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The American Legion Department of Ohio 
2024 Mid-Winter Conference 

Marriott Columbus Northwest 
 5605 Blazer Pkwy 
Dublin, OH 43017  

on 
Friday, January 19, 2024 – Sunday, January 21, 2024

This is an American Legion Family event for The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion, The American 
Legion Auxiliary and The American Legion Riders. 

The conference is focused on 
training and education of the American Legion 

and its offices/ programs through Buckeye American Legion College. 
Anyone is welcome to attend 

the conference and any meetings and 
classes offered.

To make reservations please call 1-800-228-9290 to receive the discounted 
group rate of $ 122.00 plus tax, or make reservations online at https://www.marriott.com/

event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1687345669634&key=GRP&app=resvlink. Please reference 
"American Legion Mid-Winter"when making reservations.

After arriving and/or checking in at the hotel visit the Department Information Table for the 
Mid-Winter Conference program and schedule. Please visit https://www.ohiolegion.com/

department-mid-winter-conference/ for full details and information.

The Department of Ohio will also be hosting a 
formal awards banquet. Registration for the Department Award Banquet can be 

downloaded and mailed to Department or filled out     on-line. E-mail confirmations will be 
sent to verify your banquet ticket purchase. If you do not receive an email after purchasing 

a ticket, please contact Department Headquarters.  
Tickets are $40.00 per person. 

Deadline for hotel reservations is December 22nd 
For more information on the event contact Christie White at 

programs@ohiolegion.com or call (740) 362-7478. 
SEE YOU THERE! 

*If there are any Covid-19 mandates, we will publish them on ohiolegion.com*

Sunday January 24, 2024
The Department of Ohio is hosting a formal banquet to honor outstanding 
members of our communities and Legionnaires at Mid-Winter Conference. 

Social hour starts at 5:00PM in the foyer with a cash bar. Dinner will be 
served at 6:00PM. Commander Rue will be presenting awards to the 

members of your communities who have won various “Of the Year” awards. 
Members, Posts, and Districts are encouraged to 

attend and support those being recognized. 
Formal attire is required. 

Reservation cutoff is January 12th, 2024 
Cost is $40.00 per person. Please return this form with payment. 

**All banquet tickets must be reserved in advance**

**Tickets reserved will be handed out at the event**

Name:____________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________  State: _________  Zip:_ _______________
# of tickets at $40.00 per person _______  Amount:________ Check #_______  or
Credit Card #_____________________________  Exp. Date__________  CVV________
Beef__________ Chicken___________  Salmon ___________ Vegetarian ___________
E-mail address (**Required**):_____________________________________________

Return to: Department of Ohio • 60 Big Run Rd. • Delaware, OH 43015

Of the Year Awards Banquet
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Greetings Legion-
naires,

First of all, I would 
like to thank every-
one who attended my 
homecoming celebra-
tion and donated to 
my project thus far.

For those of you 
interested in donating to my project, 
there is a link to donate on the Depart-
ment website, Commander’s Corner 
page (https://www.ohiolegion.com/com-
manders-corner/). For those who do not 
know, Stockhands Horses for Healing, is 
my project. They have equestrian events 
for Veterans, as well as Autistic children.

The National Commander is pushing 
for everyone to Be the One. That can be 
accomplished by participating in Buddy 
Check Week. There was one in October 
and another one in November. You never 

know when some small gesture is the 
one to save a Veteran’s life.

As we all know, National has approved 
a $5 dues increase for membership 2025 
at National Convention. Department 
will be asking for a $5 dues increase as 
well at Department Convention. The 
Department has seen dropping member-

ship and rising costs in the last 20 years. 
I hope to receive your support to keep 
a functional Department operating for 
years to come. I hope you all utilized the 
rights we all fought for and got out to 

vote, no matter who/what you support, 
in the November elections.

For God and Country,
Gratefully yours,
Department Commander, Jason Rue

Jason Rue
Department Commander 

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER

1ST VICE COMMANDER 2ND VICE COMMANDER
TOGETHER WE 

CAN ACHIEVE ANY-
THING - My fellow 
remarkable comrades; 
not only because of 
your years of service 
and dedication to 
the American Legion 
and this great nation 
America, but because 

of your “stick-to-it-ness” through all 
the ups and downs. We still have a lot 
of work to do in the coming months. 
Four months into the 2023 membership 
year, Department of Ohio is #29 in the 
nation at roughly 65% of quota: we are 

at 49,954 and our target is 76,275. As 
of halfway through October, Districts 
that have passed the target dates with 
62.26% thru 57.34%: 2, 1, 5, 13, 12, 8, 9, 
11, 3, 10. Districts below targets dates 
54.06% thru 52.89%: 6, 7, 14. Thank 
you for your efforts thus far. Remember 
we have to RETAIN, RECRUIT, REIN-
STATE, do the Buddy Checks and Post 
Revitalizations for this will keep you in 
touch with members that are not able to 
attend meetings or visit at your Posts.

Thank you in advance,
Arnold Whatley, Department 1st Vice 

Commander

Arnold Whatley
1st Vice Commander 

Stan Oren
2nd Vice Commander 

Greetings, fellow 
Legionnaires. I had 
the opportunity to ad-
dress those that came 
out October 7th for 
Marathon Petroleum 
Company’s 5K/Run-
Ruck event in Findlay 
sponsoring the Honor 
Flight program for 

veterans. This is the third year for the 
event and the number of participants 
more than doubled from last year. The 
local Flag City Honor Flight annually 
takes approximately 350 Veterans to 
Washington, D.C. at no cost to the Vet-
erans. 

Upcoming Department activities in-

clude the 2024 Bowling Tournament 
hosted by Post 72 Cincinnati and to be 
held at the Cherry Grove Lanes Eastgate 
Cincinnati in February 10th and 11th, 
17th and 18th and 24th and 25th. We 
are looking for Posts to sponsor a Eu-
chre and a Trapshoot tournament. Bid 
packages will be coming out for the golf 
tournament and a cornhole tournament. 
We are circulating some new ideas, pos-
sibly looking at a fishing tournament, a 
ruck march and a paintball tournament. 

I hope you enjoyed time with family 
and friends on Veterans Day and be safe 
for the upcoming Holidays! 

Stan Oren, Department 2nd Vice Com-
mander

Hello Members,
I would like to take 

the time to go over 
what Posts must have 
on file to continue op-
erating. Posts need to 
have a certificate of 
continued existence. 
All Posts need to be 
incorporated. Posts 

need to have the Post’s 990s filed every 
year with the federal government. Posts 

need to submit a new Constitution and 
Bylaws every five years to the Depart-
ment. The Department needs an up-to-
date officers list. You must file the Post’s 
Consolidated Post Report (CPR) every 
year - this is a federal requirement. 

There are many other types of forms 
you must have on file. The forms depend 
on whether you have a brick-and-mortar 
building or a canteen. If you have a SAL 
or a Legion Riders, you are responsible 
for reporting their information as they 

John Robinson
Department Adjutant

ROBINSON’S RECAP

are programs of your Post. 
Please make sure you have adequate 

insurance for liability and theft. If you 
are a Post that doesn’t have a building, 
but you do events, look at getting a pol-
icy to cover the event. If a Post is not 
incorporated and an accident happens, 
and there was no insurance purchased, 
it would then fall to the members of the 
Post to cover the cost of the accident. So 
please look into incorporating your Post 

and protect your American Legion. 
If you need help with any of these 

forms, please contact the Department 
and the Department will direct you to 
the person that is best able to assist you.

V/R,
John D. Robinson, Department Adju-

tant
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Howzit!
Starting a new year 

gets chaotic at times, 
but when you look 
back at what we’ve ac-
complished so far, it’s 
just our history evolv-
ing. 

Commander Jason 
has hit the ground 

literally galloping, as he introduced his 
special project, “Stockhands Horses for 
Healing” during his homecoming on 
September 16th at Winnow-Arn Post 
541, his home post in Continental, 
where he raised $3,000 at the drop of a 
hat. Congratulations Commander, that 
truly was history making! Don’t forget 
to send your donations to department 
earmarked “Commander Rue’s Special 
Project.” 

Moving along and not skipping a beat, 
earlier that day the Cleveland Rowing 
Foundation for the 27th Head of the 
Cuyahoga Regatta in the Mixed Veterans 
8+ team class was won by The Ameri-
can Legion team, taking back the trophy 
from last year’s winner Freedom Rows, 
made up of veterans and Legionnaires. 
TAL won by nearly 2 minutes over their 
competitors! Their winning time was 
20.05.8 over a 4,770-meter course with 
5 major turns. Thank you to Assistant 
Legion Historian, Bob White and As-

sistant Auxiliary Historian, Cindy Slaby 
Boehnlein who covered the win. We look 
forward to next year’s regatta right after 
National Convention. 

We learned that Fostoria Post 73 was 
celebrating their 100th Birthday Cel-
ebration and headed out to catch the 
event. However, it was postponed and 
instead there was a Poker Run for the 
beloved “Dennis Nye,” a Legionnaire of 
Edward Grine Post 364 in New Reigel, 
and an American Legion Rider of Fosto-
ria Post 73, both in District 5. You see, 

Dennis, US Army 75th Airborne Ranger 
(70-71 Vietnam, Co. G) and his ALR 
buddies, US Army Jim Nusser, and US 
Marine Mike Lauterbur (71-73) came up 
with an idea to raise funds for the Sen-
eca Honor Bus for Veterans and their 
companions to Washington D.C. It was 
a dream for Dennis and his wife, Percilla 
to go together on this tour to visit the 
memorials and monuments. However, 
Jim Nusser passed away on June 3, 2021, 
and Dennis passed away on February 
19, 2022. Percilla went on the honor bus 
with their daughter Jennifer. We had the 
honor to meet Dennis’ family and listen 
to their stories about his legacy. These 
are the moments of history we want to 
remember for years to come. 

Speaking of family, have you noticed 
the husband-and-wife teams in our 
Ohio Legion Family? A great example 
are Jerry and Jean Wilson (P199/D4), 
Steve and Cindy Masowick (P685/
D14), Dennis and Alice Teynor (P181/
D5), Jason and Mindi Rue (P541/D1), 
Bob and Ruby Witherow (P551/D10). 
This is a popular trend of couples work-
ing together being unified in something 
they believe in. It is also setting an ex-
ample for others like Larry and Brenda 
Stottsberry (P221/D10), Thom and Lee-
Ann Stan (P283/D11), and William and 
Brandy Little (P764/D6). My point is 
about members working in teams. When 

we visit posts across the state it’s great 
to see members working the mission 
together. This is the history we want to 
preserve for our posterity. Thank you for 
your continued support of gathering and 
recording our history. And thank you to 
Bob White for his assistance in the field, 
and of course, the Auxiliary Historian, 
my wife, Dayna.

Respectfully for God and Country, 
Al Beyer, Department Historian
Albeyer49@gmail.com
419-566-9523

Al Beyer 
Department Historian

DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN

Bob White, Dept of Ohio Assistant Histo-
rian, member of Post 196 , presenting team 
“The American Legion” the 1st place tro-
phy. (TAL is in blue) Photo Credit: Cynthia 
Boehnlein.

Dennis Nye’s Family at the Poker Run, which 
raised over $8,000 towards Seneca County 
Honor Bus. Front row, (l to r) Dorothy Bouil-
lon (Nye’s sister), Percilla Nye (wife ), Pearl 
Nye (mother). Middle row, Holly Fetro 
(daughter), Cory Nye (son), Jennifer Pahl 
(daughter), Joe Nye (brother). Back row, 
Mike Lauterbur (best friend who started the 
honor bus with Nye), Mark Nye (brother), 
Danny Nye (brother), Brian Nye (brother).

Just a Bit of Order
Gary A. Minadeo, 

Parliamentarian hap-
py2help@att.net

440-840-6164
Decisions in Mo-

tion - RONR p. 32-
57, OG p, 139-140

Official meetings are 
held to provide information from commit-
tees, special guests, or by members for 
the good of the order (general announce-
ments). This information does not need to 
be “decided” upon as it is simply received 
as informative. However, when decisions 
must be made that obligate the organiza-
tion’s time, talent or resources, a motion is 
made and then must be seconded to start 
the discussion. It is highly recommended 
that the motion be in written form so 
the chair can clearly state and the secre-

tary can accurately record the motion. If 
the motion is not seconded then it “falls 
to the floor” with no action taken. Once 
seconded, the chair must clearly restate 
the motion before opening discussion by 
offering the motion’s creator the opportu-
nity to speak first and last. Prior to the 
restating of the question (motion) by the 
chair the motion’s creator owns the mo-
tion and may remove it for consideration 
without the assembly’s permission. How-
ever, once the chair restates the motion it 
is considered owned by the assembly and 
can only be removed from consideration 
by a majority vote. The discussion ensues 
in the customary format of alternating 
the speakers between pro and con until 
all have had opportunity to speak and the 
chair calls for a vote, the time limit for de-
bate has been reached, or the question is 
called for a vote thus ending debate. 

Calling the Question RONR p. 197-
209

WARNING Calling the Question, or 
“Previous Question” as stated in RONR, 
is a motion in itself to immediately close 
the debate and vote on the main motion. 
Calling the Question cannot be made 
while another has the floor, must be sec-
onded, is not debatable, and must pass 
with 2/3 of those voting. All too often 
meetings at all levels have simply gone to 
the main motion vote after a Calling the 
Question thus wrongly denying the as-
sembly its right to determine if it wants 
to close debate. Let us remember that our 
purpose in assembly is to conduct orderly 
business among comrades who respect 
the equal rights of all members to proper-
ly and thoroughly debate a motion for offi-
cial action by the organization. Therefore, 
allowing for full, sufficient, and relevant 

debate is in good order. This is why the 
abrupt closure demands a 2/3 vote. When 
debate is officially stopped, all amend-
ments are voted on from the most recent 
back to the main motion. Once the main 
motion is voted the Previous Question is 
considered exhausted and the next order 
of business is taken up by the assembly.

