Saturday so the dele-
gates have time to 
caucus (a meeting of 
delegates) and discuss 
the various issues 
which will come on 
the floor for a vote. 
We normally caucus 
by District.  

The purpose of the 
caucus is to give the 
delegates the chance 
to hear the commit-
tee reports, discuss 
the issues at hand, 
and determine how 
they want to vote on 
the issues.  

CAUTION: while 
all of the delegates 
may vote the same 
way on an issue, no 
delegate is bound to 

Delegates Carry your Voice - RONR p. 602-607 

American Legion Department of Ohio 

Just a Bit of Order  

Recommended        
References 

 Robert’s Rules of Order 
Newly Revised –RONR
(11th Ed)                
(Emblem Sales - ES) 

 Officers Guide (OG)  (ES) 

 Parliamentary Procedure- A 
Matter of Order (ES) 

 RONR In-Brief (local book-
store or internet) 

 Robert’s Rules for Dum-
mies (bookstore or on line) 

VOL 2, ISSUE 3 

Gary A. Minadeo, Parliamentarian 
happy2help@att.net 

440-840-6164 

JANUARY 25, 2017 

unless the Post bylaws 
specifically state other-
wise. 

  Do not forget alter-
nates. Yes, the report you 
send to Department 
should have alternates 
designated so in case the 
primary cannot show, the 
alternate can step in to the 
primary slot.  Without al-
ternates, you will lose your 
vote. 

Delegate Duties. Com-
mit to make the commit-
tee meetings and especially 
the District caucus. Ask 
questions, weigh the is-
sues, and vote for the 
good of the legion. Voting 
at convention is where the 
Blue Caps lead the way!!!  

-See you at convention- 
BE QUOTA! 

and BE ORDERLY! 

How to Submit Photos and Articles to 
The Ohio Legion News

Jason Graven
Editor in Chief

Those of you who submit pictures 
are obviously very proud to show 
off you and your Post’s accomplish-
ments. However, there is a correct 
and incorrect way to submit your 
stories.

DO: submit a “who, what, when, 
where, and why” write-up of the 
event along with Post AND District.

DO NOT: submit more than two 
to three sentences. Space is very 
limited and a lengthy submission 
must be cut down to meet space re-
quirements. While I am a proud Le-
gionnaire, I hate having to cut these 
down as I may inadvertently leave 
out information you would rather 
have included over something else 
in your submission.

DO: submit ONE photo of the 
event

DO NOT: submit more than one 
photo per event. My time is lim-
ited just as much as the space in 
this newsletter and asking me to 
sift through 3 and 4 pictures (and 
some cases entire cd’s) to find one 
to meet your write-up can be very 
time consuming. It also leaves me 
to decide what it is you want the 
Legion family of Ohio to see and 
as in the previous “DO NOT” I do 
not want to choose the photo that 
does not properly show your pride 
in why you made the submission.

DO: provide your write-ups in 
legible handwriting or typed if pos-
sible.

DO NOT: scribble a write-up and 
expect me to decipher.

DO: take the time to send in pho-
tos and articles.

DO NOT: cut photos and articles 
out from other publications and 

submit. There are copyright and 
intellectual property laws that we 
must abide by. Submitting an article 
and picture from another publica-
tion can cause myself, and the Le-
gion, to face plagiarism lawsuits 
that come with very hefty fines.

DO: mail submissions to “Attn: 
Ohio Legion News, 60 Big Run 
Rd, Delaware, OH, 43015” or email 
them to legion@ohiolegion.com 
with the subject line: Ohio Legion 
News submission.

DO NOT: send in random photos 
or emails with no reason as to why I 
am receiving them and expect me to 
guess as to why. We also have photo 
contests for the new Legion Calen-
dar and I don’t want to mistake one 
for the other.

Our next OLN Deadline is July 
28, 2017. I look forward to receiving 
your photos and articles!
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chaplain’s corner
Legion Family,

    The other day I was at a birth-
day party luncheon when a 50-year 
member of The American Legion, 
close friend and one of my men-
tors, Irv Marshall made a statement 
that started me thinking. He said: 
“The trouble with the Legion today 
is, the new members today don’t 
know and many of the older mem-
bers either forgot or don’t give a ---
-that the American Legion is ‘For 
God and Country.’”

Even though we recite the “Pre-
amble” at most official Legion 
meetings, proudly declaring the 
first four words, how many of us 
have thought about them and why 
those founding, WWI veterans de-
cided to begin the Preamble of our 
Constitution with that very direct 
and meaningful phrase. Maybe it 
was because in that day, the vast 
majority of the U.S. population 
was raised to believe a person’s 
priorities in life should be: God, 
Family, Country, in that order.

Remember, the first caucus was 
comprised of members of the 
American Expeditionary Force, 
meeting in Paris only four months 
after the Armistice had been signed. 
Most of these men were battle test-
ed veterans who had witnessed the 
horrors and cruelty that one human 
being could inflict upon another.

Not only had their physical and 
mental stamina been tested and 
pushed to the limit, so had their 
faith. They say: “There are no athe-
ists in a foxhole.” I have never been 
under fire in a foxhole, so I cannot 
attest to whether or not this is true. 
However, I have spent time with 
young soldiers who have been un-
der fire in the equivalent of a fox-
hole in Iraq or Afghanistan. After 
their experiences, they have actu-
ally questioned why a loving God 
would allow such brutality and 

My name is Michael and I was 
in the Air-Force. I am an OEF/
OIF veteran. That is all I wish to 
be known about my service or ca-
reer. That is not what is important 
here, what is important is the sick 
feeling in my stomach. I would 
hope that most everyone listening 
to this statement has at least a frac-
tion of concernment for helping 
our nation’s military during times 
of peace and war. As well as when 
they return and struggle to survive 
in the civilian world. Vietnam vet-
erans, does this sound familiar? 

I will never judge anyone’s pain 
as less than my own and I will 
never doubt that my experiences 
were easier or harder than anyone 
else’s. We can only go based on 
facts when it comes to the bureau-
cratic efforts to support our na-
tion’s veterans. I will not educate 
you on these facts because that’s 
not my place. The number of vet-
erans who are homeless, sick or 
just having a bad day, cannot get 
the care they are entitled to and 
fought for and in some cases died 
for is staggering. 

In November of 2016, I was 
having a bad day. I had lost all 
hope because the organizations I 
was seeking help from (VA, blah 
blah blah) could not provide any 
assistance. A food pantry got me 
through day to day on basics like 

Congress has shown an unwill-
ingness to face the looming debt 
crisis by limiting spending.  When 
they have their backs to the wall 
and must start cutting they will ask 
for the active military, retirees and 
all veterans to do their part first.  I 
know this because the American 
legion was founded 100 years ago 
in response to the neglect of the 
federal government to meet its 
obligations to the returning troops 
with the excuse that there were 
now greater concerns for the good 
of the country and the veterans 
should be willing to pitch in – the 
nerve. It continues today with the 
watering down of the retirement 
package and most recently they 
floated an idea to charge Veter-
ans using their education ben-
efits a $100 per month fee.  Now 
the American Legion is millions 
strong and we cannot let this ne-
glect ever happen again.  The Arti-
cle V Convention of States Project 
is just the big solution for the even 
bigger problem.

If the Congress is unable or un-
willing to arrest the out of control 
spending, limit their reach into the 
business of the states, and to leave 
office after a reasonable period to 
allow for new ideas and fresh rep-
resentation of the people, then the 
states and the people need to take 
back their liberty – peacefully – 
through the amendment process.  

without a rock-solid faith in God, 
based on the foundation of regular 
prayer and worship, I can under-
stand why they could question His 
presence.

Prayer and Worship are two prac-
tices strongly encouraged by The 
American Legion. Enumerated in 
National’s “God and Country Pro-
grams” are “Attend Church Regu-
larly” and “Daily Family Prayer.” 
These are programs, that if not 
communicated to the members, 
go without practice or awareness 
thereof.

Without a foundation based on 
knowledge, our members have no 
understanding of what our organi-
zation actually stands for or does. 
They don’t know about the “Four 
Pillars” upon which this organiza-
tion was founded or all the chari-
table work the Legion Family does. 
Our members remain ignorant of 
the REAL American Legion.

I would encourage Posts to always 
perform the “Initiation Program,” 
found in the Officer’s Manual and 
provide informational/instructional 
material for all new members.

It is also critical that each Post 
have an active Public Relations 
Chairman. The American Legion 
will not survive without recruit-
ment and retention. We can no lon-
ger accomplish the preceding based 
on the presumptions of the past. To 
remain the number one advocate 
and voice of the veteran, we must 
inform veterans and the commu-
nity at large, of our good work and 
the programs in which our Posts are 
involved.

Let us remind every member and 
inform our communities that it is: 
“For God and Country we associate 
ourselves.”

May God Bless,
Dept. Asst. Chaplain Paul

milk and bread. I was ashamed 
but it was what I had to do to 
survive. I almost killed myself 
multiple times. My fiancé was 6 
months pregnant. I had no money, 
no food, no car, nowhere to turn. 
I returned to the VA one last time 
because I was in crisis mode, I 
sought immediate intervention 
because I just could not continue. 
Little did I know this visit would 
change my life, not because of the 
VA, but because of who was visit-
ing that day. A very professional, 
polite lady from the American Le-
gion approached me. Now, being 
28 years old, I had the stereotype 
that the American Legion was full 
of WW2 veterans and members 
of whom I had nothing to give 
to, because that has been my pur-
pose in life, to serve others. I was 
in tears, she welcomed me home 
and started friendly conversation 
and made me feel very comfort-
able. She did not know me nor 
did I know her. She was in the 
middle of a guided tour with VA 
representatives and members of 
the American Legion in Ohio. I 
didn’t feel any less important than 
them. I expected her to say keep 
your head up and carry on with 
her business. Instead, she insisted 
they continue without her and 
wanted to hear my story. At this 
point I was calmed down enough 

The Constitution gives the states 
the ability to check the business 
of Congress.  As a matter of fact 
it is the states that are the fourth 
branch of government in the bal-
ance of power – a fact we used to 
learn in civics class. So how do the 
states use this balancing power?

Our founding fathers provided 
in the Constitution under Article 
V two ways to amend the Consti-
tution.  The first and most promi-
nently known way is for two-
thirds of both houses to propose 
and three-fourths of the states 
must ratify. This has been used 
twenty-seven times with the first 
ten amendments being the Bill of 
Rights in 1791 and the twenty-
seventh (addressing  Senators and 
Representatives compensation) 
being ratified in 1972.  The second 
option is for “an Application of the 
Legislatures of two-thirds of the 
several states” to the Congress, 
to call a Convention for propos-
ing amendments.  Those propos-
als would then go to the state for a 
three-fourths ratification.  This op-
tion has never been used but tried 
many times only failing to meet 
the high bar of two-thirds of the 
states agreeing on the application 
scope. 

This “states” amendment option 
was placed into Article V at the 
last minute as a check on a federal 
government that would simply get 

to communicate. After working 
for several hours with her that 
day, I left her office with hope. I 
left her office looking forward to 
my baby coming and being suc-
cessful in life. 

I was ready to die and because 
Suzette Price had the resources, 
timing and genuine passion and 
care in her heart to directly fight 
the impact that is affecting our 
veterans every day, I got to live. 
I am a success story now in more 
aspects than one in my life. I got 
to feel what it is like to be my 
families hero again. I could go 
into finances and business success 
I have been empowered to do be-
cause of this, but you should hear 
that from me directly. I wouldn’t 
mind an invite next time you want 
to hear my story. 

You don’t cut military spend-
ing by not giving our troops on 
the front-line ammo. Don’t do it 
to our troops fighting our civilian 
front lines helping our veterans. 
These problems that the American 
Legion is directly combating for 
our veterans will only get more 
abundant and more complex as 
time goes, to cut their resources is 
downright unconstitutional. How 
much is my life worth?

 
Respectfully,
Michael Smith

so large as to override the liberties 
of the states and the people. It was 
not a matter of “would” the fed-
eral overreach happen, but rather 
“when” it would happen.  The 
founders understood the nature 
of governments to grow out of 
control as our government today 
with the looming debt, state bud-
gets that are 80% mandated by the 
feds, and elected officials, judges, 
and appointed bureaucrats being 
allowed to stay in office much 
longer than necessary.

The time to act is now.  The Ohio 
Congress is considering joining 
ten other states to ratify the ap-
plication for an Article V Conven-
tion of States to impose fiscal re-
straint on the federal government, 
limit the power and jurisdiction of 
the federal government, and limit 
the terms of office for its officials 
and Members of Congress of the 
Unites States.  

Your mission, if you so choose 
to accept, is to 1) go to https://
www.conventionofstates.com , 
sign the petition, and volunteer, 
then 2) call your state Senator 
and Representative to tell them 
to vote for the Senate Joint Reso-
lution 1 (SJR1) and House Joint 
Resolution 2 (HJR2) an Article V 
Convention of States. 

“Defend the Constitution 
against all enemies foreign and 
domestic”  

VETERANS SHOULD SUPPORT AN ARTICLE V CONVENTION OF STATES
BY GARY A. MINADEO, happy2help@att.net

Post 454 will host the Ohio 
Flags of Honor on July 29-30.  
Opening ceremony is on July 
29th at 10:00 am and is open to 
the public.  

Ohio Flags of Honor Memo-
rial is Ohio’s traveling memo-
rial to the men and women who 
have given their lives in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, and globally in 
the War on Terrorism. There will 
be over 290 Flags of Honor as 
well as an additional 460 tribute 
flags on display.  There will also 

be a program featuring Tribute 
to Troops co-founder and inspi-
rational speaker Rockie Lynne.  
Also attending will be represen-
tatives from Survivor Outreach 
Services and Honor and Re-
member organizations.  

The flag display area will be 
open to the public for silent re-
flection on Saturday, July 29, 
2017 immediately after the 
opening ceremony until 9:00 pm 
and on Sunday, July 30, 2017 
from 7:00 am until 2:00 pm.  

