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The Department of Ohio Children & Youth Commission ercated the
Child Welfare Worker of the Year Award to recognize those front-line
civilian warriors who work tirelessly on behalf mf Ghlldren every day.

The successes of those who have received this award are the youth who
emerge as productive tax paying citizens from all walks of life that may be
underserved and at-isk of basic needs of shelter and food. These children
may suffer from poverty and broken homes filled with abusive or
dysfimctional families that rely upon care and resources distributed, or
administered, by the selfless this award recognizes.

Bach year, the award recipient chosen by the Children & Youth
Comtnission will receive an award with their name and year ascribed onto
the plaque. They will be nofified, and the award will be presented at the
Mid-Winter Cmference,}_; "sCeremony =
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The Ohio American Legion Child Welfare Worker of the Year

Award is open . to professmnal or volunteer youth counselors
t’hroughnut Ohio who demonstrate outstandmg devotion to the ideals
of The American Legion atid prowde children of Ohio with positive -
dzrﬁacmn

Nomma‘aens must ha aubmitted to Dapartment H@ﬁdqtlartms by
September 15%. Nomination :forms available on thé Department

. website: www.ohiolegion.com/of-the-year-awards/. Those permitted

o nominate mclude Post foicers, County officers, District officers, |
Departmetit ~ officers - and- the ‘Department Children & Youth -
Commission. Nominations hiust be sent to your District Children &
Youth Commission Chair to be taken into.consideration as a District |
Winner, Acceptance of fominations subrmtte:d by anyone other than ﬁ
those-tioted above will ‘be #t the discretion of the. Dep rtmient |
Chﬂdre:n & Ymuth Cnmm:tsm on, ‘ ._

The ]Z)epatl:mem Chddmn &; Youth Commission will review and
judge award nominations in October each year. The recipient will

be invited to receive the award at the annual American Legion -
Mid-Winter Conference. . - '

Selection of .the rempxent w:tll Eﬁé‘; based upon judging criteria -
established by ‘the Department thldmn & Youth Commission and
amernded as ‘may be deethied. necessary, suhject 1o the appmval of the
__-Departmant]:xecutwe: Ccmxm oo, o L
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NOMINATION FORM
2025
THE OHIO AMERICAN LEGION
Chﬂd Welfare Worker of the Year

_. NOMINEEDATA __

AW oo

ﬂ[}ﬂe &zém @m

Name of Nominee W// VL D}W ERLE
Address /EHOO Bonoys SRy Roand
City, State & Zip Code /771 08 & MGy N Yokl

_T&leph@nenuiﬁbér‘ Daytime (Y40) 432 Sooo
. Evening (‘:Mm) o 7 qu ~

‘Niaminees Authorization

z% P '.‘"‘_‘;“»'.' mﬁaw

2w o =

City, State & Z1p

Telephone number: gayﬁm@( !" LHQ 37(0 3%‘1
vening “‘r% b32- So00

Post Nursber Disttiet
Legion Office

Signature of Nominatoi\,J

———
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For Selection

111 NOMINATION CRITERIA Jauen,
Only
POINTS
To be completed by Nominator
I.::H
1. Years of Services 7 @
2. Average number of children served each year Boco - Sooe Red0
3. Brief description of services provided 7/‘//“5- D.VN 9 3D
Cutieone® A cHAnce 1o CELEREIRE THER
LAST CHRISTWAS, 4, .20
Check one: E] Professional ,E Volunteer o
er InTEER. ~ IO _SHHAUET
We Ane Ve "-';—?‘5,4 ylﬂ L £ ok
4. Other honors or awards received 720
5. Articles published ~ ¢499 ToDAY ~ S favir PosT 8. 5
Ay NEWS PAPERS
6. Why is this nominee exceptional above others providing similar
Services No oTHER Norn priefitT is TOTAL
Grmnlanr 7o SAnTHS +4A0E A WA, 100

Z2962,000 cHirolerd SERED.

T N%z_,inees achievements for which nominated

e SANTH To 7TECr1nuly it C,#IW_

e THe N ole ViiAte ron cHrone

Zo AGT— 1T26E~ 16T PER 7o THE NEi.i4

8. Supervisor’s Name = =
p Cupoies . Bock el

Title  fosr (ommeonit  4E9
Address  L2Box2ul, Gorrod By i

Supervisor’s Authorization

Hyo=313" %15 i

Signature
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for kids parents hospitals donors & volunteers

about

A magical place where the spirit of Christmas lasts
forever.