May your future meetings have a more 
fluid motion!

Recommended References
• Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Re-

vised –RONR (11th Ed)
(Emblem Sales ES)
• Officers Guide (OG) (ES)
• Parliamentary Procedure-–A Matter 

of Order (ES)
• RONR In-Brief (local bookstore or 

internet)
• Robert’s Rules for Dummies (book-

store or on line)

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Gary Minadeo
Parliamentarian
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Chaplain’s Report;
I am sitting here 

today, watching and 
listening to horrible 
descriptions of in-
humane cruelty that 
some seem to believe 
is o.k. The Lord con-
tinually reminds us 

that caring and love will always produce 

much more GOOD than rockets and 
bullets ever will. The Lord will always 
guide us towards PEACE - A PEACE 
FOR ALL MANKIND. Please join me 
when you pray for everyone to follow the 
guidance of your Lord so that “WE” all 
will be able to smile again.

Respectfully,
Ron Distel, Department of Ohio Chap-

lain

CHAPLAIN

Ron Distel
Department Chaplain

As Detachment 
Commander, I won-
der, where has the 
warm weather gone?

It has been a very 
busy year so far. 
We’ve visited several 
places. Our major trip 
was National Con-

vention in Charlotte, North Carolina. I 
came back with a lot of information and 
knowledge to share with the rest of the 
Detachment. 

I would like to thank Commander Ja-
son for letting Susan, (Our SAL first 
Lady) and myself attend his homecom-
ing and also for Commander Jason (and 
the Department First Lady, Mindi) for 
attending my homecoming. Both of 
them had great attendance and I hope 
everyone had a great time. Susan and I 
would like to thank everyone for all the 

cards and gifts. We are beyond grateful 
for each one of you. 

I recently returned from NEC Confer-
ence in Indianapolis, Indiana. It was a 
great two days of knowledge and learn-
ing and associating with our fellow SAL 
Brothers. 

I wanted to mention again about my 
special project, Task Force 20. For more 
information, please visit their website: 
www.TF20.org. 

I look forward to visiting other Posts 
and Squadrons throughout Ohio. I ap-
preciate all the support you have given 
me so far. The hospitality I receive is 
wonderful and much appreciated. 

If you need anything, do not hesitate 
to contact me at davidleedilts@hotmail.
com.

-David Dilts
davidleedilts@hotmail.com
740-319-1255

DETACHMENT CMDR.

David L. Dilts
Sons of the American 
Legion Detachment 

Commander

Jane Ridenour
Auxiliary President

AUXILIARY PRES.
Greetings from the 

American Legion 
Auxiliary Department 
of Ohio!! After a very 
successful Department 
Fall School of Instruc-
tions, our members 
are fired up to take 
what they learned back 

to their Districts and Units to get them 
geared up for the coming year with new 
and exciting ideas for our programs. “Be 
The One” was the central theme among 

the District conferences that I attended. 
I couldn’t be more thrilled that the focus 
this year is so unified…not only in Ohio 
but across the nation! Working together 
we can accomplish so much! So, let’s get 
revved up, let’s reach out to that “young-
er” generation and get them signed up as 
members, let’s show them we welcome 
them into the fold. Let’s mentor them, 
support them, encourage them so that 
we can continue these organizations for 
many years to come and do what we do 
best…support our veterans, military and 

their families!  And to our military and 
veterans…THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SERVICE!!

Jane Ridenour, President
Department of Ohio American Legion 

Auxiliary

MEMBERSHIP CORNER
Hunter Woods
Membership 
Coordinator
P: 740-513-1787
E: hwoods@
ohiolegion.com

Members,
I am excited to say we have officially 

passed 60% of quota as a state. I fully 
believe that if we maintain this amount 
of growth that we will meet this year’s 

quota! The hard work and dedication of 
you as members is the very driving force 
that not only keeps our membership 
moving but the Ohio American Legion 
as a whole. 

As we continue to move forward this 
membership year, it is important to con-
tinue making our Buddy Checks. Think 
of the members that you have not seen at 
the post in a while or the ones who are 
on your rooster but have not made it to 
the Post. Give them a call, and better yet 
take them a cup of coffee and visit with 

them! Life can be hectic, but in the end, 
we are family, and it is important to look 
after one another. Again, thank you for 
your hard work this far in the member-
ship year. Let’s keep marching on!

An update on the world of Post Ac-
tivities! Bowling applications are live on 
ohiolegion.com. This year’s tournament 
will be held at Cherry Grove Lanes locat-
ed at 4005 Hopper Hill Rd. Cincinnati, 
OH 45255. The hotel will be the Holiday 
Inn & Suites Cincinnati Eastgate Locat-
ed at 4501 Eastgate Blvd. Cincinnati, OH 

45245. The dates the tournament will be 
held are the following Feb/9 – Feb/11; 
Feb/16 – Feb/18; Feb/23 – Feb/25. 

We would also like to send a large 
thank you to this year’s Host Post 0072!! 
We are accepting bid packets for next 
year’s bowling tournaments - please con-
tact your District 1st Vice or Command-
er for a bid packet. That being said, be 
sure to register and ensure your spot in 
this year’s tournament!

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
“The SitRep”

Board of Veterans Appeals update.
2023: $563,644.25 Success Rate 83%
2022: $3,594,061.94 Success Rate 83%
2021: $3,270,437 Success Rate 92% 
2020: $2,331,260.93 Success Rate 83%
2019: $2,741,720.23, Success Rate 

74%
2018: $2,307,076.76, Success Rate 

75%

2017: $5,635,796.35 Success Rate 85%
Total Winnings for Veterans 

$20,085,184.00 

PSO School was held 
September 16, 2023

The Annual Department Post Service 
Officer Training was a huge success. 
The Department Service Officer team 
provided Benefit based training to 46 

Post Service Officer throughout Ohio. 
Be on the lookout for the 2024 PSO 
training dates. 

My HealtheVet is Moving 
to VA.gov Website

The My HealtheVet portal used by 
veterans to track and obtain medical re-
cords, pharmacy tools and other resourc-
es is moving to VA.gov. Veterans will still 

have the same access to their records 
when the log in to the My HealtheVet on 
VA.gov. The move was implemented to 
bring all the VA resources together in on 
location. VA.gov is mainly used to man-
age your other VA benefits and services. 
The change is to streamline access for 
veterans using the VA system.

(Continued on next page)
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Preparing your Family for 
Transition to Post Everlasting

Death is never a topic that we want to 
discuss nor face, but we all know that 
day will come. It is important that our 
loved ones are prepared and know spe-
cific information regarding your service 
to our County. A Department Service 
Officer put this Funeral Planning Guide 
together to assist veterans in collect-

ing and annotating important informa-
tion your family may need to plan your 
burial. The Guide serves as a one stop 
for your vital information, historical in-
formation, military service and includes 
contact information for the VA, Depart-
ment and National assistance. A link to 
the guide will be located on the Ameri-
can Legion Department of Ohio web-
page under the Department Service Of-
ficer Page which is located in the 4 Pillar 

tab under VA&R. 

Vet Tix Cheap Discounted 
Tickets for Veterans 

Vet Tix is a website in which veter-
ans can get donated tickets to sporting 
events, comedy shows, and concert at 
a low convivence charge ranging from 
$3.97 to $14.97 with a max of four 
tickets per veteran. Provided is a link: 
https://www.vettix.org/visitor/home 

WILLIAM GENOCHIO 
GySgt, USMC (Ret)
Veterans Benefits 
Administrative 
Coordinator
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation 
Coordinator
Dept. Service Officer / ALR Liaison
Cleveland VA Regional Office
Ph: 216-522-3504
Email: genochio@ohiolegion.com

VA&R cont’d

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
William Genochio 
GySgt, USMC (Ret)
American Legion 
Riders Liaison to 
Department HQ/
DEC
Veterans Benefits 
Administrative Coordinator
Dept. Service Officer /  
Office Supervisor 
Cleveland VA Regional Office
Ph: 216-522-3504
Email: genochio@ohiolegion.com
Legion Riders Page  https://www.
ohiolegion.com/programs/legion-
riders/

American Legion Riders Contact 
Information
Michael Lincoln, Director of State 
Program
legionriders@ohiolegion.com / 
Mikelincoln007@gmail.com /  
614-632-4768
William Genochio, Department 

Liaison 
genochio@ohiolegion.com /  
740-816-7589
Thom Fowler, Deputy Director 
Thomfowler74@gmail.com /  
937-751-5548
Heath Strawser, Sergeant at Arms 
Hstraw91@gmail.com / 740-243-2903
Brad Webb / Deputy Sergeant of 
Arms
Bradwebb88@yahoo.com /  
740-2369-3322
Candance Messer / Secretary 
ohalrcommofficer@att.net /  
937-791-3227

Welcome to the ALR 
Family New Charters

American Legion Riders are one of 
the fastest-growing programs under the 
American Legion since WWII, increas-
ing membership numbers at a phenom-
enal rate. 

For 2023 Ohio has welcomed five new 
charters: Post 584 Marion, Post 21 Ath-

ens, Post 105 London, Post 301 Aus-
tintown, Post 8 Wellington. Congratu-
lations and welcome to the Ohio ALR 
Family.

OHIO ALR 2024 ROMP
The 2024 ROMP will be held by Post 

29, Zanesville. You can follow the prog-
ress via the Facebook Link https://
www.facebook.com/people/Ohio-ALR-
ROMP-2024/100075928788189/

POSSIBLE NEW CHARITY 
Ohio ALR to team up with possible 

new charity to take place of National. 
“SAW” Save A Warrior: A few ALR 

brothers went out to visit this non-profit 
organization located in Hillsboro Ohio. 
The team at Save A Warrior is dedicat-
ed to the prevention of veteran suicide 
and the preservation of life through 
the development and implementation 
of a groundbreaking, comprehensive 
program at their non-profit organiza-
tion. Check out their website https://
saveawarrior.org/, if you have questions 

or want to know more, there will be a 
speaker from SAW attending the ALR 
Winter Conference.

UNITY PATCHES 
Winter months are fast approaching 

but there are still rides and ALR Posts 
events going on to work on your Unity 
Patch. Applications need to be turned in 
by December 15th to receive your Patch 
at Winter Conference in January. 

OHIO vs. Michigan
There is an ALR tradition with the 

original Legion Rider Post in Garden 
City Michigan Post 396. Every year 
Ohio ALR and Michigan ALR get to-
gether to watch the Ohio State Michigan 
game in the State where the game is be-
ing played. This year it’s in Michigan so 
it will be at the Garden post on Saturday 
November 25th @ 12:00. There will be 
a silent auction and food is served 50/50 
etc. Come on OHIO let’s flood our ALR 
Founders Post with OHIO red this year.

NATIONAL SECURITY
The National Security Commission is 

responsible for reviewing items pertain-
ing to various security issues that involve 
such items as cyber security, security 
of our borders, our armed forces, their 
equipment and numbers so we don’t get 
into a position where we can’t maintain 
our presence in areas needed to ensure 
our safety. The Commission is also in-
volved in military benefits and quality 
of life items that face our armed forces, 
as well as the veterans that have served. 
These issues are addressed by either 
creating resolutions to address the items 
or approving submitted resolutions by 

other committees or individuals. These 
resolutions are presented at the depart-
ment convention to be accepted and, 
once accepted, moved on to the national 
convention. If the resolution is passed at 
the national level, it will then be present-
ed to congress for possible action.

Other programs that the National Se-
curity Commission is responsible for 
maintaining are-

Operation Comfort Warriors
Operation Comfort Warriors is a pro-

gram dedicated to meeting the needs 
of wounded, injured or ill military per-
sonnel by providing them with comfort 

items not usually supplied by the gov-
ernment. OCW ensures that patients 
at U.S. military hospitals and warrior 
transition units are given items like 
sweat suits, DVDs, puzzles, electronic 
devices, books, playing cards and more. 
OCW also provides larger items such as 
ping pong tables, entertainment centers, 
computers, kayaks and other recreation-
al goods for use by wounded warriors in 
common areas.

National Emergency Fund
The National Emergency Fund, created 

in response to Hurricane Hugo in 1989, 
has provided more than $8 million in 

direct financial assistance to American 
Legion Family members and posts. By 
providing this emergency funding, NEF 
has prevented damaged posts from clos-
ing and enabled American Legion Fam-
ily members to recover from tragedy.

POW/MIA Advocacy
The American Legion is committed to 

achieving a full accounting of all POW/
MIAs from the Gulf Wars, Vietnam War, 
Cold War, Korean War and World War II.

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency is a website that you can go to 
in order to get a list of all POW/MIA’s 
in your area, read stories about their 
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current recovery efforts, and updates on 
bringing our brothers and sisters home. 
https://www.dpaa.mil/ 

POW/MIA Empty Chair
Resolution 288, adopted at the 67th 

American Legion National Convention, 
calls for designating a POW/MIA Emp-
ty Chair at all official meetings of The 

American Legion as a physical symbol of 
the thousands of American POW/MIAs 
still unaccounted for from all wars and 
conflicts involving the United States.

Department Law and Order 
Awards Program

The American Legion seeks to recog-
nize well-rounded public service can-

didates who have exceeded about and 
beyond the expected duties of their posi-
tion for public recognition. Post, County, 
District, and Department may recognize 
a Law Enforcement Officer of the Year, 
Firefighter of the Year, and Civilian Life 
Saver of the Year. 