OHIO FLAGS OF HONOR

Photo from ohioflagsofhonor.com



A & G TEST WINNERS

Defience • Fulton • Hancock • Henry • Lucas • Ottawa • Paulding • Putnam • Williams • Wood

DISTRICT 1

Pictured (L-R): Dick Conrad, member of Lybarger-Grimm 
Post 441, Tontogany, OH, Department 2nd Vice Commander 
Robert Schmitt, Medal of Honor Recipient Senior Chief 
Edward Byers, Jim Carter, member of Alva N. Sidle Post 
232, Grand Rapids, OH, and Hank Zaborniak, member of 
Lybarger-Grimm Post 441, Tontogany, OH.
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The Riders of Albert Bowe Post 338 of Bradner 
entertained the veterans of the Sandusky Veteran’s 
Home with bingo on March 18th. Pictured is the “crew” 
of Post 338.

MEDAL OF HONOR

Bert G. Taylor Post 300 Americanism & Government Test 
winners. Pictured (t) are: Hannah Behm, Lydia Schroeder, 
Andrea Braun, Conner Bialorucki, Cole Ward, and  
Charley Bohls.

ALBERT BOWE RIDERS

DISTRICT 2

Allen • Auglaize • Hardin • Henry • Logan • Mercer • Shelby • Van Wert

A packed Post 173 for the Vets to DC Chicken Dinner. Post 382 held Four Chaplain Services at the St. Johns 
Church in Bluffton Ohio Sunday February 5.

CHAPLAIN SERVICESVETS TO DC DINNER AMERICAN FLAG FOLDING

Larry Core and & Thom Craig of Post 382 showing over  
80 fourth graders how to fold the American Flag.

IWO JIMA STATUETTE

Post 173 has finished the setting/foundation for the 
Iwo Jima statuette recently created by the OHHP 
welding & fabrication students.

On Feb 1st Post 323 recognized the 2016 Boys State 
Delegates. Pictured (L-R): Post Adjutant/Past Boys State 
President/Boys State Hall of Famer Mr. Jim Dierenger, 
Austin Smith, Jacob Hollman, Seth Vorhees, William 
Bayhem, Thomas Mele, Jonathon Peterson, Frank Moots, 
Keegan Pietrzak, Nick Barrett, Tyler Ness, Derek Jay, and  
Post Cmdr. Justin Arnold. 

Boys & Girls State Students from the Bluffton High 
School receiving Citizenship Citations. Pictured (L-
R) Chairman Dennis Morrison, Megan Sycks, Trevor 
Bunch, Connor Dawson, Marley Runk, and Principal 
Mike Mannig.

Shelby County Commander Steve Lawrence and Past 
Department Treasurer Chuck Craynon presented cer-
tificates and a monetary award to the county winners 
of the Dept A&G Test. Pictured (L-R) are: (front) Alena 
Tagley, Andrew Blackford, Tom Ballas, Ally Ball, Rachel 
Trudeau, Micah Condon, (back) Craynon and Lawrence. 
Tagle and Trudeau are also Department winners.

BOYS STATE DELEGATES

CITIZENSHIP CITATIONS

A & G TEST WINNERS



DISTRICT 2

Allen • Auglaize • Hardin • Henry • Logan • Mercer • Shelby • Van Wert
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WWII Veteran Dale Huber of Post 382 Laying a Wreath for 
the Dedication of Beaverdam Ohio Veterans Memorial. 
Invocation was given by Alternate National Executive 
Committeeman Robert Klostermeier. 

John Horton was presented a flag that flew over the U.S. 
Capitol and the Statehouse. Russ Strayer (Finance Officer), 
Suzy Tapp-Johnson (Adjutant) and Tim Pierce (Commander) 
are pictured lowering the flag for presentation.

FLAG PRESENTATIONMEMORIAL DEDICATION QUILT CLUB

Post 382 members and women from the Bluffton Scrap 
Artist Quilt Club passed out over 50 quilts and throws to 
Veterans at the Dayton Ohio VA.

DISTRICT 3
Champaign • Clark • Darke • Greene • Miami • Montgomery • Preble

Senior Colin Hurst of Centerville, 
Ohio was given top awards for 
the “Americanism and Govern-
ment Test” this year.  

Post 238 Commander 
Dave Baker (R) 
awards the 2016 
Commander’s Award 
to Dave Merritt.

Post 238 Jim Blanton 
is awarded the Post 
2016 Legionnaire 
of the Year by Post 
Commander Dave 
Baker.

A & G TEST
TOP

AWARDS

The Tipp City Post #586 celebrated its 70th anniversary. A reception 
was held at the Post Home on April 7th to commemorate. Guests 
included three widows of Past Commanders: Lena Heckman, 
Patti Sprecher, and Betty Kessler. Everyone was entertained by 
the One-Man Band, Wayne Hobbs. Seated (L-R) are the three 
Widows of Past Commanders: Lena Heckman, Patti Sprecher and 
Betty Kessler along with Bob Bartley, Del and Dorothy Prater, and 
Karen and Jim Clark. 

70TH ANNIVERSARY POST 238 AWARDS 

The Thundering Third District PDC Roundup trip had great weather and a successful col-
lection. Pictured (L-R): Sgt-at-Arms Mike Blackwell, Chaplain Jim Vaughan, Jean Wilson, 
Past National Executive Committeeman Jerry Wilson, Center, District 1st Vice Commander 
Melissa Fowle, District Commander Robert Weiler, Department Asst. Sgt-at-Arms Dennis 
Dickey, District Finance Officer Joe Law, and District Asst Sgt-at-Arms Betsy Law.

3RD DISTRICT PDC ROUND UP TRIP

Assisting at The American Legion booth for the Military Spouse Career Fair March 8 & 9 
at Wright Patterson AFB. Pictured (L-R): District Commander Robert Weiler, District Asst. 
Sgt-at-Arms Betsy Law, District Finance Officer Joe Law, District 2nd Vice David Jones, 
and Asst. Director for Employment & Education Kaitlin Gray and Dayton Department 
Service Officer Karla Boehm.

MILITARY SPOUSE CAREER FAIR
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50 YEAR MEMBERS
Post 630 Commander 
Paul Collett (left) 
presenting Dean 
Giacometti (right)  
the 50 Year Membership 
Certificate.

Post 630 Commander 
Paul Collett (right) 
presenting Joe 
Rettig (left) the 50 
Year Membership 
Certificate.

DISTRICT 4
Brown • Butler • Clermont • Clinton • Hamilton • Warren

PEARL HARBOR COMMEMORATION
Mt. Carmel Post 72 raises a flag 
flown over the USS Arizona to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of Pearl Harbor. Pictured are: WWII 
POW and Holocaust Survivor 
Post Sgt-at-Arms Lisa MacVittie, 
Post 72 Historian Rick Gumbert, 
Trustees Phil Pfeifer and Jan 
Nickels, and Post 72 Chaplain Renie 
Blankenship. Before raising the 
flag, Tom Maphet read the certificate 
of presentation: “In tribute to the 
more than 2,400 lives lost during 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
national ensign flies continuously 
from a flag pole mounted to the 
battle ship USS Arizona. During the 
hours of darkness, the ensign is 
illuminated.” Members of Post 72 
then unfurled the flag and hoisted 
it up the flagpole, as the USAF’s 
Band of Flight Wright Brass Quintet 
performed the “Star Spangled 
Banner.”

Mason High School is proud to an-
nounce its first state champion in the 
Americanism and Government Test in 
20 years! MHS junior Puran Kansakar is 
one of 18 state winners and has earned 
an all-expenses paid week-long trip to 
Washington, D.C.

Michael T. Fetter, a U.S. Marine and 
Navy veteran of Post 69, graduated 
on May 30, 2016 from Lockland High 
School.

Post 238 Flag Disposal Ceremony. Pictured are Terry 
Dodds, Dow Blanton, Carl Campbell, Dave Cordle,Jr, 
Dave Merritt, Commander Dave Baker.

Hamilton County Council had their annual Law and Order 
Program on February 1st. Pictured (L-R): Law Officer 
Darryn G. Chenault, Firefighter Bradley Baker, Law and 
Order Chairman Patrick Mulvaney, and Guest Speaker 
Hamilton County Judge Leslie Ghiz. 

District 3 Officers present the Bowling Tournament Trophy 
to Piqua Post 184. Pictured (L-R): District Commander Bob 
Weiler, Team Captain Bob Penny, District 2nd Vice Dave 
Jones, and District 1st Vice Melissa Fowle.

TOURNAMENT WINNERS

HONOR FLIGHT

FLAG RETIREMENT

LAW & ORDER PROGRAM

K-9 DONATIONS

FIRST STATE
CHAMPION

VETERAN
GRADUATION

Legion Family of Post 238 donated $1500 towards the 
training and equipping of a K-9 officer and dog. Pictured 
(L-R) are Mechanicsburg Police Officer Black being 
presented a check from Commander Dave Baker with 
Dow Blanton, Jim Herron, Jr, Thad Cushman and Randy 
Roach watching.

Arthur West is greeted by Representative Steve Chabot 
during last September’s Honor Flight from Cincinnati 
to Washington, DC. Arthur is a member of Post 186.

April | May | June 2017
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Past 5th District 
Commander R. Paul 
Brown of Post #535 
has encouraged 
and inspired former 
Buckeye Boys 
State Attendee, 
John Guisinger 
IV, to serve in the 
United States Armed 
Forces. Guisinger, 
fulfilling his dream, 
is a 4th class cadet 
at United States Air 
Force Academy, 
Class of 2020.
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Department Americanism Director Jerry White met with 
state A & G test winner Zoe Rutledge along with members 
of New Washington Post 405. Pictured (back row): 
Commander Jerome Heydinger, Paul Zimmerman, Frank 
Niedermier, Carl Hoffbauer, (front) Zoe Rutledge, Gerry 
White, Charlie Philbrick, and Don Heydinger. 

Post 170 hosted their annual BBS/BGS dinner. Pictured 
(L-R) are: Boys State Trustee Chuck Heller, eight of the 
ten boys sent, and Post Commander Brian Miller.

A & G TEST WINNERBBS/BGS DINNER

Spirit of ‘76 Wellington Post Commander Richard 
Kwiatkowski and 5th District 1st Vice Commander, 
Gilbert “Gil” Cole shows their appreciation during the 
round-up by presenting Post branded coffee mugs and 
special Spirit of ‘76 coins to National Vice Commander, 
Paul Martel; and Department of Ohio Commander Ron 
Chapman. 

Many people, organizations, and businesses helped to 
make the Attica Squadron 260 Gun Raffle a success. 
Over 50 guns and many various other prizes were 
awarded Saturday night. Because of this we are able 
to do many charitable donations and projects for our 
veterans and our community. We even had 14 Legion and 
Son’s members from Attica NY in attendance. Thanks to 
all our helpers and those who support us.

Larry Webb presents a check donated from Legionnaires 
to Gifts for Yanks ($1,000.00) to Chairman, Holly 
Helmick-Sprowl. 

Ashland Post 88 Ronald E. Dull presents a check for 
$13,000 to Rosemarie Donley, Executive Director of 
Associated Charities.

Honoring Army Veteran John Huml with fellow 
care center resident and Marine Veteran, Michael 
Williams with Post 535 Commander Larry Webb;  
Past Post Commander R. Paul Brown; 1st Vice 
Commander Al Beyer; Judge Advocate Harry Welshans; 
and Richland County Joint Veterans Council Chaplain 
Dennis Hempfield.

ROUND-UP

GUN RAFFLE

GIFTS FOR YANKS

VETERANS DONATION

INSPIRATION

EASTER EGG HUNT

HONORING VETERANS

DISTRICT 6
Delaware • Knox • Licking • Madison •

Marion • Morrow • Union

Bingo winner!  Tammy Piper shows the $150 she won at 
the last game of the Johnstown Post 254’s weekly “Friday 
Night Bingo” games.

BINGO WINNER

Post 211, Avon Lake, Honor Guard conducting 
graveside military honors, Saturday, April 1, for  
Korean War U. S. Army Veteran and Post 211 member, 
Richard Popp at Resthaven Memory Gardens.

MILITARY HONORS

Approximately 175 kids attended New Washington Post 
405 Easter egg hunt.



Post 134 honored Boys State delegates at a recent 
banquet. Pictured (L-R) are: Gregg Adams, Garrett 
Mitchell, Matthew Agosta, Justin Boldoser, and Minor.

Post 134 honors young men with the Commander’s 
Football Award. Pictured (L-R) are: Evan Justice, Bowen 
McConahay, Tanner Bowling, and Hunter Hopkins.

FOOTBALL AWARD

DISTRICT 7
Adams • Fayette • Highland • Lawrence Pickaway • Pike • Ross • Scioto

BOYS STATE DELEGATES

A&G WINNERS BOYS STATE DELEGATESINFORMATION DISPLAY

Palmer Roberts Post 214 stand with A&G winners from 
Willoughby South High School. Pictured (L-R) are Sue 
Fratino Auxiliary President Bill Smith Program Manager, 
Amanda Wells, Luke Marino, Shanna Lunar, Douglas 
Burnett, Emma Norton, Sean King, Alea Doronsky, and 
Brent Woerner Commander.

Howland Post 700 has chosen six delegates to attend 
Buckeye Boy State.  Pictured (L-R): Post Commander  
Jim Campbell, delegates Jackson Deemer, David 
Klasovsky, Nathan Spalding, Cameron Sperling, Jack 
Lambert, Kevin Moamis, and Post 1st Vice Commander 
Chuck Sayers.

Howland Post 700’s information display at the 
Howland Rotary Club’s Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday, 
March 18. Pictured (L-R): Chaplain Dave Luther, 
Adjutant Darlene Freer, Past Post Commander Bud 
Luman and Post Historian Roger Stanley.

Unit 134 Auxiliary awarded certificates to 5 of the 13 Girls 
State delegates at a recent banquet. Pictured (L-R): Avery 
DeLong, Byrce Deloing, Kaelean Trapp, Post Coordinator 
Kathleen Hoffman, Rhianna Lucas, and Kathryn McIllory.