Hospitals

How Can We Help?

Santa's Hide-A-Way Hollow welcomes all children and their families with critical ST
and terminal ilinesses — all disabilities. Visits can be arranged by any Hospital's send santa a letter!

Child Life Department., Hospice, or Child's Disease Association., and is

"absolutely free” for the child and family! Love to Colorl?
Hospitals that we currently have relationships with get a free coloring
are: page!

« The Cleveland Clinic — Santa has worked with the Cleveland Clinic for 15 +
years. Contact: Huma Moulvi, Child Life Manager, 3057 or
MOULVIH@ccf.org

« University Hespital - Rainhow Babies & Chi ; ital

« Hattie Larlam, Mantua, OH - Services for People with Developmental
Disabili}ies - Santa has visited there every Christmas Eve morning for 20+
years.

» Various Hospice Organizations

« We have visited children in Columbus, Cinncinati, and children at Akron
Children's.Hospital. -

We are often contacted to help create memories for these families, to help the
child have a turn in spirit = which often helps them become more cooperative ~
and to celebrate the magic of Christmas ANY and EVERY day of the year.

Multiple family visits can also be arranged.

Please visit our Events page to learn about special events we have for children
with Autism, Downs Syndrome and handicapped children who often cannot visit
Santa at the mall. We help make all the magic of Christmas possible and
comfortable for all of these special children and their families.

Ask us about our Christmas in July celebrations.



What is "The
Hollow"? “_

Sante's Hide-A-Way Mollow, desoribed a9'A Meglcal Place Tucked in Your
Haart Wherg the Spldi of Chilatmes Laats Forever”, beparias 3 dream, dnd
wig-oomplatid n 1992, What started out a5 a deslre 1o help tefminally il
ohildran and thelr farniiles, hias resulted In & Christmas retrest from the
reality of thelr Hiness, Sresting wonderful reermottas instead. Tha Migglon
of Santas Hide-Aay 15 to hilng farmillae together during a very difftault
firie In thefvfives. It provides a perfact setting for s visit with Santa Claus,
70 matter the date.

lgain more

¥
¥

heme for kldy e hnspitais donors & voluntesrs sy aboud it

A0S Sarea's Hidoaway Hollow | Website fealgrad & Duvdiopdd by Somnaiy 350 ¢




% Catholic Diocese
# of Cleveland About Offices Parishes Schools Events News

North Pole Chapel at Santa’s Hide-A-
Way Hollow is a labor of love, a place
of hope

+ News of the Diocese © September 25, 2019

It hardly looks like Christmas outside, but inside the North Pole Chapel at Santa's Hide-A-Way Hollow
in Middlefield, it's Christmas every day.

The chapel is the latest addition to the 93-acre village -- a magical place where the spirit of Christmas
lasts forever, It joins places like the post office, bakery, general store, town hall, barber shop, tailor shop
and toy store, There also are live reindeer, a carousel, fishing pond and more activities. Terminally il
children and their families can be Invited to vi 1d have a

: i X
retreat from the reality of their iliness, " .

v Subscribe!

Sign up to receive news & updates.
Bishop Nelson Perez and Father Dan Schlege the
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, paid a visit to { you@email.com is and
dedicate the new chapel. It was the bishop's f spirit.
ip ta footer Jntent ( Submit )

For Father Schlegel, former pastor of Church A E——— able

visit, During his tenure at Holy Angels, parishi shapel.
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Bill Dieterle and Santa Claus
Bringlng Christmas to
slok and dying children

Santa Claus livesin Middiefleld, Onhig. .