The Department National Security 

Commission strongly encourages every 
Post and District to recognize a Law En-
forcement Officer of the Year, Firefighter 
of the Year, and Civilian Lifesaver of the 
Year for a record of commendable ser-
vice. 

The mission of the Legislative Com-
mission is to review all State, Federal, 
House, and Senate Bills pending to 
gauge the level of support from The 
American Legion Department of Ohio 
as well as lobbying tasks on behalf of the 
80K+ Legionnaires within Ohio.

The Legislative Commission members 

meet at least annually and are tasked 
with maintaining open lines of commu-
nication with local Legislators in their 
Districts to inform them of how The 
American Legion is at the forefront of 
helping veterans, their families, and our 
children & youth and to encourage par-
ticipation in our programs.

The Legislative Commission urges Le-
gionnaires to create their own individual 
account on the Ohio General Assembly 
website and Congress website at https://
www.legislature.ohio.gov/my-ohio-
legislature and https://www.congress.
gov/. There, you will be able to view the 
current legislative activities as well as 

search current legislation.
For more information on your online 

legislative resources, please visit our 
website at ohiolegion.com/legislative or 
contact your District Legislative Chair-
man. 

The Legislative Commission

AMERICANISM

Flag Display and Respect
(a) The Flag should never be displayed 

with the union down, except as a signal 
of dire distress in instances of extreme 
danger to life or property.

(b) The Flag should never touch any-
thing beneath it, such as the ground, the 
floor, water, or merchandise.

(c) The Flag should never be carried 
flat or horizontally, but always aloft and 
free.

(d) The Flag should never be used as 

wearing apparel, bedding, or drapery. It 
should never be festooned, drawn back, 
nor up, in folds, but always allowed to 
fall free.

Bunting of blue, white, and red is al-
ways arranged with the blue above, the 
white in the middle, and the red below 
should be used for covering a speaker’s 
desk, draping the front of the platform, 
and for decoration in general.

(e) The Flag should never be fastened, 
displayed, used, or stored in such a man-
ner as to permit it to be easily torn, 
soiled, or damaged in any way.

(f) The Flag should never be used as a 
covering for a ceiling.

(g) The Flag should never have placed 
upon it, nor on any part of it, nor at-
tached to it any mark, insignia, letter, 
word, figure, design, picture, or drawing 
of any nature.

(h) The Flag should never be used as a 
receptacle for receiving, holding, carry-
ing, or delivering anything.

(i) The Flag should never be used 
for advertising purposes in any man-
ner whatsoever. It should not be em-
broidered on such articles as cushions 
or handkerchiefs and the like, printed 
or otherwise impressed on paper nap-
kins or boxes or anything designed for 
temporary use and discard. Advertising 
signs should not be fastened to a staff 
or halyard from which the Flag is flown.

(j) No part of the Flag should ever be 
used as a costume or athletic uniform. 
However, a flag patch may be affixed to 
the uniform of military personnel, fire-
men, policemen, and members of patri-
otic organizations. The Flag represents 
a living country and is itself considered 
a living thing. Therefore, the lapel flag 

pin being a replica, should be worn on 
the left lapel near the heart.

(k) The Flag, when it is in such condi-
tion that it is no longer a fitting emblem 
for display, should be destroyed in a dig-
nified way, preferably by burning. (Dis-
posal of Unserviceable Flags Ceremony)

Flag Retirement 
• In proper tribute and in memory and 

love, our Flag becomes faded and worn 
and must be honorably retired from life.

• The approved method of disposing 
of unserviceable Flags has been by burn-
ing. 

• Such retirement of Flags that have 
become unserviceable may be done in 
public with respectful and honorable 
rites. 

• The most appropriate day to per-
form this ceremony is National Flag Day, 
June 14th. 

Christie White
Americanism and 
Children & Youth 
Coordinator
W: 740-513-5199 
C: 740-815-0341
E: programs@
ohiolegion.com

Oratorical
The American Legion, Department 

of Ohio, during this school year, again 
sponsors an Oratorical Contest for high 
school students in Ohio. The purpose 
of the contest is to develop knowledge 
and appreciation of the United States 
Constitution, the ability to think and 
speak clearly and critically, and the ac-

ceptance of the duties, responsibilities, 
rights, and privileges of American citi-
zenship. The contest meets guidelines 
of the Ohio High School Activities As-
sociation. The Legion contest is a part-
ner with the National Speech & Debate 
Association, the honor society for high- 
school students (formerly the National 

Forensic League). The 2024 assigned 
topics are Amendment II, Amendment 
XXIII, Amendment XXV Section 3, and 
Amendment V. The American Legion 
Department awards the first-place win-
ner $2,000 at the state finals. The sec-
ond-place winner receives $1,000 and 
the remainder of the contestants equally 

divide $1,500. 
The American Legion Department of 

Ohio’s Oratorical Contest will be held 
Sunday March 17th, 2024, at Depart-
ment Headquarters. Spectators and vol-
unteers are welcome.

More information on Oratorical can be 
found at ohiolegion.com/oratorical.

For any questions, contact Christie White, Americanism/Children & Youth Coordinator at programs@ohiolegion.com
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Buckeye Boys State
American Legion Buckeye Boys State 

will be June 9th- June 16th, 2024, at 
Miami University. The Buckeye Boys 
State application process for delegates 
will be online again. Once you receive 
your enrollment form, please return it 
with the number of delegates your post 
plans on sending along with your pay-
ment by March 15th. You will receive 
back forms that have a specific code for 
each delegate to log into the website and 
enter their information electronically. 
Each code is specific for each delegate, 
so the forms CANNOT BE COPIED. 
Enrollment Forms need to be turned in 
before Citizenship codes can be sent to 

the delegates.
American Legion Buckeye Boys State 

also created QR codes to educate stu-
dents and schools that are unfamiliar 
with BBS. These codes are for educa-
tional and recruitment purposes only 
and are not delegate applications.

Registration for the 
2024 American Legion 
Baseball season opened 
Jan. 1.

The early deadline for 
registration is May 15. 
Teams registered after 
May 15 will be subject 
to a $200 late fee through 
the final deadline of June 1. 

Insurance purchases will be 
available Feb. 15.

As part of the education and training 
requirements of Public Law 115-126, the 
Protecting Young Victims from Sexual 

Abuse and Safe Sport Au-
thorization Act of 2017, 

all coaches, managers 
and volunteer staff 
members must com-
plete the Abuse Aware-
ness course. 

The Department Ju-
nior Tournament will be 

July 18th – 20th, 2024. 
The Department Senior Tour-

nament will be July 26th – July 
29th, 2024. 

Both tournaments are played at Bea-
vers Field in Lancaster Ohio.

LEGION BASEBALL

Celebrating Victory at the Cuyahoga Regatta: The American Legion Trophy Winner
It is with great pleasure that we, The 

American Legion Department of Ohio, 
extend our heartfelt congratulations to 
the winners of The American Legion 
Trophy at the prestigious Cuyahoga 
Regatta in Cleveland, Ohio 16 Septem-
ber 2023. This remarkable achievement 
embodies the spirit of athleticism, ca-
maraderie, and dedication that The 
American Legion holds dear in the con-
tinuing support of Operation Comfort 
Warrior. We are proud to recognize the 
extraordinary performance of this ex-
ceptional team, who have set an admi-
rable example for others to follow.

Capturing the Glory:
The winners of The American Legion 

Trophy at the Cuyahoga Regatta were 
none other than the outstanding team 
of: Team American Legion. Their un-
wavering determination and commit-
ment to excellence propelled them to 
an exceptional victory, securing their 
place in history.

Their remarkable time of 20.05.8, 
which showcased their speed and pre-
cision, left spectators in awe. Overcom-
ing immense challenges on the water, 
Team American Legion have proven 
themselves to be true champions 
among their peers.

A Team to Remember:
With great pride, I had the pleasure 

and honor to present the talented mem-
bers of Team American Legion who 
demonstrated outstanding teamwork 
throughout the competition:

- Team Members: Seat 1- Nancy Pir-

rone, Seat 2- Barb Rauhe, Seat 3- Jim 
Ryan Seat 4- Pete Rauhe Seat 5- Mela-
nie Chellman Seat 6- Elisa Townsend 
Seat 7- Kevin Kilbane Seat 8- Dick Hal-
da and Coxswain- Larissa Childs

A steadfast group of rowers who 
played a pivotal role in the team’s suc-
cess. Their unwavering determination 
and dedication to the sport have con-
tributed significantly to this achieve-
ment. And supporting Operation Com-
fort Warrior, (OCW).

To commemorate this momentous oc-
casion, I have attached some captivat-
ing pictures of the winning team during 
their victorious journey. While history 
is often depicted through words, these 
photographs tell a story on their own, 
capturing the essence of persever-
ance and triumph. Also, pictured are 
Mixed Veterans 8 Team Freedom Row 
that took second place, also a group of 
Mixed Veterans 8. And a Big Thank 
you to Jenifer Forbes, Executive Direc-
tor, Cleveland Rowing Foundation.

Inclusive Recognition:
As the Assistant Historian for the 

American Legion Department of Ohio, 
it is an honor to share the accomplish-
ments of this incredible team. Their 
success would not have been possible 

without the 
support and 
dedication of 
their coach-
es, mentors, 
families, and 
friends. We 
a c k n o w l -
edge and ap-

preciate the invaluable contributions of 
everyone involved, as they have united 
to inspire greatness.

In conclusion, on behalf of The 
American Legion, Operation Comfort 
Warrior we extend our warmest con-
gratulations to Team American Legion 
for their remarkable victory at the 
Cuyahoga Regatta. Your outstanding 
performance and unwavering deter-
mination have brought honor not only 
to yourselves but to the entire Ameri-
can Legion community. We proudly 
celebrate this achievement and look 
forward to witnessing your continued 
success in the future.

-Article by Robert ‘Bob’ White, Assis-
tant Department Historian

Bob White with the New Executive Director 
of the Cuyahoga Regatta Jen Jacobs, stag-
ing for the Mixed Veterans 8 Race Team
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
2023 AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF OHIO 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
High School 

Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

High School 
Award

College/
University 

Award

College/
University 

Award
Donald L. 

Lanthorn Award

Bode Menegay 
of Paris, Ohio is the 

grandson of a Legionnaire. 
He is a Buckeye Boys State 
Alumni, and he is involved 
in Boy Scouts. Bode will be 
attending The University of 

Notre Dame.

Carson Soper 
of Bluffton, Ohio is 
the grandson of a 

Legionnaire and is a 
former Americanism and 
Government participant. 

Carson will be attending the 
University of Findlay.

Hans Holmes 
of Nashport, Ohio is the 
son of a Legionnaire and 
is involved in Boy Scouts. 

Hans will be attending 
Valparaiso University.

Robert DeLuca 
of Sheffield Village, Ohio 

is the grandson of a 
Legionnaire. Robert will be 
attending the University of 

Toledo.

Sophia Batchler 
of Amelia, Ohio is the 
granddaughter of a 

Legionnaire. Sophia will be 
attending The Ohio State 

University.

Emily Harr 
of Defiance, Ohio is 
the daughter of a 

Legionnaire and is a 
former Americanism and 
Government participant. 
Emily will be attending 

Miami University.

Alyssa Sifuentes 
of Napoleon, Ohio is 

the granddaughter of a 
Legionnaire and is involved 
in Girl Scouts. Alyssa will 

be attending The University 
of Notre Dame.

Sarah Thomas 
of Fort Loramie, Ohio 
is the granddaughter 

of a Legionnaire and is 
a former Americanism 
and Government Test 

participant, Buckeye Girls 
State Alumni, and Auxiliary 

member. Sarah will be 
attending the University of 

Findlay.

Kade Williams 
of Dublin, Ohio is the 

grandson of a Legionnaire 
and is involved in Boy 
Scouts, achieving his 

Eagle Scout. Kade will be 
attending The Ohio State 

University.

Megan Sideri 
of Lewis Center, Ohio is 
the granddaughter of a 

Legionnaire and is involved 
in Girl Scouts. Megan is 

currently enrolled at Kent 
State University.

Ashley Sideri 
of Lewis Center, Ohio is 
the granddaughter of a 

Legionnaire and is involved 
in Girl Scouts. Ashley is 

currently enrolled at Miami 
University.

Gavin Bull 
of Delaware, Ohio is the 

grandson of a Legionnaire 
and is involved in Boy 
Scouts, achieving his 

Eagle Scout. Gavin will be 
attending the University of 

Colorado Boulder.

For any questions, contact Christie White, Americanism/Children & Youth Coordinator at programs@ohiolegion.com
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HISTORY
The American Legion Department 

of Ohio Scholarship was established in 
1971 to assist deserving high school 
students and veterans attending institu-
tions of higher learning with the ever-
increasing costs of higher education.

ONE TIME SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
The scholarship offered by the Ameri-

can Legion Department of Ohio is a 
ONE TIME NON- RENEWABLE award.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
DEADLINE

All scholarship applications mailed to 
the American Legion Department of 
Ohio State Headquarters in Delaware, 
Ohio must be received by or postmarked 
by APRIL 15 annually.

SCHOLARSHIP SELECTION 
/ NOTIFICATION

All scholarship applications received 
will be reviewed by the American Le-
gion Department of Ohio Screening 
Committee in mid-May with scholarship 
recipients and non-recipients to be noti-
fied via surface mail or e-mail as soon as 
possible thereafter.

SCHOLARSHIP JUDGING 
CRITERIA

The judging criteria utilized by the 
Ohio American Legion Scholarship 
Screening Committee to choose the re-
cipients for any scholarships awarded 
shall be based upon:

The applicant’s academic achievement 
based on course grades; difficulty of the 
curriculum; ACT scores; participation in 
school activities and activities outside 
of the school and a general impression 
of each applicant’s character obtained 
through a personal statement.