GIRLS STATE DELEGATES
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Certificate of 50 Year Continuous Membership being presented to Past Commander of Post 
376 William Gilligan (front left) presented by Commander Jim Friesner (front right). Two 50 
year continuous members not present are Rodney Householder, and Earl Price. Sadly, Earl 
passed away the week of our presentation.

Post 202 Commander David Lofy 
(right) presenting Leland Codding with 
a certificate for 60 continuous year’s 
membership.

WWII members of Post 39 (L-R) John Tucker, 
Jack Lewis, Bill King.

Post 39 Legionnaire of the Year Donald (Eddy) Wahley.

50 YEAR CONTINUOUS

60 YEAR CONTINUOUS WWII MEMBERS

LEGIONNAIRE OF THE YEAR

DISTRICT 9
Ashtabula • Geauga • Lake • Mahoning • Trumbull
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Liam McGee, a Boy Scout in Troop 28 in Howland, has 
for his Eagle Scout project the erection of a Middle 
East Conflicts Memorial at Trumbull Veterans Memorial 
Park in Warren, Ohio. On April 4, 2017, through the 
generous donation received through Howland Post 700 
by Ohio Charities Inc., The America Legion Department 
of Ohio, the Post was privileged to award this donation 
of $1000.00 to this Scout for his Eagle project. Pictured  
(L-R):  Post Commander Jim Campbell, Liam McGee, 
and 1st Vice Commander Chuck Sayers.

On March 14, the Trumbull County Council meeting was 
held at Howland Post 700.  The election for Trumbull 
County Council Officers was held and all the current 
officers were re-elected. Pictured (L-R)are:  Chaplain 
Ralph Cartino, 2nd Vice Clarence Johnson, 1st Vice 
Joe Ball, Commander Stan Gregory, Adjutant Ron Allen 
Currey, and Finance Officer Jack Ranck. 

SCOUT DONATION

ELECTIONS

On March 7, Howland Post 700 was presented with a 
check from the Howland Rotary Club. The donation will 
be used by the Post and the Auxiliary to sponsor one 
young man to Buckeye Boys State and one young woman 
to Girls State. Pictured is Post 700 1st Vice Commander 
Chuck Sayers accepting the check from Howland Rotary 
Club Treasurer Dick Lytle.

Post 247 Participated in an Honors Ceremony at 
Beeghly Oaks Center for Rehabilitation and Healing. 
The personnel at Beeghly are proud of the veterans they 
serve and ask the Post to send representatives each 
quarter when they add residents to their veteran wall 
of honor. Pictured are: Finance Officer Carmen Franko, 
Past Commander Everett Oliver, and Commander Roy 
Oliver with the family members of one of the Honorees.

PRESENTED DONATION HONORS CEREMONY

Howland Post 700 Officers being sworn in by 9th District 
Commander William Dittebrand.  Pictured (L-R): Sgt-at-
Arms Rich Milani, Chaplain Dave Luther, Trustee Smith 
Mealy, 2nd Vice Commander Albert Lambing, Commander 
Jim Campbell, 1st Vice Commander Chuck Sayers, 
Adjutant Darlene Freer, Trustee Ed Daugherty, Finance 
Officer Pat Ginkinger, Post Service Officer Joann Milani, 
and Post Historian Roger Stanley.

OFFICERS SWORN IN

The Willoughby Historical Society donated 140 war era 
books, newspapers, uniforms, and other items to the 
Willoughby Palmer-Roberts Post 214. With help from the 
Commander, Historian, and the Service Officer, all items 
were placed in Post 214’s new library. Post 214 will have 
these items on display and available for use at the post for 
any veteran looking to research Lake County Veterans of 
previous wars. Archives go back to 1776 to Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  Items donated to the American Legion Post 
214. WW1 151st Artillery helmet, WW1 Navy Serviceman’s 
uniform, Army Vietnam era Spc-5 uniform, WW2 Air Force 
Captain Bombers Jacket.

WAR ERA ARTIFACTS

Post 44 - 70 Year Award Presented to Donald O. Gamble by 
Post Commander Brad Teis.

70 YEAR CONTINUOUS

DISTRICT 10
Carrol • Columbiana • Coshocton • Harrison • Holmes • Jefferson • Stark • Tuscarawas • Wayne

Post 34 Legionnaire Al Galbreath receiving his award 
from Post Officers Porky Richards and Ed Long.

VETERANS AWARDS

Post 44 - 60 Year Award Presented to Ralph D. Bitler by 
Post Commander Brad Teis.

60 YEAR CONTINUOUS
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Members of Boy Scout Troop 91 shadow members of Post 
494 to learn how a meeting is put together and presented.

Squadron 290 presented Joshua Dixson Elementary 
Principal Kim Sharshan with an American flag. Pictured 
(L-R) are: Past Post Commander Ken Allcorn, Past SAL 
District Commander Dan Bekar, Principal Sharshan, and 
Legion Post Trustee Ed Holisky.

BOY SCOUTS

FLAG PRESENTATION

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

St. Patrick’s Day was cold but Roger Zembower (left) 
and Jerry Angel (right) of Columbiana Post 290 braved 
the cold to cook 100 pounds of corned beef for the posts 
holiday dinner.

NITE AT THE RACES

PULL TABS

WRESTLING DONATIONMEDALS AWARDED

October through April each year, Post 221 hosts a “Nite at 
the Races” on the first Saturday of the month. The event 
typically brings in an average of 150 guests.

Pull tabs being dropped off at the Akron 
Children’s Hospital. Tabs were collected 
by Posts 549 and 160. Approximately 100 
pounds of tabs were delivered.

Members of Columbiana Post 290 presented a check for 
$1,500.00 to Brian Pearl Columbiana High School assistant 
wrestling coach to be used as needed for traveling and 
new equipment. L to R, Ken Allcorn, Dan Bekar, Brian Pearl 
and Ed Holisky.

After 61 years, Rocco Slvester, center in red sweater, was 
presented with his service medals at a ceremony held 
on Veteran’s Day at Post 221. The Post coordinated with 
the “Serving Area Military Center” and Congressman 
Ranacci’s office in obtaining the medals. 

Veterans Day Ceremony at Edison High School, Richmond, Ohio. Seated (L-R) Jim Peters, 
Bryan Cooley, Steve Spiewak, Don Swickard, Bill Burruss and J.O. Henry(Commander).  
Second Row, Marc Sansone, Jared Smith, Cameron Wadas, Tony Kovalesky, Dani 
Carroll, Lindsey Clifton, Cayden Clifton, Third row, Matt Morrison(Principal), Bill 
Beattie(Superintendent) and Paul Baker.

Post 740 Hosts County Council Meeting at Legion Hall in Richmond, Ohio. Seated (L - R) 
Dan Wilson (Jefferson County Commander), Holly Lewis (Jefferson County Adjutant), J.O. 
Henry (Post 740 Commander).  Seated Second Row (L - R) Steve Spiewak, Jim Peters.  
Standing (L - R) Jack Ernst, Dr. Dave Somerville, Buster Zook, Dave DiCicco, Ralph Proffitt, 
Danny Vojvodich, Ed Hashbarger,and  Bill Burruss.

VETERANS DAY CEREMONYCOUNTY COUNCIL MEETING

Carrol • Columbiana • Coshocton • Harrison • Holmes • Jefferson • Stark • Tuscarawas • Wayne
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Some of the 18 Post Officers 
accepting their Post Quota 
Awards at the District 10 
Midwinter Conference. Special 
thanks to all of them!

POST QUOTA 
AWARDS

WREATH
CEREMONY

March 29 Wreath Ceremony at 
the Ohio Veterans’ Memorial 
Park in Clinton, Ohio honoring 
the 44th Anniversary of the last 
U.S. combat troops withdrawal 
from Vietnam. Pictured (L-R): 
Post 44 Honor Guard Richard 
Biedenbach, Jack Barnes.

TOYS FOR TOTS

Post 525 Commander Dirk Harkins presents a Certificate 
of Appreciation to Lexie Leach, a junior member of 
Adena’s Auxiliary Unit.  Lexie has collected over $100.00 
each of the last four years for the Post’s annual Toys for 
Tots program.  Also pictured is Mark Anderson, Toys for 
Tots coordinator and Lexie’s grandfather.

NATIONAL GUARD 
HONORED

TRACK MEET

McConnelsville Post 24 honored local 
National Guard deploying overseas on 
April 1st. Post 71 and Post 750 were 
Honor Guards as the five buses passed 
through town square. The troops 
passed under an arch of two ladders of 
fire trucks and displaying an American 
flag between the ladders. One fire 
truck belongs to McConnelsville Fire 
Department and the other belongs to 
Finley Fire Department.

Post 159 raised the flag at the St. Clairsville High School 
track meet. Raising the flag is Commander Joe Barker 
with Larry Barnes, Al Hanson, and George Lucas. Photo 
taken by Auxiliary member Cheryl Barnes.

Post 159 St. Clairsville, Ohio 
members and guests celebrate 
“Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans” with a ceremony and a 
luncheon on March 30th.

DISTRICT 11
Belmont • Guernsey • Monroe • Morgan • Muskingum • Noble • Washington

WELCOME
HOME  

CEREMONY

BUCKEYE BOYS STATE
Zanesville Post 29 will be sending seven local 
teens to Buckeye Boys State. The program 
teaches participants about government in a 
mock local and federal government structure. 
Pictured (L-R front) are: Legion Commander 
Mike Watts, Robert Bruce, First Vice 
Commander Larry Wheeler, Dakota Wheeler, 
Zanesville Social Studies Teacher Christopher 
Miller and Shahjahan Lahuti (L-R back) Logan 
Miller, Tyler Tompkins, Christian Fleegle, 
William Jerrells, and Sons of the American 
Legion Representative Jerry Clark.
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70 YEARS CONTINUOUS VETERANS HONORSLAW & ORDER AWARDS

A & G TEST WINNERS A & G TEST WINNERS

Paul Schuller receives a certificate from Westerville 
Post 171’s Service Officer Tim Dickerson for 70 years 
of continuous membership. Schuller, 92, was Post 
Commander three times. 

Mike Etling shows a certificate honoring his brother, 
Gary Etling, a Westerville Post 171 member who lives in 
Hawaii. The U.S. Army awarded the certificate to Gary’s 
grandson for piloting an unmanned aircraft on an anti-
terrorist mission; he dedicated the certificate and an 
accompanying flag to Gary, his grandfather, in honor of 
Gary’s military service. The objects are framed and, with 
members’ consent, now hang in our post.

On Saturday, April 15th, Post 532 held its annual Law 
and Order Ceremony. It is given to honor exemplary 
individuals in the law enforcement community of Central 
Ohio. This year, twelve such individuals were recognized, 
and each was awarded a trophy, an American Legion 
Medal of Merit, and a personal commendation from Ohio 
Representative Jim Hughes. One of those recognized 
was the 2016 Reynoldsburg Police Officer of the Year, 
Patrol Officer Kyle Williams, nominated by Post 798. 
Pictured with Patrol Officer Williams is his wife Katie.

Young-Budd Post 171 in Westerville recognized its 2016 Americanism and Government test 
winners at its February business meeting. Pictured are this year’s winners (L-R): Senior 
John Whitesmith (Westerville North H. S.) - 12th District winner, Junior Jordyn Kneice 
(Westerville North H.S.), Senior Morgan Perryman (Westerville North H.S.) - 12th District 
winner, Sophomore She’ Terria Sparks (Westerville Central H.S.), Junior Trent McFarland 
(Westerville North H.S.), and Sophomore Cooper Garrett (Westerville Central H.S.). Also 
pictured is Post 171 A&G Chairman Dr. William Glen Golden.

The 12th District Council recognized its 2016 Americanism and Government test winners 
at its March 12, 2017 Spring Conference meeting at Bexley Post 430. Pictured above are 
12th District Commander Jeff Shipley, Past 12th District Commander Tim Shigley, and 12th 
District Americanism Chairman Tom Poulton. The 12th District A&G Test winners pictured 
are Andrew Taylor (Hilliard Davidson H.S.), John Whitesmith (Westerville North H.S.) and 
Faith Sanchez (Hilliard Davidson H.S.). A&G Test winners not present were Zakaric Hussein 
(Hilliard Davidson H.S.), Katherine Lybbertt (Hilliard Davidson H.S.), and Morgan Perryman 
(Westerville North H.S.). 

BOYS STATE ORIENTATION SPRING EXPO

Boys State orientation at Post 52 in Bellaire, Ohio Pictured (L-R): Post 52 Adjutant Bill 
Wilson, Belmont County Council Commander John Ciesielka, Boys State Staff: Andrew 
McAninch, Shavarr Price, Mason Ramsay, and Dan Favreau, Post 632 Commander Butch 
Meager, Post 632 Adjutant Chad Balwanz, Post 52 Boys State Chairman Dick Johnson, and 
Post 52 Commander Freddie Hocker. Absent is Chase Yoho.

DISTRICT 12
Franklin

Members of Post 159 in St. Clairsville Ohio spend two days at the spring expo informing 
and serving veterans in the local area. Members are Adjutant Rick Johnson, Betty Perkins, 
Auxiliary member Cheryl Barnes, Commander Joe Barker, Auxiliary member Virginia 
Wilson and Larry Barnes. Not pictured are Gene Kieffer, Marty Martin and Bud Matko. 
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ORATORICAL CHAMPION

2017 Oratorical Champion 
Renee Betterson from 
Berea.

Renee Betterson and Rishi Narahari congratulate 
each other after their presentations.

Commander Post 385 Joe Croin received a plaque 
honoring 100% membership at the 13th District 
Council meeting on February 1st at Post 738.

MEMBERSHIP QUOTA4 CHAPLAINS

A & G TEST WINNERS

Post 572 hosted service for the 4 Chaplains 
on February 5th. Pictured are Commander 
Dave Donaldson (at podium) and Tim 
Leahy addressing those in attendance with 
a brief history of the event. 

District 13 Commander Donaldson with A&G Test winners. Pictured (L-R): Satya Nayagan, 
Benjamin Meredyk, Commander Donaldson, Ian Bell, Lauren Gregory, Andrea Sheetz.

