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American Legion Baseball in Ohio 

Ohio American Legion Baseball operates under the authority of the National Organization of The American Legion 
and abides by all rules procedures established in the American Legion Baseball Rule Book, published annually by 
The American Legion. 

Failure to operate a Senior or Junior American Legion team in accordance with National rules, and with the 
procedures in this rule book may result in the following actions: 

1. Offending team may be prohibited from participation.
2. Offending team may forfeit games.
3. Eligibility of players could be jeopardized.
4. A team may lose players due to rules infractions.

American Legion Baseball rules and procedures are designed to protect teams, players, sponsoring American 
Legion Posts, managers, coaches, and the Department of Ohio. 

NOTE: Information in this rule book applies to both Junior and Senior baseball teams, unless where specifically 
noted. 

Questions pertaining to this rule book may be directed to: 

Chris Emmons, 
Department Baseball Committee Chairman 
162 Merret Farm Road 
Union, Ohio 45322 
P (937) 681-2080 
E emmons0341@gmail.com 

Christie White, 
Americanism and Children & Youth Coordinator 
P.O. Box 6007 I 60 Big Run Road 
Delaware, Ohio 43015 
P (7 40) 362-7 478 I F (7 40) 362-1429 
E programs@ohiolegion.com 

Questions regarding interpretations of rules or procedures m_v�t be directed to the District Chairman and/or Region 
Chairman before being considered by the Department Baseball Committee. 
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Department of Ohio Organization and Jurisdiction 

l. Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic districts, whose boundaries are the same
as the district boundaries of The American Legion Department of Ohio.

2. Ohio American Legion Baseball is supervised by a Department Baseball Committee, eight (8) members 
appointed annually by the Department Commander. One ( l) member appointed by the Department 
Commander serves as the Department Baseball Committee Chairman.

3. The Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee may prescribe department rules and procedures that are 
more restrictive than the National American Legion Baseball Rules.

4. For State Tournament purposes, eight (8) geographic baseball regions are established within the 
Department of Ohio, with members of the Department Baseball Committee serving as Region 
Commissioners.

5. The region commissioners have responsibility to coordinate paperwork and resolve local issues that may 
arise, before referral to the full Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee.

6. The region commissioner, acting through the district chairman, may call meetings of team managers and 
coaches to clarify playing rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.

7. District chairmen in each region will notify the region commissioner of the time and place of any district 
meetings.

A map of the districts and regions for Ohio American Legion Baseball and the contact information of 
the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee are included in this rule book. 

To equalize the number of teams in each region, the Department of Ohio American Legion Committee may move 
certain teams into different regions. 

NOTE: By action of the American Legion National Americanism Commission, the Department of Ohio American 
Legion Baseball Committee has the power to disqualify or suspend anyone violating Department of Ohio or 
National American Legion Baseball rules and/or regulations. 
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Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee 

Region 1 
District 1 

Bryce Agner 
1 01 0 East 2nd Street 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 
P (4 19) 969-4231 
E b-aaner@outlook.com 
Region 2 
District 2 & District 3 

Region 5 
District 4 & District 7

Bret Mavis 
400 Northwoods Drive 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
P (7 40) 703-9721 
E bretmavis.bm@amail.com 
Region 6 
District 8 

Chris Emmons, Department Baseball Chaiman 
1 62 Marrett Farm Road 

Phil Lightfoot 
556 Church Street 
Logan, Ohio 43138 
P (7 40) 603-3758 

Union, Ohio 45322 
P (937) 681-2080 
E emmons0341@gmail.com 
Region 3 
District 5, District 13, & District 14

Ted Sturzinger 
1 514 West Bogart Road 
Sandusky, Ohio 44870 
P (419) 901-4233 
E teds 1029@bex.net 
Region 4 
District 6 & District 1 2 

Jeff Vrabel Sr. 
2222 Birch Bark Trail 
Grove City, Ohio 43123-8512 
P (330) 565-5333 
E ieffvrabelsr@amail.com 
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E ncaablu@vahoo.com 
Region 7

District 9 & District 10 

BJ Long 
5398 Overton Road 
Burbank, Ohio 44214 
P (330) 263-1489 
E erlona69@vahoo.com 
Region 8 
District 11 

Regis Kern 
P (7 40) 350-0897 
E regiswkern@gmail.com 

WORLD 
SERIES 
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District Organization and Jurisdiction 

l. For regular season play, Ohio American Legion Baseball is divided into 14 geographic districts, whose
boundaries are the same as the district boundaries of The American Legion Department of Ohio.