Oh sure, he has his-main headyuariers at tha Norih Pole. But.he fias & branoh tieiht
hete i Midikdiefield too and it Is a fullservice operation, You might say it's his
gummer Hore",

O aourse Baita somatnmes fioetls help and for hils Middlefleld Qffice he has
snllsted the ald of Bill Disterls. Not sveryone has Santa's Nowh Pule Phone
Number, s peop[a whiz need to vontact him go theough BiL

Bl v bora In Chivago aht originally. thought he was going (o Be a priest, In fact
hie spent fiveyears In & Cathalicseminary studying to do fustitiat, He got a football
soholarshlp fo u’( Procoplus C:a[lege and graduated with a degrae in Enghsh,

He fook 4 jab | as the midnight tiglirman at Biouifers H‘otels and. Went o bez thelr
youngest Vice F’res:dent

Bl was once 8 vu,e gaident at’mny Rcma & as well. He's evert the man
rasponaible for the idea of Stcuffer‘s Franch Braad P[zzal

I Santa hadn ; }_B:ﬂ and a@kad Far Rig {wlp he'd prcbably be In Niaw Yark
working fof g a king tha bng bucks -

But Santa did oal, and B is wormng Tar im at the Middiefleld Hraneh 4t the Narth
Fole "and loving every minute of "

" had 8 great ohildhood: Clirlstmas was dlways celebrated In wonderful ways In my
house.," Bo o?* adurse, whan Santa t:alied Bill angwered the vall:

it seemed that thers ware o lot of éhildren In the hospital and critizally il and Santa
vianted to visit theai ~ whather it was Christmastinie or not. But he nesded somaone
to-cootdinate his efforts so that he coald st 2 sea 16 Rl work &t the Norih Pole, So

[ he: caﬂed on Bill,

Eiis;grs up fe:zr tmx* _,a‘:mt:o

mmﬂ v ] wmy
roenih with spectal
offary, anounts,
vontests gl mora
ssotfreatly for
Clovatantd ares
Sontors and Baby
Buotiers,

Proud of your
ethalt herlbaga?
interasted i othoy
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Santa Claus visiting a sick child

At first Bill was nervous, after all this was Santa Claus asking for help and he wasn't
sure if he was up to the challenge. So he decided to go with Santa one day and
watch Santa work. He watched as Santa made each child smile.

Bill remembers one little boy who jumped to the beginning of the line of children
waiting to sit on Santa's knee. The people in charge were about to ask him to go to
the back of the line when Santa noticed a scar on the child and motioned that it was
okay for him to stay where he was. Santa asked him what he wanted for Christmas
and the boy answered "nothing."

Santa was astonished and so was Bill who was off to the side watching. "You must
want something" Santa said. Then the young boy answered Santa in the most
sincere, childlike voice and said "Santa, you know I'm dying. Please just make my
mother happy.”

Santa gave the young boy a big hug and the boy walked away happy. His mother
was crying tears of pride, joy and sorrow all at once. Bill was stunned as he
watched the child and Santa interact and he knew he couldn’t say no to Santa; he
wanted to help him make children like this happy.

So now, whenever Santa goes to visit a sick or dying child, Bill facilitates the visit
and is there on the sidelines making it all happen. He remembers many calls from
families whose child is a patient at Rainbow Babies and Children's Hospital or any
of a number of other places. They know the child will not live until Christmas, but
they would like just one more picture with Santa.

Bill knows how important those happy memories will be to the families in the years
to come, so when he gets the call he calls Santa at the North Pole and together
they make sure the child gets to see Santa one more time.



Santa's Hideaway Hollow

He's been helping Santa in this way for 26 years now. In the early years he would
get requests for a bedside visit from Santa about 75 to 100 times a year. "Last year
Santa visited over 4,000 children. Of course every time Santa goes to Rainbow he
visits all of the children, not just the one he was called for. Wouldn't it be terrible if a
child heard that Santa Claus was there and didn't come to visit?!"

Bill continued to work for Tony Roma's even after the call from Santa, thinking he
would be able to do both. He refused to take on any client that was not flexible
enough to allow him to go to Santa's aid on short notice. But Santa's work can be
very demanding.

He remembers once when he was meeting with some Japanese businessmen in
California. Santa called him and said there was a child dying and Bill had to help
make the arrangements for Santa to be able to visit.

The Japanese businessmen told him to go, help Santa. They even kept Bills' wife
Jan there and watched out for her until he returned.

Bill and Jan have one daughter, Jordan, a freshman at Notre Dame Cathedral Latin.
"She's 14 going on 30" who aiso loves to help Santa and Bill whenever she can.

Santa arrives at the hospital in fire trucks with police escorts, elves, food, toys and
shopping carts full of presents. Of course when he is in the North Pole he travels by
sled but even the snow we get here in Cleveland isn't enough to keep a sled
mobile, so he uses a fire truck instead.