St Augustine signing choir provides the entertainment at the 13th District American Legion 
Birthday Celebration.

LEGION BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

April | May | June  2017
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Nordonia Hills Post #801 conducted their annual 
Americanism and Government Test at Nordonia High 
School. Pictured (L-R): Program Chairman J.C. Sullivan, 
and student winners Kayla Vasarhelyi, Megan Ryan, Daniel 
Bobay, Michael Kerosky and Daniel Liszka, and Nordonia 
High School Principal Casey Wright and Auxiliary Unit 801 
President Darlene Pristash. Not pictured is student Austin 
Babb. This was the 5th consecutive year the program has 
been conducted by Post 801 since being revived by Past 
Commander Sullivan.

Nordonia Hills Post 801 
is planning a dedication 
of the above memo-
rial along with three 
flag poles and plaza 
(phase one of three) this 
coming Memorial Day. 
The Veterans Memorial 
Park is located on Rt. 
82 in Macedonia, Ohio. 
A drawing of the entire 
park project along with 
donation forms may be 
found at our web site:  
www.nordoniahillsveter-
ansmemorialpark.com.

MEMORIAL DEDICATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS
Ashley Gorbulja, commander of 
Post 808, has been chosen to 
receive the U.S. Army Women’s 
Foundation Legacy Scholarship 
for the third consecutive year. She 
accepted on March 8th at the U.S. 
Capitol Building in Washington, 
D.C. She serves in the Ohio 
National Guard, 583rdMilitary Police 
Company, works as a Veteran’s 
Initiative Program Assistant at 
Cuyahoga Community College, and 
is a VA Work-Study student and 
peer advisor for veteran’s education 
in U of Akron’s Military Services 
Center.

A & G TEST WINNERS

PTSD AWARENESS 
MARCH

On Saturday April 15, a group of 25 people 
from Post 449, marched 11 miles to 
Wadsworth Post 170 to raise awareness 
of PTSD. We were able to raise over $1000 
thru t-shirt sales and donations. The 
donation will be given to an organization 
named Hometown Battles, a nonprofit 
that helps veterans with needs.



 PAGE 16 April | May | June 2017

• We oppose the ballot issue 
that will appear before Ohio 
voters in November 2017, 
which would prohibit the state 
from entering into contracts 
to purchase prescription drugs 
unless the prices are the same 
or lower than the special dis-
counts provided to the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) and our nation’s veterans. 

• This fl awed and unwork-
able proposal could actually in-
crease prescription drug costs 
and reduce prescription drug 
availability for veterans, all 
while costing taxpayers mil-
lions more in state bureaucracy, 
red tape and lawsuits. 

• We urge Ohio voters to 
   VOTE NO.

On 1 April 2017, The Depart-
ment of Ohio Executive Com-
mittee passed Resolution No. 
17-09, Ohio Drug Price Relief 
Act, which stated the following 
in the resolve clause:

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio 
in Department Executive Com-
mittee session on April 1, 2017, 
strongly and publicly oppose 
the passing of the ballot initia-
tive to prevent the passing of the 
The Ohio Drug Price Relief Act; 
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department Ex-
ecutive Committee be kept in-
formed and be given consent of 
any publicity, good or bad, that 

may arise as a result of the op-
position to this ballot initiative. 

To date, there have been com-
mercial tapings of veterans who 
have agreed to go public on be-
half of opposing the issue and 
these will be made public in the 
near future.  Media in support of 
those who are proponents, with 
some being veterans, will also 
be made public.  If you are ques-
tioned by any news media re-
garding the issue, please direct 
all correspondence to Depart-
ment Headquarters to the Ad-
jutant, Thomas Simons or De-
partment Commanders Chap-
man, Pleasant, and Schmitt at 
740-362-7478 or email legion@
ohiolegion.com.

I n November 2017, Ohioans will be asked to vote on a 
flawed, deceptive ballot issue that could raise prescription 
drug prices and limit access to needed medications for 
military veterans.  It's bad for veterans and bad for 

taxpayers.  Veterans' organizations should oppose it. 

Under federal law, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) receives discounted pricing on prescription medication 
from drug manufacturers.  The ballot issue, put forth by a 
controversial California activist, proposes a new law that calls 
for the state of Ohio to pay no more for prescription 
medications than the lowest price paid by the VA.  The 
proposed law would apply to programs that serve public 
retirees and state workers, Medicaid beneficiaries, injured 
workers, prisoners, patients in state university hospitals, and 
others.  It does not apply to the majority of Ohioans with private 
health coverage. 

Experts have concluded this proposal is unworkable and 
cannot be implemented.  An almost identical version of the 
proposal appeared on the November 2016 California ballot as 
Proposition 61, and was defeated.  More than 30 veterans 
groups in California were among 200 opposing organizations, 
including doctors, business, labor and patient groups. Every 
major newspaper opposed Prop. 61.  
 
Impossible to Implement 

The VA is not required to disclose how much it pays for 
medications.  That means state entities would not know what 
benchmark to meet.  But if Ohio voters approve the ballot issue, 
state officials would be legally required to implement the new 
law, forcing them to challenge the VA for information and taking 
up resources both the state and the VA could put to better use.   

How much the VA pays for any particular drug is a moving 
target.  In addition to specified percentage discounts, the VA 
frequently gets additional rebates from drug manufacturers, 
credit for volume purchases and other deals.  These change 
periodically and are not disclosed by either the VA or the 
manufacturers.   

 
The VA Says the Misleading Rx Proposal Will Raise 
Costs for Veterans 

The VA itself said in a 2016 issue briefing that these additional 
discounts are likely to be eliminated by pharmaceutical 
manufacturers if VA pricing is extended to other entities like 
state governments.  The briefing estimates an increase in VA 
prescription drug costs of $3.8 billion a year, if the proposal is 
voted into state law. 

The US General Accountability Office (GAO) has on several 
occasions examined the issue of extending VA discounts to 

other programs and warned that a mandatory extension could 
undermine the VA’s ability to obtain favorable pricing for drugs 
and the limit the availability of some medications to the VA.  In 
2000, the GAO advised against including Medicare in the VA's 
pricing structure for this reason. 
 
Military Families are Already Paying More 

Already, veterans in Ohio and across the country are seeing 
rising costs.  As part of the 2016 National Defense 
Authorization Act, Congress voted to increase co-pays that 
military retirees and dependents of active duty military pay out 
of pocket by 25%.   If the ballot measure passes and VA and 
DOD drug costs go up, we can expect added pressure to 
increase prescription drug co-pays that veterans, military 
retirees and dependents of active duty military have to pay out 
of pocket.  That would affect more than 866,000 veterans, 
active duty military, and military retirees residing in Ohio, plus 
21 million veterans nationwide who have served our country. 
Alternatively, the VA and DOD could deal with higher drug 
costs by deciding to omit certain drugs from their formularies – 
limiting veterans, military personnel, and retiree access to 
needed medications.  
  
There's No Benefit for Ohio Taxpayers 
Medicaid and other state entities already use percentage 
discounts and rebates when purchasing medication.  Should 
voters approve the ballot proposal, these existing contracts 
would cease, with unknown costs and complications for Ohio 
taxpayers. The administrative costs of trying to implement an 
unworkable law would fall on Ohio programs that serve 
vulnerable populations such as people who are 
developmentally disabled, people with mental illness, newborn 
infants, injured workers, the elderly and other Ohioans.   
 
The VA's Program is Designed for Veterans  
The Veterans Healthcare Act enables the VA to provide 
medical care including prescription medications to our nation's 
military veterans in recognition of their service.  The discounts 
mandated in the Act were never intended to be extended to 
states.  The program is also designed to meet the needs of the 
military population and the drugs included reflect that.   
 
To learn more, and get involved in the campaign to 
fight this harmful ballot measure, please contact 
Mitch Given at 614-352-8333 or 
Mitch@MitchGiven.com. 

We Oppose the Deceptive Drug 
Purchase Ballot Issue In Ohio

Centennial Celebration Of  
The American Legion

By Robert Schmitt
Department 
2nd Vice Commander

At the April 1, 2017 D.E.C. 
meeting Resolution 

As your Department 2nd 
Vice Commander I have been 
charged with setting up an Ad 
Hoc committee for the De-
partment of Ohio which will 
include all District 2nd vice 
Commanders. We are calling 
on each District Commander 
to assemble a Centennial Com-
mittee in each District to work 
on the   This Celebration will 
start at the 100th National Con-
vention in Minneapolis, MN 
August 24 – 30, 2018 and will 
continue through 2018 and 
2019 until Veterans Day No-
vember 11, 2019.

The American Legion is ask-
ing all of us to be part of this 
Celebration and we can do that 
by following the information 
that I and the Committee will 
be providing.  To start out each 
Post, County Council and Dis-
trict also needs to form com-
mittees and start by gathering 
the History and recording that 
history on the National Web-
site, www.centennial.legion.org. 
There are two publications that 
can be downloaded from Na-
tional, they are the “Centennial 
Celebration Workbook” shown 
on below and “The Legacy & 
Vision” also shown on the be-

low. The Workbook helps you 
to organize your history and 
the Legacy & Vision will help 
you understand the website for 
posting your history. When you 
go on the Centennial website 
and “click” on “Post Index” 
then “click” on “Ohio”, if you 
do not see your Post there then 
you have to create the Post.  To 
do this you will need to login 
with your e-mail address and 
establish a password.  You can 
also create a District or County 
Council History the same way. 

Many of our WWI Posts should 
really take advantage of this 
time, many will be Celebrating 
their 100th Anniversary also.  
We all need to do everything that 
we can to let the whole world 
know that we are the largest 
War Time Veterans Organiza-
tion and we are still serving our 
veterans and our communities, 
state and Nation.  We will never 
have this opportunity again, so 
let’s do it right.  There will be 
more in the weeks and months 
ahead as the Committee gets 
established. Commanders and 
1st Vice Commanders, most of 
you will be through the Chairs 
but your help is also needed be-
cause this Event is bigger than 
any one person.  It will take all 
of us to make this Celebration 
to be talked about at the 200th 
year Celebration.  You can con-
tact me at 2ndVice@ohiolegion.
com.  Thank you and be safe and 
healthy.
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2 CLEVELAND
Lloyd A Kibler
3 FINDLAY
Ralph E Bash
Harry G Baughman
Gary L Businger
Reynaldo R Gonzales
Lawrence W Kring
Carl D Ramey
Vincent M Reza
John E Wisner
6 SPRINGFIELD
John E Richard
Willard Sodders
7 WICKLIFFE
Terence J Coates
Jim Mastrangelo
Victor A Mezacapa
Walter D Sherman
John G Sprock
Frank A Urankar
8 WELLINGTON
Jerry S Franklin
Shirley C Kiner
J. C Lawson
James A Mott
James A Starkey
10 EDGERTON
Harlan J Poole
11 LANCASTER
Richard R Babcock
Charles L Pendleton
August R Rausch
Harold R Schorr
Lauren W Shull
12 ELYRIA
Richard A Daidone
William E Davis
Stephan N Docs
John D Eischen
Henry E Engler
Robert T Forthofer
Harold J Foster
William E Kilfoyle
Russell E Sargent
Tillis R Spaulding
Arthur F Swart
A. D Turner
Edward W Webber
14 BAINBRIDGE
Fred L Baird
Charles O Smith
15 POLAND
Richard L Ayers
Edward J Ferenchak
William E O’Hara
16 MANSFIELD
Ira C Albin
J. H Hunter
Keith L Miller
Marvin R Wetzel
Edwin L Woogerd
17 GIBSONBURG
Dale L Balsizer
18 TOLEDO
Stanley J Grove
19 AKRON
Michael L Blair
Richard E Hartman

21 ATHENS
Mark B Mehr
Richard E Nisley
23 PORTSMOUTH
Alfred L Banister
Earl J Crabtree
Kenneth R Hodge
James H Jarvis
Elmer Kamer
Glen Kizer
Charles M Lute
Harold L Mains
Joseph Morrow
Howard E Pherson
James D Scott
Jason Shope
Arthur Sparks
David N Stump
24 MC CONNELSVILLE
Bill P Bond
William M Clemens
Calvin E Hall
William C Harman
Kenneth Veyon
25 WASHINGTON C.H.
Paul E Hurtt
Jerry D Phillips
27 GALLIPOLIS
James A Barcus
Carl S Cheney
Orville C Taylor
29 ZANESVILLE
Norman S Allen
Rick Beaver
John G Boughner
Charles G Daniels
James W Lewis
Larry L Miller
Tom Morehouse
George A Snyder
William H Todd
Wilson E Walters
George E Wright
30 LORAIN
Rudy Harsar
Robert L Hester
Dora M Killen
Steven P Vlha
33 STEUBENVILLE
Harry L Bucy
Paul E Orr
37 CINCINNATI
James A Matson
38 MARTINS FERRY
John E Billingsley
Angelo J Kakos
Chuck Williamson
39 POMEROY
Carl E Will
41 NORWALK
Thomas J Beatty
Thomas J Mockler
43 TROY
Richard J Graef
Richard A Herron
44 CANTON
Daniel Gallagher
Johnnie W Jones
Harvey W Zaiser
49 WILMINGTON
Thomas D Horney
James W Mandrell
Maynard E Moore
David G Patton
J. W Pendell
Bobby W Poston
51 HUBBARD
Gordon E Tobey
52 BELLAIRE
Ralph J Hadley
56 SALEM 
Frank J Sanchez
62 CHILLICOTHE
Donald C Fetrow