2. Junior and Senior regular season play in a district is under the supervision of a district baseball chairman, 
appointed annually by the district commander.

3. Each district must have a District Baseball Committee, appointed annually by the district commander, 
comprised of the district commander, district baseball chairman, and at least one other Legionnaire 
appointed by the district commander.

a. The District Americanism Chairman may serve as an Ex-Official member of the committee.
b. Sons of The American Legion members are permitted to be appointed as a district baseball 

chairman.
4. District baseball chairmen are prohibited from coaching or managing any Junior or Senior Department of 

Ohio American Legion Baseball team, unless approved by the Department Baseball Chairman.
5. All district chairmen, working in conjunction with their region commissioner, are charged with setting a 

schedule of play which will determine a Senior Region Tournament Champion. The champion must be 
determined by the date approved by the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee, as 
shown in the table of 2024 Important Dates.

6. Region tournaments will be played under the guidance of State tournament rules.
7. The region commissioner may, through the district chairmen, call a meeting with the district chairman and 

district team managers and coaches to clarify rules, eligibility, base schools, etc.
8. The district chairman will notify the region commissioner of the time and place of any district baseball 

meeting.
9. Senior Region Tournament play is under the supervision of the region commissioner, working in conjunction 

with the district chairmen.

THE 

www.betheone.org 
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Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball District Chairmen 

District 1 

Region 1 

Bryce Agner 
1 01 0 East 2nd Street 
Ottawa, Ohio 45875 
P (4 19) 969-4231 
E b-aaner@outlook.com 
District 2 

Region 2 

Bill Lonsbury 
13181 East Miami-Shelby Road 
Piqua, Ohio 45356 
P (937) 654-1430 
E lonsburv49@sbcalobal.net 
District 3 

Region 2 & Region 3 

Sam Miller 
4011 Raymark Court 
Dayton, Ohio 45414 
P (937) 546-6579 
E bobbobc5035@aol.com 

District 4 

Region 5 

Jerry Wilson 
329 Harmony Drive 
Harrison, Ohio 45030 
P (513) 476-1969 
E ierrvwl 99@vahoo.com 
District 5 

Region 3 

Mike Nye 
155 US Highway 23 
Fostoria, Ohio 44830 
P (4 19) 435-4230 
E mknve 1992@vahoo.com 
District 6 

Region 4 

Mel Cantrell 
1 87 Lake Avenue 
West Mansfield, Ohio 43358 
P (937) 644-9923 
E 6thdistrictohio@gmail.com 

District 7 

Region 5 

Bret Mavis 
400 Northwoods Drive 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 
P (7 40) 703-9721 
E bretmavis.bm@amail.com 
District 8 

Region 6 

Phil Lightfoot 
556 Church Street 
Logan, Ohio 43138 
P (7 40) 603-3758 
E ncaablu@vahoo.com 
District 9 

Region 7 
VACANT 

District 10 

Region 7 
VACANT 

District 11 

Region 8 

Doug Wainwright 
1 03 Rose Lane Drive 
Beverly, Ohio 45715 
P (7 40) 984-4136 
E douawainwriaht389@amail.com 
District 12 

Region 4 

Michael Higgins 
1 1 65 Rockwood Place 
Columbus, Ohio 43229 
P (614) 208-4076 
E mhia984@aol.com 
District 13 

Region 3 

VACANT 

District 14 

Region 3 

VACANT 
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Guidelines for District Baseball Chairmen 

l. Each Junior and Senior team playing in a district shall provide to the district chairman a "Team Packet,"
which will include a printout of the team's roster, copies of each player's proof of age documentation,
copies of Form #2 for each player, a color team photo, and copies of their K & K team insurance.

2. As proof of age, Ohio American Legion Baseball will only accept a state-issued driver license or a state
issued identification card for a senior team member. Junior team members may use a birth certificate as
proof of age, only when a player does not have a state-issued driver license or state-issued identification
card.

a. A meeting of all managers within a district should be held by the district chairman to review
department and district rules, proof of age documents, challenges on player eligibility, or school
enrollment. Scheduling should be completed at this time. The mercy-rule and pitching rules should
be reviewed at this meeting.