The American Legion Department of 
Ohio Scholarship consists of the follow-
ing categories and the criteria required 
for each category are:

High School Award
High school awards, as chosen by the 

Scholarship Screening Committee of the 
Ohio American Legion, are awarded an-
nually to selected high school seniors, 
including home schooled and online stu-
dents, attending high school within the 
state of Ohio.

Requirements:
• Open statewide.

• Applicant must be a direct descen-
dant of a current paid member of the 
Ohio American Legion or a direct de-
scendant of a deceased member of the 
Ohio American Legion who was in good 
standing at the time of death.

• Applicant must have a high school 
and college (if taking college courses) 
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

• Applicant must have an ACT score 
of 25 or higher.

The amount of each American Legion 
Department of Ohio high school award 
will be contingent upon the annual earn-
ings of the Scholarship Fund.

College Student Award
An American Legion Department of 

Ohio scholarship may be awarded annu-
ally to a college student.

Requirements:
• Open statewide.
• Applicant must be a direct descen-

dant of a current paid member of the 
Ohio American Legion or a direct de-
scendant of a deceased member of the 
Ohio American Legion who was in good 
standing at the time of death.

• Applicant must have a high school 
and college GPA of 3.5 or higher.

• Applicant must have an ACT score 
of 25 or higher.

The amount of each American Legion 
Department of Ohio college award will 
be contingent upon the annual earnings 
of the Scholarship Fund.

Donald L. Lanthorn Award
Donald L. Lanthorn was a lifelong 

resident of Licking County who served 
as the State Director of Veteran’s Affairs 
and Rehabilitation for the Ohio Ameri-
can Legion State Headquarters for forty 
(40) years.

The Donald L. Lanthorn award, as 
chosen by the Scholarship Screening 
Committee of the Ohio American Le-
gion, is awarded annually to one (1) 
selected high school student, including 
home schooled and online students, or 
veteran residing in and attending high 
school in Delaware, Knox, Licking, 
Madison, Marion, Morrow or Union 
counties. Those applicants not selected 
for the Lanthorn scholarship may still 
be eligible for other Department of Ohio 
scholarships.

Requirements:
• Restricted to high school, home 

schooled, online or veterans residing 
in Delaware, Knox, Licking, Madison, 
Marion, Morrow or Union County.

• Applicant must be a direct descen-
dant of a current paid member of the 
Ohio American Legion or a direct de-
scendant of a deceased member of the 
Ohio American Legion who was in good 
standing at the time of death.

• Applicant must have a high school 
and college (if attending college) GPA of 
3.5 or higher.

• Applicant must have an ACT score 
of 25 or higher.

The amount of the Donald L. Lanthorn 
scholarship will be contingent upon the 
annual earnings of the Scholarship Fund.

Durward I. Bernhard Award
Durward I. Bernhard was a lifelong 

resident of Belmont County who at the 
time of his passing, through his estate, 
provided funds to the American Legion 
Department of Ohio with the stipula-
tion these funds be used to directly ben-
efit the higher educational pursuits of 
Belmont County high school students, 
including home schooled or online stu-
dents, or veterans residing in Belmont 
County.

The Durward I. Bernhard award, as 
chosen by the Scholarship Screening 
Committee of the Ohio American Le-
gion, is awarded annually to one (1) 
selected Belmont County high school 
student, including home schooled and 
online students, or veteran residing in 
Belmont County. Those Belmont Coun-
ty applicants not selected for the Bern-
hard scholarship may still be eligible for 
other Department of Ohio scholarships. 

Requirements:
• Restricted to high school, home 

schooled, online students or veterans 

residing in Belmont County.
• Applicant must be a direct descen-

dant of a current paid member of the 
Ohio American Legion or a direct de-
scendant of a deceased member of the 
Ohio American Legion who was in good 
standing at the time of death.

• Applicant must have a high school 
and college (if attending college) GPA of 
3.5 or higher.

• Applicant must have an ACT score 
of 25 or higher.

The amount of the Durward I. Bern-
hard award will be contingent upon the 
annual earning of the Scholarship Fund.

American Legion/Military Award
One (1) award, as chosen by the Schol-

arship Screening Committee of the Ohio 
American Legion, is awarded annually 
to a selected American Legion/Military 
applicant. The applicant must show 
proof of being a current, paid member of 
the Ohio American Legion and of serv-
ing in the United States military.

Requirements:
• Open statewide.
• Applicant must provide a copy of 

current year Ohio American Legion 
membership card.

• Applicant must provide a copy of 
DD214, Report of Separation from Mili-
tary Service or if currently on active 
duty, a copy of the military identifica-
tion card.

• Applicant must have a high school 
and college (if attending college) GPA of 
3.0 or higher.

• Applicant must have an ACT score 
of 23 or higher.

The amount of the award to an Ameri-
can Legion/Military applicant will be 
contingent upon the annual earnings of 
the Scholarship Fund.

THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF OHIO SCHOLARSHIP
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AMERICAN LEGION OHIO DISTRICT NEWS
4TH DISTRICT Al Buxton

4th District Commander

Greetings to all the members of the 
Fabulous Fourth District, we are now at 
the time to start crunching the member-
ship. I think that all the Posts should be 
at 50%+ in membership; process your 
Post renewals when they come in the 
mail, don’t hold onto them. There are a 
few of you that are well under the mark. 
We are at the time we need to be at 75% 
to qualify for the Brown Jug again this 
year. I am asking for your help and sup-
port. Our District over the last several 
years has won the Brown Jug in mem-
bership in their category. I would love to 
see this tradition of excellence continue. 

I ask you to join the Fabulous Fourth 
District team. I ask that we all work to-
gether as a Team so we can do more. 
Not only are we going to be working on 
membership, but I would like us to work 
hard on the Programs of the American 
Legion: Gifts for Yanks, American Le-
gion Buckeye Boys State, American 
Legion Government test, Oratorical, 
American Legion baseball, and more. 
I am here to help you and your Post. If 
you have problems, questions, or con-

cerns please reach out to me. My phone 
number is 513-225-1489 or email me at 
asbuxton@gmail.com. 

Everyone should be an advocate for 
veterans. Each Post should have a Post 
Service Officer to aid a veteran with 
their concerns. The Department has an 
excellent PSO Training held every Sep-
tember. Send your PSO to the training 
session for the latest information. Also, 
all eighty-eight counties in Ohio have a 
Veterans Service Commission to help 
you. 

I also encourage you and your mem-
bers to attend our District meetings. 
There is a lot of incredibly valuable in-
formation that comes out at meetings, 
and we would love to hear what your 
Post may have planned. Our District 
has many District activities each year: 
bowling (November 25 at Cherry Grove 
Lanes), working on golf in early spring, 
Euchre, pool, and darts just to name a 
few. The District will be sending out the 
dates and locations for our meetings and 
we will also send out information about 
where and when the District activities 

will take place. You should have received 
the mailing about Bowling and followed 
up with an e-mail. 

We have a lot to be proud of in the Fab-
ulous Fourth District, let us continue to 
achieve a lot by working together!

Remember: “Be the One! To Save One!” 
For God and Country,
Fabulous Fourth District Commander, 

Al Buxton

6TH DISTRICT
In honor of this year’s Veterans Day, 

I want to take a moment to express my 
heartfelt gratitude for your hard work, 
dedication, and service to the Communi-
ty, State, and Nation. Your commitment 
to your Posts and District is commend-

able. Through every challenge and tri-
umph, you've displayed a spirit of unity 
and resilience that mirrors the same 
spirit that arose The American Legion. 
Your endeavors to keep your Post and 
our District thriving, safe, and prosper-
ous does not go unnoticed. Thank you.

Post 97 Past District Commander, Bart 
Arnt and Past National Vice Command-
er, Jim Morris are being recognized by 
the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion for their service during Vietnam.

“There are no secrets to success. It is 
the result of preparation, hard work, and 
learning from failure.”  – General Colin 
Powell

In Your Service,
Shane Eaton, Sizzlin' Sixth District 

Commander

Shane Eaton
6th District Commander

9TH DISTRICT Bill Dittebrand
9th District Commander

Veterans “Right A Wrong” 
At Hillside Cemetery

Post 540 and Post 700 members “right-
ed” a “wrong” done at Hillside Cem-
etery on July 17th, 2023. The “wrong” 
done was the unauthorized removal of 
some 400 American flags and marking 
stakes identifying veterans’ graves. The 
flags are posted each May just prior to 
Memorial Day. The “right” done was the 
remarking of most of the graves with the 
recovered stakes by veterans on Septem-
ber 9th. Our focus in this first effort was 
to restake World War II graves to pres-
ent graves easily identifiable by plaques 
affixed to headstones or plaques lying 
flat on the ground. Graves prior to World 
War II and dating back to the Revolu-
tionary War lack plaques. The in-ground 
year-round stakes were our means of 
identifying those graves deserving an 
American flag each year. The stakes are 
all gone. Working with Bazetta Township 

(cemetery owner), the Cortland-Bazetta 
Historical Society, a lot of research and 

foot work we may be able to locate some 
of these graves come spring 2024. Surely 
a lot of these graves will be lost forever. 
Anyone aware of the exact location of 
a World War I or earlier veteran grave 

may call 
Colonel Bob 
Mangold, US 
Army, Ret., 
3 3 0 - 6 3 7 -
8956, and 
we can try 
to restake it 
before winter 
sets in.

Some of the 
v o l u n t e e rs 
and Veterans 
pictured are: 
Bob Man-
gold, Jim Campbell, Ben Kulper, John 
Turner, Chris Campbell, Garey Watson, 
Earl Parthemer, Joseph Conti and Dave 
Moore

-Article by Colonel Bob Mangold, US 
Army, Retired, American Legion Post 
540 and reported to Department by Bill 
Dittebrand, Dynamic Ninth District 
Commander
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AMERICAN LEGION OHIO DISTRICT NEWS
12TH DISTRICT Brad Beatty

12th District Commander

Greetings to the Twelfth District of the 
Ohio American Legion,

November is upon us… A few leaves 
left to fall, cold weather creeping in… 
The OSU Buckeyes about to be #1 at 
least for a week… and the goblins disap-
pearing… and finally the holiday season 
is upon us… Exciting times.

The 12th district as of 10/25/2023 is 
in 5th place at 63.11% towards reten-

tion+1, aka, quota. Three posts are cur-
rently showing quota: post 490 at 124 
%, post 1 at 116.79%, and post 486 at 
111.11%. Posts over 200 2024 quota: 
post 144 at 74%, post 171 at 73.52%, 
and post 164 (3rd largest post in 12th 
District at 65.88%). Ladies and Gentle-
men, please renew your membership, 
don’t wait. Your post can get significant 
money. 

Legion programs are underway, inter-
views are taking place… Oratorio, Boys 
State, Girls State and so on. Stay con-
nected to your high school… I am sure 
you were connected to your community 
for Veterans Day. Stay involved with your 
community… charities, Christmas toy 
drives, etc … Let’s be a blessing to our 
Vets, families, community and our Post 
members … have a post gathering and in-
vite those that have not been around in a 
while. Keep your media alive, Facebook, 
Instagram, and your websites. 

And in closing… aside from football, 
exciting times, in November we will 
all hopefully gather with family and 
friends to count our blessings, express 
our thankfulness, and enjoy each other’s 
company. Be sure and reach out to those 
that are less fortunate in those areas… 
With that I wish you all a Very Happy 
Thanksgiving.

For God, Country and Family,
Brad Beatty, 12th “Capitol” District 

Commander

GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 29 - Officers’ and Executive Committee Initiation
Zanesville American Legion Post 29 recently in-
ducted officers and executive committee mem-

bers for the year during a ceremony at the Legion 
Hall. 

Front row, L-R - Adjutant Kim Brandfass, Past Com-
mander Eddie Grimes, Sergeant at Arms Harry Brennan, 
and Past 11th District Commander George Bradley.
Back row, L-R - Tony Evans, executive committee, Chap-
lain Gary Roberts, Commander Mike Watts, 2nd Vice 

Commander Rick Miller, Mark Loeffler and Jon Smith, 
executive committee, Finance Officer and executive 
committee Gary Keffer, and 1st Vice Commander Larry 
Wheeler.
Not pictured - Finance Officer Mike Weaver

Post 644 – Salutes 
America’s Military 

Women Armed Services 
Integration Act 

Anniversary
On June 12, 1948, Congress 
passed the Women’s Armed 
Forces Integration Act. With pas-
sage of the bill, all women could 
serve in peace time. Previously 
the only women who were al-
lowed to serve in peace time 
were nurses. To commemorate 
the 75th anniversary, Greater 
Cincinnati Women’s American 
Legion Post 644 designed a spe-
cial bookmark. Members of the 
Post distributed the bookmarks 
to women veterans at Cincinnati 
VA Medical Center, Cincinnati Vet 
Center, Norwood VA Clinic, and 
Annabelle’s Place.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION

Post 23 – Holiday 
Donation

James Dickey Post 23 Commander, John Simon 
donated a $2,500 check to the Chillicothe VA for 
their upcoming Christmas party dinner.

Post 285 - Flag Retirement Ceremony
On Monday, August 21st, 2023, the officers and 
members of Hebron American Legion Post 285 
conducted a flag burning ceremony to properly 
retire distressed American flags. Post 285 would 

also like to thank the public for attending and in-
form everyone that there is a receptacle for dis-
tressed flags at the Post.

Pictured (l to r): Will Kiger, Lowell Stout, Bob Drushal (Bronze Star recepient), Henry Muncie, Dennis Sweatt, Jerry 
Mears, Ted Nutter, Jerry Hersey (Chaplain), Randy Lawrence, Jim Layton, Brandon Daubenmire (Post Commander), 
John Dorris (Vice Commander), Donnard Myers, Mike Duane, Mark Dorris, Rick Stoner, Rhonda Wright (Adjuant), 
Dan Petrey, Mike Wright (Post Service Officer).