Randy A Manion
63 OTTAWA
James Laubenthal
64 MARIETTA
W. Wayne Amick
Virgil E Archer
James J Arnold
Robert F Bann
Larry S Dailey
Billy E Farnsworth
Clyde D Grub
Timothy B Harris
Warren C Johnson
James W Leister
Tom Whittekind
65 COSHOCTON
Jerry W Bebout
Robert M Carpenter
James E Hunt
67 SHREVE
Ivan Kitchen
68 WOOSTER
William C Hissner
69 READING
Harry T Bode
Irvin Lehrner
John A Silezin
70 WELLSVILLE
William M Boyce
Michael L Kelley
Donald Murvine
71 ROSEVILLE
Roy Sands
72  MT CARMEL
Raymond A Doerr
Allen H Hoeweler
Joseph B Olding
Norman W Root
Raymond C Vilvens
73 FOSTORIA
Carl C Bodart
Jesse Johnson
76 SEBRING
John Deangel
78 LOGAN
Dana E Bookman
Donald P Moore
Jack G Wilkins
79 MARYSVILLE
Curtis E Borror
Richard A Bowersmith
Leroy Ellis
Eric McKinley
81 JACKSON
William E Erwin
83 SANDUSKY
Paul G Allen
David K Bloomfi eld
Leo J Burke
Jerry R Chevillot
Johnnie S Ellington
Carl C Ford
David P Friebis
Donald J Huntley
Sol Z Josen
Howard G Kearney
James L Mears
Sheldon N Smetzer
Harold E Smith
Carol E Stover
Lester W Swaney
Jose Villalon
Billy E Wolf
84 CAMBRIDGE
Patrick L Craig
Donald E Holdren
John W Wimer
85 NEWARK
Perry L Anderson
John A Arensberg
Andrew H Baker
Larry P Hoover
Keith J Hutchinson
Wilbur D Jenkins

Donald W Stutesman
86 TORONTO
John R Fithen
Russell T Hodgkiss
Joseph H Lewis
87 WOODSFIELD
Chester E Schafer
Ronald P Turner
88 ASHLAND
Donald E Blum
James R Daubenspeck
Theodore W Jacobs
Carl E McDonald
90 BETHESDA
David D Pyle
91 BEREA
Howard W Emerick
Wayne B Haire
John E Maphis
Robert L Robinson
92 UTICA
Jack Cummons
95 XENIA
John F Alexander
William P Kindred
Homer J Massey
96 LIMA
Robert N Beeler
Cary C Childs
Fred Davis
James E Fetter
Maynard L Leist
Gene A Mitchell
Lyman E Squires
Don Stockton
97 CARDINGTON
Omar W Sutherland
99 TOLEDO
Rolland J DeJong
101 LA RUE
Paul W Sager
103 ASTABULA
Donald A Bartone
Clayton J Harley
Dean F Hodge
Dale Schossler
Richard J Simpson
Richard N Triozzi
Gordon E VanAllen
105 LONDON
Stephen R Bennett
107 PATASKALA
Allen D Scott
110 TOLEDO
Richard H Carl
112 MADISON
Joseph M Gudlin
John D Sample
Mitchell A Vrana
Francis D Walters
113 PORT CLINTON
John W Flood
Barry W Payne
Richard C Smith
114 OAK HARBOR
Roy A Winterfi eld
115 DELAWARE
Max V Bargar
Joseph J DiGenova
James R Jackson
John R Rutherford
116 BYESVILLE
James S Bench
117 DEFIANCE
Willie Patrick
118 AMHERST
Jay Brove
Ronald A Loterbaugh
David E Moore
Robert Pippert
120 URBANA
Dewie Salyer
121 FREMONT
Leroy W Abbott

Ronald L Allan
Pauline M Eberly
Walter F Harkness
Marven A Meyer
Kenneth R Ohms
Gordon Saam
Charles J Serfozo
William E Shaffer
Robert W Thomas
122 CLYDE
William B Jones
123 NORWOOD
Harry J Lefker
124 GENEVA
Richard Pruden
Floyd B Starkey
128 MIDDLEPORT
Max L Boring
129 HILLSBORO
Fredrick J Vlaskamp
131 LEETONIA
William J Colbert
Mike Cross
James Kennedy
Robert F Warren
133 LIMA
Philip S Meeks
134 CIRCLEVILLE
William A Hoffman
Robert E Morgan
Laurence E Priest
William C Rankin
Gary Roush
Ned R Young
135 TOLEDO
Ernest C Bollinger
138 MT. VERNON
Howard H Cohen
George W Thome
Danny L Wilkerson
Dennis E Witham
139 NEW PHILADELPHIA
Kenneth A Dietrich
Paul H Graff
Louis J Tornabene
140 GREENVILLE
Richard A Burch
Samuel Hoefl ich
Paul Kochersperger
Donald E Newbauer
Daniel C Nisonger
142 WAVERLY
Ralph J Brewster
Michael W Carrier
Jacob T Kalfs
Ella M Newman
James E Skidmore
144 COLUMBUS
Robert L Adams
Martin E Finta
William R Frush
James B Genesky
Jerry A Hacker
John W Martin
Harold W McCall
Roger L Slone
Billy E Smith
147 APPLE CREEK
Charles F Yates
148 ST. PARIS
Frank W Pyle
149 FRANKLIN
Heuland Gambill
151 CONNEAUT
Robert J Burcham
Robert N College
William A McDonald
Thomas J Smith
159 ST. CLAIRSVILLE
Jean J Leonard
James Raies
William N Weekley
160 BREWSTER
Daniel N Alexander

TAPSApril | May | June 2017

TAPS
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161 VINTON
George W Twyman
164 GROVE CITY
Dale W Huss
Robert E Miller
Charles W Reynolds
Raymond E Ruoff
165 MIAMISBURG
Lloyd C Adams
Phillip L Arnett
James M Ducceschi
Donald L Ferguson
Sidney Hagan
Edward B Long
Harold McQueen
Wells M Preston
Alfred E Sherer
166 ALLIANCE
James Baxter
Mike G Cindia
Robert L Jenkins
Melvin R Virden
168 BARNESVILLE
James S Jefferis
Jerry E Lindner
169 TIFFIN
Robert Hall
Francis C Reiter
170 WADSWORTH
Dale R Basler
John K Martin
Frank J Scheid
171 WESTERVILLE
Daryl Batemen
Marvin Mullins
Donald Sexton
Robert A Stevens
172 MILLER CITY
Melvin M Wagner
173 BELLEFONTAINE
Phyllip Newman
Richard H Ortli
Gene L Shuttleworth
Larry J Signs
175 STOW
Richard McClain
Phillip G Thompson
177 CANFIELD
Leonard J Gagliardi
William S Pitzer
Harold D Reed
178 VAN WERT
Elmer Adams
Darrell A Debbe
Lester Fisher
Luther Friesner
Frederick H Germann
Gary Hartman
Paul B Hoverman
Ricky D Stemen
179 BLANCHESTER
Vernon Blankenship
Herbert C Dunkmann
Lawrence R Rich
William F Swinderman
180 GEORGETOWN
William J Hartman
Marvin G Mason
Robert E McKinney
F. J Schluttenhofer
Jack F Snider
181 BUCYRUS
Kenneth C Fegley
Regis R Jones
Boyd E Long
Don Powers
Lynn R Shull
183 PEMBERVILLE
Leonard J Kranz
Melvin Nissen
184 PIQUA
John Caven
Robert L Mikolajewski
185 ADA

Ronald Roll
186 LEBANON
Warren McMichael
Harry D Semple
Warren Wilder
188 NEW LEXINGTON
Donald R Finck
Earl Hendricks
191 SPENCERVILLE
Larry E Boyer
Chester W Gast
192 MILLERSBURG
Gerald W McBride
194 MASON
William G Elliott
James A Quinn
199 HARRISON
Paul J Belanger
Ambrose A Bender
Harvey L Bond
Rosevelt Cooperwood
Donald H Galloway
William O Harrison
James A Lewis
Jimmie J McGuire
Robert N Mendenhall
Alton E Stine
200 HUBER HEIGHTS
Harold W Adams
Donald L Keebaugh
Clair W Ritchey
201 WEST JEFFERSON
Lewis M Cox
Philip J Kelley
Robert G Rule
202 MEDINA
Paul B Bohley
Donald E Williams
204 CANTON
Howard Robinson
205 DOVER
Jack W Haas
Clifford J Haglock
208 CONVOY
Donald E Hoover
209 AKRON
Calvan Millhouse
William J Wilsterman
210 CELINA
Rudolph J Kuhbander
Eugene O Linn
Robert  Moothart
Roger L Wilson
211 AVON LAKE
Randy L Beachnau
Dennis L Bradley
Lawrence J Calabrese
Ronald C Ferguson
Alfred P Hamel
James R Harmon
Richard R Kessel
Andrew E Liptak
Joseph R Marano
Vincent E Moorman
John T Murphy
Richard D Popp
William Root
Leonard T Schmotzer
Frank W Wedell
214 WILLOUGHBY
Clint Blazek
Pierre A Chaloux
Frank Fraczek
Leon F Heidinger
Roy A Johnston
Robert D Meil
217 SIDNEY
Joseph L Chester
Thomas L Clay
Charles R Gilkeson
Ralph A Granger
Dale B Harlamert
218 MIDDLETOWN
Warren Pence

Victor H Thomas
Mark W Wall
219 SULLIVAN
Howard R Hartong
220 CANAL WINCHESTER 
Joseph C Hendrix
221 MASSILLON
William D Schreckengost
222 CROOKSVILLE
Thomas Gossman
225 UPPER SANDUSKY
Thomas E Menningen
228 POWHATAN POINT
Brady Baker
Paul R Howell
232 GRAND RAPIDS
Mary H Bucher
Albert M Urban
234 BRUNSWICK
Vernon V Green
Ruben J Lemons
Jeffrey M Owen
Keith E Steinman
236 NEWTON FALLS
William D Perrine
James B Thomas
Ronald J Widowfield
237 BATAVIA
Richard C Jamieson
238 MECHANICSBURG
Terry L Green
239 WORTHINGTON
Richard S Mumford
Robert E Windland
240 LUCKEY
Marvin A Koczorowski
Daniel Ray
241 NEW BREMEN
Lowell J Francis
William S Jackson
Vernon W Maurer
243 GALION
George J Heider
Donald P Heskett
Raymond D Hull
Allan D Sargel
244 EAST SPARTA
Alvin L Butler
James E Cumpston
245 NEW MADISON
Kristopher W Henderson
247 LOWELLVILLE
Phillip Alfano
248 PLAIN CITY
Owen W Miller
250 SYCAMORE
Lindell  Brown
David L Granata
Tom Moler
253 ANTWERP
Larry Grant
254 JOHNSTOWN
Allen Broadbent
William C Fleig
Howard A Hartley
Willis H Suver
255 TALLMADGE
Raymond M Jurkowski
256 LOVELAND
Philip W Stevens
262 HAMLER
Harold Brubaker
Clifford Simon
265 WAUSEON
Roger A Harmon
Robert C Leach
Robert J Tefft
268 DELPHOS
Tom Miller
272 AKRON
Walter M Corbin
John Moran
Woodrow Wyche

275 LISBON
William R Burnip
279 ELMORE
Edgar Weis
281 CUYAHOGA FALLS
Julia A Benjamin
Ralph E Burris
Terry M Davis
Rudolph A Difrangia
Donald J Gault
Robert W Hinkel
Richard S Kline
Donald E Moore
Fred L Osterhout
John B Parrish
Robert G Runkle
283 PICKERINGTON
Donald T Boyd
James W McLean
Frank J Monebrake
Ronald A Raymer
Stephen L Smith
284 BRYAN
Dale D Beal
Feroen J Betts
Paul B Lloyd
286 NEW CARISLE
Thomas G Evans
287 LEIPSIC
Gerald O Inkrott
290 COLUMBIANA
John I Daugherty
Richard E Delauter
291 KINGSTON
Harold Holdren
292 NEW LONDON
Douglas Knudsen
295 GREEN SPRINGS
John H McConnell
297 PAYNE
Robert Wannemacher
Donald Zimmerman
300 NAPOLEON
John S Burke
Timothy C Connolly
Lester J Joseph
Richard A Myers
Thomas A Spencer
Robert D Zellers
301 AUSTINTOWN
Charles V Conway
Edward Saccomen
Bob Toman
309 MAPLE HEIGHTS
Leo Kolk
Harold J Nichols
George F Prochaska
John F Wasikowski
312 BELMONT
Ronald F Cilli
320 MAUMEE
Charles C Ashe
Larry W Badhorn
Charles R Berning
Lawrence W Grimm
Franklin G Renders
Phillip B Shinaver
322 WEST ALEXANDRIA
Charles B Washington
323 ST. MARYS
Jack Sullivan
Eugene G Tomlinson
324 GENOA
Forest H Sabin
Robert J Sondergeld
325 MANCHESTER
Gerald McDaniel
326 SHELBY
Dean F Boardman
Harold A Heichelbech
Roscoe E Kuhn
Roger A Monroe
Stephen S Shade
330 WAPAKONETA

George H Brodie
Merle Fisher
Robert F Martin
331 RAVENNA
George D Blinebery
Lonnie F Rossow
Jerry C Spinelli
334 TOLEDO
Stephen M Ramasocky
335 TOLEDO
Joseph W Hendrikx
Robert A Rapp
336 PAINESVILLE
Gerald F Cline
Lyle W Pizzino
Anthony Torre
Duane D Wilfong
337 QUAKER CITY
Goerge E Starr
338 BRADNER
Dent V Flemmings
Franklin J Jacquot
Danny L Malone
343 EUCLID
John Moore
344 CAREY
Mary J Cesarini
345 FORT RECOVERY
Herbert S Franke
352 MENTOR
Leonard F Battista
353 ANSONIA
James J Moody
Lewis V Neargarder
Robert E Wessling
354 NEW RIEGEL
William A Rider
Ralph A Smith
355 FORT LORAMIE
Eugene W Brandewie
Richard Gusching
Cyril B Lange
Richard H Wehrman
357 MINERVA
Merl G Noling
360 NEW PARIS
John W Gibbs
362 SPRINGFIELD
Donald L Craycraft
371 WELLSTON
Roy J Gilliland
James W Holtz
James R Sizemore
David B Stephenson
Donald W Tedrow
Wilma A Thacker
372 CINCINNATI
George Bens
373 DELTA
Robert Bay
374 EAST LIVERPOOL
Robert Keys
375 MALVERN
George E Tidrick
376 JUNCTION CITY
James L Dishon
Earl R Price
377 CAMDEN
Russell Isaacs
James E Johnson
Eugene Lackey
Rocky Moore
Casper Poteet
Garnett Rust
381 HUNTSVILLE
Wendell G Estep
382 BLUFFTON
Morris J Groman
Allison Neuenschwander
384 WHITEHOUSE
Kenneth Rupp
Bryan J Whitmer
389 BEVERLY
Donald I Adams