The district baseball chairman is responsible to see that each team completes the following: 

l. Registration on the national website and payment of fees via credit card or debit card.
2. All players' names must be entered on the online team roster must be listed exactly how the name appears

on the player's proof of age documents.
3. The proof of age documentation includes a state-authorized document, United States government

authorized document, or other authorized document acceptable for American Legion Baseball. Birth
certificates must be properly certified copy, i.e., bearing the seal of the proper certifying official.
Photocopied and/or notarized copies will not be accepted.

4. School enrollments, as of March 31, are to be verified through www.high-schools.com.
5. A printout of the online team roster must be in the possession of the district chairman no later than June 25.
6. The district chairman will notify the region commissioner upon receipt of copies of insurance certificates,

copies of From #2, and copies of proof of age documents from each team in the district. The district
chairman will also inform the region commissioner that each team's roster has been checked and that the
roster has been submitted on later than June 25.

7. The region commissioner will inform department headquarters and the department baseball chairman that
each team's roster has been submitted and recommend any corrections no later than July 5.

8. Changes in school combinations must be approved, in writing, by the district chairman and forwarded to
the region commissioner no later than June 25, and to the department chairman and department baseball
coordinator no later than July 5.

9. Copies of region tournament pairings and the schedule of play should be provided to the region
commissioner, the department baseball chairman, and the department baseball coordinator prior to the
start of the region tournament.

l 0. Protests on rules decisions must be ruled on by the district baseball committee. Any decision, suspension,
etc. must be filed with the region commissioner, the department baseball chairman, and the department 
baseball coordinator within 24-hours after the district baseball commission takes its action. 

General Information and Rules 

l. Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball is played under current official Major League Baseball 
Rules, rules set forth by the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee, and rules set by 
American Legion National Headquarters.
a. Please note that the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee may prescribe 

department rules that are more restrictive than National American Legion Baseball Rules.
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Only Senior players will be permitted to change teams via the transfer process. Approved transfers are for the 
current season only, as detailed in National Rule 4-D - Player Eligibility. 

All other rules of eligibility will apply in any transfer request approval. 

The state borders of Ohio are open for Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball, except for West Virginia. 
Players residing in Ohio are ineligible to play in West Virginia, and players residing in West Virginia are ineligible 
to play in Ohio. 

Permission to transfer from Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball to a team in another state must be 
approved by the American Legion Baseball Commissioner from both states. 

There are special circumstances that may be considered for permission to transfer from one American Legion 
Baseball team to another. Examples of those circumstances include, but are not limited to: 

l. A new American Legion Baseball team is formed that is closer to the player's residence than the American
Legion Baseball team that the player currently plays for.

2. A new American Legion Baseball team is formed that draws players from the requesting player's school,
and they want to play with their fellow classmates.

3. There is no American Legion Baseball team in the player's hometown, or recruited from their high school,
but there is an American Legion Baseball team in a neighboring community.

4. The American Legion Baseball team for which the player last played has disbanded, but another team
exists in the area.

5. The player lives in one Ohio community during the school year, but in another during the season and
wishes to play where the player lives in the summer. This could be the case in divorces where the player
lives with one parent during the school year, and, by court decree, lives with the other parent during the
summer.

6. The player's parents or guardians have moved within the state.

lnitiatint a Transfer Request. Any request for permission to transfer one American Legion Baseball team to another 
must be made by the player. Managers or coaches of American Legion Baseball teams are prohibited from 
initiating a transfer request. 

The player must make written application for transfer approval on the official National Player Transfer Form #76, 
which can be downloaded from the National American Legion Baseball website or the Department of Ohio 
American Legion Baseball website. 

All transfer applications must be submitted to the district baseball chairman no later than June 5. Any decision by 
the district baseball chairman or a representative of the department baseball committee is final, however there is 
a right of appeal process. Questionable situations should be directed to the district baseball chairman. 

Manager Approval. Any transfer request made by the player must be approved by both the manager of the team 
losing the player, and the manager of the team gaining the player. The approval of both teams must be made in 
writing on the official National Player Transfer Form #76. 

New players in junior high school, and high school players in 9 th grade shall play for the base school team of their 
parents or guardians legal residence. Transfer rules do not apply to Junior players. 
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Please note that just as a player has the right to ask for a transfer, the manager of an American Legion Baseball 
team has the right and is not required to release the player. The manager's decision must be based on established 
recruiting rules of American Legion Baseball and can be appealed through the Right of Appeals process. 

