MINUTESPRIVATE 

BASEBALL COMMITTEE

MEETING OF

February 19, 2023
10:30 A.M.  Department Library
 1.
Call to Order 10:30 A.M.


Department Chairman Shamhart opened the meeting of the Department Baseball Committee at 10:30 A.M.
 2.
Salute to the Colors


The Colors were saluted.

3. Pledge of Allegiance

Commissioner Lightfoot led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
4. Baseball Code of Conduct
Commissioner Emmons led those present in reciting the Baseball Code of Conduct
 5.
Roll Call: Christie White, Department Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator

Members present:


Marv Shamhart, Department Baseball Chairman- PRESENT


Bryce Agner, Region 1 Commissioner- PRESENT


Chris Emmons, Region 2 Commissioner- PRESENT 


Ted Sturzinger, Region 3 Commissioner- PRESENT


Jeff Vrabel Sr, Region 4 Commissioner- PRESENT 


Bret Mavis, Region 5 Commissioner- PRESENT


Phil Lightfoot, Region 6 Commissioner- PRESENT


BJ Long, Region 7 Commissioner- PRESENT


Jack Hill, Region 8 Commissioner- EXCUSED


Bill Lonsbury, District 2 Chairman- NOT PRESENT 


Sam Miller, District 3 Chairman- PRESENT


Jerry Wilson, District 4 Chairman- NOT PRESENT 


Mike Nye, District 5 Chairman- EXCUSED


Mel Cantrell, District 6 Chairman- PRESENT 


Doug Wainwright, District 11 Chairman- PRESENT


Michael Higgins, District 12 Chairman- PRESENT

Guests Present:


Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator 


Hope Eaton, Department Front Desk Administrator



Al Beavers, Beavers Field



Tyler Sisson, Beavers Field 

6.    Reading of Previous Minutes

Michael Higgins, District 12 Chairman moved, seconded by Phil Lightfoot, Region 6 Commissioner to approve the minutes of the last meeting.













MOTION PASSED
7.      National Rule Changes – Not many rule changes this year since it is a non-rule change year. Insurance rates went up a little bit. The last 5-ish years, we have not raised our fees and we will not raise them this year. National will have a baseball meeting this spring. Legion baseball will not follow the MLB new rules…. Bigger bases, pitcher time count, starting in on side of the base, etc. Since this is not a rule change year, we will not follow the MLB rules. National may change their mind during the next rule change year. 
8.      Junior and Senior Tournament Dates

a. Junior- July 13-16, 2023- Junior Region winners need to be sent to Phil by July 9th. 

b. Senior- July 24-28, 2023- Regional Games must be finished and winner sent to Department by July 20th . Christie asked to make sure each District sends Department pictures of all their teams as soon as they start playing. 
9.     Team Fees. 

Junior- $500.00


Senior- $600.00

Discussion was had about potentially increasing the fees by $50 next year. Fees will stay the same for 2023, fees may increase for 2024.
10.      National Regional Tournament Dates – 


a. August 2nd-6th, 2023
     11.           Background Check & Abuse Awareness Training


a. Must be completed with proof of AAT- Certificate needs to be printed out and will be good for 2 years. Everyone needs to do it, Commission, Chairmen, Coaches, Managers, anyone that is involved with the athletes. All training will be though Protect Youth Sports, the same company that does the background checks. Once you complete your background check, an email will be sent, and you will be sent a link for your Abuse Awareness Training. We do not accept USA Baseball background checks. It has to be through Protect Youth Sports so it can be tracked. 
12. Uniforms
a. Legion Baseball Patch- No Patch, No Play. Must be attached fully to the uniform. Sewn, Velcro, etc. Not a bobby pin. If the player does not have a patch, he cannot enter the game. If the coach has the player enter him in the game, the player and coach will be removed from the game.  Silk screen patches are legal. The new logo should be used on papers, memos, digital marketing, etc. The uniforms will have the cross bat logo still. 
13. New Business
a. Bracket selections- tabled until the 1:00PM meeting in front on the coaches and managers.
14. Unfinished Business- 

a. Chris Emmons, Region 2 Commissioner notified the committee that he brought sample shirts that were mentioned in the last meeting. Gray shirts for Commissioners and Red shirts for District Chairmen. Polos embroidered with the Baseball logo, name and title- S-XL- $32, 2XL and up increases by $4. Pullover- S-XL-$60, 2XL and up increases $4 . Chris will leave the sign up sheet 

Chris Emmons, Region 2 Commissioner, motions for baseball to purchase new shirts from Photo Sports in Englewood for District Chairmen and Region Commissioners. 2 polos each. Golf shirts will be $32 and increase by $4 starting with 2XL. Pullovers will be for Commissioners only. 1 each. They are $60 and go up by $4 starting with 2XL. Michael Higgins, 12th District Chairman, seconds the motion. 