TAPS



Larry T Brunner
Warren E Gillard
Jimmy Pastol
Dennis Walburn
394 RUSSELLVILLE
Darrell Inskeep
397 VERMILION
Barry E Ansell
Wayne E Brown
John T Grasse
Ronald D Knox
398 GRANVILLE
James F Welsh
399 DRESDEN
Cynthia J Balderson
Earl R Garver
Jan Nestleroad
401 CALEDONIA
Jack C Patrick
405 NEW WASHINGTON
Mearl K McDougal
407 DOYLESTOWN
Paul C Heisel
Robert W Konich
Albert P Labo
Oscar LeMaster
John S Moritz
417 MT. STERLING
Donald Passwaters
420 MURRAY CITY
Ralph F Skivers
421 FAIRVIEW PARK
Daniel S Prok
Richard J Weiskittel
427 CINCINNATI
Antonio C Carr
Joseph E Niehaus
William A Wilson
430 COLUMBUS
James T Krutko
John E McCarty
Wasson J Smith
Jack E Zerrien
431 NEWCOMERSTOWN
Chester Jones
Lloyd C Kail
Robert P Ochsenbein
435 VERSAILLES
Floyd Pitsenbarger
436 GREENTOWN
Don D Dickes
M. E Folts
Floyd G Hawkins
Thomas J Robinson
438 PARMA
Frank A Rolf
John S Yezerski
440 NORTH INDUSTRY
William D Dodge
442 SALINEVILLE
Thomas Ehlenbach
446 ANNA
Donald E Ailes
449 AKRON
Fred W Klemp
Dean W Markle
450 MILFORD
John E Cooper
Ralph A Hill
Raymond E Lovins
Samuel J McKnight
Robert T Stocker
Michael Wilson
451 ROCKY RIVER
Rebecca D Grasser
Walter Novak
John K Shepley
452 MOGADORE
Clyde A Lemasters
453 ROCKY RIVER
James L Loukas
454 RIDGEVILLE CRNR
John Beltz
Marlin Wyse

PAGE 19April | May | June 2017
455 WOODVILLE
Dale L Briggs
457 SUNBURY
Walter L Mankins
459 BURTON
Forrest C Klingman
460 CENTERBURG
Fitzhugh  Deboard
Kenneth C Snyder
468 SYLVANIA
Dwight V Smith
469 CLEVELAND
John F Gallagher
470 COLDWATER
Cletus Bettinger
Ricky L Feierstein
Terry L Jeffries
Jerry Knapke
Jerry E Knapke
471 PORTSMOUTH
Robert F Gee
472 YOUNGSTOWN
Anthony J Zone
475 SHERRODSVILLE
Raymond E Brannon
Walter L Watson
476 WILKESVILLE
Thomas J Bowen
Daryl B Gregory
479 SWANTON
Warren Karnowski
Chester Sadowski
482 SCIO
Jack Markley
James H Robinson
483 FRANKFORT
Newman C Rutherford
484 CINCINNATI
Paul Cunningham
Edward E Galloway
485 CLEVES
Elmer E Crow
Ivan P King
James H Knapp
486 COLUMBUS
Huey C Cunningham
490 WHITEHALL
John L Acton
Raymond M Rodenfels
493 JACKSON CENTER
James W Brackney
Ralph Helmlinger
Marvin E Rostorfer
Richard Sailor
494 SUGARCREEK
Raymond A Burgan
Norman J Schilling
495 BELPRE
John L Brownrigg
Huston E Hutchinson
496 KENT
Dale T Pudloski
497 CRESTON
Richard L Marty
Herman Winkler
508 ROCKFORD
Chad E Hagens
Jerrold H Hoffhines
511 MC COMB
Wallace L Walsh
512 TOLEDO
Thomas A Brandon
Arthur A Harvey
Gerald M Kwiatkowski
513 CINCINNATI
Albert C Oehler
Robert A Pratt
Donald E Wolf
Robert D Zimmerman
514 WILLARD
James R Britt
516 COLUMBUS GROVE
Thomas O Reed

518 ASHLEY
Larry M Gale
519 MINERAL CITY
Terry St George
521 SHADYSIDE
William A Brookins
Forest Campbell
Thomas F Duncan
Richard L Fosnot
William E Hess
523 LODI
Jimmie J Allen
Lyman L Chidsey
George Mekoleske
Gordon E Musser
525 ADENA
John M Roski
526 FAIRBORN
John C Gover
William P Henley
Larry H Krumm
Rich Piros
Jerome E Smith
William D Thornton
John H Zincke
529 DILLONVALE
Arthur J Borkoski
Sam Dolfi
Richard A Wells
530 GREENHILLS
Clifft Rotherum
532 COLUMBUS
Donald E Knapp
Paul F Oldaker
Marvin E Salts
James B Spadaro
Daniel Timmons
534 CINCINNATI
Thomas B Groves
Frank Grzebyk
Richard K Tucker
535 BELLVILLE
Dan P Brant
George Knell
Carl B Kurek
Jearild Zeller
536 GILBOA
Donald H Etter
537 OREGON
Michael A Carr
Richard Fondessy
Lee N Jones
Joseph W Poddany
Edward T Reiter
539 NORTH BALTIMORE
James M Atkins
540 CORTLAND
Eugene C Liberatore
541 CONTINENTAL
Kenneth B Winkle
542 PUT-IN-BAY
Kenneth S Benjamin
Franz T Schillumeit
Rick White
545 TOLEDO
Leonard A Gosik
547 MONROEVILLE
Robert E McQuillen
Edwin C Wagner
Norbert Wilhelm
548 LOUISVILLE
Howard E McKean
Ted R Miller
549 BEACH CITY
Kenneth O Sampsel
551 HOLMESVILLE
Dean Sprankle
553 TOLEDO
Carl F Haas
William J Kehres
554 CINCINNATI
Henry Wierwille
557 WINTERSVILLE

Toby Crowe
559 PARMA
Robert W Clement
Arthur Hanula
Paul J Varga
560 CAMPBELL
Roland A Colucci
David G Hanisko
Joseph J Matvey
Dominic Medina
566 AKRON
David Hollis
Jack Howell
Szaja Potok
James C Schrock
Phillip Triplett
572 PARMA
Andrew Chamer
573 BRILLIANT
Charles W McEndree
578 BATESVILLE
Gary L Tarman
584 MARION
Donald W Dawson
Terry E Neville
586 TIPP CITY
Donald G Belding
Robert E Bush
Jerry Debord
Kenneth F Reineke
Timothy P Riley
587 TOLEDO
Wayne N Barrick
Budd D Davis
Ronzo V DiLorenzo
Paul A Ellerbrock
Charles H Gazella
Fred E Jones
Robert F Linn
James E Lykins
James V Paxton
Richard Schmich
John G Wolfe
598 KETTERING
Carl W Brooks
Dennis C Chapman
William L Crompton
Richard A Henn
Roger Koepp
Charles W Lucas
Dale Petersen
Chester Rogers
601 NORTH MADISON
Lawerence C Jones
603 WEST MANSFIELD
Christian T Fogle
605 WALDO
Franklin D Klingel
Nick Popovich
Paul A Styer
610 BROOK PARK
David P Acks
Gene R Elder
Emil S Hatapka
William R Hufsey
William S Poulton
Paul R Schumitsh
Dominic A Sforzo
John J Stefancin
613 TROTWOOD
Russell E Cowic
James S Phelps
Walter L Pill
William Thompson
614 HILLIARD
Thomas F Goode
Norman J Mumford
Wayne L Pidock
Larry S Queen
Richard W Tillman
615 WAYNESVILLE
William E LeMay
Harold E Walker

Jacob J Yancey
618 WILLIAMSPORT
Marvin Thompson
622 MINFORD
Vasco Luchi
Richard W Smith
627 NEWBURGH HTS
James K Patterson
630 BLUE ASH
Howard E Basinger
Paul Blomer
Joseph R Davis
Raymond G Ferguson
Charles F Geis
Richard F McNally
Leon C Voshefski
Terrence E Yuellig
631 LOCKLAND
Jarsh E Poole
633 SEAMAN
John W Carmean
Burnett D Lucas
637 MILLERSPORT
Bob V Baughman
Carl E Lehman
640 CHESAPEAKE
Larry J Damron
Ralph Kimball
Zimmerman Riley
641 BELLE VALLEY
Gerald B Davis
Ron J Haga
642 TOLEDO
Robert C Earl
648 ST. HENRY
Charles J Froning
John A Moeller
650 DANVILLE
David R Adams
James F Blubaugh
Bruce Walters
660 SHERRODSVILLE
Lyle E Schiefer
663 NEWBURY
Melvin L Forman
Steven Nemcik
668 VANDALIA
Nila T Winchell
669 WEST UNITY
Raymond R Burrowes
Duane Shadel
674 WINDHAM
Lawrence W Blauvelt
David A Briggs
675 DAYTON
Robert L Barnes
Richard L Craycraft
677 LITHOPOLIS
Marvin King
678 WILLOWICK
David R Clements
William A Kadunc
William Lepo
Ray McFarland
Jake L Rufli
680 NEY
Ned F Garver
682 HOPEDALE
William F DiBenedetto
William J Gower
George E Hale
Eugene Milliken
684 HANOVERTON
Herman Kuyper
685 STREETSBORO
John M Dalaski
691 PIERPONT
Albert Yambor
694 MOWRYSTOWN
Charles Bear
699 LEAVITTSBURG
Ralph E Dean
Clyde G Garland
Harry A Lawrence

TAPS
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MISSION: POSSIBLE
By Jason Graven
Department Director 
of Membership

As we prepare to close out 
another year it is important to 
refl ect upon the past 12 months. 
The 2016-2017 year proved to 
be a whirlwind year complete 
with many changes, the full ef-
fects of which may take a couple 
years to fully feel. As the saying 
goes, the only constant in life is 
change.

This past year saw a rejuve-
nated Membership Commit-
tee. A committee that normally 
met once a year to approve of 
the next year’s Award manual, 
met almost monthly using vid-
eo conferencing, allowing the 
members to stay home in their 
pj’s while also making decisions 
and saving time and money. 
These meetings allowed for a 
quicker reaction time to needed 
policy changes and/or actions 
requiring immediate attention. 
This is a huge advancement and 
provides a good stepping stone 
for a trajectory into the future.

A few important changes for 
the 2018 year are needed to be 
known by each Post within our 
borders. The fi rst and most im-
portant is the change in policy 
regarding the return of your un-
used, unpaid, and blank mem-
bership cards. This policy has 
been discontinued. It is now the 
Post’s responsibility to properly 
destroy the membership cards. 

Department’s recommendation is 
to include these cards before or af-
ter your Post’s fl ag retirement cer-
emony. If your Post does not have 
such a ceremony, another Post 
near you very well may. The card 
requirement has been replaced 
with the already mandatory but 
never enforced turn-in of the Con-
solidated Post Report. If you are 
unaware of this report, then that is 
exactly why the policy has been 
changed. Every year the Depart-
ment Commander briefs the Na-
tional Commander on the percent-
age of Posts who have completed 
this form. Ohio has traditionally 
ranked low. This form has a due 
date to Department Headquarters 
of July 1st, so by the time you re-
ceive this newsletter, you should 
still have roughly one month to 
complete and return, complete on 
your Post’s mylegion account, or 
contact us to receive the form if 
you have not received it thus far. 
The Certifi cation of Post Offi cers 
is still required to be turned in as 
this form tells us where the 2018 
cards are to be sent. Both forms 
can be completed online elimi-
nating the need to pay your local 
postal worker and saving your 
Post money.

The past few years each Post 
should have been hearing Depart-
ment preach and yell about myL-
egion.org and the importance and 
usefulness. Well, it just became a 
whole lot better. Posts now have 
the option to renew their members 

online, transfer members online, 
and even sign up new members, 
without mailing anything to Dept. 
hq. Why is this important? The 
posts that use this feature will 
have signifi cantly less members 
questioning why they received 
renewal notices after having 
paid, the Posts will save money 
in postage, and their membership 
numbers will be accurate within 
24 hours, not weeks or months. 
Needless to say, but just in case 
we should, it is Department’s rec-
ommendation that EVERY Post 
fi nally sign up for a myLegion.
org account, although it is not re-
quired. 361 out of our 544 Posts 
in Ohio already have an account 

with 80% signing in every couple 
of weeks. We thank you and we 
think you will fi nd the new fea-
tures of great use.

2018 will also bring a revamped 
Awards Manual which moves 
away from Departments reward-
ing only the District levels for 
accomplishments in member-
ship. You will see in the manual 
that most award funds are now 
designated to go to the Posts and 
frontloaded, rewarding the Posts 
that meet their targets fastest. Be-
low is a timetable of the awards. 
Gone are the traditional lap dates 
of every month. We want your 
Post sending cards in (paying on 
myLegion) as quickly as possible 

so that the members who have 
already paid their dues do not 
receive renewal notices. 

We feel confi dent that once the 
initial shock of change passes, 
each Post, and all their mem-
bers, will see how these changes 
will positively affect the mem-
bership program and/or the 
posts fi nancial positions. Unfor-
tunately, the Post Offi ce may not 
be able to say the same. 

Of course, at any time, if you 
have questions regarding the 
new membership policies, or 
even the old ones, I am always 
available.

Change, it will make our mis-
sion possible.