If an American Legion Baseball team will not release a player, that team must give the player every opportunity to 
actively participate with the team. 

Failure of a player to follow the transfer process, as outlined, could result in disqualification from American Legion 
Baseball competition. 

Failure by a team manager, business manager, or post to follow the established transfer process as outlined may 
result in having the team suspended or disqualified from further American Legion Baseball competition in the 
Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball program. 

Please note that a player thinking that they will receive more exposure to college or professional baseball scouts 
or more playing on one team over another is not a valid reason to approve a transfer request. American Legion 
Baseball is not to be exploited by a player or manager at the cost of the program. If a player is as good as thought 
to be, the scouts will find them, regardless of which American Legion Baseball team the player plays for. 

Regular Season Protests 

1. All protests of a games played during the regular season shall be decided by the district baseball committee.
a. The district baseball committee has the power to disqualify or suspend any individual or team for 

violating District, Region, State, or National rules or regulations.
2. In accordance with the Official Rules of Major League Baseball, all protests must be brought to the umpire

in-chief before the next legal pitch.
a. In addition, such protest must be made, in writing, and shall include, if applicable, a written report 

from the umpires. All protests must include the specific rule alleged to have been violated.
i. This written report must be given to a Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball 

Committee official overseeing the program, regardless of the level of play.
3. After a decision has been made by the district baseball committee, an appeal may be forwarded to the 

region baseball commissioner for consideration.
a. The decision of the region baseball commissioner may appealed to the Department of Ohio 

American Legion Baseball Committee through the established appeal process.
4. Any protest certified by the district baseball committee and forwarded to the region commissioner and the 

Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee shall be the responsibility of the protesting 
party, who will assume the administrative costs of conducting investigations, polling committee members, 
etc.

a. These administrative costs shall be paid within ten (10) days following the decision is rendered, or 
within twenty-four (24) hours prior to the state tournament, whichever shall come first.

1. Failure to pay administrative costs will result in the automatic suspension of the American 
Legion Baseball team from further American Legion Baseball participation, until such 
costs are paid in full.

5. No protest will be heard based on a judgement call made by an umpire.
6. All protests of player eligibility must be specific, with documented proof

a. Player eligibility protests shall be forwarded to the district baseball chairman immediately upon 
discovery of a violation of eligibility rules, and prior to the start of any tournament.

b. If a player is found to be ineligible, said player shall be immediately disqualified, and all games in 
which the player played shall be forfeited.
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When considering filing a protest, ask yourself the question, "Would this protest have been filed if my team had 
won? 

Appeals Process 

The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee has established an appeal process to assist 
players, managers, coaches, and sponsoring American Legion posts with resolving problems. The right of appeal 
applies to any player, manager, coach, or officers of the sponsoring American Legion post. No level of the appeals 
process can be bypassed in the seeking of a decision. 

Level 1 - Team manager. Present the problem to the manager of the American Legion Baseball team. 

Level 2 - Post Commander of the sponsoring American Legion post. An American Legion post has the ultimate 
responsibility for the jurisdiction and supervision of the American Legion Baseball team playing under the name of 
the sponsoring post. Present the problem to the post commander, who has the authority to sustain or override any 
decision made by the team manager. 

Level 3 - District Baseball Chairman. The district baseball chairman supervises all American Legion Baseball teams 
within the district and is given authority by the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee and 
The American Legion Department of Ohio to make rule interpretations and impose penalties for infractions. 

Level 4 - Region Commissioner. The region commissioner is a member of the Department of Ohio American Legion 
Baseball Committee and has the authority to make rules interpretations and impose penalties for infractions. 

Level 5 - Department Baseball Committee. The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee is 
the governing body for American Legion Baseball in Ohio and is empowered by American Legion National 
headquarters to interpret the rules within the Department of Ohio. 

Level 6 - Department Executive Committee. The American Legion Department of Ohio Executive Committee is the 
governing body of all American Legion programs in Ohio and is empowered by the National Constitution of The 
American Legion. 

Level 7 - National Baseball Appeals Board. The American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board, and agency 
of The American Legion National headquarters, is the official and final governing body for the interpretation of 
American Legion Baseball rules. The decision of the National Appeals Board is final and may be enforced by a 
court of law. 