Post 221 – Youth Flag Etiquette
On September 21st, 2023, members from Massil-
lon Post 221 Jeff Runser, Mark Ekland, and Com-
mander Stottsberry shared proper flag etiquette 
with the fourth graders at Fairless Elementary.



PAGE 14											           October | November | December 2023OHIO LEGION NEWS

Post 700 – Christmas In 
July

Howland American Legion Post 700, to show 
their appreciation to veterans, visited two lo-
cal nursing homes on August 1st, 2023, where 
they delivered shopping bags filled with gifts to 
veterans who live there. Each shopping bag con-
tained a blanket, candy, and toiletries. Cake was 
served and the veterans were thanked for their 
service. Some of the Legion & Auxiliary mem-
bers present shown here are (back row): Bill 
Lewis, Elaine Harry, John Turner, Roger Stanley, 
Chuck Sayers, & Dorothy Mehlenbacher (front 
row): Jim Campbell, Christina Campbell and 
soon to be 102 years old is World War II veteran 
Donald Freer. Mr. Freer was a B-17 pilot who be-
came a POW after his plane was shot down by 
the Germans. He is a nursing home resident and 
longtime member of Howland American Legion 
Post 700.

Post 382 – BBS Attendees 
Recognition & 

Charitable Donations

2023 Buckeye Boys State Presentations (l to r) Com-
mander Larry Core, BBS attendees; Riley Greer, Gage 
Van Atta & BBS Chairman Dennis Morrison

The Bluffton American Legion Post 382 pre-
sented Ten Non-Profit Organizations with 
checks from its Annual Fred Arnold Charitable 
Golf Scramble. Pat Rodabaugh was present to 
receive a check for the Bluffton Scrap Artists 
Club. Checks were also mailed to the American 
Legion Operation Comfort Warriors, Bluffton 
Boy Scout Troop 256, Bluffton Community As-
sistance Program, Bluffton Diamond Sports, 
Bluffton Family Recreation Center, Challenged 
Champions Equestrian Center, Flag City Honor 
Flight (Findlay, Ohio), & Veterans Food Pantry of 
NW Ohio & The Bluffton Girl Scout Troop 211.

Dennis Morrison and Pat Rodabaugh accepting a 
check from Golf Chairman, Kurt Emans

Post 29 - VAF Donation

Eddie Grimes, Zanesville American Legion Post 
29 Commander on the left presenting Wayne 
Clark of the Veterans Appreciation Foundation 
a donation to support the foundation’s mission. 
The mission of the Foundation is to support, 
honor and engage in awareness and apprecia-
tion through activities and programs aspiring to 
improve the quality of life for Veterans and their 
families in Zanesville, Muskingum County and 
the surrounding area. This mission is accom-
plished through various fundraising activities.

GOOD OF THE LEGION

Post 798 – Boy Scouts Flag Presentation
On September 11th, 2023, the officers of Reyn-
oldsburg Post 798, as part of their Americanism 
program, presented a new American flag to Boy 
Scout Troop 68. The troop meets at the Unity Pres-
byterian Church on Livingston Avenue.

Pictured in the center (l-r): Troop Scoutmaster Jonathan 
Heberline, Post 2nd VC Gerald Schultz, and Post Cdr. 
George Mussi.
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NALC Alumni Meeting

On August 27th, 2023, during the 104th National 
Convention in Charlotte, NC the National Ameri-
can Legion College Alumni Association meeting 
was held. Ohio Legionnaires Holly Lewis and 
Bob White were elected to the board this year. 
Shown here are Mike Blackwell and Ken LaVoy 
along with Lewis and White.

Post 529 – Local Heroes Tribute

In September, members of The American Legion 
McCook Post 529, out of Dillonvale, OH, were privi-
leged to thank (L to R) Mt. Pleasant Police Depart-
ment Chief Jon Young, Dillonvale Police Depart-

ment Officer Lenoir Sweeney and Mt. Pleasant 
VFD Chief Tony Panepucci for their service and 
steadfastness during the attacks on 9/11/2001. 
Post members present: Commander Michelle 
Hedgecoke; Back row L to R: John Kaffana, Chuck 
Ebright, Chaplin Frank Santa, Finance Officer Dan 
Cermak and Tom Hutkay. Picture taken by AL Aux. 
member Cheryl DeYarmon.

Such celebrations happened in every town all over 
America. Without these brave people stepping in 
during a time of chaos we may not have made it 
through as quickly as we did. It was unnerving to 
see no aircraft but fighter jets in the skies. Not be-
ing able to communicate with loved ones on the 
other side of the country was, most certainly, un-
bearable. It’s the least we can do to pay tribute, in 
one way or another, to the local heroes.

GOOD OF THE LEGION

Post 644  - Past Commander Continues Service
Past Commander Darleen Adkins, a 15-year mem-
ber of the Greater Cincinnati Women’s American 
Legion Post 644 (now living in WA), retired earlier 
this year from the 104th Division (Leader Training), 
receiving a Meritorious Service Medal for her 21 
years of dedication and devotion to duty. Toward 
the end of her career, she started a community ac-
cess TV talk show in 2021 in the hopes it would 
help improve the well-being and resilience of those 
who tuned-in. She interviewed local women who 
were making positive impacts in their communi-
ties. Her November guest will be veteran and re-
cently retired WA State Department of Veterans 
Affairs (WDVA) Director Lourdes “Alfie” Alvarado-
Ramos.

Sgt. 1st Class Adkins now retired receives her award 
a few months after the retirement order due to the de-
lay in the new Army Reserve personnel system (so she 
dressed in civilians!). Presented by Col. Kristina Green, 
division commander. 

Past Commander Adkins still maintains her membership 
in Ohio joining the American Legion after her Operation 
Iraqi Freedom deployment; 2003-05 (Photo, circa 2013).

In The Know Women’s Show host Darleen Adkins (l) with 
November guest Alfie Alvarado (r) who joined the Army 
in 1971. She became the first woman to serve as a Com-
mand Sergeant Major at Army Madigan Hospital at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord, WA and first woman Director with 
the WDVA.

District 11 Fall 
Conference

Department Commander Jason Rue speaks to 
members of District 11 at their Fall Conference 
held on October 1st, 2023, with District 11 Com-
mander, Thom Stan standing by.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 221 – “Silent Watch”

On September 23rd, 2023, veterans from the com-
munity and Massillon Post 221’s Rob Boudreau, 
Mark Ekland, 2nd Vice - Barrett Scott, 1st Vice - John 
Ward, and Commander Larry Stottsberry stood for 
the “Silent Watch” held at the Belden Village Mall in 
Canton, Ohio in front of Macy’s department store. 
The “Silent Watch” supports veteran suicide aware-
ness.

Fostering Growth, The Role of Leadership and Mentorship in Recruiting and 
Retaining Young Veterans in the American Legion

As a young veteran and District 
Commander in The American Legion, 
I have a unique vantage point on the 
importance of strong leadership and 
mentorship within our organization. 
The American Legion, with its rich 
history and transformative impact, has 
long been a beacon for veterans seeking 
camaraderie, support, and a platform 
to continue serving their country in 
significant ways. However, as we navi-
gate the 21st century, attracting and 
retaining younger veterans has become 
increasingly challenging. In my view, 
the dual pillars of strong leadership and 
effective mentorship are essential to 
meet this challenge head-on.

Strong leadership is the lifeblood of 
any organization, and the American 
Legion is no exception. In the context 
of recruiting and retaining young veter-
ans, it plays a twofold role. First, strong 
leadership provides a compelling vision 
that resonates with the younger genera-

tion. Many young veterans return from 
service seeking a purposeful mission 
that can leverage their skills and expe-
riences. They have witnessed firsthand 
the power of a well-led unit and the 
resultant camaraderie. Therefore, they 
are more likely to be drawn to an orga-
nization led by individuals who exhibit 
traits they respect - integrity, courage, 
resilience, and strategic foresight.

Secondly, strong leadership at the 
helm of the American Legion fosters 
a culture of inclusivity and respect, 
which is of paramount importance to 
younger veterans. This generation of 
veterans is the most diverse in our na-
tion’s history, spanning different races, 
ethnicities, genders, and sexual orien-
tations. A diverse leadership team that 
mirrors this demographic shift can bet-
ter understand and advocate for the 
unique needs of younger veterans, mak-
ing them feel seen, heard, and valued.

Mentorship, on the other hand, plays 

a crucial role in retaining young veter-
ans once they’ve joined the American 
Legion. The transition from military 
to civilian life is fraught with challeng-
es, and mentorship can help ease this 
process. Experienced members of the 
American Legion, through their guid-
ance and support, can help younger 
veterans navigate their post-service 
life, be it pursuing education, finding 
employment, or dealing with physical 
or psychological health issues.

Moreover, mentorship fosters per-
sonal and professional growth. Young 
veterans are often eager to learn and 
grow, and a mentor can provide them 
with invaluable insights, opportunities, 
and feedback. The mentor-mentee rela-
tionship can also lead to lifelong friend-
ships, further strengthening the bonds 
within the American Legion commu-
nity.

However, the benefits of mentorship 
aren’t one-sided. Mentors themselves 

can gain a fresh perspective and new 
ideas from their mentees, fostering a 
culture of continuous learning and ad-
aptation within the American Legion. 
This culture is vital in ensuring that 
the organization remains relevant and 
effective in its mission as times change.

In conclusion, strong leadership and 
effective mentorship are integral to the 
American Legion’s efforts to recruit 
and retain younger veterans. As we con-
tinue to serve those who’ve served our 
nation, let’s embrace these twin pillars, 
fostering a Legion that is diverse, inclu-
sive, supportive, and forward-thinking. 
The future of our organization depends 
on our ability to resonate with the next 
generation of veterans, and I am con-
fident that we are more than capable 
of rising to the occasion. After all, we 
are the American Legion, and serving 
those who’ve served is what we do best.

-Article submission by Shane Eaton, 
6th District Commander
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Greater Cincinnati Women’s Post 644 Celebrates 75 Years

On October 14th, 1948, The American Legion 
Department of Ohio signed Greater Cincinnati 
Women’s Post 644’s permanent charter. On Octo-
ber 14th, 2023, members, families, and friends of 
Post 644 celebrated the 75th anniversary of the 
permanent charter. A dinner was held at North-
side Knights of Columbus Hall. The guest speak-
er for the evening was Ms. Connie Pillich. Ms. 
Pillich is an Air Force veteran, a member of the 
Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame, and a former mem-
ber of the Ohio House of Representatives. During 
the program two former Post members were re-
membered. Kathleen Ruff Donahue, a WWII Coast 

Guard veteran, joined the Post in 1947. She was 
a member in 1948 when the permanent charter 
was signed. Kathleen passed away in 2022. She 
likely was the last surviving member from 1948. 
June Whitney was an Army veteran having served 
during the Vietnam Era, Desert Storm, and Ohio 
National Guard. Actually, June’s service began dur-
ing the Korean War when she was a “Donut Dolly!” 
June passed away earlier this year. To conclude 
the evening, membership certificates were award-
ed and each member received a commemorative 
challenge coin.

GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 221 – 9/11 Memorial 

Dedication
On September 11th, 2023, Massillon Post 221 
held a 9/11 memorial dedication and dinner. 
The Mayor of Massillon was the guest speaker 
at the event and Commander Stottsberry along 
with 1st Vice, John Ward & 2nd Vice, Barrett 
Scott put in place the 9/11 memorial as a fixture 
in the Post. Local members of law enforcement 
and fire departments were in attendance to sup-
port the dedication.

Post 29 - Scholarship Awards Ceremony
On August 8th, 2023, Zanesville American Legion 
Post 29 and the Sons of the American Legion 

awarded $11,000 in scholarships to several area 
college students. 

Back row, L-R - Nate 
Harper, University of 
Pikeville; Jaren Garber, 
Franklin University; Lo-
gan Wickham, Musk-
ingum University; Carter 
Wickham; Muskingum 
University; Gavin Kinder, 
Zane State College.
Front row, L-R - Keyona 
Murphy, Zane State Col-
lege, Mylee Moorehead, 
Western Carolina Univer-
sity; Trinity Vandusen, Wilmington College; Kylee Brook-
over, Muskingum University; Emmah Stonebuner, Musk-
ingum University, Grayce Keffer, Ohio State University.

Not pictured - Brenda Iczkowski, University of Mount 
Union; Hayleigh Wilhite, Ohio University, Athens.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 357 – Legionnaire Shares His Story

On October 23rd, 2023, Don V Cross Post 357 Le-
gionnaire William “Bill” Pilati made a presentation 
to the Minerva Area Historical Society on the expe-
riences he had during the depression and in WWII. 

Pilati, now 98 years old, spoke on leaving his child-
hood sweetheart after graduation to serve in the 
275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion during the 
Battle of the Bulge. After training at Fort Sill and 
Fort Cambell, he and 5,000 troops were crowded 
onto a ship built for 500 and sailed to Liverpool 
England. During a brutal winter on December 16th, 
1944, the Battle of the Bulge started. The battle 
had 600,000 troops with 60,000 casualties. After 
the Battle of the Bulge and in Mach of 1945 they 
had advancing to the Rhine River. After Europe and 
returning to Camp Myles Standish, Pilati was sent 
to Camp Bowie in Texas to train for deployment in 
the Pacific. Two weeks into the training, the bombs 
were dropped on Japan. After 27 months he was 
able to return home. Family and friends were there 
to support him including childhood friend, Ruth 
Bricker, whom he married. Pilati states you should 
always respect the US Flag, be thankful for your 
freedom, and Honor all Veterans.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
District 3 Highlights & Fall Conference

Department 2nd Vice Commander, AJ Whatley and 3rd 
District Commander, Ken LaVoy taking part in the Holiday 
at Home Parade, Kettering, Ohio on Labor Day.