Willard E Mehlenbacher
700 WARREN
Lewis J Campbell
703 PARMA
George Bihun
Robert L Carpenter
Anthony B Coletta
Martin F Drlik
Delbert O Jarrell
Joseph Opalka
706 NORTH FAIRFIELD
David H Shepherd
707 ENGLEWOOD
Robert E Weller
708 HOLLANSBURG
Harold T Dill
713 DEERFIELD
Warren P Aemmer
Wayne A Bebb
Richard E Carver
Howard J Duvall
Richard J Jenkins
Alfred O Manke
717 NORTH RIDGEVILLE
Ernest Walraven
Joe Wilkinson
733 BETTSVILLE
Vernon H Durst
Clayton Renfro
Ernest F Wiechman
736 EAST LIVERPOOL
Floyd L Hazlett
737 LAKE MILTON
Richard D Eddinger
Roy W McCarthy
William E Price
Blaine L Taylor

Robert W Whitmarsh
738 FAIRVIEW PARK
Gregory R Klimczyk
Paul N Licursi
M. B McCafferty
740 RICHMOND
Charles W McKee
746 DAYTON
Harold L Haer
Billy J Murphy
749 JEROMESVILLE
Gary A Hootman
Jerry W Martin
750 LOWELL
Donzel R Brannon
William B McVicar
754 SHAUCK
Keith E Strait
755 SARDINIA
Robert L Orr
760 HANNIBAL
Bernard A Crawford
Charles McIntire
762 NEW LEBANON
Vernon G Moore
763 BEAVERCREEK
Charles R McCall
Edward H Smith
Steve W Stine
764 NEWARK
Jack Garber
768 BEALLSVILLE
Nelson G Lindsey
770 COLUMBUS
Frank W Harris
776 RIVERSIDE
Grant Goldsby

Arper Tentman
Johnnie L Walker
797 GAHANNA
Kenneth W Borror
Patrick J Callahan
Charles H Goodyear
Roland P Hall
James A Johnson
798 REYNOLDSBURG
James E Rhodes
Robert J Zollars
799 GALLOWAY
Stanley J Masters
804 ST. LOUISVILLE
James Kishler
Ron Seaman
888 DELAWARE
Merle Ake
Robert Allphin
Charles W Arnold
David M Baumgartner
James O Bayes
Donald Bowman
Richard Brown
James Burns
Lloyd F Carroll
Michael R Centrone
Richard Chambers
Hobart L Chase
John Cudzilo
Larry D Cutbirth
Jimmie L Demarcus
Americo Demilta
William Drakulich
Ralph D Flint
Edward H Garbe
David E Gardner

John Garstka
Joseph Gentile
Kenneth M Gifford
Robert O Gillett
Lewis E Gipson
George F Gore
James R Gouge
Blair Haggerty
Ernest Hague
Terry Haning
Bernard L Hannum
William E Harned
Gene L Haywood
Gary Heironimus
Julian S Hemel
Harris Hill
Bobbie L James
Arlie B Jones
Nicholas Jones
Frank W Kaufman
Casimer J Kedzierski
Joseph W Koelliker
Alan R Kovar
Richard A Ladwig
Carroll L Larry
Jeffrey A Leesburg
William F Liston
William H Maddox
Billy R Malone
Terry R Mangold
Wallace R Matthei
James E May
Carroll L McCammon
James A McKim
James A Morrison
Stanley D Motter
Stanley E Myers

William F Nelson
James J Nolan
Jack Northrup
Jay L Olsen
Raymond D Orlando
Dawson Park
Christopher J Parsons
Dan R Parsons
Thomas Patton
Roy Rayburn
Alan T Reese
James J Resek
Ernest J Robinson
Billy Rogers
Michael Russell
Everettl Salmons
Eugene D Sarno
Michael D Severance
George Sidor
Robert E Sites
Raymond Stahl
Harold J Stoner
John Stromp
Donald Stump
Roger Stump
George J Swango
James Swartz
David Thompson
Roy S Torrence
George Vasich
Emil Voelz
Lawrence E Vogler
Edward Volkerding
Robert Ward
Lawrence Weakland
Richard S Williams
Donald Wood
Clare W Wyvill
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I earned my eligibility by serving in the 
United States Air Force.  I served from 
March 28, 1972 through April 1, 1992.  
My military career covered the Vietnam 
era, Lebanon/Grenada, Panama, and Des-
ert Shield/Desert Storm.

I am a Life member of General “Chap-
pie James” American Legion Post 776 in 
Dayton.  As a legionnaire, I have served 
my Post as a Trustee (3 years), Adjutant 
(5 years), 1st Vice Commander (3 years), 
and Commander (2 years). I have served 
the “Thundering” 3rd District as Assistant 
Sergeant -at-Arms, Finance Offi cer, 2nd 
Vice Commander, 1st vice Commander, 
and Commander (2011-2012). 

I am also a Life Member of VFW Post 
2800 (Dayton).  I was a Life Member 
of VFW Post 3808 until it closed.  As a 
member of VFW Post 3808, I held the of-
fi ces of Junior vice Commander (1 year), 
and Adjutant (4 years).

Legionnaires I’m Roger Friend a Candi-
date for the High offi ce of 2nd Vice Com-
mander of the Dept. of Ohio. My eligibility 
was accrued from 22+ combined years of 
active and reserve time in the USN. Listed 
are past and present positions held.

Past Post, District & Dept. offi ces and posi-
tions held: Post 2nd 1st Vice & Commander 
District 2nd 1st Vice & Commander. Dept. 
Asst. Sergeant-At-Arms CHR. National 
Security Committee Dept. CHR National 
Security Committee, National Appointment 
National Security Council

Present Post, District National offi ces and 
positions held: Post Adjutant, Sec. Treasure 
District Judge Advocate, CHR National 

Born in Toledo, Ohio April 1946, gradu-
ated from Whitmer high School.  Received 
my Associate Degree in Applied Science 
from Oakland Community College, Ponti-
ac, MI.  Retired Steamfi tter / Refrigeration 
Fitter and HVAC Technician from Local 
50 Plumbers & Pipefi tters, Mechanical 
Equipment Service Technicians. I am a 
dual member with my eligibility for the 
Sons from my dad having served in the 
Navy during World War II.

I earned my eligibility from my service 
in the Air Force 1967 to 1971, attended 
Munitions School in Denver, CO. sta-
tioned at Utapoa, Thailand from 1968 to 
1969.  Upon returning to the States was 
cross-trained in Security Police and was 
assigned to the Air Defense Command 
94th FIS. Alpena, MI.

I became a member of the American Le-
gion in November of 1983 when my fa-
ther paid my fi rst year’s dues.  I started 
attending Post meetings at the end of Jan-
uary 1984, was elected 3rd Vice in March 
1984.  I worked my way through the Post 
chairs and became 

Post Commander May 1988, Lucas 
County Commander 1997 and First Dis-
trict Commander 2000-2001, Department 

My eligibility was earned serving on Ac-
tive Duty in the U.S. Army June 1980 to 
June 1983 (Lebanon/Grenada).  I also ser-
vice in the Ohio National Guard and U.S. 
Army Reserves from 1984 to my retire-
ment from the 112th Combat Engineers in 
Brookpark, Ohio in 2004.  I am supported 
by the 14th District, Portage County Coun-
cil and my post.

I am a Past 14th District Quota Com-
mander 2012-2013, Past Post Commander 
Posts 193 & 496 and have served post and 
district positions of 2nd Vice Cmdr. and 1st 
Vice Cmdr., Commander, Executive Com-
mittee member and Membership Chair-
man.  I am currently serving my second 
year as Chairman of the Dept. of Ohio’s 
Child Welfare Committee.  While serving 
as 2nd Vice, 1st Vice & Cmdr.,   Post 193 
was All-Time-High for 7 years in a row.

I am a member the American Legion 

Monroeville Sch-Loe-Man Post 547 and 
the Fighting Fifth District proudly pres-
ent William “Bill” Edwards as a candi-
date for Treasurer for the Department of 
Ohio, 2017-2018. I earned my eligibility 
for membership in the American Legion 
by serving in the US Army from 1983-
99 during the Lebanon/Grenada, Panama, 
and Desert Storm war eras. I enlisted as 
a Vulcan System Mechanic and fi nished 
as Chaparral/Vulcan Systems Technician, 
Chief Warrant Offi cer 2. 

I am a Life Member of Sch-Loe-Man Post 
547 in Monroeville. I have served in most 
positions at the Post and County Council 
level and several committees and offi ces in 
District 5 including Commander 2012-13.  
At the Department level, I served as As-
sistant Sgt-at-Arms, three years on the De-
partment Finance Committee and currently 

Candidate for 
Department Commander

Candidate for 
Department 2nd Vice Commander

Candidate for 
Department 1st Vice Commander

Candidate for 
Department 2nd Vice Commander

Candidate for 
Department Treasurer

Stanley A. Pleasant

Roger Friend

Robert E.Schmitt

Joyce A. Hannum

William “Bill ” Edwards 

I am the Department of Ohio 1st Vice 
Commander. I am proud to be a Trust-
ee of American Legion Buckeye Boys 
State (8 years).  Ohio has the fi nest Boys 
State program in the American Legion. I 
also serve on the National Americanism 
Council.

I am about to start my 22nd continu-
ous year as a legionnaire.  I love the 
American Legion, and what it repre-
sents. I don’t like to start a job if I can’t 
give it my all.  Throughout my career 
as a legionnaire, I have lived by one 
motto “DO WHAT IS RIGHT FOR MY 
POST, DO WHAT IS RIGHT FOR THE 
AMERICAN LEGION”.  

Thank you in advance for your support 
at the upcoming Department of Ohio 
Convention. 

STANLEY A. PLEASANT, 
Candidate

Department of Ohio Commander
Security Committee Dept. CHR National 
Security Committee, National Appoint-
ment National Security Council, and the 
National Legislative Council.

Program National Emergency Fund
Legionnaires we need a change to get 

our young Vets involved as your 2nd Vice 
Commander I will promote The American 
Legion Through Social Media, Face Book 
and Twitter along with all other tools that 
can be acquired to show our younger veter-
ans signifi cant reasoning to become mem-
bers of the greatest veterans origination in 
the world. We need to Mentor our replace-
ments so our organization can prevail.

Thank You, Roger Friend

Assistant Stg-At-Arms 2001-2002. Com-
mander 2001, Department Asst. Sgt-At-
Arms 2001 – 2002.

I am currently serving Conn-Weissen-
berger Post 587 as the Judge Advocate 
and on the Board of Trustees.  I am also 
serving Lucas County Council as the 
Judge Advocate and I have been serv-
ing the First District as the Americanism 
Chairman.  I have been on staff at The 
American Legion Buckeye Boys Pro-
gram and is Section Head for State Gov-
ernment.

I Also serves as the President of the 
Toledo American Legion Convention 
Committee, the President of the Toledo 
Lucas County Memorial Day Associa-
tion, responsible for the Toledo Memo-
rial Day Parade and Memorial Service. 
Vice President of the Toledo Soldiers 
Memorial Association founded in 1879.  
Board member of the Toledo Chapter of 
Wreaths Across America.  Committee 
member of the Toledo Chamber of Com-
merce Military Affairs Committee.

I am a PUFL member of The American 
Legion, a Life Member of the VFW and 
the Catholic War Veterans, I also member 
of the 40 et 8 Voiture 141, Toledo, OH

Auxiliary and 
Legion Riders, 
member of the 
AMVETS of Ohio and I am on the Advi-
sory Board of Maplewood Career Center in 
Ravenna, Ohio.  

My objective is to integrate within the 
American Legion of our Gulf War/War on 
Terrorism Veterans who bring with them 
new strengths & abilities and encourage 
the growth of the American Legion to be a 
stronger voice for all veterans.  

These younger veterans have fresh & dif-
ferent ideas. They see the needs & techno-
logical skills of their generation as different 
from the previous generations. Integrating 
these younger veterans will serve to make 
the American Legion stronger and see us 
through the next 100 years.

I respectfully ask for your vote at the 
2017 Department Convention in Dayton.

Chairman, and 
several com-
mittees includ-
ing DMS, POW/MIA, and Scholarship. At 
the National level I have served since 2008 
on the Distinguished Guests and National 
Security Council where I currently serve. I 
am a Life member of AMVETS Post 22 in 
Vermilion, VFW Post 2840 in Port Clinton, 
Voiture 50 of 40 & 8, and SAL member of 
Squadron 733 in Bettsville. 

