














Robert J. (Bob) Oehlers 
3120 Stone Wall Road 
Maumee, Ohio 43537 
Phone: (419)304-4329 

Westpoint1989@yahoo.com 
 

September 15, 2025 
 

 
Dear Sir/Ma’am: 
 
It is with great honor and pleasure that I recommend Mr. Matt Berman as the Ohio American Legion Educator 
of the Year.  Conn-Weissenberger Post 587 couldn’t ask for a better advocate of veterans and the American 
Legion than Matt.  He is passionate in promoting veteran’s causes and ensures that students at Toledo 
Whitmer High School understand the importance of not only the foundation and principles of the United 
States government but also love and respect for our nation’s soldiers and veterans. 
 
As Chairman of the Social Studies department at Whitmer, he arranges for over 200 students each year to take 
the American Legion’s Americanism Test.  Whitmer has produced some of the highest scores in our district and 
has sent students over the past two years to the annual trip to Washington DC for high achievement. 
 
Matt shines brightest each year as he coordinates two veteran’s recognition events at Whitmer High School: 
the annual Veteran’s Day Assembly and the Veteran’s Tailgate/field march on at a Friday night varsity football 
game.  Matt ensures that each event is done with the highest regard to veterans and makes all who participate 
that the youth of America still get educated on the value of those who served in the defense of our great 
nation.  
 
Matt is a strong advocate of the American Legion Buckeye Boys/Girls State program(s) and introduces several 
fine candidates each year.   A recent Whitmer High School Boys State attendee was interviewed to attend Boys 
Nation and even had a discussion with Governor DeWine. 
 
It is refreshing to see his passion for teaching students about the fundamentals of American Government and 
how they need to be informed/involved with its functions.  He often promotes and attends meetings with the 
students at Conn-Weissenberger Post 587 for Americanism and Boys/Girls State award ceremonies. 
 
I am absolutely convinced that Matt Berman is the type of individual that epitomizes the credo of “For God 
and Country” and is very worthy of being chosen as Educator of the Year!  My wish is that he is awarded this 
honor of which he is very deserving! 
 
For God and Country! 

 
Bob Oehlers 
Americanism Chairman 
Conn-Weissenberger Post 587 
Toledo, Ohio 
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September 15, 2025

To the Esteemed Members of the Selection Committee,

It is with immense pleasure and a deep sense of pride that I recommend Mr. Matt Berman for the distinguished 2025 Ohio American 
Legion Educator of the Year award. As Principal of Whitmer High School, I have had the privilege of working with Mr. Berman for 
[Number] years and have consistently been impressed by his unwavering dedication to his students, his profound commitment to 
fostering American values, and his exceptional ability to bring history to life in the classroom.

Mr. Berman is not simply a history teacher; he is a civic educator who instills in his students a strong sense of patriotism and 
responsible citizenship. He goes far beyond the textbook, creating an engaging and dynamic learning environment where students 
can truly connect with our nation's history and its founding principles. He regularly incorporates lessons on the significance of the 
Constitution, the importance of civic participation, and the sacrifices made by our veterans to secure our freedoms. His students are 
not just learning facts; they are developing a profound appreciation for the ideals upon which this country was built.

One of the most remarkable examples of his dedication is his leadership of the school’s [Name of History Club or a similar club]. 
Under his guidance, students have undertaken projects to honor local veterans, including [mention a specific project, e.g., organizing 
a veterans oral history project, creating a memorial display, or participating in a service-learning project with a local American Legion 
post]. These initiatives have had a tangible impact on both our students and the wider community, fostering a sense of 
intergenerational respect and understanding.

Mr. Berman’s leadership skills extend to his mentorship of colleagues. He is always willing to share his innovative teaching strategies 
and resources, and he has been instrumental in developing our school’s curriculum to better align with the principles of civic 
responsibility. His passion for education is infectious, and his positive influence is felt throughout our entire faculty.

In conclusion, Matt Berman is a remarkable educator who embodies the values of The American Legion. His passion for history, his 
commitment to civic education, and his efforts to honor those who have served our country make him an exemplary candidate for this 
prestigious award. He is a true asset to Whitmer High School and a shining example of what it means to be an American educator. If 
you have any further questions please feel free to contact me at gbell@wls4kids.org.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jerry Bell

 Principal, Whitmer High School

mailto:gbell@wls4kids.org
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