Santa Claus with elves

Santa and Bill have witnessed miracles and have seen things Bill can not explain.



"So often | wish | could pull a miracle out of my bag or maybe Santa could work a
miracle and God, in his wisdom, sometimes allows that to happen. But it's not me or
even Santa; its God's will that must be done.”

One such miracle occurred when Bill arranged for Santa to see a very young child
who had just been taken off a breathing tube. The baby was dressed up in red and
ruffles for Christmas and her picture with Santa.

When Santa held the baby, she started to choke and then breathe on her own. A
true Christmas miracle. "l believe this is God's choice and | believe in the faith and
love of the family.”

Christmas Angel at Santa’s Hideaway Hollow

He also recalls the child he visited one November, who was in a coma. The child
came out of the coma in February and wanted to know when Christmas was
because she remembered that Santa had come to visit. So Akron Babies and
Children's Hospital decorated for Christmas In February and Santa went to visit.

The siblings hadn't opened their presents either - they were waiting to do it together.
Bill has noticed that this happens a lot; pecple tend to forget about the siblings or at
least forget how much they are hurting too.

"Santa always talks to children in comas. He knows they can hear him and he never
forgets the siblings either.”

Sometimes after Bill has spent the day with Santa (moest of their hospital trips last 8-
9 hours) he comes home and cries; he is so saddened by the young children in
pain. But when he gets a call he doesn't hesitate to contact Santa and make it
happen all over again.



Inside Santa's Hideaway Hollow

Santa told Bill that he was spending so much time in Northeast Ohio that he really
neaded a home here. So, 15 years ago, Bill built Santa a house in Bainbridge. But
the neighbors were full of "humbug” and kept taking Bill to court, trying to keep
Santa from living in their neighborhood.

Santa and Bill talked it over and decided that the Bainbridge home was too small
anyway, so Bill bought 93 acres in Middlefield Ohio. Santa and Bill worked out the
plans and they built a city. There's a candy store and a bakery and of course the
elves are often there working.

There's a theater and carriage paths and a replica of the North Pole so Santa
doesn't feel home sick when he's here. Santa took Bill to his North Pole home so
Bill could make sure and get the details right - and he has - right down to the 6
reindeer!

There are no paid employees at Santa's Middlefield Home, which he calls Santa's
Hideaway Hollow. No one gets a salary or a fee of any kind. Even the fire trucks
and police escorts are driven by off duty officers.

They have no fundraisers or big pleas for financial help. They rely on the kindness
of people.

Bernie Kosar building at Santa's Hideaway Hollow

Contributions have come from people like Bemnie Kosar who has a building named
after him.

The students at Notre Dame Cathedral Latin often help the elves. Families come
out to the Hollow after a child has died and plant a Christmas tree in their memory.



There is one tree that was actually planted by a child who lived. The tree is in
memory of his father who died in the transplant that saved his son.

Santa Claus with Elves visiting a child

Santa taught Bill sign language and how to say Merry Christmas in many
languages. This comes in handy especially when Bill goes to Cleveland Clinic with
Santa where there are patients from around the world.

It is remarkable work that Bill does, helping Santa Claus like that. It is his amazing
heart that keeps him going - a heart filled with so much love and compassion it is
overwhelming to even think about.

Bill says he wishes he could "create a miracle” and save these children. Once you
know about Bill's work and how he helps Santa Claus and once you have seen
Hideaway Hollow and realize how much he has put into it, you cannot help but think
that Blll Dieterle is a true Christmas miracle.

Santa's Hideaway Hollow is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 corporation. To contact Santa
through Bill for a child in need or to help with the tremendous financial

please contact him at William Dleterle, Santa's Hideaway Hollow 15400
Bundysburg, Middlefield, OH 44062

Profiled by Debbie Hanson




Santa’s Hide-A-Way-Hollow Hosts Special Open
House
June 1, 2023 by Rose Nemunaitis %

Fasebaok Tiveed P Priet Ernait

The curent warm temperatures and blooming flowers might make Christmas feal fur away, but theve’s a place
where ifs spirit lives all year round in Geauga County,

The current warm temperatures and blooming flowers might make Christias feel fur away, but there’s a place
whete its spirit lives all year round in Geauga County,

While Santa’s main headquarters are at the North Pole, his “summer home” is right here in Middlefield,

Santa’s Hide-A~Way Hollow, 135400 Bundysburg Road, is hosting its first-ever open house June 10 for past
volunteers, donors, as well as those wanting to lesin more about the sprawling 55-wonded-acre and 22-shructure
magical North Pole experience dedicated to childron battling illnesses and thetr families.