The Thundering Third District held their annual Fall 
Conference on October 8th, 2023, at Frank E Robin-
son Post 586 in Tipp City.

Fall Conference guest speaker, Jason Rue, receiving 
another $500 check from the District to his Department 
Commander’s Project.

Charity donations were made to The Battle Buddy Foundation (Kenny Bass and Chrissy Faulkner) and to the Miami 
Valley Veteran’s Museum (Ted Jones - Post 184).
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GOOD OF THE LEGION

Calendar of Upcoming Events
11/10/2023
Veterans Day Holiday
Department Closed
11/23/2023–11/24/2023
Thanksgiving Holiday
Department Closed
12/2/2023
DEC Meeting 2023-2024
Department HQ
10:00 AM
12/3/2023
District 6 Winter Conference
Hanover Post 764
10:00 AM
12/3/2023
District 8 Winter Conference
Pomeroy Post 39
10:00 AM

12/3/2023
District 7 Winter Conference
Circleville Post 134
10:00 AM
12/3/2023
District 13 Winter Conference
Berea Post 91
10:00 AM
12/9/2023
District 9 Winter Conference
Willoughby Post 214
10:00 AM
12/22/2023–12/26/2023
Christmas Holiday
Department Closed
12/29/2023–1/2/2023
New Years’ Holiday
Department Closed

1/7/2024
District 1 Winter Conference
Findlay Post 3
12:30 PM
1/7/2024
District 3 Winter Conference
Miamisburg Post 165
1:00 PM
1/7/2024
District 4 Winter Conference
Reading Post 69
10:00 AM
1/7/2024
District 11 Winter Conference
Zanesville Post 29
10:00 AM

1/7/2024
District 12 Winter Conference
Columbus Post 144
1:00 PM
1/7/2024
District 14 Winter Conference
Ravenna Post 331
1:30 PM
1/13/2024
District 10 Winter Conference
Canton Post 44
10:00 PM
1/15/2024
Martin Luther King Jr Day
Nartional & Department 
Closed

1/19/2024–1/21/2024
Mid-Winter Conference
Marriott Columbus NW
1/21/2024
District 2 Winter Conference
Wapakoneta Post 330
9:00 AM
2/19/2024
President’s Day
National & Departent Closed
2/24/2024–2/28/2024
Washington Conference
Hilton Washington Hotel
2/26/2024–3/1/2024
A&G Trip
Washington DC

Post 335 – 50 Continuous Year Members Honored
Two members of Toledo Post 335 recently re-
ceived their 50-year American Legion continuous 
membership award/certificates. 

Reginald S. Jackson, Jr. (right) a US Army Vietnam vet-
eran. Pictured with Toledo Post 335 Commander, Roger 
Moore.

Charles R. Sears (left) a US Navy Vietnam veteran. Pic-
tured with Commander Moore as well.

Post 29 - New Post 
Commander

On June 5th, 2023, Zanesville American Legion 
Post 29 held their installation of Officers cere-
mony at the Legion Hall. 

Post Commander Eddie Grimes (left) passing the gav-
el to Incoming Post Commander Mike Watts. Watts 
was previously the 1st Vice Commander, and he will 
serve as the new Commander through June of 2024.
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5th ANNUAL ROGER M. HIGHT STATE BOWLING TOURNAMENT  
2024 REGISTRATION FORM

Cherry Grove Bowling Alley 4005 Hopper Hill Road, Cincinnati, OH 45255 | 513-528-7888
Tournament Dates: Feb 10-11-2023 | Feb 17-18-2023 | Feb 23-25-2023

Date choices are not guaranteed - done on 1st come 1st served basis
Registration Deadline: December 1, 2023
Preferred Dates:	 1st_______________	 2nd_______________
Saturday starts at 9 am (Singles first/then Doubles)	 Sunday starts at 9 am (Team)

TEAM BOWLING - AVAILABLE EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT STARTING AT 5 PM
Do you want to bowl on Friday Night at 5pm?	 Yes	 No

You can submit your entry online: https://www.ohiolegion.com/post-activities/department-bowling-tournament/

EVERY BOWLER MUST SHOW THEIR 2024 LEGION MEMBERSHIP CARD AT REGISTRATION!!
PRINT NAMES IN ORDER THEY ARE BOWLING—SINGLES WILL BOWL FIRST

SINGLES & DOUBLES LIST IN ORDER THEY WILL BOWL $20.00 PER PERSON
NAME MEMBER # LEG/AUX/SAL AVERAGE POST # PHONE #

1
2
1
2

						    
TEAM EVENT LIST IN ORDER THEY WILL BOWL $20.00 PER PERSON

NAME MEMBER # LEG/AUX/SAL AVERAGE POST # PHONE #
1
2
3
4

ALL EVENT TOTAL - $60.00 PER PERSON PLUS $1.00 ALL AROUND = $61.00

I certify that the averages shown above ARE CORRECT and all bowlers are Legion, Aux or SAL members in good 
standing.

CAPTAIN’S SIGNATURE __________________________________ PRINTED CAPTAIN’S NAME___________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________  CITY___________________________ ZIP_______________
PHONE #_______________________________  E-MAIL (REQUIRED)___________________________________________________

MAIL PAYMENT TO: American Legion Dept. of Ohio, 60 Big Run Road, Delaware, OH 43015
Any Questions please call or text Peggy Gross, Chairperson @ 937-474-3058
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Post 0002
Norman Bestor - North 
Ridgeville
Post 0003
Thomas Corbin - Findlay
Richard Robinette - Findlay
Donald Stout - Findlay
Stephen Gray - Findlay
Post 0007
William Christoff - Wickliffe
Dominic Coladangelo - 
Mentor
Alan Murphy - Willoughby
Post 0008
Russell Fox - Wellington
Delbert Auble - Wellington
Gaylord Sprowls - Spencer
Lloyd Straight - Oberlin
Post 0009
Billy Williams - Rushville
Post 0011
James Morgan - Lancaster
Robert Sanders - Lancaster
David Leohner - Englewood
Thomas Chilcote - Lancaster
Robert Jumper - Lancaster
Joseph Aucreman - 
Lancaster
James Lutz - Lancaster
George Thornton - Newark
Post 0012
Hal Minnich - Elyria
Gregory Bonafield - Elyria
George Crossan - Elyria
Bobby Skaggs - Elyria

Post 0014
Ronald Conley - Greenfield
Larry Chaney - Hillsboro
James Spargur - Hillsboro
Post 0017
Jimmie Aldrich - Gibsonburg
Robert Hiser - Bowling Green
Antonio Picciuto - 
Gibsonburg
Post 0018
Melvin Wesolowski - 
Temperance
Post 0021
Glenn Mcdaniel - Athens
Jack Sickels - New Marshfld
Post 0023
Kenneth Crawford - South 
Shore
Roger Chapin - Kingston
Post 0024
Dana Kuntz - Malta
Chester Mccormick - 
Mcconnelsville
Emerson Sloat - Cookeville
Ronald Newberry - 
Mcconnelsville
Post 0025
Ken Thompson - Wshngtn 
Ct Hs
Post 0027
Carl Saunders - Gallipolis
Post 0029
Larry Mitchell - Zanesville
Marvin Kennedy - Zanesville
Millard Osborn - Newark
Post 0030

Ray Damron - Lorain
James Staveski - Amherst
Post 0031
Barry Walker - East Palestine
Post 0033
Mark Armitage - Tiltonsville
George Felsoci - Steubenville
Guy Forcone - Steubenville
Post 0034
John Romanoski - 
Bridgeport
John Burgess - Flushing
Post 0038
Bryan Giles - Bridgeport
Lawrence Hunkler - Martins 
Ferry
Milton Bisbocci - Salem
Post 0041
James Filip - Norwalk
Post 0043
Fred Fleischmann - Troy
Post 0044
Ronald Rue - Canton
James Boland - North 
Canton
Richard Warth - North 
Canton
William Burley - Akron
Adam Curlutu - Canton
Edward Dehaas - Canton
Lawrence Oyster - Canton
Patrick Rooney - Canton
Jeffrey Webb - Canton
Tom Hammer - Canton
Post 0045
Raymond Hoepf - Bowling 
Green
Post 0049
Gerald Cline - Wilmington
Post 0051
John Thomas - Vienna
Post 0052
Benjamin Mccormick - 
Bellaire
Robert Ney - Bellaire
Robert Weekley - Bellaire
Post 0056
Robert Hahlen - Salem
Post 0058
Michael Lally - Somerset
Marilyn Rutherford - 
Rushville
Post 0058
Gary Shumaker - Somerset
Post 0062
Larry Alflen - Chillicothe
Paul Reese - Chillicothe
Morris Hartley - Commercial 
Point
Edward Wagner - Chillicothe
Terry Edgington - Chillicothe
Post 0063
David Beckett - Ottawa
John Felkey - Kalida
James Hattery - Ottawa
John Imm - Ottawa

Terry Keifer - Columbus 
Grove
Post 0064
Robert Bartlett - Marietta
Michael Mckitrick - Marietta
Harvey Spencer - Marietta
Post 0065
Allen Mccormick - West 
Lafayette
Post 0067
Marvin Edwards - Lakeville
Post 0068
Bobby Butcher - Wooster
Stephen Semer - Wooster
James Speicher - Wooster
Post 0072
James Moemke - Cincinnati
Renie Blankenship - 
Cincinnati
Post 0073
Donald Cullison - Fostoria
Post 0077
Gerald Hendershot - 
Jacobsburg
Post 0078
James Crawford - Logan
Paul Blosser - Logan
Richard Cockran - Howard
Post 0079
John Milliman - Marysville
Post 0081
Clyde Mccoy - Jackson
Post 0082
Silas Biffle - Goodyear
Post 0083
John Fischer - Castalia
Donald Likes - Huron
Joseph Voight - Sandusky
Post 0085
Charles Ritchey - Columbus
Harry Radley - Newark
Post 0088
Edwin Applegate - Ashland
George Baker - Ashland
A Garrett - Ashland
Thomas Hightower - 
Ashland
James Norris - Ashland
John Shire - Ashland
Roy Wells - Ashland
Post 0091
Ronald Fazekas - Ellenton
Orlando Forcina - Berea
Edward Kaleta - Cleveland
Donald Voigt - Strongsville
Post 0092
Lonnie Dodson - Utica
Post 0095
Cecil Hall - Xenia
Post 0100
Charles King - West Union
Post 0103
Bill Butterfield - Ashtabula
Henry Bows - Ashtabula
Teresa Essig - Ashtabula
Joseph Kope - Ashtabula

Peter Cicon - Ashtabula
Post 0109
Dennis Keesbury - 
Montpelier
Post 0112
Samuel Caruthers - Madison
Post 0113
Alex Thomas - Port Clinton
James Mcgee - Port Clinton
Post 0115
Robert Spencer - Delaware
Kenneth Cox - Delaware
Post 0118
Norman Palko - Lorain
Paul Goldthorpe - Lorain
Paul Gray - Amherst
Andrew Frcka - Amherst
Harvey Gochnour - Amherst
Charles Hooper - Amherst
Patrick Knierim - Lorain
Richard Pippert - Amherst
Charles Przytulski - Lorain
Orrin Rector - Amherst
George Roling - Amherst
Robert Smith - Oberlin
Ronald Stephanchick - 
Lorain
James Stroh - Amherst
Post 0120
Clarence Brown - Urbana
Post 0128
James Conkle - Cheshire
William Lambert - Langsville
Post 0131
Edward Garrett - 
Washingtonville
Gerald Kleinknecht - 
Leetonia
Post 0134
Walter Crawford - Chillicothe
Post 0138
William Merritt - Hamilton
Ed Crowthers - Hamilton
William Frank - Fairfield 
Township
Tom Jeffers - Fairfield Twp
Post 0139
Joseph Sayre - Dover
George Carmack - New 
Philadelphia
Richard Baer - Dennison
Post 0140
John Maxwell - Greenville
Richard Bowers - Greenville
Robert Field - Greenville
Kenneth Trego - Greenville
Richard Kensinger - 
Greenville
Ted Heiser - New Madison
Joseph Jenkinson - 
Greenville
Post 0142
Charles Ferguson - Waverly
Post 0143
Richard Cuff - Fayette

Post 0144
Thomas Murphy - Columbus
John Grell - Columbus
Michael Pinson - Columbus
William Morrison - Obetz
Edward Quickert - Columbus
Post 0147
Paul Lincicome - Wooster
Alvin Haven - Wooster
Jimmy Clay - Orrville
Donald Miller - Apple Creek
Larry Gamertsfelder - 
Wooster
Post 0149
Fred Alcorn - Franklin
Post 0151
Alfred Ferguson - Bellevue
Gerald Hewlett - Kingsville
Post 0157
Leonard Petty - Columbus
Post 0159
James Sloan - St Clairsvle
William Green - St Clairsvle
William Wesley - St Clairsvle
Post 0160
Robert Emerick - Massillon
Post 0162
Russell Pyles - Marion
Post 0164
Eddie Vanderpool - Grove 
City
Floyd Simons - Grove City
Harold Denney - Grove City
Everett Fitzpatrick - 
Galloway
Post 0166
Richard Allison - Alliance
Joseph Peters - Alliance
Richard Brinkman - Alliance
Donald Peterson - Bonita 
Springs
Post 0168
Daniel Gallagher - 
Barnesville
Post 0169
Arthur Heimerl - Tiffin
Norman Kinn - Tiffin
Post 0170
Joseph Kriss - Wadsworth
Alan Shriver - Seville
Post 0175
W Estes - Stow
Michael Malyuk - 
Streetsboro
Post 0176
Ronald Farrell - South 
Charleston
Lee Bixby - Findlay
Post 0177
Gerald Taylor - Canfield
Post 0178
Robert Hogan - Van Wert
Post 0178
Norman Darwood - Van Wert
Paul Hardman - Van Wert
Post 0179