MOTION PASSED
b. Phil Lightfoot, Region 6 Commissioner, said Page 37 of the rulebook, Junior needs to be changed to double elimination. 
c. Phil Lightfoot, Region 6 Commissioner asked the Commissioners and Chairman to look over Page 17 – 20 in the Ohio Rulebook regarding transfer rules. There was discussion on that last year. Players will play for the team that is closest to their domicile. The player plays for their closest Post team. If they want to play for another team, the transfer paperwork needs to be filled out. 
d. Doug Wainwright, District 11 Chairman, asked about Page 37 and the bracket. The bottom team is the home team on the bracket. A flip of the coin will be determined who is home and who is away for the following games. 
e. Marv Shamhart, Baseball Chairman, notifies the committee that this is his last year. The new commander will be choosing Chris Emmons as the new chairman. Marv will still be around to help Chris. 
f. Christie White, Department Coordinator suggested that the new hotel rules be discussed at the next meeting with the coaches and managers.
15. Meeting recessed at 11:21AM until Coaches and Managers meeting at 1:00PM 
COACHES AND MANAGERS MEETING

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ROOM

1:00PM

16. The meeting with the Baseball Coaches and Managers was called to order at 1:00PM

17. Salute to Colors 

18. Teams Present

a. Napoleon

b. Lancaster

c. Zanesville
d. New Philadelphia 
e. Brilliant 
f. Beverly/Lowell

g. Chillicothe 
h. Utica
i. Marietta 

j. Wayne County

k. Pickerington 

l. Athens 

m. Westerville 

19. Chairman Shamhart notified the coaches and managers that the same cross bat logo will be used on the uniforms. No patch, no play. The players need to have patches, or they will not be permitted to play. Left chest, left sleeve. 
20. Background checks- ALL team managers and coaches need fill out the background check form online. They will not be permitted to be around the athletes unless the background checks are approved. As soon as their background checks are completed on Protect Youth Sports, and email will be sent with a link to take the Sexual Abuse Awareness Training. Once complete, you will receive an electronic certificate. There will be no athlete interaction without an approved background check and sexual abuse awareness training certificate. Background checks and abuse awareness training will only be accepted from Protect Youth Sports. You need at least a 75/100 to pass the abuse awareness training. 
21. Junior and Senior Tournament dates were mentioned. Dates can be found in the Ohio Rulebook as well as the Department Website ohiolegion.com/baseball. Junior Regional Winners need to be sent to Phil Lightfoot by July 9th. Senior Regional Winners need to be sent to Christie White by July 20th. Junior- July 13-16, 2023. Senior- July 24-28, 2023. 
22. Housing was discussed. If a teams sponsoring Post is within a 60-mile radius of the Tournament site, accommodations will not be provided by Department. All teams who’s sponsoring Post is outside of the 60 miles radius will have accommodations until they are eliminated. After each team is eliminated, they will not be provided accommodations, unless it is the 7:00PM game and the sponsoring Post is outside the 60-mile radius. If the sponsoring Post is outside of the 60-mile radius, the coaches will be given the option prior to the 7:00PM game to be given accommodations. The coach needs to check in with the Department Coordinator and Baseball Chairman and notify them if they will need accommodations. If the team chooses to stay, the entire team will stay. 
23. Teams that filed out their information on the National site, need to have an administrator. Once its submitted, it cant change. Just filling out the email address is not enough information. You can still add or remove coaches up to the deadline date. 

24. National Rules- Not many rule changes this year since it is a non-rule change year. Insurance rates went up a little bit. The last 5-ish years, we have not raised our fees and we will not raise them this year. National will have a baseball meeting this spring. Legion baseball will not follow the MLB new rules…. Bigger bases, pitcher time count, starting in on side of the base, etc. Since this is not a rule change year, we will not follow the MLB rules. National may change their mind during the next rule change year.

25. Contact Missouri Baseball to see what they are doing to create an all star team to play at a MLB stadium for players that did not win the Department Tournament. 
26. Transfer Rules - Players will play for the team that is closest to their domicile. The player plays for their closest Post team. If they want to play for another team, the transfer paperwork needs to be filled out. Transfer request must be done by the player and his parents. Only Senior players are permitted to change teams. Page 17 has special circumstances. All transfer applications need to be turned in by June 5th to the Region Commissioner and District Chairman. 
27. Game 1- 9:00AM- Away- Region 7

Game 1- 9:00AM- Home- Region 3

Game 3- 2:00PM- Away- Region 2

Game 3- 2:00PM- Home- Region 4

Game 2- 11:30AM- Away- Region 8

Game 2- 11:30AM- Home- Region 1

Game 4- 4:30PM- Away- Region 5

Game 4- 4:30PM- Home- Region 6
28. Meeting adjourned at 1:55PM
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