The consensus of a majority of the American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board shall constitute the board's 
ruling. 

The board will not act on any appeal which has not followed the established appeal process of the Department of 
Ohio. 

An appeal will be considered received by the board if made by registered mail, fax, or email. Any appeal filed 
after twenty-four (24) hours will not be considered. An appeal to the American Legion Baseball National Appeals 
Board shall be directed to: 
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The American Legion National Appeals Board 
PO Box 1055 
700 North Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
P (31 7) 630-1 21 3 
E baseball@legion.org 

Email protests will not be accepted unless forwarded by the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball 
Committee chairman, or the department baseball coordinator. 

The appeals process is in place to resolve your problem. The appeal process must be followed in seeking the 
redress of any grievance involving American Legion Baseball rules. Only appeals pertaining to rules interpretations 
will be heard through the appeals process. 

Any appeal involving a judgement decision by an umpire will not be heard. 

No appeal shall be considered by the American Legion Baseball National Appeals Board until all established 
appeal procedures within the Department of Ohio have been exhausted, as certified in writing by the Department 
of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee chairman or the department baseball coordinator. 

Transfer From #76 and Declaration Form #77 

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 

Player Transfer Form #76 

Please PRINT or TYPE 

Thi, Form ,s to be u..eJ hy pb\'0?1'8 who haw h...�n cut anJ n:lea><.'<.i �• an Amerl�11 ug,or, 1.-am. Rtlea ... -.1 pla)-et1 m:11• he cl,g,hle w 1r,;1n,fer 
under ruks J.B.I or 4.D to the lll"XI ci.- tam. 

I. American legion Ba.ebo'.111 s,:ninr rla��rs ar..-:: rtqmred r,) rl:1y for 1h11 cln!,esc h.�am unle!.s rnle:l><'<I. m 11-hich C:l:i<! 11-,,e pla1er shall 
nttJ to Jrtcrmmt 1he n.:xl do-01 ttam u,mg Mdr0u,eM (,..,.,,.-.marq111:,t.com). 

l. lf1h,c, pl.1\fl iJun.1hle ,ocama S('(ll on ,he ro1,1crof1hesu:ond ream. dw rbI�rm:\11 be alkw.'Cd m pl3'j·fur thl.'1h1rd closcM team. ffi:. 

J. All partie. Jn.,.,l,..,,J unJ,mhnJ that tlm lr�n,f�r 1, •·alid frumJanu.-11· I tu O«�nb.,r 31 ufd,�· �um.-r11 --,a"-"1 only 

4- All p.uta undmta� 1ha1 the dq,mtment l:n!diall clmnnan muM ar,,ro,,'C" 1ha, 1mrukr f:"'IDI" IO pbcing pl�-cr on N:irional Fonn •I. 

I 

Del)lrlffleffl-llOlairffllnslgnlru!ltnll-

Thi, fUfm mu,t be Illa.I wuh Nauun:il Funn •I. 111c te:im man:14..,, ,hall reum C0f•y fur his f1k,1. 
This form !hall be f11c:J with Jcf"(lr1mcnt hc:adquam:n. 

If tr;,.n,for crU8,ca a �,ate border. both dcp;,i rlm<.ent chairmen muot arvru,•� prior to plKing plal"'' on Form •1. 

This form Is avallable online at www.leglon.org/baseball 
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AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 

Team Declaration Form #77 

Please PRINT or TYPE 

This form i• to be uieJ by pl:i)l:ll ,.ho m:i,· ha,'e an oprion 10: 
I. Pfoy fur the Amcnean lqtion Ba.�eball team no.rC!il p11rcnr', or cou11-ordcrcJ guardian's lqr,il domicile Oil 
2. Pl..,y fur tht" tc-.im ni,atnt 1he 11(:hool thc, pla)'ct attt"nds. 

Aorhorl:.1rion for rhiscl-ooice it ourlineJ unJer Rule 4.Cof Americ.1n l.eg1011 B.1ieh:ill Rulei. Stt Americ:m l.�ion Rule Book for for1her 
cbri(icarion. 

�-saoo:ess(l)"lnlorr,lltl 

I declare I am dij::iblc under the: Nauonal American L�ion 8asdx1ll Ruk ◄.C ro play fur. 