TAPS
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Barry Covert - Blanchester
Rodney Whitaker - 
Wilmington
Richard Simpson - 
Blanchester
Post 0181
Robert Pfahler - Bucyrus
Kenneth Kinn - Bucyrus
Jeffery Tarbert - Maumee
Post 0183
Gene Haas - Genoa
Luther Henline - Pemberville
Post 0184
Daniel French - Piqua
Donald White - Covington
Post 0186
Thomas Ullum - Lebanon
Post 0188
George Bloomfield - Corning
Melvin Hutmire - New 
Lexington
Post 0192
Robert Bell - Killbuck
Post 0194
James Bishop - Mason
Joe Schafer - Mason
Gerald Chance - Put In Bay
John Rezabek - Mason
Post 0196
John Kane - Broadview Hts
Thomas Kennedy - 
Broadview Hts
Donald Squirek - Brecksville
Timothy Yovich - 
Youngstown
Anthony Stokar - Richfield
Post 0199
Michael Helms - Cincinnati
Robert Kramp - West 
Chester
Raymond Norden - 
Cincinnati
Lawrence Shad - Cincinnati
Post 0200
Steve Hubany - Dayton
Elijah Council - Huber 
Heights
Post 0205
Ivan Vinkovich - Dover
Edward Wills - Strasburg
Post 0207
Robert Mcmillen - Decatur
Post 0209
Andrew Emerick - Akron
Post 0210
Joseph Brest - Celina
Rodney Downey - Celina
Meighen Arvay - Celina

Bill Gertz - Celina
Russell Hagar - Celina
John Kittle - Saint Henry
Joe Roth - Celina
Post 0211
Scott Coy - Avon Lake
Edward Obrien - Avon
Richard Tomanek - Avon 
Lake
Donald Kowalski - Avon Lake
Dennis Wakefield - Avon 
Lake
Allen Mihalik - Elyria
Eugene Connor - N Royalton
Stanley Wolak - Lorain
Post 0214
William Willoughby - 
Willoughby
Post 0215
Jon Buekley - Eaton
Robert Christman - Eaton
Howard Collins - Camden
Donald Flory - Eaton
Robert Grocholski - Gratis
Donald Hedge - Eaton
Cecil Reese - Eaton
Ivan Rickard - Westerville
David Senften - Etna
James Straszheim - Eaton
James Straszheim - Eaton
Budd Walker - Eaton
Post 0217
Harvey Wooddell - Sidney
Lawerence Grieshop - 
Sidney
Keith Coffman - Milford
Post 0218
Paul Prater - Trenton
Larry Carpenter - Colleyville
Wilbur Harris - Trenton
Post 0221
Donald Aman - Massillon
Robert Lantz - Sarasota
Robert Haas - Massillon
Dale Mayfield - Massillon
Willis Wood - Massillon
William Waller - Massillon
Post 0225
Paul Amos - Upper Sandusky
Glenn Gibson - Upper 
Sandsky
Post 0226
Delbert Dreyer - Andover
Post 0228
Dale Ingold - Powhatan 
Point

Post 0232
Larry Donnelly - Grand 
Rapids
Robert Rhodes - Swanton
Marlene Hollstein - Swanton
William Bostelman - Grand 
Rapids
Post 0235
Frank Staley - Hubbard
Sam Delgenio - Youngstown
Post 0236
Kenneth Dunmire - Newton 
Falls
Thomas Fell - Leavittsburg
Gilbert Simons - Newton 
Falls
Frank Vargo - Warren
Nick Babyak - Friendsville
Post 0238
Eric Nangle - Mechanicsburg
Post 0239
John Hamilton - Columbus
Hugh Severance - 
Worthington
Henry Billiar - Columbus
John Brown - Columbus
Post 0241
Jerald Newman - New 
Bremen
Post 0242
James Naylor - Bentonville
Post 0243
Lawerence Snyder - Bucyrus
Arnold Reynolds - Galion
James Heiser - Galion
James Buchanan - Mount 
Gilead
Russell Badgley - Galion
Post 0244
Timothy Allison - Magnolia
Post 0245
Emerson Blankenship - 
Arcanum
Post 0246
Billie Trout - Duncan Falls
Post 0253
Larry Gerken - Antwerp
Post 0257
Gail Hunter - Loudonville
Post 0260
Frederick Michaels - Attica
Post 0261
Howard Lemon - Hebron
Post 0262
Darrell Erford - Hamler
Frederick Oberhaus - 
Wauseon
Post 0265
James Nicolen - Fayette
Post 0268
Eugene Shumaker - Delphos
Post 0272
Eddie Lott - Akron
Johnny Ross - Akron
Post 0275
Charles Senanefes - Lisbon
Donald Burton - Lisbon

Post 0281
Michael Heinl - Kent
Richard Casto - Cuyahoga 
Falls
Post 0282
Frederick Griffin - Orrville
Geary Stalnaker - Orrville
Post 0283
Joseph Jackson - Baltimore
Sanford Vaughn - 
Pickerington
William Johnson - 
Pickerington
Post 0284
Bernard Beavers - Bryan
Post 0285
Charlie Lee - Hebron
George Lohrman - Heath
Charles Tisdale - Heath
Randall Lawrence - Hebron
Post 0286
David Moore - Fairborn
Post 0288
Robert Verwold - Fayetteville
Don Brandenburg - Goshen
Post 0291
Roger Chapin - Kingston
Post 0300
Jeffrey Ludeman - Napoleon
Encil Rebeau - Napoleon
James James - Carefree
Robert Elliott - Tempe
Terry Lacy - Napoleon
Post 0301
Donald Hoelzel - 
Youngstown
Post 0309
John Dusek - Sagamore Hills
Post 0316
Archie Rayle - Clarksville
Post 0318
Arthur Blocksidge - 
Cincinnati
Alan Free - Cincinnati
Post 0322
Randall Hooker - Eaton
Post 0323
John Mcjunkin - Saint Marys
Frank Mclain - Saint Marys
Post 0324
Lloyd Schneider - Millbury
Post 0325
Joseph Glasgow - Punta 
Gorda
Post 0330
George Desandro - 
Wapakoneta
John Swartz - Lexington
Post 0331
Russell Polichena - 
Rootstown
Raymond Crowe - Ravenna
Post 0334
James Jaros - Brooklyn
Post 0335
Friedel Helms - Toledo
Post 0336

Timothy Jewell - Clermont
Post 0338
John Dussel - Bradner
Richard Tepple - Bradner
Dennis Robinson - Helena
Post 0344
Earl Bowman - Wharton
Herbert Lortz - Carey
Bennie May - Carey
Post 0346
Gerald Schaadt - Van Wert
Post 0353
Albert Duncan - Colorado 
Springs
Thomas Mikesell - Ansonia
George Young - Gettysburg
Post 0354
James Clouse - New Riegel
Post 0355
William Busse - Sidney
Arthur Dapore - Russia
Post 0363
Ralph Merrit - Lucasville
Larry Rupp - Lucasville
Post 0371
James Mcghee - Jackson
Post 0373
Gene Bowerman - Swanton
Post 0374
Ben Springer - East Liverpool
Post 0375
Jerrett Hayhurst - 
Homeworth
Post 0376
Donald Nace - Junction City
Post 0381
Thomas Wedge - Huntsville
Post 0382
Thomas Craig - Bluffton
Larry Ruggley - Butler
Post 0384
Lt Robinson - Swanton
Lance Martin - Whitehouse
Post 0385
Ralph Ellsworth - Kent
Post 0387
Jack Eiting - Minster
Daniel Bollenbacher - 
Minster
Tony Albers - Minster
Post 0389
Ivan Clark - Waterford
James Cochran - Waterford
Cyrus Jobes - Lowell
Post 0397
Frank Bagola - Vermilion
Louis Kuhnle - Vermilion
Martin Gendics - Vermilion
Gus Nunez - Wakeman
Post 0398
Paul Wilson - Newark
Post 0401
Jack Sayre - Edison
Mark Arnold - Caledonia
Post 0406
Charles Douglas - Bethel

Newman Bost - Bethel
Thomas Norton - 
Hamersville
Eddie Donley - Bethel
Roger Holland - Bethel
Larry Long - Hamersville
David Polisini - Amelia
Post 0407
Carl Goehler - Doylestown
Cecil Young - Doylestown
Post 0414
Lewis Jennice - Glouster
William Shust - Glouster
Bryant Skipper - Glouster
Post 0418
Jeffrey Antill - Caldwell
Post 0420
Jonathan Schenz - Buchtel
Clarence Shifflet - Warner 
Robins
Robert Vasko - Murray City
David Carter - Glouster
Bob Forester - New Straitsvl
Post 0423
Charles Vance - Rittman
Post 0426
C Gault - West Liberty
Post 0431
Dennis Barlow - 
Newcomerstown
Kenney Gardner - 
Newcomerstown
Post 0432
Larry Cross - East Canton
Post 0442
Darl Ferguson - Salineville
James Needham - Salineville
Bernard Jakubowski - 
Salineville
Clarence Lintner - Lisbon
Ellis Weaver - Salineville
Post 0450
Chuck Cowan - Milford
Jerry Thompson - Cincinnati
Jack Mcguire - Milford
Thomas Bowers - Milford
Post 0451
Arthur Stone - North 
Olmsted
Post 0454
Eldon Hesterman - Defiance
Post 0459
William Hannum - 
Thompson
Post 0460
Robert Moore - Mount 
Vernon
James Wears - Mount 
Vernon
Post 0468
Anthony Federici - Toledo
Post 0469
John Capek - Cleveland
Guy Holt - Cleveland
Joan Swan - Mesa
David Ruehl - Cleveland
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Ronald Lariccia - North 
Royalton
Post 0470
John Seibert - Coldwater
Todd Ashbaugh - Coldwater
Post 0471
David Maple - West 
Portsmouth
Post 0476
Omar Baker - Radcliff
Menford Jewell - Langsville
Richard Perry - Wilkesville
Merrill Watters - Canal 
Fulton
Rudie Yocum - Columbus
Post 0479
Harry Culler - Swanton
Post 0483
Samuel Ackley - Frankfort
Post 0484
Charles Mitchell - Cincinnati
Dennis Riggs - Cincinnati
Post 0485
William Dilley - Cleves
Jack Myers - North Bend
Post 0487
Cleon Klepinger - Englewood

Post 0488
Jack Agin - Crestline
Post 0494
Forrest Hicks - Land O Lakes
Robert Schrock - Port 
Charlotte
Alfred Tango - Strasburg
Post 0496
Mark Pizer - Ravenna
Post 0500
James Nelson - 
Fredericktown
Post 0506
Philip Panak - Kinsman
Post 0508
Craig Meyer - Rockford
Post 0512
Martin Schaber - Delta
Post 0513
Charles Rogge - Cincinnati
Dennis Day - Cincinnati
Noretta Moxley - Trenton
Post 0514
Russell Goodwin - Willard
Walter Sampson - Willard
Robert Yelenski - Willard
William Robinson - Willard

Post 0516
William Parsons - Columbus 
Grove
Post 0521
Stanley Salva - Shadyside
Post 0526
Randall Lowry - Deltona
Post 0529
Charles Henry - Midland
Edward Ulczynski - 
Dillonvale
Robert Krinke - Mount 
Pleasant
Post 0530
James Knight - Cincinnati
Roger Knipple - Cincinnati
James Himmelhaver - 
Cincinnati
Post 0532
Anthony Diggs - Galloway
Frank Foster - Columbus
Donald Wallace - Columbus
Robert Snyder - Grove City
Donald Burris - Grove City
Post 0534
Meril Todd - Cincinnati
Charles Heckman - 
Cincinnati

Post 0535
Thomas Weaver - Ontario
Post 0537
Thomas Hyatt - Oregon
John Towner - Oregon
Post 0547
Larry Dewitt - Bellevue
Post 0550
Gordan Adams - New 
Richmond
Post 0554
Walter Hembree - Milford
Post 0557
Edward Stanislaw - 
Richmond
Post 0565
Thomas Lapaze - 
Youngstown
Post 0566
Paul Jeter - Akron
James Freshwater - 
Barberton
Kenneth Andrews - Coventry 
Township
Post 0572
Ramon Young - Seven Hills
Wilhelm Schmetzer - 
Independence
Post 0584
Jerry Drake - Fort Wayne
Post 0586
Larry Lavender - Troy
Frank Edmisten - Troy
James Dapore - Tipp City
Larry Brandon - Tipp City
Post 0598
Philip Burch - Kettering
Lin Erdmann - Centerville
Myron Hoyer - Frankfort
Gordon Rardon - Centerville
John Estlund - Centerville
George Farkas - Centerville
Charles Vaughn - 
Miamisburg
Bill Long - Kettering
Richard Knoll - Dayton
Carlton Stockslager - West 
Milton
George Williams - Dayton
Gerard Steckel - Centerville
Post 0608
Robert Hahn - Fremont
Post 0610
Peter Gawry - Cleveland
John Gerrick - Columbia 
Station
Bill Polly - Olmsted Falls
Post 0614
Robert Martin - Allegan
Michael Mcgovern - Hilliard
Robert Timmons - Hilliard
Albert Schoby - Dublin
Post 0615
Ronald Kangas - Lebanon
Donald Scott - Waynesville
Post 0619