“Ir's one of 2 kind in the country,” Founder Bill Dieterle said of the nonprofit organization, which was formed in
1981, *T'he North Pole Village is for children who ate critically ill, terminally ill. We are here to-ereats _
memories. We celsbrate Christmas every day of the year, Children tavel to us from every children’s hospital in
Ohio plus Pittsburgh.”

Those fnvited to the open house include members of charitable civic groups such as Lions Clubs Tntetnational,
local Retary elubs, Kiwaits clubs and the Fraternal Order of Hagles, Dieterle said.

“I'his (open house) is not open to-anyone or evatyons,” Disterle said. “You must come through these.
organizations, We encourage these companies and elvie groups to visit. We fnvite you to come seo what you
helped oreate. Come see why families don't want to leave.”

Santa’s Hideaway Hoflow is 100% volunieer-driven, Disterle said.

“We are a nonprofit, but unlike so many, we have 1o salaries, no rewards to the many volunteers,” he said.

Santa arvives on the North Pole firetrucks, which are actual firetrucks driven by firemien who volunteer their time
when tiot on duty af their stations, Dieterle said, adding volunteer elves are students from Notes Dame-Cathedral
Latin School and Kenston, Chagrin Falls, Solon and Mayfield high schools,

Miuch like when children see Santa Claus during the holiday season, when they visit Santa’s I«Iidfzmay Hollow,
they are enconraged to ask for what they want, he sald,

Born i Chicago, Dieteile originally thought he would become a priest and spent five years itl a Catholic
seminary. He camed a football scholarship to play at 8t. Procopiug College and graduated with an Bnglish
degrea.

He has sinoe dedicated his life to helping children battling illnesses, along with thelr families, by offering
Christmas joy no matter the season.

When he gets the call, he calls Santa at the North Pole and together, they make sure that child gets to see Santa,
Dieterle said, adding Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow does not hold fundraisers or make big pleas for finaneial help,




but instead relies on the kitdness of organizations and individuals.

To participate in the open house, or for more information, call Bill Dieterle at 440-632-5000 to make a
reservation,
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Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow, Middlefield

Bill Dieterle’s 55-acre version of the North Pole in Geauga County offers a day of happiness to children battling illness and their families.
HWLMIWMWm‘ HIDE-A-WAY HOLLOW
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his life's calling. :

hmhq&dhﬂ‘uﬂﬂn—k‘vqm—nmwhsmﬂmhwmhﬁm&emm
P Itprovides comfort and fun for terminally ill children and their families.
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purpose.
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my mommy happy.’

'Imuuﬂnm.nddnwmmlhmnhdmmpmunmdommmry.uym'mwmﬂuw.mﬂhn!hﬁm
help children during the final stages of illness.”



Dieterle works with hospitals, nonprofit organizations, Geauga County police and fire departments, and a team of volunteers and donors to bring
Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow to life. It's open May through October. Dieterle and his team visit hospitals and private homes throughout Ohio and

surrounding states the other months of the year.

When families arrive at Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow, they board a trolley and ride to the Christmas village, where they are invited to participate in
activities such as horseback riding, fishing and miniature golf as well as enjoy wheelchair-accessible swings and a carousel. After lunch, kids can get
their hair cut or receive a powdered tattoo in the barbershop, followed by a private chat with Santa in his workshop. Each child receives a red velvet
Care Bear made on-site to take home, And, all of this is done for the smallest of fees.

“ ask them to leave four cookies and a glass of milk for Santa on Christmas Eve,” Dieterle says.

Santa’s Hide-A-Way Hollow is open by appeintment only. For more information, visit santashideawayhollow.com (http://santashideawayhaliow.com/).

Related Articles

22 Ways to Celebrate the Holiday Season in Columbus

Head to our state capital this season for twinkling lights, local shopping and great events that promise to warm the rest of your year. READ MORE
B>

(https://www.ohiomagazine.com/travel/article/22 ways-to-celebrate-the-holiday-season-in-columbus)