M)' p3rcnu 3nd I un<lcr,cmvl 1h31 this dccbmrion d,31] he ,,1lid fmrnJ:mu.uy I 10 Da:cmhcr Jl ofrhc current iC<UOn only. 

Thi, dcp,mmenr ch3iTm3n mu,t 3l'l'Jffl"e rhl, form prior ro on line rc1tlmmion pl:..:il\jl the pbyer on the n3tiorrnl form. 

To .Jet�mlne 11\e 1"1ext 1e:im, The A1ne1bn IA'g,on J\311 u"'1 M:ir,Que..,1 (,.,,..,. •. marquen.oom). The ,hone,t d,l.,ing J,o<aoce 
between rhc p:1rem'1 dormc1lc and/or rhc pla1-er'1 005C" Khoolh) Mlall deicrminc rho: cl."'.>§C!il ream. 

SUBMIT FORM SAVE AND COMPLETE LATER 

T•am manag•r shall retain • copy for his files. 
Second copy shall be fifed with Form 11 and filed with the depanment office. 

This form is avaifable online at www.leglon.org/baseball 

2024 Ohio American Legion Baseball Rule Book 

mailto:baseball@legion.org


Junior and Senior Tournament Rules 
exceptions to these combined rules will be noted 

l. Ohio American Legion Baseball tournaments are under the supervision of the Department of Ohio American 
Legion Baseball Committee and will be played at the time and place established by the committee.

a. All tournament games are played under the 2024 Official Rules of Major League Baseball, The 
American Legion Baseball rules, and as noted below.

li. The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee may prescribe such rules and regulations 
for tournament play as deemed necessary.

lii. No manager, coach, or player may report after the designated check-in time without prior •
0,�J1

t. 

approval from the department baseball committee chairman.
liii. A manager, coach, or player may only leave the tournament site with the approval of the 

department baseball committee chairman.
a. Approval will be at the sole discretion of the chairman to grant permission for the manager, coach, 

or player to return to the tournament.
b. The American Legion Department of Ohio has taken this position in the interest of fairness, liability, 

and safety of all tournament teams, managers, and coaches.
c. Any player in a Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball tournament who departs the 

tournament to participate in football, or any other sports practice, shall not be permitted to return 
to and participate in the tournament.

d. Requests to depart the tournament for other reasons, i.e., medical, personal, etc., will be reviewed 
by the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee on a case-by-case basis.

liv. All tournament games will be seven (7) innings, unless the game is tied, and extra innings are required.
a. All suspended games will be resumed from the point of suspension.

lv. No team will be required to play more than two (2) scheduled games in one calendar day. 
a. The playing day begins at 8:00 a.m.
b. No tournament game will begin after 11 :00 p.m. local time. ,o""• 

o�-J1� 7. All teams will arrive at the tournament site as the scheduled check-in time arranged by the • --�- -�
Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee Chairman. )WI)»♦ 

8. Umpires for all tournament games will be under the supervision of the Department of Ohio American Legion 
Baseball Committee and the department baseball coordinator.

a. Umpires shall wear the official American Legion Baseball patch on their uniform or the official 
American Legion Baseball umpire cap.

9. Pitchers shall be restricted to five (5) warm-up pitches between innings.
a. A player coming to the mound as a pitcher from a defensive position shall have ample time to warm 

up.
i. This rule is to be interpreted liberally by the umpires.

l 0. If a pitcher throws 45 or fewer pitches in a game, that pitcher may return to pitch in a second ,.-'�t.
•O'lft(((ffl\�t, 

game on the same day and may throw a combined total of l 05 pitches in that day. 
a. Should a pitcher throw more than 45 pitches in the first game of the day, that pitcher is • i>t>)»♦

ineligible to pitch in the second game of the day. (Rule l .R.3).
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l  l. The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee shall appoint an official scorer for each 
game, as well as a chief scorekeeper.

a. Upon completion of each game, all records, including pitch count documentation, will be delivered 
to the chief scorekeeper.

l At least thirty (30) minutes prior to each tournament game there will be a coin toss to determine home and 
visiting teams.

a. At this time, managers will inform each other what uniform their team will be wearing.
1. This is done to avoid teams wearing like colors during the game, which can cause confusion.
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13. During tournaments, the sponsoring post of each team will be held financially responsible for any
damage incurred by members of their team while on tournament premises.

a. Tournament premises include baseball facilities, hotels, restaurants, and other places the
team may travel to.