Ray Sutherland - Huber 
Heights
Post 0631
Edgar Williams - Cincinnati
Jacob Harris - Cincinnati
Post 0635
Daniel Baldwin - Defiance
Post 0641
Herb Gerdau - Senecaville
Ralph Cruikshanks - Belle 
Valley
Post 0648
Leo Thieman - Dayton
Post 0651
Ed Lozier - Dandridge
Post 0669
Lewis Roy - Bryan
Post 0674
Thomas Nash - Windham
Edward Hrobak - 
Garrettsville
David Stidd - Ravenna
Post 0678
William Bachmann - 
Worthington
Post 0682
Harold Case - Hopedale
Post 0699
Daniel Keckes - Warren
Post 0703
Ernest Noetzel - Parma
Jack Sattalo - Parma 
Heights
Matthew Gronowski - Parma 
Heights
Post 0707
Charles Haller - Union
Post 0715
Thomas Dunlap - Columbus 
Grove
Post 0717
Robert Gasior - North 
Ridgeville
Harry Knappage - North 
Ridgeville
Post 0718
James Stalnaker - New 
Franklin
R Stephen Turner - 
Marshallville
Post 0719
M Easton - Orwell
Raymond Owens - Tampa
Post 0737
Merrill Spahlinger - Lake 
Milton
Thomas Clawson - E 
Palestine
Samuel Garritano - North 
Jackson
John Geist - Lake Milton
Post 0738
James Kilbane - North 
Olmsted
Fairview Park
George Havranek - Fairview 
Park
Peter Turchan - Fairview 

Park
Post 0740
Mark Clark - Steubenville
Lucian Zook - Bloomingdale
Stephen Spiewak - Weirton
Randall Proffitt - Richmond
Post 0744
Robert Macveigh - Sterling
Donald Hall - Norwood
Post 0749
Gerald Strine - Jeromesville
Don Mock - Ashland
Post 0750
Jack Hill - Lowell
Post 0757
Stephen Davis - Chillicothe
Post 0760
Ray Roth - Hannibal
Neville Boston - Hannibal
Jerry Kinney - New 
Matamoras
Elmer Lollathin - Clarington
Post 0763
Kevin Miller - Xenia
Phil Wetzel - Beavercreek
Post 0764
Grover Hanger - Newark
Larry Mercer - Zanesville
Post 0776
Bradford Stallworth - 
Kettering
Gerald Hughes - Dayton
Post 0797
Harvey Jones - Groveport
John Myers - Hilliard
Garry Pennington - 
Columbus
Post 0803
Larry Stevens - Twinsburg
Post 0888
Harry Bowser - Streetsboro
Joe Lowes - Nelsonville
Ellis Guedel - Indianapolis
John Hutcherson - 
Reynoldsburg
William Christensen - Galena
Donald Lori - Caldwell
Arthur Earl - Powell
Neil Stroth - South Webster
Thomas Stabler - Ostrander
Robert Anderson - New 
London
James Walters - Dayton
George Grivas - Sheffield Lk
Michael Johnson - Etna
Richard Michalak - Toledo
Roland Fair - Newark
Post 0888_Ad 
Robert Kemp - Wellston
Paul Kuebeler - Strongsville
Frank Spada - Geneva
William Harshbarger - 
Sunbury
Leonard Molter - Coal Grove
Troy Bartlebaugh - Findlay

80th ANNIVERSARY
of D-DAY

15-day WWII tour departs June 1, 2024
from Minneapolis or Chicago

THE NETHERLANDS: WWI sites.
FRANCE: Paris tour, all sights on Normandy, festivities on June 
6, SHAF headquarters in Reims.
BELGIUM: Battle of the Bulge sites.
GERMANY: Remagen Bridge, Rhine cruise, Nurnberg rally 
grounds & courtroom, Dachau and Hitler’s Eagles Nest. Great 
hotels, many meals, professional guides, & Vi Ranney, escort

To sign up, call Vi Ranney: 605-665-3596
or email: viranney@vyn.midco.net

CALL TODAY!
Tours sponsored by GRHS. Everyone Welcome!!

Tour designed by WWII Capt. Brooks Ranney



G A R Y  C O X  J R  
LEGION  
• MEMBER NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2023-2024 
• 6TH DIST CHAIRMAN GIFTS FOR YANKS 2023-2024 
• PAST POST 79 VICE COMMANDER 2023 
• 2ND PLACE ‘RACE TO THE TOP’ SMALL DISTRICT 2022 
• 6TH DIST COMMANDER 2021-2023 
• 6TH DIST 1ST VICE 2020-2021 
• 6TH DIST FINANCE COMMITTEE 2018-2020 
 
SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION 
• DISTINGUISHED GUEST AT 2004 NAT’L CONVENTION 
• SAL DIST COMMANDER 1999-2000 
• SAL SQUADRON COMMANDER 1998-1999 
• DETACHMENT ASST SGT @ ARMS 1997 
• CHARTER MEMBER SQUADRON 584 IN 1992 
 
PERSONAL 
• DEPT BOWLING COMMISSION SINCE 2022 
• BUCKEYE BOYS STATE TRUSTEE SINCE 2022 
• BUCKEYE BOYS STATE STAFF SINCE 2017 
• OSU ALUMNI—CLASS OF 2014 
• BUCKEYE BOYS STATE ALUMNI—CLASS OF 2000 

D E P T  O F  O H I O  
FFoorr      

2 N D  V I C E  C O M M A N D E R  

PPrroouudd  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff……  

American Legion Post 79 / SAL Squadron 584 
CVMA 12-1  /  40&8 #857  /  VFW 7201  /  WWP Alumni 
Marine Corps League 1437 / Ohio Warriors Sled Hockey / 
Legion Riders 254 
 

PPrroouuddllyy  eennddoorrsseedd  bbyy……  

PNVC Jim Morris / PNVC Glen Hickman / PNVC Jerry  
Wilson / PDC Robert Steele / PDC Darrell Bishop / PDC 
Bob Schmitt / PDC Carl Swisher / PDC Roger Friend / PDC 
Jean Wilson / PDT Ed Yancy / PDT Leroy Brinkhoff / PDT 
Don Chandler / 6th District Ohio / Union Post 79 
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 221

Feeding the Community
On October 18th, 2023, Massillon Post 221 
helped deliver food to a local food bank. Post 
Commander, Larry Stottsberry shown here 
transporting the goods.

Post 221 – WWII Veteran Birthday Celebrations
On October 19th, 2023, Massillon Post 221 
members celebrated a WWII veteran turning 
100! There were police and fire departments in 
attendance along with the mayor of Massillon 
joining in on the festivities.

On September 9th, 2023, Massillon Post 221 Commander, Larry Stotts-
berry, and Howard Marotto, presented a birthday cake for WWII Veteran, 
Mr. Crooks.
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
Post 644 - BGS Attendee Feature

North College Hill High School junior, Sadie Chichester, 
attended Buckeye Girls State 2023 under the sponsorship 
of Greater Cincinnati Women’s American Legion Post 
644. This year Girls State was held at Bowling Green State 
University. Buckeye Girls State is a program of the Ohio 
American Legion Auxiliary. The purpose of Girls State is 
to educate young women in the “duties, privileges, rights 
and responsibilities of good citizenship.” At Girls State the 
young women (delegates) learn about city, county, and 
state government. Each delegate is assigned to one of 
two political parties in order to learn about party struc-
ture. Sadie was assigned to the Federalist Party. Groups 
of delegates were assigned to a “city.” In her “city” Sadie 
was appointed to the City Council. The City Councils 
made and passed laws for their cities. Financial support 
for the cities came from “businesses” created by their 
constituents. This gave the delegates experience with 
creating business plans. Sadie and her roommate ran a 
bakery. Delegates gained knowledge and experience with 
county and state government too. When it came time for 
“elections” at the different levels, the delegates nominat-
ed their candidates, platforms were chosen, campaigns 
were run, and elections held. A delegate in Sadie’s group 
was also elected governor.
Sadie’s week at Girls State was a busy one. She enjoyed 
her week but was happy to return home.

Buckeye Girls State attendee, Sadie Chichester, being presented with a 
Certificate of Appreciation from Post 644 Membership Chairman, Peg 
Albert(cont. on next page)

https://www.thelit.com/
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GOOD OF THE LEGION
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GOOD OF THE LEGION

80th ANNIVERSARY
of D-DAY

15-day WWII tour departs June 1, 2024
from Minneapolis or Chicago

THE NETHERLANDS: WWI sites.
FRANCE: Paris tour, all sights on Normandy, festivities on June 
6, SHAF headquarters in Reims.
BELGIUM: Battle of the Bulge sites.
GERMANY: Remagen Bridge, Rhine cruise, Nurnberg rally 
grounds & courtroom, Dachau and Hitler’s Eagles Nest. Great 
hotels, many meals, professional guides, & Vi Ranney, escort

To sign up, call Vi Ranney: 605-665-3596
or email: viranney@vyn.midco.net

CALL TODAY!
Tours sponsored by GRHS. Everyone Welcome!!

Tour designed by WWII Capt. Brooks Ranney

BURNPITS DOCUMENTARY - TOXIC WOUNDS OF WAR
As you may know, for the past few years 
I have been working with Susan Zeier 
of Burnpits 360 to help pass meaning-
ful legislation to help our vets who have 
been harmed by toxic fumes during 
their deployment. Last Aug the PACT 
Act was passed and so far, nearly 500K 
vets have applied for benefits with over 
$215M being awarded. The COB initial-
ly thought 100K would apply. Susan had 
lost her son-in-law Heath Robinson af-
ter a two-year fight. Over 10 oncologists 
failed to identify the type of cancer he 
had after 2 years around the burn pits. 
She was relentless in pursuing legisla-
tion meeting with both Senators Brown 
and Portman.
The following excerpt from Susan is re-
garding the Burnpits documentary film 
they wish to finalize which Post 211’s 
Executive Committee meeting voted 
to donate $5K to this project. You can 
monitor the donation campaign results 
by clicking the link at the end of this ar-
ticle:
As you know America poisoned our 
soldiers who willingly went off to war 
and you also know that America re-
fused to take care of our war heroes as 
they were battling the war that followed 
them home. 
A group of persistent warriors known as 
Burnpits360 took that battle to Capitol 
Hill and triumphed after overcoming 
huge obstacles having doors slammed 
in our faces while fighting for health 
care and other benefits for sick and dy-
ing war heroes who were being ignored.
My daughter, Danielle, and I joined up 
with Burnpits360 and spent 5 years ad-
vocating and lobbying Congress asking 
that legislation be passed granting pre-
sumptive benefits and healthcare for 

our service members who are serious-
ly and terminally ill with burn pit/tox-
ic exposure illnesses. Our involvement 
resulted in having the Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee name the bill in 
memory of my late son-in-law, an Ohio 
National Guardsman, who passed away 
on May 6, 2020, from burn pits caused 
lung cancer. Triumphant was the day 
the SFC Heath Robinson Honoring Our 
PACT Act was signed into law. 
An incredible documentary team has 
been following our group for 5 years 
recording over 100 hours of video. It’s 
time to tell the story of our journey 
and the obstacles we overcame to bring 
healthcare to Iraq and Afghanistan war 
veterans. We need your help to complete 
this project which you can find details 
of at the link attached. Please consider 
donating today. No amount is too small 
to get production of this incredible film 
over the finish line. We are getting a lot 
of $5.00 and $10.00 donations and it all 
adds up. The production team will be 
traveling to Sandusky, OH, and Colum-
bus, OH to further interview my daugh-
ter, granddaughter, and me who all are 
an integral part of this film. We’ve been 
grateful for the outpouring of support 
our communities, friends, and family 
bestowed on us since 2017 when my son-
in-law, Heath was first diagnosed with 
Stage 4 lung cancer caused by exposure 
to toxic burn pits while he served as a 
combat medic in Iraq. We are now ask-
ing for your support once again to have 
our stories told to the world. Asking for 
donations is not something I’ve done 
throughout these past 5 years. I gave up 
taking vacations, going to Ohio State 
football games....which I love to do, and 
treating myself to the little things that 
bring me joy in order to fund my ad-

vocacy. I didn’t keep track but I easily 
spent $25,000/$30,000 driving back and 
forth to DC more times than I know, 
hotels, parking, printed materials like 
postcards and letters for others to sign 
and mail to their members of Congress 
and never once asked anyone for help. 
I’m asking now and will greatly appre-
ciate any contribution you are willing to 
offer. 
Contribute to the Thank You For Your 
Service: A Burn Pit Story camp (sup-
portourstory.com)
Thank you for your support.
-Susan Zeier
-Article suggested by Ken Karpy

 

https://supportourstory.com/burnpitsmovie?fbclid=IwAR3_I2J33LWA-Rnn2sGb839CUHVY4MyQelgTBmPEHvN2uM52YBwKZ_AiCA4
https://supportourstory.com/burnpitsmovie?fbclid=IwAR3_I2J33LWA-Rnn2sGb839CUHVY4MyQelgTBmPEHvN2uM52YBwKZ_AiCA4
https://supportourstory.com/burnpitsmovie?fbclid=IwAR3_I2J33LWA-Rnn2sGb839CUHVY4MyQelgTBmPEHvN2uM52YBwKZ_AiCA4
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Commander Rue’s Project:
Veterans Helping Veterans: StockHands Horses For Healing

To donate visit our donation page https://www.ohiolegion.com/donate/ and under the ‘Dona-
tion Project’ dropdown menu select Commander’s Project.

Please help spread the word about the Commander’s Project by using these custom made 
informational postcards. To download/print this postcard visit:

 https://www.ohiolegion.com/commanders-corner/

https://www.facebook.com/stockhands

https://www.ohiolegion.com/donate/
https://www.ohiolegion.com/commanders-corner/
https://www.facebook.com/stockhands
https://www.facebook.com/stockhands/upcoming_hosted_events