I am currently employed by the US Geo-
logical Survey as a Fishery Research Tech-
nician in Sandusky, OH where I have 26 
years service. I’ve been married to my wife 
Linda for 24 years. We have 8 children and 
22 grandchildren. I’m anxious to see ev-
eryone, including YOU, at the Department 
Convention in Dayton on 6-9 July, where I 
would appreciate your vote. See you there!
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\\OHIOLEGION\Leilani\Buckeye Boys State\Orientation Schedule 2017 1.30.17.doc 
Revised 4/5/2017 

**2017 BOYS STATE ORIENTATION** 
 
DIST. DATE DAY TIME LOCATION POST 
 1 May 9 Tuesday 7:00 PM Ottawa  63 
 May 10 Wednesday 7:30 PM Wauseon 265 
 May 11 Thursday 7:00 PM Toledo 587 
 May 16 Tuesday 7:30 PM Elmore 279 
 May 21 Sunday 2:00 PM Tontogany 441 
 
 2 May 10 Wednesday 7:30 PM New Bremen 241 
 May 17 Wednesday 7:30 PM St. Marys  323 
 
 3 May 3 Wednesday 7:00 PM Greenville 140 
 May 21 Sunday 2:00 PM Miamisburg 165 
 
 4 May 15 Monday 7:00 PM Mason 194 
 May 18 Thursday 7:00 PM Mt. Carmel  72 
 May 19 Friday 7:00 PM Mt. Washington  484 
 
 5 May  3 Wednesday 7:30 PM Green Springs 295 
 May 7 Sunday 2:00 PM Medina 202 
 May 10 Wednesday 7:30 PM North Fairfield 706 
 May 17 Wednesday 7:30 PM Ashland 88 
 May 24 Wednesday 7:30 PM Elyria  12 
  
 6 May 3 Wednesday 7:30 PM Granville Middle School   
 May 10 Wednesday 7:30 PM West Jefferson 201 
 May 17 Wednesday 7:30 PM Marion 162 
 
 7 May 7 Sunday 2:00 PM Portsmouth 23 
 May 11 Thursday 6:30 PM Chillicothe 62 
  
 8 April 23 Sunday 1:00 PM Pickerington 283 
 May 21 Sunday 1:00 PM Athens 21 
 
 9 April 23 Sunday 2:00 PM Lake Milton 737 
 April 23 Sunday 2:00 PM Orwell 719 
 April 27 Thursday 7:30 PM Newton Falls 236 
 May 7 Sunday 2:00 PM Willowick 678 
  
10 April 30 Sunday 2:00 PM Steubenville  33 
 May 7 Sunday 2:00 PM Glenmoor 736 
 May 28 Sunday 2:00 PM Foltz Community Center  
 May 31 Wednesday 7:00 PM Wooster  68 
 
11 April 23 Sunday 1:00 PM Bellaire 52 
 April  30 Sunday 1:00 PM McConnelsville 24  
  
12 May  13 Saturday 12:00 PM Westerville 171 
 May 21 Sunday 12:00 PM Grove City 164 
 
13 May 20 Saturday 2:00 PM FOP Lodge 8 Hall  
 
14 May 7 Sunday 2:00 PM Cuyahoga Falls 281 

  

ENTRY FORM
52ND ANNUAL DEPARTMENT OF OHIO AMERICAN LEGION 

GOLF OUTING
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12 & SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017 

4 Person Scramble

HOST: KETTERING AMERICAN LEGION POST 598 
Kettering, Oh. – Phone: 937-433-9327

COURSES: Community Golf Course  
(Hills & Dales courses) 

2917 Berkley St. Bldg. 2 
Dayton, OH. 45409

POST NUMBER :___________

TEAM CAPTAIN’S NAME ___________________________________________

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________

PHONE #  _______________________________________________________

NAME                                                                           AGE                                                              MEMBERSHIP #

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
ENTRY FEE OF $80.00 PER GOLFER MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH ENTRY.  
Open to American Legion Dept. of Ohio, Auxiliary and SAL  
and must be 21 years and over.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND MAIL ENTRIES TO:

  AMERICAN LEGION POST 598 
  5700 Kentshire Dr. 
	 	 Kettering,	Oh.	45440 
	 	 ATTN:	Joe	Law/	for	more	information	call	(937)	433-9327

 
ENTRY & HOUSING DEADLINE – JULY 15,2017

DINNER AND ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE POST 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 

Please indicate how many will be attending each meal. 
______ Friday        ______ Saturday

HOLE IN ONE 
PRIZES!!!!!

YOU COULD WIN A 

2 YEAR LEASE ON  

A NEW FORD!!!!!!!!

HOTELS
Mention American Legion Golf Outing 

Holiday Inn Express-$129/night + tax
(ask about the military discount)

5655 Wilmington Pk, Centerville
937-424-5757

Best Western Plus Dayton South-$89/night + tax
8099 Old Yankee St, Centerville

937-291-0284
Marriott at UD

1414 S. Patterson Blvd., Dayton
937-223-1000

The 11th annual Department of 
Ohio American Legion Euchre 
Tournament was held on Saturday, 
April 22nd at Pemberville Post 183. 

All 26 teams participating enjoyed 
the camaraderie along with the hos-
pitality.

Kenny Rahe along with the Post 
did an excellent job in hosting the 
tournament, with great hospital-
ity and good food. Department 2nd 
Vice Commander Bob Schmitt vis-
ited and opened the tournament. 

Jim B.B. and Smokey Allen took 
fi rst place. Pete Everett and Jim Ben-
son placed second, and Iona Snyder 
and Jim Larkey placed third.

The 2018 Tournament will be host-
ed by Zanesville Post 29, currently 

scheduled for Saturday, April 21st. 
The Host Post sets the tournament 
rules either as a Team event or in-
dividually and/or by drawing names, 
or by a timed round or number of 
rounds played. All entry fees are 
returned as prize money. This is a 
great way to have your Post recog-
nized. With the Department and Post 
promoting and advertising the event, 
your results will end with more par-
ticipation. 

The tournament is under the direc-
tion of Director Brenda McGowan. 
If your Post is interested in  hosting a 
Tournament please contact Director 
McGowan at Department Headquar-
ters, 60 Big Run Rd., Delaware, Ohio 
43015 or call 740-362-7478 ext 3.

BUCKEYE BOYS STATE ORIENTATION MEETINGS SET

American Legion Buckeye Boys State presents the 2017 Buckeye Boys 
State District Orientation programs schedule in the Department.

Buckeye Boys State thanks the District Commanders, District 
Boys State Chairmen, District Americanism Chairmen, and Post 
Commanders for their help in planning these orientations.

Buckeye Boys State will be held June 11 - 18, 2017, on the campus of 
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, the new home of Boys State. Over 
1,200 of the top high school juniors in the state of Ohio are expected 
to attend.

All young men selected to attend Buckeye Boys State are invited to 
attend an Orientation program in their area which are conducted by 
members of the Buckeye Boys State Staff.

If a young man absolutely cannot attend an Orientation, this will not 
keep him from attending Buckeye Boys State.

For additional information on the 2017 Boys State program, visit 
the Boys State website at: www.ohiobuckeyeboysstate.com or the 
Department website at: www.ohiolegion.com.

April | May | June  2017
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From The American Legion News 
Service

From enlisted man to brigadier 
general, from farm boy to presi-
dent of his own bank, from buck 
private in The American Legion 
to its national commander -  such 
is the record of “Go Gettum” John 
Rea McQuigg whom the Omaha 
convention unanimously elected to 
lead the Legion for 1925-1926.

Commander McQuigg has been 
serving the organization in impor-
tant capacities since its inception 
seven years ago.  He was the first 
commander of Engineers Post of 
Cleveland; delegate to the first de-
partment convention in 1919; dele-
gate to the first national convention 
and brought the 1920 convention 
to Cleveland.  Then he was pro-
moted to department commander 
of Ohio in 1920, a delegate to the 
second national convention and at 
this time was appointed a member 
of the national finance committee 
in which capacity he has served the 
organization ever since.

In the Legion’s two most impor-
tant issues – adjusted compensa-
tion and the endowment drive for 

 Biographical Sketch of National Commander John R. McQuigg

disabled veterans and war orphans, 
he toured the county making out-
standing speeches.  Meantime, he 
has served on the Ohio department 
committees, national convention 
committees and in 1923 was vice-
chairman of the Legion’s national 
legislative committee.

In his military record, he has also 
delivered unusual service.  In 1888 
he was graduated from Wooster 
University as cadet captain, and 
shortly thereafter joined the fa-
mous Cleveland Grays, a private 
military unit.  In 1898 when war 
with Spain was begun, the Grays 
became a part of the National 
Guard as an engineer unit and suc-
cessively McQuigg was a first lieu-
tenant, captain and finally major.

In 1912 he was commissioned a 
lieutenant colonal of the 112th En-
gineers (the old Cleveland Grays 
outfit) and went to the Mexican 
border.

In 1917 shortly after war was de-
clared he was commissioned a full 
colonel of the 112th Engineers and 
made up his mind to go to train-
ing camp with a full-recruited unit.  
He pitched camp in the heart of 

Cleveland and began an intensive 
recruiting campaign.  So success-
ful was hes effort that when the 
Engineers moved to Camp Sheri-
dan, Alabama, every company 
was at full war strength and Colo-
nel McQuigg took a dozen extra 
men along in case of emergency.

It was at this time that he be-
came known as “Go’ Gettum” 
McQuigg, a title heard universally 
throughout Ohio.

Somebody said, when he was 
placed in command of the 112th 
Engineers, “How are you going 
to recruit so many men in such a 
short time?”

McQuigg replied; “Well, I guess 
I’ll have to go get them.”

Then he pitched his camp and 
did just that.

In May, 1918, the regiment 
moved to Camp Lee and in July 
sailed for Brest.  Led by Colonel 
McQuigg, the engineers saw ac-
tive service in the Baccarat sector, 
in the Argonne and in Belgium.

Recommissioned a colonel of 
Engineers in 1920, McQuigg was 
appointed brigadier General of 
Infantry in 1921 and federally rec-

ognized.
Commander McQuigg is fifty-

nine years old and a farm boy who 
grabbed his education where he 
could get it.

The only romance of his life be-
gan in a little red district school 
house to which he rode six miles 
each day on horseback.  The now 
Mrs. McQuigg, then a red-cheeked 
girl, sat opposite the heavily-built 
farm boy.  Wanting to make her 
acquaintance, McQuigg hit upon 
the expedient of borrowing her 
ruler, then her eraser, then her 
pencil and whispering to her,  The 
tactics while brave nearly ruined 
a first class romance, as Gertrude 
Imgard which was her name, was 
afraid the teacher would see Mc-
Quigg’s friendly efforts; and sat on 
him hard.

Due to the fact that his services 
were needed on the farm, Mc-
Quigg lost a term every spring and 
always made it up by studying at 
home.  He tells the following story:

“Just about that time,” McQuigg 
said in his precise English, “sulky 
plows were coming into use.  My 
father bought one.  As you know, 

about all you have to do on a sulky 
plow is keep the hoses straight 
and turn at the end of the row.  So 
I used to copy off my Greek and 
Latin vocabularies and my trigo-
nometry problems and study them 
riding that sulky plow.  In that way, 
though I was out a term each year, I 
never got set back.”

After graduation from Wooster 
College, McQuigg went to Cornell 
University for one year to study 
law and then to the National Law 
School at Washington.  He was 
graduated and admitted to the Ohio 
bar(?) and settled in Cleveland.

He was elected Mayor of East 
Cleveland in 1907 and reelected 
twice.  He organized and developed 
the Windermere Savings and Loan 
Company ( a three million dollar 
banking corporation) and is still its 
president.

He has two children, Donald, 
aged seventeen, and Pauline, aged 
twenty seven, a teacher in a private 
girl’s school in Maine.

His sole culinary weakness is ap-
ple pie and coffee. He never refuses 
this combination be it breakfast or 
supper.
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Below are the Department Reso-
lutions that were approved at the 
1 April DEC. The Centennial 
Committee Creation resolution 
was very lengthy, therefore, not 
printed in the Ohio Legion News 
and available to any Legionnaire 
requesting. The full resolutions are 
available at ohiolegion.com on the 
Legislative Committee Page. 

Resolution 17-10: David L. 
Jackson Honorary Past Depart-
ment Commander

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio in 
regular session of the Department 
Executive Committee on Satur-
day, April 1, 2017 endorse the 
title of Honorary Past Department 
Commander to David L. Jackson 
in appreciation of his 34 years of 
service to The American Legion. 

Resolution 17-03: PUFL MOH 
Chief Boyers

RESOLVED, That Lucas Coun-
ty Council of the Great First Dis-
trict assembled in Christ-Dun-
berger Post #537, Oregon, Ohio 
on November 07, 2016, urge The 
American Legion Department 
of Ohio to provide Senior Chief 
Edward C. Byers with a Paid Up 
For Life (PUFL) membership to 
The American Legion; and, be it 
finally 

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio 
present Senior Chief Edward 
C. Byers the Paid Up For Life 
(PUFL) membership with the of-
ficial citation stated above, on the 
floor of the General Assembly at 
The American Legion Department 

of Ohio, Department Convention 
being held in Dayton, Ohio, on 
July 7, 8, and 9, 2017.     

Resolution 17-04: Membership 
Process 

RESOLVED, That The American 
Legion Department of Ohio in De-
partment Executive Committee on 
April 1, 2016, recommend to Na-
tional that they hire a professional 
business consultant to examine the 
membership process resulting in 
recommendations for National to 
implement the necessary technol-
ogy that serves to streamline and 
optimize the membership process.  

Resolution 17-05: Department 
DMS Committee

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio in 
Department Executive Committee 
Session on April 1, 2017, approve 
to reorganize the DMS Committee 
as a sub-committee of the Mem-
bership Committee.

Resolution 17-06: Persian Gulf 
Extension Membership

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio 
in Department Executive Session 
assembled on April 1, 2017, urge 
The American Legion National 
Headquarters Membership and 
Eligibility Department to ex-
tend eligibility for veterans who 
served in the Persian Gulf from 
July 24,1987 to the date of ces-
sation of hostilities as determined 
by the Government of the United 
States and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That Article 
IV,Section 1,Eligibility,of the Con-

RESOLUTIONS APPROVED AT 1 APRIL DEC
stitution of the American Legion 
be amended to reflect the same; 
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That Article 
XIII,Auxiliaries, Section 2 of the 
Constitution of the American Le-
gion be amended to reflect the 
same; and,be it finally

RESOLVED, That this resolu-
tion shall not take place until Unit-
ed States Code Annotated, Title 
36, Chapter 217,Section 21703 
the American Legion Charter is 
amended by Congress.

Resolution 17-08: Lebanon/
Grenada Extension to  
Membership

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio 
in Department Executive Com-
mittee in regular meeting as-
sembled on April 1, 2017, urge 
National to extend their mem-
bership eligibility for service in 
Lebanon/Grenada from August 
24,1982 - December 1, 1987; 
and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The Amer-
ican Legion amend Article 
IV,Section 1,Eligibility,of the 
Constitution of the American 
Legion; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The Amer-
ican Legion amend Article 
XIII,Auxiliaries, Section 2 of 
the Constitution of the American 
Legion; and,be it further

RESOLVED, That this reso-
lution shall not take place until 
United States Code Annotated, 
Title 36,Chapter 217,Section 
21703 the American Legion 
Charter is amended by Congress.

Resolution 17-07: Centennial 
Committee Creation

***PLEASE CONTACT DE-
PARTMENT HQ

Resolution 17-09: Ohio Drug 
Price Relief Act

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio in 
Department Executive Committee 
session on April 1, 2017, strongly 

and publicly oppose the passing 
of the ballot initiative to prevent 
the passing of the The Ohio Drug 
Price Relief Act; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That The Ameri-
can Legion Department Executive 
Committee be kept informed and 
be given consent of any publicity, 
good or bad, that may arise as a re-
sult of the opposition to this ballot 
initiative. 
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