MINUTESPRIVATE 

AMERICANISM COMMISSION
MEETING OF

JULY 15, 2023, at 12:00 P.M.  
Department Headquarters- Library
 1.
Call to Order 12:00 P.M.


Chairman Rowe opened the meeting of the Department Americanism Commission at 12:00 P.M.
 2.
Salute to the Colors



The Colors were saluted.

3. Invocation by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman.
4. Pledge of Allegiance

Chairman Rowe led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

 5.
Roll Call: Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator

Members present:


Harold Landis, 1st District Chairman- PRESENT


Thomas Tierney, 2nd District Chairman- PRESENT


Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman- PRESENT


Henry Knight Jr, 4th District Chairman- PRESENT


Cheryl MacDonald, 5th District Chairwoman- PRESENT


John Loudermilk, 6th District Chairman- PRESENT


7th District Chairman- VACANT


8th District Chairman- VACANT


William Dittebrand, 9th District Chairman- PRESENT


Richard Houp, 10th District Chairman- PRESENT


Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman- PRESENT


Tom Rowe, Americanism Commission Chairman- PRESENT


Kevin Conlan, 13th District Chairman-PRESENT


John Life, 14th District Chairman- PRESENT

Guests Present:


Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator


Shane Eaton, 6th District 



Robert White, 13th District 



LeeAnn Stan, 11th District Auxiliary President 



Al Buxton, 4th District 



Ted Hendren, 4th District 

6.     Reading of Previous Minutes
John Life, 14th District Chairman moved, seconded by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman to approve the minutes of the last meeting.












MOTION PASSED
7.       Approval of Commission Rules
John Life, 14th District Chairman motioned, seconded by Thom Stan,11th District Chairman to approve the commission rules. 












MOTION PASSED 
8.       Testing Dates 
a. October 30- November 3, 2023
b. November 6-10, 2023 make-up dates

Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman motioned, seconded by Harold Landis, 1st District Chairman to accept the testing dates and make-up dates.










MOTION PASSED

9. Trip Dates
a. March 3-8, 2024
b. March 10-15, 2024
Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman motions, seconded by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman, to accept the trip dates based on the availability of Arlington National Cemetery to lay the wreath.











MOTION PASSED

10. Selecting Essay Question –

a. 2021- What are your thoughts on the desecration, removal, or vandalism of historical Monuments/Statues?
b. 2022- What are your thoughts on social media and the influence on society?

c. 2023- If you notice a post on social media with threats to your community, do you think that it is your civic responsibility to report it? 
Henry Knight Jr, 4th District Chairman mentions that the last few years has been spot on based off of current events. Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator, asks the commission to keep the question centered around Americanism. The commission starts discussing the American Flag, as well as flag code and desecration. Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman came up with the question “Should the United States Flag Code have enforcement penalties added if the US Flag is being misused. Please support your answer”. 
Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman motions, seconded by Henry Knight Jr, 4th District Chairman to have the 2023-2024 A&G Essay Question be “Should the United States Flag Code have enforcement penalties added if the US Flag is being misused. Please support your answer”.












MOTION PASSED

11. Unfinished Business- None
12. New Business- 
a. 6th District Resolution- JROTC Cadet of the year. Shane Eaton, 6th District, talked to the Commission about the Resolution. It is creating an outstanding Department JROTC Cadet of the Year and be awarded at Mid-Winter. If the Commission supports and resolution and wants to take ownership of the award, Americanism will reformat the resolution.

Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman motions, seconded by John Life, 14th District Chairman, to support the JROTC Cadet of the Year Resolution as well as take ownership of the Award if the Internal Affairs, Finance and Department Executive Committee approves.













MOTION PASSED 
b. The Father John Duffy and Chaplain of the Year convention award was discussed and the Americanism Commission believes those Convention Awards will be better voted on at the Religious Emphasis Committee. They will be voted on during the Religious Emphasis Committee during the spring or fall meeting. 

 John Life, 14th District Chairman motions, seconded by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman, to have the Father Duffy Award and Chaplain of the Year Award to be voted on by the Religious Emphasis Committee at their spring or fall meeting and to be submitted before Department Convention.










MOTION PASSED
c. The Americanism Commission would like for the Convention Committee Awards to be sent with the CPR’s to each Post as well as requesting Posts to send a narrative for each award as well as a hard copy of their individual CPR. Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator will do more research and bring it back for the Americanism Commission so they can make the proper decision.

Thom Stan, 11th District Chairman motions, seconded by John Life, 14th District Chairman to have Christie White, Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator will do more research and bring it back for the Americanism Commission so they can make the proper decision.











MOTION PASSED
d. Discussion was had about the A&G Tests and the rules. Can schools take the tests afterwards and use it as a teaching guide? How long to Posts keep the tests before shredding them? Can students get their tests back to see what questions they got wrong? The Americanism Commission is wanting something added to the testing rules that mentions that so everyone is on the same page. 
13. Good of the Legion

a. Americanism Pins Available

b. Americanism Commission would like the Red, White and Blue Award redone and in a fillable PDF format.  
14. Benediction. Benediction was given by Melissa Fowle, 3rd District Chairwoman 
15. Adjourned. Meeting adjourned at 1:23 P.M.
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