The Beaver's Field liaison for state tournaments is: 

Tyler Sisson 
830 Harding Avenue 
Lancaster, Ohio 43130 

P (7 40) 438-2450 
www.beaversfield.com 

Exceptions to Combined Rules 

Senior Baseball State Tournament 

1. The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Senior State Tournament will be an eight team, double
elimination tournament.

a. The winners of the eight region tournaments will automatically qualify for the state tournament.
2. Should a region tournament champion advise the region commissioner that the team will not have at least

twelve (12) players available for either the state or the national region tournament, the region runner-up
will advance to the state tournament, provided the team will have at least twelve (12) players available for
the state and national region tournament.

3. There is no re-entry rule.
4. All teams playing in the state tournament must have a minimum of twelve (12) players in uniform .o-4=J-� 

and available at the start of each game on tournament play.
a. Affiliated and rostered junior players may play (Rule 6.D).

5. Only players who are listed on the official team roster, the manager, and coaches will be .-'=-'&
-"�«"-�� 

permitted in the dugout or on the field. 
a. All others must remain away from the dugout, and should not communicate with players, , )!W)»♦ 

managers, or coaches, unless communication is needed due to an injury.
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6. A blind draw is held at the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee meeting.
a. The team on the bottom line of the bracket of each game in the first round will be the home team, 

who will occupy the third base dugout.
b. Managers and coaches are required to attend this meeting.

7. Starting with the second round of the tournament, and for each game thereafter, there will be a coin toss 
conducted by a member of the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee with both 
managers to determine the home and visiting teams.

a. The home team will occupy the third base dugout.
b. The winner's bracket team will have the choice of home or visitor for the state championship game.

1. Should the elimination bracket team win this game, there will be a second game to 
determine a state champion.

1. In this case, there will be a coin toss as previously outlined.
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8. Following completion of the state tournament, the department baseball coordinator shall advise the state
champion on all actions that need to be taken to certify that team to participate in the national region
tournament.

a. In the event that the state champion cannot advance to the national region tournament, the state
tournament runner-up will advance to the national region tournament and shall be declared the
state champion and will represent The American Legion Department of Ohio.

1. The team advancing to the national region tournament must have at least twelve ( 12) players
available for each game of the tournament.

Junior Baseball State Tournament 

1. The Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Junior State Tournament will be an eight team, double 
elimination tournament.

a. The winners of the eight region tournaments will automatically qualify for the state tournament.
b. A six team format will be used for regions not fielding junior teams.

2. Pairings for the state tournament will be determined the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball 
Committee chairman, utilizing a pre-set bracket.

3. The state champion will advance, at their own expense, to the Mason-Dixon Region Tournament in 
Maryland.

Tournament Protests 

���'!. •0ilitr««I'-�� 
"�•·• 

1. All protests of a tournament game shall be decided by the district baseball committee, the region 
commissioner, or the Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball Committee chairman.

a. These entities have the power to disqualify or suspend any individual or team for violating 
District, Region, State, or National rules or regulations.

2. In accordance with the Official Rules of Major League Baseball, all protests must be brought to the umpire
in-chief before the next legal pitch.

a. In addition, such protest must be made, in writing, and shall include, if applicable, a written report 
from the umpires. All protests must include the specific rule alleged to have been violated.

i. This written report must be given to a Department of Ohio American Legion Baseball 
Committee overseeing the tournament, regardless of the level of play.

3. All protests of player eligibility must be specific, with documented proof, and submitted prior to ,orn,.
'!. 

the start of the tournament. .o'\�<��� 
"':::::� ... 

a. If a player's eligibility is questioned after the start of the tournament, a protest can be • l)t!)"•

initiated, but the alleged eligibility offense must have been found to have occurred after
a game has been started.

1. For example, a player has allegedly been found to be playing for a non-American Legion
Baseball team while at the same time playing for an American Legion Baseball team while
American Legion Baseball tournaments are being held.

1 . Documented proof is required to be submitted. 
4. If a player is found to be ineligible, that player shall be immediately disqualified, dismissed from

tournament, and all games in which the ineligible player played in shall be forfeited.
5. If a protest disqualifies a tournament team winner, the runner-up shall be declared the tournament

champion.

When considering filing a protest, ask yourself the question, "Would this protest have been filed if my team had 
won? 
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