
Oratorical Contest Assigned Topics 

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less than three (3) minutes or more than five (5) minutes for 

delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic discourse is to test the speaker's knowledge of the subject, the extent 

of his or her research, and the ability to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of government under 

the Constitution. 

The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest official in full view of the audience immediately before the last 

speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared oration and will be made known to the audience and each 

contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to the time of delivery. The topic will be on some phase of the 

U.S. Constitution, selected from Articles and Sections as listed under assigned topics for the current year's 

contest in this brochure. 

All contestants at each contest level are required to speak in the English language on the same assigned topic. 

Assigned Topics for 2021 Oratorical Contest 

Article I, Section 7 

All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or 

concur with Amendments as on other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it become a Law, 

be presented to the President of the United States;[2] If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, 

with his Objections to that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on 

their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to 

pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be 

reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the 

Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for and 

against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by 

the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a 

Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in 

which Case it shall not be a Law. 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be 

necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and 

before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by 

two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the 

Case of a Bill. 

Article II, Section 3 

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their 

Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, 

convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time 

of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and 

other public Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 

Officers of the United States. 

Article III, Section 1 



The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the 

Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall 

hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a Compensation, 

which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

Amendment XXII, Section 1 

No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no person who has held the office 

of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected 

President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any 

person holding the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent 

any person who may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this 

Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the remainder of 

such term. 

 


